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What Do 1 Really Need to Run the Big X?

I've written three other For Dummies books, and I always find the “Hardware
Requirements” section a hard one to write. Why? Well, [ know what Apple
claims as the minimum hardware requirements necessary to run Mac OS X.
But, on the other hand, I know what / would consider the minimum hard-
ware requirements, and they’re substantially different. Oh well, let me list
the bare bones, and then I'll give you my take on what you really need. (Of
course, if Mac OS X is already preinstalled on your computer, feel free to
tear out this page and create a handful of celebratory confetti.)

From The World According to Jobs, the minimum requirements are

4 Hardware: You'll need any Mac with a G3 or G4 processor — except for
the original PowerBook G3 portable, which is not supported in Mac OS
X. This means that any iMac, iBook, Power Mac G3, or Power Mac G4 is
eligible to play. I should also mention that Mac OS X doesn’t support
third-party CPU upgrade cards out of the box.

4 RAM: You'll need at least 128MB of memory (RAM). At today’s low
prices, that’s like buying a pizza.

4+ Hard drive territory: Although svelte by Windows standards, Mac OS X
still needs about 1.5GB of free space on your hard drive.
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From The World According to Chambers, the minimum requirements are Book |
Chapter 1
4+ Hardware: | recommend at least a 600 MHz G3. Remember, this is my
take on what you’ll need to really take advantage of Mac OS X, and [
have to say that I don’t think it performs well enough on older, slower
G3 computers. Any G4 is well suited to run Mac OS X.

4+ RAM: Don't settle for anything less than 256MB. Again, with memory as
cheap as it is these days, this is like adding extra cheese to that pizza.
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Any techno-nerd worth the title will tell you that the single most impor-
tant key to performance in today’s operating systems is RAM — yep, it’s
actually more effective than a faster processor! Therefore, if you've got
any extra spending cash in between your sofa cushions, spend it on RAM.
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4 Hard drive territory: 'd recommend 2GB free.

Upgrading from Earlier Versions of Mac 0S

Because the installation of Mac OS is as simple as loading a CD-ROM disc
and double-clicking on an icon, there’s not much to tell. What’s important is
the steps that you should take care of before you start the installation. I
cover those in the next section. Pay heed, or pay later. | won’t go into detail
about the actual installation because there really aren’t any details to speak
of — you’ll answer a question or two, and then hop up to get another cup of
coffee or another caffeine-laden soda while the installer does the rest.
Would anyone expect any different from Apple?

Pet Peeve Number 1: The round object that you load into your CD-ROM or
DVD-ROM disc is a disc, not a disk, like your hard drive or that flimsy floppy.
Anyone who pretends to talk oh-so-knowingly about a CD-ROM disk or DVD
disk is a dweeb, and you should steer as far away from that dweeb as possi-
ble in the future.

Back up — PLEASE back up

[ know you’re anxious to join the In crowd, and Apple makes the upgrade
process as noninvasive and as safe as possible, but SNAFUs like power loss
and hard drive failures do happen. With a full backup of your system on CD
or DVD (or even to an external hard drive), you can rest assured that you’ll
get your precious files and folders back in pristine shape if tragedy strikes.
To be honest, you need to back up your system on a regular basis anyway.
Promise me now that you’ll back up your system, won’t you?

[ recommend a good commercial back up program like Retrospect Backup
from Dantz Development Corporation (www.dantz.com), as shown in
Figure 1-7 — version 5.0 even supports both Mac OS 9 and Mac OS X, so
you can use it both before and after the upgrade!
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Snuff out disk errors
Before you upgrade, | recommend using the Mac OS 9 Disk First Aid utility
(Figure 1-8) one last time — upgrading a disk with errors will take longer.
You'll find Disk First Aid in the Utility folder.
On the plus side, Mac OS X comes with its own disk check-up program,
called Disk Utility, which I cover later in the book in Chapter 6 of Book I.
Ain’t technology grand?
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Plug it, Road Warrior

You’re on the road with your older G3 iBook, and you’ve just bought your
copy of Mac OS X. You're thinking of installing your brand-spanking new
operating system. . . . Stop! NOW.

Before you decide to upgrade your Mac notebook, consider what will
happen if that magical vessel containing all your files should flicker and. . . .
No, on second thought, don’t even visualize it. (Even if the battery is fully
charged.) If you're installing a Mac OS X upgrade on a PowerBook or iBook,
make sure that it’s plugged in and receiving its share of good, clean, AC
power from a handy, nearby wall socket. The installation process may take
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an hour, and there’ll be constant hard drive and CD-ROM activity — think
“Attack of the Energy Draining Installation from Planet Lithium.” You don’t
want to try this while your notebook is operating on battery power.

Heck, a techno-purist would probably recommend that you attach your
notebook to an Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) for the installation
process, but I'm not quite that paranoid about power outages.

If you can’t install Mac OS X with your current start-up hard drive, restart
your Mac and hold down the C key during the boot sequence. This forces
your Macintosh to use the disc as your start-up volume — in this case,
the Mac OS X Install disc — which should allow you to launch the install
program without any headaches.

Keep one thing in mind while installing Mac OS X: If you format the destina-
tion drive — the drive where you’ll be installing Mac OS X — you’ll lose
everything that it stored. No big surprise there, and the installation program
will warn you profusely about this beforehand. There’s really no reason to
do so, unless you just crave a clean installation (which is an installation of
a new operating system on a newly-formatted drive, rather than an upgrade
of your existing Mac OS System files). Apple gives you the ability to format
your drive by using UFS (UNIX File System), which is definitely not a good
idea unless you're a UNIX techno-wizard already — drives formatted with
UFS won’t support Mac OS 9 files and folders, and Classic mode won’t work.
Therefore, if you insist on formatting your destination drive, use Mac OS
Extended (or HFS Plus) format.

Personalizing the Big X

After the installation has completed and you’ve rebooted the beast, stand
back and watch those beautiful rounded edges and liquid colors appear. But
wait — you’re not quite done yet! Mac OS X needs to be personalized for you,
just like your toothbrush or your SUV’s six-way power seat; therefore, what I
call the First Use Wizard steps in the first time that you boot Mac OS X.

These wizard screens change periodically — and they’re completely self-
explanatory — so I won’t march you through each one step by step.
However, here are a few tips that will provide a bit of additional over-the-
shoulder help while you're setting things up.

4+ How rude! If you're outside the US or other English-speaking countries,
you should know that Mac OS X hides “foreign” country names and key-
board layouts. Rest assured, though, because Mac OS X does indeed
provide full support for other languages and keyboard configurations.
To display these options in the list boxes, click the Show All button at
the bottom of the wizard screen.

Book |
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4 Accounts are important. When Mac OS X asks you to create your
account, don’t forget your password — oh, and they’re case-sensitive,
too, so THIS is different from this or ThiS. It’s a good idea to enter a pass-
word hint, but don’t make that hint too easy to guess — for example, My
first dog’s name is probably preferable to Plays Frasier on TV. Mac OS X
will use the name and password that you enter to create your account,
which you’ll use to log in if you set up a multi-user system for several
people. (More on this later in Chapter 4 of Book I.) Never write down
your passwords, either; such crib sheets work just as well for others as
for you.

4+ I need to fix that. You can click the Back button at any time to return
to previous wizard screens. Mac OS X, being the bright child that it is,
automatically saves your choices for you, so when you click Continue to
return, everything is as you left it.

4+ Extra stuff. Whether you decide to accept the news, offers, and related-
product information from Apple is your decision — however, it’s only
right that [ point out that you can find this same information on the
Apple Web site, so there’s no need to engorge your e-mail Inbox unless
you so desire. (I turned this off.)

4+ LAN connections. If you're connecting your Mac to a Windows
Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Procotol (TCP/IP) network (or
you're using an Internet router that uses Dynamic Host Configuration
Protocol [DHCP]), it’s a good idea to click Yes when you're asked
whether you should use the configuration supplied by the existing
server.

DHCP automatically provides the computers on the network with all
the settings that they need to connect — if that sounds like ancient
Sumerian, you’ll find out more in Chapter 1 of Book VI.

4+ Do create your .Mac account! Apple’s .Mac service just plain rocks —
especially the iDisk storage you'll receive. Again, more on this in
Chapter 4 of Book IV, but take my word for it. Join up, trooper. (The trial
subscription is free, and it’s easy to upgrade to a full membership if you
decide you like the .Mac benefits.)

4+ Have your Mail settings handy. If you set up your trial .Mac account,
you can set up a @mac . com address without any bother — again, this is
a good thing. However, if you're setting up an existing account, make
sure you have all those silly settings and numbers and names that your
Internet Service Provider (ISP) supplied you with when you signed up.
This stuff includes your e-mail address, mail server variety, user
account ID, password, and outgoing mail server.



