
Index
• Numerics •
3D, 3D Y/C comb filters, 30
3:2 pulldown processing, 75, 117, 214
4:3 aspect ratio, 11, 236–237
5C-DTCP (5 company digital television

content protection), 38
5.1-channel audio systems, 181–182
6.1-channel audio systems, 182
7.1-channel audio systems, 182
8-VSB (vestigial sideband) modulation

scheme, 98
16:9 aspect ratio

CRT displays, 236–238
features, 11
HDTV camcorders, 153
projection screens, 225

480i (SDTV) standard, 12, 154
480p (EDTV) standard, 12, 154, 236
720p video standard, 11, 154
802.11 wireless technologies, 172
1080i video standard, 12, 154, 236

• A •
Acoustiblok sound barriers, 197
Acoustic Innovations. 199, 201
Acoustical Soffit (Acoustic

Sciences), 199
acoustics, room, 195–199
Advanced Television System

Committee. See ATSC standards
alarm wiring (home networking), 169
altitude effects (plasma HDTVs), 232
AM/FM tuners, 191–192
amplifiers

antennas, 94
audio, 188, 191
radio frequency, HDTV-rated, 173

analog cable broadcasts, 28, 102
analog component video, 38–39
analog television, 9, 210
anamorphic DVDs, 116
anamorphic squeeze, 237

antennas
antenna marks, 94–95
connecting to, 42, 54
enabling picture-in-picture, 64
features, 93–94
installing, 95–96
for OTA HDTV, 27
satellite HDTV, 107
VCR receivers, 58

Antenna.Web.org, 90, 94–95, 96
ANT-IN jack, 51
Apex Digital ApeXtreme Media &

Game Console, 145
aspect ratio

CRT displays, 236–238
HDTV camcorders, 153
projection screens, 225
types of, 11

assignable inputs, 53
ATI HDTV Wonder video card, 166
atmosphere, mood, 193–195
AtomFilms Web site, 161
ATSC (Advanced Television System

Committee) standards
audio support, 12–14
backward compatibility, 28
frame rates, 213
tuners, 93
video standards, 10, 11–12

audio cards, 160
audio connections

analog audio, 44–45
cabling, 169
digital audio, 43–44

audio standards, 12–14
audio systems. See also surround-

sound systems
built-in systems, 185–186, 189–191
component systems, 191–192
connections, connectors, 36, 65–66
digital cable, 101
game consoles, 149–150
HDTV camcorder, 156
room acoustics, 195–199
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audio systems (continued)
sound quality, 195–196
specifications, 180–181

Auralex acoustical gear, 199
A/V Out jack, 51
A/V receiver video connections, 149
AVIA calibration DVD, 71
AVS Forum Web site, 161

• B •
backward-compatibility, 27, 92, 172
bandwidth, 34, 36, 39
bent pins (S-Video), 148
Betamax, HDTV support for, 28–29
bi-directional jacks, 52–53
bit rate (D-VHS VCRs), 137
black images

LCD display limits, 221–222, 229
plasma HDTVs, 232

black level. See brightness
(black level)

blue-laser DVD technology, 121–122
Blu-ray DVD discs, 121
boxless cable systems, 102–104
Briere, Danny

Home Theater For Dummies, 21, 191
Smart Homes For Dummies, 169
Windows XP Media Center 2004 PCs

For Dummies, 161
Wireless Home Networking For

Dummies, 169
brightness (black level)

adjusting, 68
front-projection systems, 219
LCD HDTVs, 230
plasma HDTVs, 231

broadband routers, 171
broadcast HDTV. See also OTA HDTV

signals
compression and encoding of digital

signals, 86
connecting to, 39–42
DTV programming, 82–83
OTA HDTV signals, 93–95

BTX window treatments, 203

burn-in problems
CRT-based projection systems, 221
plasma flat-panel displays, 142
plasma HDTVs, 231

• C •
cable boxes, set-top

built-in QAM tuners, 98
connecting to, 54–55
for digital cable, 101
enabling picture-in-picture, 64
receiving HDTV from, 26, 98–99 
with VCR receivers, 58–60

cable DVRs, 129. See also DVRs
cable HDTV

boxless systems, 102–104
set-top systems, 26, 98–99

cable programming
analog programming, 83
high-definition channels, 83–84
signal compression and encoding, 86

CableCARD boxless cable devices,
56, 102–104

Cablevision (Voom satellite services),
109–110

calibrating picture settings, 67–72
camcorder connections, 64–65
Cat-5e/6 UTP cabling (home

networking), 168
cathode-ray tube displays.

See CRT displays
CD burners, 118
CEA (Consumer Electronics

Association), 90, 198
ceilings, suspended, 198
CES (Consumer Electronics Show), 82
ChannelPlus, 173, 176
chrominance (S-Video), 147–148
CNX-PVID8x3 (Crestron) video-

distribution system, 176
coaxial cables

audio systems, 185–186
digital audio, 43–44
home networks, 172–173
signal sharing using, 174–175
video cable, 41–42
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color accuracy, 229, 232
color balance adjustments, 69
comb filters, 30, 40
component video connections

camcorders, 153
game consoles, 148–149
types of, 29

Component Video In jack, 51
composite video connections

camcorders, 152
DVDs and VCRs, 41
game consoles, 147
types of, 29

compression of digital signals,
34, 85–87, 100

computers. See PCs 
conditional access, 103
connections, connectors

analog audio, 44–45
analog video, 38–42
digital audio, 43–44
digital video, 34–38
DVRs, 124–126
HDTV satellite systems, 108
HDTV-ready home networks,

174–175
Consumer Electronics Association

(CEA), 90, 173
Consumer Electronics Show (CES), 82
contrast (white level), adjusting, 68
controllers/preamps (surround-sound

systems), 191
copy-protection systems, 35, 37, 38
Costco Web site, 23
coverage zones (antennas), 94–95
CPU speed (Home Theater PCs), 160
Crestron video-distribution

system, 176
CRT (cathode-ray tube) displays

burn-in problems, 142
components, 233–234
CRT HDTVs, 234–236
flat-screen displays, 238
interlaced scanning, 212
projection systems, 142, 219–221
pros and cons of buying, 19
resolution, 10

• D •
data rates, video media, 156–157
DBS (digital broadcast system)

receivers, 106
DCR (digital-cable-ready) HDTVs,

26, 56, 103
dead pixels, 222
Decisionmark signal finders, 90
decoders, 85–87, 98
deinterlacers (line doubler), 75
delivery services, 31
digital audio, 149
Digital Audio Out jack, 51
digital broadcast system (DBS)

receivers, 106
digital cable

benefits of using, 101
boxless systems, 102–104
features, 100
receiving on HDTVs, 28
set-top cable boxes for, 101
versus HDTV, 100

Digital Dummies Web site, 165
digital inputs, 29
digital light processing (DLP)

projection systems, 222–223
digital media players, 164–165
digital signals

compression, 85–87
processors for, 153
signal finders, 90

digital television. See DTV
digital (3D Y/C) comb filters, 30
digital video connections, 34–37
Digital Video Essentials (DVE)

calibration DVD, VHS, 71
Digital Video For Dummies

(Underdahl), 157
digital video interconnect. See

DVI-D connections
Digital Video Recorders. See DVRs
digital-cable-ready (DCR) television,

26, 56, 103
directional antennas, 93–94
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DIRECTV satellite services, 106–107,
111–112

DIRECWAY Internet service, 111
Dish Networks satellite services,

106–107, 110, 112
dishes, satellite, 107
Dish-Player-DVR 921 (Dish

Network), 112
distribution panels (RF),

HDTV rated, 173
DLP (digital light processing)

projection systems, 218, 222–223
Dolby Digital surround-sound

Dolby Headphone, 186
Dolby Virtual Speaker, 186
features, 13
formats, 183–184

double-layered DVDs, 116
double-sided DVDs, 116
downconverted (downres) video

signals, 37, 51, 74
drapery/shade controls,

motorized, 203
DSPs (digital signal processors), 153.

See also digital signals
DTS surround-sound formats, 184
DTV (digital television)

evolution, 9–10
programming, 82–83
standards, 12
tuners, 15

dust caps (Toslink connectors), 44
DVD burners, 118
DVD carousels (megachangers), 162
DVD players. See also DVDs

connecting to, 39–42, 60–61
desirable features, 117
digital audio signal encoding, 183
DVD/VCRs, 119–120
in game consoles, 119
high-definition connectors,

34, 120–122
home theater systems, 119
scalers, 34
total pixels, 210

DVD recorder DVRs, 130
DVD video jukeboxes, 162

DVD-Audio support, 117
DVD-D/HDCP IN jack, 51
DVDO iScan HD scaler, 76–77
DVD+R/RW discs, 118
DVDs (Digital Video Discs). See also

DVD players
blue-laser technology, 121–122
for calibrating displays, 70–71
capacity, 115–116
image quality, 116
red-laser technology, 121–122
types of, 118–120

DVD/VCR combination systems,
119–120

DVE (Digital Video Essential)
calibration DVD, 71

D-VHS VCRs, 133–138
D-VHS (Video Essentials) calibration

cassette, 71
DVI-D (digital video interconnect)

connections, 35–36, 62–63, 92, 117
DVRs (Digital Video Recorders)

components, 124
connecting to, 124–126
desirable features, 128–129
with DVD players, 120
DVR/VCRs, 57–60, 106, 112
features and benefits, 123–124
form factor, 129–130
HDTV DVRs, 125–127
PCs as, 130
with satellite HDTV systems, 106
types of, 129–130

• E •
editing, 152, 155
EDTV (enhanced-definition

television), 12, 14–15 
EHomeUpgrade Web site, 166
802.11 wireless technologies, 172
8-VSB (vestigial sideband)

modulation scheme, 98
electromagnetic interferences, 44
electron guns (CRT displays), 234
Electronic House magazine, 203
encoding, 85–87, 183, 184
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encryption, 98
Engadget Web site, 166
enhanced-definition (EDTV)

standard, 12
Ethernet connections, 129, 170–171
EVD compressed system, 122
external scalers, 76

• F •
F connectors, 42
FCC (Federal Communications

Commission) rules, 81, 108
fiber optic lighting effects, 201
fields, 75, 212–213
FireWire (IEEE 1394) connections

Digital Video Recorders, 128
D-VHS HDTV recording, 135
jacks for, 52–53
pros and cons, 36–38
SD camcorders, 152

5C-DTCP (5 company digital television
content protection), 38

5.1-channel audio systems, 181–182
fixed-pixel displays, 10, 73, 209–211
flat-panel HDTVs, 18, 28, 227–228
flat-screen CRT displays, 238
form factor (DVRs), 129–130
480i (SDTV) standard, 12, 154
480p (EDTV) standard, 12, 154, 236
4:3 aspect ratio, 11, 236–237
frames, frame rates, 75, 212–214
frequency-agile modulators, 174
front-panel inputs, 30, 65
front-projection systems, 19, 218–219,

224–225
full-bandwidth power ratings, 180
full-resolution widescreen images, 237

• G •
gain, 224
game consoles, 141–149 
Game Cube (Nintendo), 144–145, 148
Gizmodo Web site, 166
GR-HD1 HDTV camcorder,

151, 154–155

• H •
HDCP (high-bandwidth digital

content protection), 37
HD-DVD (High-Definition DVD)

systems, 70, 121–122
HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia

Interface) connections, 36, 92
HDNet programming, 84
HD1000 (Roku Labs) digital media

player, 164–165
HDR-FX-1 (Sony) HDTV camcorder, 156
HDTV camcorders, 153–154
HDTV DVRs, 125–127
HDTV programming

broadcast OTA, 93–95
cable, 98–99
digital audio signal encoding, 183
high-definition DVD systems,

120–122
network providers, 84

HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia
Interface) connections, 36, 92

HDTV receivers, tuners, 106, 108
HDTV satellite systems, 105–111
HDTV tuners, 27, 92–93
HDTV-ready televisions, 26, 91, 108
HDTVs (high-definition televisions).

See also home theaters
antenna connections, 27, 54
aspect ratio, 11
bi-directional jacks, 52–53
built-in audio, 185
cable box connections, 54–55
camcorder connections, 64–65,

152–153
DVD player connections, 60
DVI/HDCP connections, 62–63
equipment placement, 193–195
features, overview, 26
front-projection systems, 216
gadgets for, finding, 165–166
game consoles with, 143–149
horizontal resolution, 209
input jacks, 50–51
NTSC analog tuners, 28
output jacks, 51–52
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HDTVs (continued)
PC connections, 63
pixels (resolution), 75
rear-projection systems,

215, 216–218
satellite receiver connections, 56–57
serial VCRs, 61–62
surround-sound connections, 65–66
total pixels, 210
upscaling, 14–15
VCR connections, 134–136
VCR/DVR receiver connections,

57–60
versus EDTV, 14
vertical resolution, 208–209

headphone jacks, 45
Hi-Def service (AtomFilms), 161
high-bandwidth digital content

protection (HDCP), 37
high-definition channels, 83–84
High-Definition DVD (HD-DVD)

systems, 70, 121–122
High-Definition Multimedia Interface

(HDMI) connections, 36, 92
high-definition VCRs, 133–134
home movies, viewing on HDTVs,

152–153
home networks, HDTV-ready

components, 168–169
PC/Internet connections, 170–172
signal sharing, coaxial connections,

174–175
home routers, 171
Home Theater Absorption Kit

(Kinetics Noise Control), 199
Home Theater For Dummies (Briere

and Hurley), 21, 191
Home Theater in a Box. See HTIB

systems
Home Theater PCs (HTPCs),

63, 159–161
Home Theater Web site, 134
home theaters

acoustics, 195–197
adapting rooms for, 198–199
atmosphere, 193–195
building new rooms for, 197–198

costs and spending decisions, 20–23
lighting, 200–203
video-switching receivers, 135

home-automation wiring, 169
horizontal resolution, pixels, 209–212
HTIB (Home Theater in a Box)

systems
audio systems, 189–192
components, 187–188
DVD players in, 119

HTPCs (home-theater PCs),
63, 159–161

hue (tint), adjusting, 69
Hunter Douglas window

treatments, 203
Hurley, Pat

Home Theater For Dummies, 21, 191
Smart Homes For Dummies, 169
Windows XP Media Center 2004 PCs

For Dummies, 161
Wireless Home Networking For

Dummies, 169

• I •
IEEE 1394 connections. See FireWire

(IEEE 1394) connections
i.LINK connections, 37
image scalers, 14–15
Imaging Science Foundation (ISF)

calibration professionals, 72
impedance, 181
indoor antennas, 93
INHD network, 84
input devices, 29
input jacks, 50–51
insulation, 197
interlaced-scan displays, 11, 212–213
international satellite channels, 109
IR Out (Infrared port) jack, 51

• J •
jack panels

assignable inputs, 53
bi-directional jacks, 52–53
input jacks, 50–51
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locating, 50
output jacks, 51–52

jukeboxes, video
DVD jukeboxes, 162–163
hard-drive-based media servers,

163–164
JVC

camcorders, 151, 154–155
D-VHS VCRs, 137

• K •
Kaleidescape System media server,

163–164
Kinetic Noise Control sound

suppression systems, 198–199

• L •
lamp death (LCD-based projection

systems), 221–222
LAN (local area network)-based

HDTV home networks, 170–172
LCD (liquid crystal display) HDTVs

features, 18, 229
fixed-pixel displays, 210–211
projection systems, 221–222
size limitations, 227–228
TV tuners, 28

LCOS (liquid crystal on silicon)
projection systems, 223–224

LeapFrog System (Terk) video-
distribution system, 175

Leviton Web site, 173, 201
LFE (Low-Frequency Effects) channel

(Dolby Digital), 13
library function (video jukebox), 162
lifespan, plasma HDTVs, 231–232
lighting for home theaters, 200–203
line doublers (deinterlacers) and

quadruplers, 75
lines (resolution), 10
liquid crystal displays. See LCD

HDTVs
liquid crystal on silicon (LCOS)

projection systems, 223–224
LiteTouch lighting systems, 201

LNBs (low-noise blockers), 106
local area network (LAN)-based

HDTV home networks, 170–172
local HD broadcasts, locating, 90
local-antenna-to-satellite receiver

connections, 108
Low-Frequency Effects (LFE) channel

(Dolby Digital), 13
low-noise blockers (LNBs), 106
lumens, front-projection systems, 219
luminance, S-Video connections, 147
Lutron lighting systems, 201–202

• M •
Makita Motorized Drape System, 203
manuals, importance of reading, 53
matrixed audio signals, 183
MCE (Windows XP Media Center

Edition) operating system, 161
media adapters, 164–165, 170
Media Center PCs, 63, 161
Media Mogul, Media Mogul TB

(Molina) media servers, 163
media player, digital, 164–165
media servers, hard-drive-based,

163–164
megachangers (DVD carousel), 162
microdisplay and micromirror

projection technologies, 222–223
microphone jacks, 45
Microsoft XBox game console,

145–146, 149
miniDV camcorders, 152
modulators, signal sharing using,

174–175
Molino Media Mogul, Media Mogul TB

media servers, 163
mood, atmosphere, 193–195
movies, home, viewing on HDTV,

64–65
MP3 audio support, 117
MSOs (multiple system operators).

See cable programming
multidirectional antennas, 94
multidisc DVD changers, 117
multi-satellite dishes, 109
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• N •
native resolution, 27, 75–76, 211
Nintendo Game Cube game console,

144–145, 148
NTSC (National Television System

Committee) standards
analog cable, 102
analog displays, 9
analog tuners, 28
audio support, 13
backward-compatibility with, 27
digital cable displays, 101
total pixels, 210

• O •
ohms (audio systems), 181
O-LED (Organic LED) technology, 228
1080i video standard, 12, 154, 236
on-screen program guides, digital

cable, 101
optical cables (Toslink), 44
optical storage media. See DVDs
Organic LED (O-LED) technology, 228
OSD (on-screen display), adjustment

options, 68–69
OTA (over-the-air) HDTV signals.

See also broadcast HDTV
antennas for, 93–95
connecting to, 27, 54, 85–87
tuners for, 92–93

outdoor antennas, 93
output jacks, 51–52
outside feeds, connecting to, 42
Ovation Software calibration DVD, 70
Owens Corning acoustical gear, 199

• P •
Pay per view (PPV) with digital

cable, 101
PC Audio Input jack, 51
PCs (personal computers)

connecting to HDTVs, 51, 63
in HDTV-ready home networks,

170–172
HDTVs as monitors for, 229

HTPCs, 159–161
Media Center PCs, 63, 161

PC Video Input jack, 51
Phillips LCOS projection systems, 224
picture quality

CRT-based projection systems, 221
DVD players, 210
front-projection systems, 219
rear-projection systems, 217

picture setting controls, 30
picture-in-picture capability, 56, 64
pits, DVDs, 121
pixel response time (LCD HDTVs), 230
pixels (resolution), 10, 209, 221–222
plasma flat-panel displays, 18, 142,

210–211
plasma HDTVs, 230–232
PlayStation2 (Sony) game consoles

connecting to HDTVs, 143–144
as DVD players, 119
surround-sound system

connections, 149
point-to-point video distribution, 176
power handling (audio systems), 181
power ratings (audio systems),

180–181
Powerline Control Systems lighting

systems, 201
Powerstrip video-utility application,

160–161
preamps/controllers, for surround-

sound systems, 191
“premium” cable channels, 98
prerecorded media, connecting to,

39–42
Pricegrabber Web site, 23
Prismiq Media Player, 165
progressive scan

cable and satellite networks, 83–84
converting to from analog signals, 75
displays using, 212–213
DVD players, 11, 38–39, 116
plasma HDTVs, 231

projection HDTVs
CRT-based systems, 219–221
DLP systems, 222–223
front-projection systems,

216, 218–219
LCD-based systems, 221–222
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LCOS systems, 223–224
pros and cons of buying, 19
rear-projection systems,

215, 216–218
screens, 224–225

providers, programming
broadcast networks, 82–83
compression and encoding, 85–87
FCC requirements, 81

purchase decisions
antennas, 93
built-in audio systems, 185
components, 29–30
content providers, 84–85
CRT displays, 236–238
delivery services and warranties, 31
display size, 24
D-VHS VCRs, 136–138
DVRs, 128–129
flat-panel HDTVs, 18
home theaters, 20–23, 189–191
input connections, 29
questions to ask, 19–20
satellite systems, 109–111
scalers, 76–77
tuners, 92
and viewing needs, 25

PVRs (personal video recorders).
See DVRs

• Q •
QAM cable modulation schemes

decoding of, 91
digital cable, 100
set-top cable boxes, 98
types of, 87

“Quasi SVHS” VCRs, 133

• R •
radio frequency (RF) distribution

capacity, 172–173
rainbow effect (DLP projection

systems), 223
RCA connectors, 41, 44–45
rear-projection (RPTV) systems,

19, 215–218

REC Out jack, 51
receivers, satellite HDTV, 106
red-laser DVD technology, 122
reflective technologies, 223–224
remote-control wiring (home

networking), 169
ReplayTV digital video recorder, 129
resolution

CRT displays, 235
defined, 73
features, 10
fixed-pixel displays, 210
HD camcorders, 152, 154
HDTV tuners, 92
horizontal, 209
levels of, 27
native resolution, 211
plasma HDTVs, 231
scalers for, 74
SD camcorders, 153–154
standard versus high, 211–212
supported resolutions, 27
S-VHS VCRs, 132
vertical, 208–209
VHS VCRs, 132

RF (radio frequency) distribution
capacity, 172–173

RG6 coaxial cabling (home
networking), 168, 172–175

Roku Labs HD1000 digital media
player, 164–165

rooms for HDTV and home theaters
acoustics, 195–197
adapting existing rooms, 198–199
building new rooms, 197–198
equipment placement, 193–195
lighting, 200–203

routers (home networks), 171
RPTV (rear-projection systems),

19, 215–218
RS-232 Jack, 53

• S •
SACD audio support, 117
Samsung large-screen LCD HDTVs, 228
satellite DVRs, 129
satellite programming, 83–84, 86
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satellite receivers
connecting to, 56–57, 60, 93, 108
HDTV DVRs with, 127
receiving HDTV from, 26

scalers (video processors)
desirable features, 76–77
for DVD players, 34
line doublers, 75
for non-HDTV sources, 28
resolution conversion function,

74–75
3:2 pulldown processing, 75

scan lines (resolution), 208–209
scan types, features, 11
scanning, interlaced versus

progressive, 212–213
Scientific Atlanta Explorer 8000HD

DVR, 127
screen doors (LCD-based projection

systems), 221
screens (front-projection systems),

224–225
SD camcorders, connecting to HDTV,

152–153
SDTV (standard-definition television)

image scalers, 15
NTSC standards, 12
pixels (resolution), 75

SED (Surface-conduction Electron-
emitter Display) technology, 228

serial VCRs, connecting to, 61–62
set up process

antennas, 54
cable boxes, 54–55
calibrating picture settings, 67–72
camcorders, 64–65
DVD players, 60
DVI/HDCP connections, 62–63
jack panels, input jacks, 50–51
PCs, 63
satellite receivers, 56–57
serial VCRs, 61–62
surround-sound system, 65–66
VCR/DVR receivers, 57–60

720p video standard, 11, 154
7.1-channel audio systems, 182
shade/drapery controls, 203
sharpness adjustments, 69
signal-strength meters, 96

simulated surround-sound
decoders, 30

6.1-channel audio systems, 182
16:9 aspect ratio

CRT displays, 236–238
features, 11
HDTV camcorders, 153
projection screens, 225

size, of display
choosing, 24
CRT HDTVs, 228, 235
LCD HDTVs, 227–228
and viewing distance, 194–195

Smart Homes For Dummies (Briere
and Hurley), 169

software, Home Theater PCs
(HTPCs), 160–161

Sony
camcorders, 156
PlayStation2 game consoles,

143–144, 149
Sound and Vision Home Theater

Tune-up calibration DVD, 70–71
sound-proofing rooms, 197–199
spatial audio cues, 181
speakers. See also audio systems

built-in, advantages of, 330
sensitivity, 181

SRS Labs TruSurround, 186
standalone DVRs, 129
standard-definition television (SDTV),

11, 12, 39–42
stereo audio, 13
storage space requirements, HD

camcorders, 153–154
Surface-conduction Electron-emitter

Displays (SED), 228
surround-sound systems

adding to game consoles, 149–150
connecting to, 65–66
controllers/preamps, 191
decoders, 30
DVD player decoders, 117
equipment placement, 13–14,

182, 194
formats, 183–184
HDMI connections, 36
Home Theater in a Box systems,

189–191
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signal types, 183
standards for, 181–182

SVC-10 (ChannelPlus) video-
distribution system, 176

S-VHS (Super VHS) VCRs, 132, 134
S-VHS-ET (Expansion Technology), 132
S-Video connections

for camcorders, 64, 152
for game consoles, 147–148
uses for, 40–41

S-video Input jacks, 29

• T •
Terk LeapFrog video-distribution

system, 175
THD (total harmonic distortion), 180
3D, 3D Y/C comb filters, 30
3:2 pulldown processing, 75, 117, 214
THX Optimizer DVDs, 71
tint (hue), adjusting, 69
TitanTV HD signal finder, 90
TiVo digital video recorders,

112, 124, 130
torch mode, 67
Toslink (optical) cables, 44, 185–186
total harmonic distortion (THD), 180
transmissive technology, 221, 230
TruSurround (SRS Labs), 186
tuners

ATSC, 91
DTV, 15
HDTV, 27, 93, 106
with Home Theater PCs, 160

two-channel stereo input, 183
two-tuner DVRs, 128
two-way communications

CableCARDs, 103
digital cable, 100

• U •
Underdahl, Keith (Digital Video

For Dummies), 157
unscrambled channels, 54
upconverted video signals, 74
UTP cables (wired LANs),

170–171, 176

• V •
Vantage lighting system, 201
Variable Audio Out jack, 51
VCR players

connecting to, 39–42, 134–136
serial, connecting to, 61–62
types of, 132–134

VCR+ feature, 137
vertical resolution, scan lines, 208–212
vibration, unwanted, 197
video cards, 160
video compression, 121–122
video on demand (VoD), 101
Video Essentials D-VHS calibration

cassettes, 71
Video In jack, 51
video jukeboxes, 162–164
video media, data rates, 156–157
video processors (scalers), 74–77
video signal conversion, 74–75
video standards. See ATSC standards;

NTSC standards
video-distribution systems, 175–176
video-switching functionality, 29, 135
video-utility applications (HTPCs),

160–161
viewing angle

CRT HDTVs, 25
front-projection systems, 224–25 
LCD HDTVs, 229–230, 231
plasma HDTVs, 25, 231
rear-projection systems, 217
screens, 224

viewing distance, 24, 194, 195
viewing needs and purchase

decisions, 25
VoD (video on demand), 101
Voom satellite services (Cablevision),

84–85, 106, 109–110

• W •
warranties, 31
watts per channel (audio

systems), 180
wavelength (DVDs), 121
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Web sites
Antenna.Web.org, 94
ApeXtreme Media & Game

Console, 145
AtomFilms, 161
AVS forum, 161
calibration DVDs, 70–71
camcorder information, 157
Costco, 23
Crestron, 176
Digital Dummies, 156–157
digital media players and adapters,

164–165
DVDO iScan HD scaler, 77
D-VHS calibration cassettes, 71
Electronic House magazine, 203
HDTV gadgets, 165–166
HDTV-only networks, 84
HDTV-rated RF amplifiers,

distribution panels, 173
Imaging Science Foundation, 72
JVC, 151
lighting control systems, 201
media servers, hard-drive-based, 163
motorized shade/drapery

controls, 203
Phillips LCOS projection

systems, 224
Powerstrip video-utility, 160
Pricegrabber, 23
ReplayTV digital video recorder, 129
satellite HDTV service providers, 106

Scientific Atlanta, 127
sound-proofing materials, 197–199
THX Optimizer blue filter, 71
TitanTV HD signal finder, 90
TiVo digital video recorders, 124
VCR information, 134
Voom, 84–85

widescreen images, 116, 237. See also
aspect ratio

Wi-Fi (wireless) LANs,
169, 171–172, 175

window treatments, motorized, 203
Windows XP Media Center Edition

(MCE) operating system, 161
Windows XP Media Center 2004 PCs For

Dummies (Briere and Hurley), 161
wired (Ethernet) LANs, 170–171
Wireless Home Networking For

Dummies (Briere and Hurley), 169
wireless (Wi-Fi) LANs,

169, 171–172, 175
wiring hubs (home networks),

168–169

• X •
XBox (Microsoft) game console

as DVD player, 119
surround-sound system

connections, 149
using with HDTVs, 145–146

X10 lighting systems, 201–202
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