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balanced hand
definition, 150
notrump rebid after limited response, 209
notrump slam bids, 264-268
14 response, 150-151
INT response, 166-168
opening bid with 12 to 20 HCP, 130-133
opening bid with 21 or more HCP, 136-138
overview, 127
rebid after limited response, 199-201
rebid after one-over-one response,
179, 187-189
trump contract slamming, 269
Baron Barclay Bridge Supplies
(retailer), 371
BBO (Bridge Base Online), 359
Becker, Steve (“Bridge™), 369
behavior
bidding etiquette, 133
dummy, 20
fascination with game, 17
finesse, 49
penalty double, 255
redoubling, 250
treatment of partner, 364
bid. See also rebid
etiquette, 133
experts’ opinions, 155
fascination with game, 17
importance, 113-115
language, 117, 125
mistakes, 246
negative doubles, 259-262
notrump slams, 264-268
opening lead against notrump contract,
279-280
overview, 12-13
penalty double timing, 247-249
rank of suits, 18-119
redoubling, 249-250
sacrifice, 246
sample, 119-120
stages, 115-116
structure, 117
system, 114, 126

table conventions, 2
takeout double, 252-258
trump card, 16
trump suit example, 67
up the line, 150
bid, defensive. See defensive play
bid, opening
balanced hand, 130-133
basics, 123-125
information for response, 147-148
minimum, 117
negative double, 259-260
14 bid, 148-154
1¢ bid, 154-157
1w bid, 157-163
1a bid, 163-165
INT bid, 165-175
one-suited hand, 127
overview, 115
6 to 10 HCP, 138-146
takeout double, 252-254
three-suited hand, 129
12 to 20 HCP, 126-133
21 or more HCP, 133-138
two-suited hand, 128
bid, preemptive opening
goal, 139
opening four bid, 144-146
opening three bid, 144
overview, 138
trick counting, 139-141
weak two bid, 141-143
bid, slam
jump shift, 175
notrump, 264-268
overview, 263-264
scoring, 337-339
trump contract, 268-274
Blackwood Convention (playing process),
269-272, 274
Blackwood, Easley (bridge player), 271
blocking a suit, 42-44
body language, 114, 133, 161
bonus
honor cards, 329-330
rubber win, 323
small slam, 338
book, 117, 368



bridge
observing games, 10
phases, 11-16
positive features, 1
Bridge Base Online (BBO), 359
Bridge Bulletin magazine, 360, 367, 369
bridge club
overview, 347, 368
skill building, 17
tournaments, 350
“Bridge” column (Becker), 369
Bridge Master 2000, Audrey Grant’s Better
Bridge Edition (software), 358
Bridge Today magazine, 369
Bridge World magazine, 155, 360, 370
Bridgemania (software), 358
buying the contract, 113, 116, 120

oo

captain
definition, 136
INT response, 199
process of becoming, 203-208
slam bidding, 265-266

card. See also specific types
deck cutting, 12
fee, 351, 354
ranks, 10
sorting after deal, 12
supply list, 9
symbols, 2

card distribution
balanced hand, 130
one-over-one rebid, 179
takeout double, 252
12 to 20 HCP, 126-133
types, 126-127

card, honor
bonus, 329-330
definition, 10
dummy’s winners, 98-100
extra winner creation, 83-84, 85, 86
finesse technique, 45-55
high-low signal, 306-307
hold-up play, 55-61
low-high signal, 307-308

opening lead against notrump
contract, 283
opening lead against trump contract,
296-297
overtaking, 61-62
point value, 121-122
ranks, 10
second hand with dummy on left, 318-321
second hand with dummy on right,
314-316
spot card trick taking, 37-39
third hand defensive play,
286-294, 305-310
trick establishment, 27-35
unequally divided suit, 23-24
card strength
bidding stages, 115
opening bid basics, 124
opening bid with weak hand, 139
point value, 121-122
carrying over the score, 333-334
casino, 353
chart, scoring, 324-325, 326
cheating, 161
Chicago rubber, 342-343
children, 351
club, bridge
overview, 347, 368
skill building, 17
tournaments, 350
club
bid ranks, 118
1% response, 148-154
scoring chart, 325
symbol, 2
2% opening bid, 134-138
2& response, 154-157
color, masterpoint, 349
common sense, 316-317
completing the transfer, 170
computer software, 357-358
Conlin Enrichment Tours, 372
counting tricks
overview, 19
preemptive opening bids, 139-141
process, 20-21
subtraction method, 38
suits, 21-24
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covering honor with honor, 314-316, 320
cruise, 371
cue bid, 256
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Daily Bridge Calendar, 370

“Daily Bridge Club” column (Stewart), 369
danger hand, 59

dealer, 115-116, 124

dealing cards, 12, 15

declarer

bidding sequence, 120-121
versus defense, 277
definition, 10

importance of bidding, 113
opening lead, 13-14

trick stacking, 15

defensive play

versus declarer play, 277

opening lead against notrump contract,
277-284

opening lead against trump contract,
295-305

overcalling, 227-237

overview, 15, 227

response to overcall, 237-244

second hand with dummy on left, 316-321

second hand with dummy on right,
311-316

third-hand play against notrump
contract, 284-294

third-hand play against trump contract,
305-310

deuce, 10, 37-38
diamond

bid ranks, 118

1 ¢ response, 154-157
scoring chart, 325
symbol, 2

2+¢ bid, 136

digital method, 38
direction

bidding sequence, 120-121
conventions, 2

opening lead, 13
overview, 10-11

discard, 14
discouraging signal, 306
distribution, card
balanced hand, 130
one-over-one rebid, 179
takeout double, 252
12 to 20 HCP, 126-133
types, 126-127
double
negative, 259-262
overview, 245
penalty, 245-249
redouble, 249-251
scoring, 340-341
takeout, 251-258
doubleton
takeout double, 251
third hand in notrump contract, 291-292
third hand in trump contract, 310
drawing trumps
advantages, 68-69
definition, 67
extra winners, 76-79
four-four trump fit, 70
opening lead against trump contract,
297-298
overview, 68
spot cards, 92-95
trick taking before, 68
trumping losers, 106-107
driving out the ace, 28-29, 55
ducking a trick
eight cards in hand, 40-41
overview, 39
seven cards in hand, 39-40
dummy. See also short hand
bidding sequence, 120-121
defense with dummy on left, 316-321
defense with dummy on right, 311-316
definition, 10, 13, 14
driving out the ace, 28
etiquette, 20
extra winner creation, 81-84
importance of bidding, 113
loser discarding, 103-109
opening lead, 13-14



sure trick counting, 20

trumps with spot cards, 92-95

winners in long suit, 98-100
duplicate bridge, 343
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eight-card fit

captaincy, 205-207

definition, 69, 116

1w response, 157-160

opening bid basics, 125

opening four bid, 145

overview, 71

rebid after limited response, 197-198

response to one-level major suit overcall,

238-239

eight-card trump fit, 122
Eisenberg, Billy (bridge player), 352
emotion

bidding etiquette, 133

dummy, 20

fascination with game, 17

finesse, 49

penalty double, 255

redoubling, 250

treatment of partner, 364
encouraging signal, 306, 364
entertainment, tournament, 355-356
entry

definition, 42, 92

finesse for length setup, 97, 98

importance, 96

side suit dangers, 100

trumps with spot cards, 96
equally divided suit

overview, 22-23

trick establishment, 28-30
equipment, 9, 371
etiquette

bidding, 133

dealing rules, 12

dummy, 20

novice tournaments, 348

penalty double, 255
eventual loser, 72-73

extra winner
advantages, 81
creation, 81-89
definition, 72
identification, 71-72, 74-75
trump drawing, 76-79
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facial expressions, 114
faking-a-count method, 38
fee, tournament, 351, 354
feelings
bidding etiquette, 133
dummy, 20
fascination with game, 17
finesse, 49
penalty double, 255
redoubling, 250
treatment of partner, 364
final contract
buying process, 116
definition, 13
overview, 119
penalty double timing, 247
scoring guidelines, 15-16, 324
trick taking before trick establishment,
34-35
finesse
emotion, 49
extra winner creation, 85-87, 89
hold-up play, 59
honor card, 45-55
length setup, 96-98
overview, 45-46
second hand with dummy on left, 317
Finesse West Tours, 372
five-card suit
notrump slam bidding, 265
one-level overcall, 228-229
penalty double timing, 247-249
response to 1& opening bid, 164
response to INT opening bid, 168-173
two-level overcall, 230-231
5-4-4-0 hand pattern, 252
5-4-3-1 hand pattern, 252
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5-3-3-2 hand pattern, 130, 131, 189

flat hand, 132

flexible stopper, 58, 60

following suit, 14-15

four-card suit
rebid with support, 215-216
response to INT opening bid, 173-175
response to 1a opening bid, 165

four-four trump fit, 70

4-4-4-1 hand pattern, 252

4-4-3-2 hand pattern
balanced hand opening, 130, 131-132
rebid after one-over-one response,

188-189

takeout double timing, 252

four-level weak jump overcall, 235

4NT bid, 266-268, 271

4-3-3-3 hand pattern
balanced hand opening, 130, 132-133
rebid after one-over-one response,

187-188
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game length, 324
Garozzo, Benito (bridge player), 360
Gittelman, Fred (bridge player), 358
“Goren Bridge” column (Sharif and
Hirsch), 369

grand slam

definition, 101, 263

process, 101-102

scoring, 338

trump contract, 272-274

o/ o

Hamman, Bob (bridge player), 223

hand, balanced
definition, 150
notrump rebid after limited response, 209
notrump slam bids, 264-268
1% response, 150-151
INT response, 166-168
opening bid with 12 to 20 HCP, 130-133
opening bid with 21 or more HCP, 136-138
overview, 127

rebid after limited response, 199-201
rebid after one-over-one response,
179, 187-189
trump contract slamming, 269
hand pattern, 126, 179. See also specific
patterns
hand record, 354
hand signal, 161
hand strength
bidding stages, 115
opening bid basics, 124
opening bid with weak hand, 139
point value, 121-122
hand, unbalanced
opening bid with 21 or more HCP, 134-136
rebid after limited response, 201-202
HCP. See high card point
heart
bid ranks, 118
negative double, 259-260
1v response, 157-163
opening bid basics, 125
scoring chart, 325
symbol, 2
hedge, 130
high card point (HCP)
captaincy, 205-208
negative doubles, 259-262
notrump slam bids, 264-268
14 response, 148-154
1 response, 154-157
1w response, 157-163
1a response, 163-165
one-level overcall, 228-229, 237-242
INT opening response, 165-175
INT overcall, 235-236
one-over-one rebid, 178-179
opening bid basics, 123-124
opening bid with 6 to 10 HCP, 138-146
opening bid with 12 to 20 HCP, 126-133
opening bid with 21 or more HCP, 133-138
overview, 121-122
penalty double timing, 247-249
ranges, 203
rebid after limited response, 197-202
rebid after INT rebid, 213-214
rebid after repeated suit, 216-218
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rebid after two-over-one response,
220-221
repeated rebidding of long suit, 218-219
response requirements, 148
slam bidding at trump contract, 268-274
takeout double, 251, 253, 256-258
two-level overcall, 230-231
two-level overcall response, 242-243
two-over-one rebid, 191-196
weak jump overcall, 232-235
weak jump overcall response, 243
high reverse, 195-196
high-low signal, 306-307
high-stakes game, 339, 352
Hirsch, Tannah (“Goren Bridge”), 369
hold-up play
danger hand, 59-61
opening lead, 57-59
overview, 55
sequence, 55-56
holy suit, 51
honor card
bonus, 329-330
definition, 10
dummy’s winners, 98-100
extra winner creation, 83-84, 85, 86
finesse technique, 45-55
high-low signal, 306-307
hold-up play, 55-61
low-high signal, 307-308
opening lead against notrump
contract, 283
opening lead against trump contract,
296-297
overtaking, 61-62
point value, 121-122
ranks, 10
second hand with dummy on left, 318-321
second hand with dummy on right,
314-316
spot card trick taking, 37-39
third hand defensive play,
286-294, 305-310
trick establishment, 27-35
unequally divided suit, 23-24

o]e

immediate loser, 72-73, 77
information exchange, 114, 125, 139
international tournament, 353
Internet resources, 17, 359-360, 370
invitational bid, 167, 204

° ] °
jack, 121, 290
Jacoby Transfers, 170-173
jump raise, 186-187
jump response, 239, 240
jump shift
overview, 175-176
rebid after one-over-one response,
179, 187-189
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Kantar’s subtraction method, 38
Kaplan, Edgar (bridge player), 128
kibitzer, 330, 352
king
driving out the ace, 28-29
finesse, 46-55
flexible stoppers in hold-up play, 60
lead information, 289
lead toward, 46
point value, 121
slam bidding at trump contract,
269, 272-274
sure trick counting, 20
third-hand play errors, 309-310
trick establishment, 28-30
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language, 360

lead
definition, 13
driving out the ace, 28
driving out the king, 28-29
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lead (continued) long hand, 72, 109
first trick, 15 long side
missing king, 54-55 dummy’s winners, 98-101
partner’s honor card lead, 289-294 extra winner creation, 81-84
top of nothing, 283 finesse, 48-50
toward the king, 46 grand slam process, 101-102
with trump, 302-303 14 response, 149-150
lead, opening 1 ¢ response, 154-156
defense against notrump contract, opening bid against trump contract,
277-284 301-302
defense against trump contract, 295-305 opening bid with 12 to 20 HCP, 128
definition, 278 opening lead against notrump contract,
hold-up play, 57-59 280-281
importance, 278 rebid after limited response, 211-212
overview, 13-14 repeated rebidding, 218-219
Learn Bridge the Easy Multimedia Way setup with a finesse, 96-98
(software), 358 side suit dangers, 100-101
Learn to Play Bridge series (software), 358 trick establishment, 31-32
lectures, 355 trick taking with spot cards, 35-37
length trumps with spot cards, 92-95
dummy’s winners, 98-101 long suit
extra winner creation, 81-84 dummy’s winners, 98-101
finesse, 48-50 extra winner creation, 81-84
grand slam process, 101-102 finesse, 48-50
1& response, 149-150 grand slam process, 101-102
1 ¢ response, 154-156 14 response, 149-150
opening bid against trump contract, 1 ¢ response, 154-156
301-302 opening bid against trump contract,
opening bid with 12 to 20 HCP, 128 301-302
opening lead against notrump contract, opening bid with 12 to 20 HCP, 128
280-281 opening lead against notrump contract,
rebid after limited response, 211-212 280-281
repeated rebidding, 218-219 rebid after limited response, 211-212
setup with a finesse, 96-98 repeated rebidding, 218-219
side suit dangers, 100-101 setup with a finesse, 96-98
trick establishment, 31-32 side suit dangers, 100-101
trick taking with spot cards, 35-37 trick establishment, 31-32
trumps with spot cards, 92-95 trick taking with spot cards, 35-37
lesson, bridge, 347, 357-358, 368 trumps with spot cards, 92-95
library, 368 low card
Life Master title, 349-350 attitude signal, 306
limit bid, 204 definition, 10
limit raise, 162, 198 4NT bid, 266-268
limited hand, 136, 204-208 opening lead against trump contract, 304
limited response second hand with dummy on right,
definition, 177 313-314

rebid after, 197-202, 208-212 third hand high, 285-286
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trick taking, 35-44
trumping a trick, 92-95
low-high signal, 306, 307-308
luck, 36, 85
lumping points, 331-332
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magazines, 369-370. See also specific
magazines
major suit
balanced hand opening bids, 132
definition, 69, 118
14 response, 150-151
INT response, 168-175
opening bid basics, 125
opening lead against notrump contract,
283-284
making game, 323-324, 327-334
marriage, 50
Master Point Press Publishers, 371
masterpoint
novice tournament, 348-350
partners at tournaments, 354
minor suit
balanced hand opening bid, 132
bidding order, 118
INT response, 167-168
opening lead against notrump contract,
283-284
mistake, 363, 364
misunderstanding, 246
money, playing for, 339, 353
MSN games (Web site), 359
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National Championship tournament, 352
negative double, 259-262
The New York Times bridge column, 369
newspaper, 369
nine-card fit, 197, 205
nondanger hand, 59
North position, 10-11
notrump (NT)
benefits and drawbacks, 66
bid ranks, 118

definition, 16

final contract, 119

finesse technique, 45-55

four-four fit, 70

hold-up play, 55-61

one-level major suit overcall response,
241-242

INT opening response, 165-175

opening lead defense, 277-284

overtaking honors, 61-62

rebid after limited response, 208-209

rebid after partner shows two suits,
214-215

scoring chart, 325

slam bidding, 264-268

small card trick taking, 35-44

third hand defensive play, 284-294

trick establishment with honor cards,
27-35

novice tournament, 348-350
NT. See notrump
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OKbridge (Web site), 359-360
14 response, 148-154
1 response, 154-157
1w response, 157-163
1a response, 163-165
one-level bid, 117
one-level overcall, 228-230
INT opening bid, 165-175
INT overcall, 228, 235-236, 244
INT rebid, 212-214
INT response
one-level major suit overcall, 241-242
rebid, 199-202, 208-212
one-over-one bid, 149
one-over-one rebid
balanced hand, 187-189
jump shift, 190-191
one-suited hand, 179-180
overview, 178-179
partner’s one-level major-suit response,
185-187
three-suited hand, 183-184
two-suited hand, 180-183
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one-suited hand
opening bid, 127
overview, 126, 127
rebid after one-over-one response,
179-180
1-3-5 support point scale, 152-153, 161
opening bid
balanced hand, 130-133
basics, 123-125
information for response, 147-148
minimum, 117
negative double, 259-260
1% bid, 148-154
1 ¢ bid, 154-157
1w bid, 157-163
1a bid, 163-165
INT bid, 165-175
one-suited hand, 127
overview, 115
6 to 10 HCP, 138-146
takeout double, 252-254
three-suited hand, 129
12 to 20 HCP, 126-133
21 or more HCP, 133-138
two-suited hand, 128
opening bid, preemptive
goal, 139
opening four bid, 144-146
opening three bid, 144
overview, 138
trick counting, 139-141
weak two bid, 141-143
opening bid response. See response
opening lead
defense against notrump contract,
277-284
defense against trump contract, 295-305
definition, 278
hold-up play, 57-59
importance, 278
overview, 13-14
overcall
definition, 228
negative double, 261-262
one-level, 228-230
one-level major suit overcall response,
237-242
INT overcall, 228, 235-236

requirements, 228
two-level, 228, 230-231
weak jump, 228, 232-235
overtaking honors
defensive play, 291-292
overview, 61-62
overtrick
doubled scoring, 341
redoubled scoring, 342
score for making contract, 324, 331
overtrumping, 100
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paper, 9
partial, 327-329
partner
bidding significance, 114
importance, 11
information exchange, 114
kind treatment, 363-365
tournament play, 354
vulnerable team, 330
partscore, 327-329
passed hand, 279
passed out hand, 116, 343
passing
bidding process, 115, 116
definition, 115
etiquette, 133
opening bid basics, 124-125
overview, 12
penalty double timing, 247-249
versus rebidding, 177-178
redoubling, 249-250
takeout doubles, 253-257
penalty double
definition, 246
emotion, 255
overview, 245-246
versus takeout double, 255
timing, 247-249
penalty scoring, 334-337
playing for split honors, 52
poker face, 364
practice
Internet resources, 360
trick establishment, 32-33





















