
• A •
abbreviations for auction title, 269–270
accessories and supplies. See also game

bags; storage systems
bubble envelope mailers, 275
bubble wrap rolls, 276
cost of mailing supplies, 275
“penny sleeves”, 275
tape dispenser and packing tape, 276
top loaders, 275

age range
adult level games, 215, 216–217
overview, 212
teenagers’ games, 216–217
tweens’ games, 214–215

Akodo Anshiro, 117
Akodo Bakin, 120
Akodo Ieshige, 117
Akodo Kobi, 120
Akodo Natsu, 117
Akodo Shigetoshi, 120
Alderac Entertainment Group 

(Web site), 121
Ali from Cairo, 53
all-out attack strategy, 30
Anachronism, 200–201, 214
Ancient Gear Golem, 134
Ancient Sanctuary, 133
anime games

about, 157–158
Case Closed, 158–159
Digimon, 159–161
Dragon Ball GT, 163–165, 214
Dragon Ball Z, 163–165
Dragon Booster, 161–162
Duel Masters, 165–166, 213
Fullmetal Alchemist, 166–168, 217
Inuyasha, 168–169

Antiquities, 53

Ant-Man, 76
Aquapolis, 93
Arabian Nights, 52–53
arch enemies (HeroClix), 145
archetypes of players

competition and, 255
Johnny, 29, 255
Spike, 29–30, 255
Timmy, 29–30, 255

Armor Wars, 149
Ashigaru Archers, 108, 109, 118
Ashigaru Spearmen, 118
attack and defense options, 13, 30–31
auction title, writing, 269–270
The Avengers, 74, 75–80
Avengers Assemble!, 80

• B •
backpack, 320
bags. See game bags
balance strategy, 31
Bang!, 300–301
bargains, 295–296
Barley Farm, 115
Base Set 2 (Pokémon), 91
base sets, 24–25
baseball card game, 176
Batman, 142–143, 144, 151, 152
Battlefield of Shallow Graves, 119
BCW (Web site), 27, 319
Beast Boy (veteran version), 151
beginners. See getting started
big combination strategy, 31
binders

D-ring, 252, 319
locking three-ring, 318–319
nine-pocket pages for, 27, 318
portfolio binders, 27, 252, 318
three-ring, 27, 251–252
zippered, 318, 319, 320
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Black Knight, 76
Black Lotus, 52
Black Luster Soldier, 133
Black Panther, 76
Blade Knight, 137
Blaze, 59
Blood in the Dark, 69
The Bloodspeaker Saga, 114
board layout

Legend of the Five Rings, 110
Magic: The Gathering, 49–50
Vs. System, 70–71

booster displays, 277
booster packs. See also decks

buying, 12, 244
cost of, 80, 326
described, 12
as gifts, 316
quantity discounts, 316
rare cards in, 18
shipping, 277

boxes for cards
cost of, 251, 326
described, 26–27
types of, 250–251

Brainburst (Web site), 62
briefcase, 258
bubble envelope mailers, 275
bubble wrap rolls, 276
Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 182
building a deck. See also decks

analyzing cards and, 27–28
Legend of the Five Rings, 114–121
Magic: The Gathering, 57–60, 62
overview, 12, 13
Pokémon, 94–97
Vs. System, 75–79
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 134–137

building trading assets, 298
Bulbasaur, 91
Buster Blader, 133
Buy It Now option (eBay), 271–272, 296
buying cards. See also collecting cards;

trading cards and collectibles
booster packs, 12, 244
impulse purchases, 294
from local game stores, 277
online trading, 292

rare cards, 244–245
research for, 290–291
single cards, 244–245
starter decks, 12
tips for, 211

• C •
Call Down the Lightning, 79
Call of Cthulhu, 201–204, 218
Call of the Haunted, 137
Camerupt EX, 95, 96
Candelabra of Tawnos, 53
Captain America, 76
card boxes

cost of, 251, 326
described, 26–27
types of, 250–251

Card Coffin boxes, 251
card sleeves. See deck protectors
cards. See also rare cards; sets

analyzing, 27–28
base sets, 24–25
character cards, 22
condition of, 273–275
economy of, 28
effects cards, 23
equipment cards, 22–23
giving away, 26
interrupt cards, 23
Legend of the Five Rings, 100–109
location cards, 23
Magic: The Gathering, 42–48
Pokémon, 83–87, 94
roles of, 244
safety concerns, 246
shipping, 277
statistics on, 28
types of, 22–24
Vs. System, 64–69, 75–77
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 124–131

Case Closed, 158–159
cash gifts, 326
Castform, 93
categories of collectible games, 15–16, 35
Category 5, 301–302
Chaos Emperor Dragon, 133
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characters
about, 22
HeroClix, 142–145
Legend of the Five Rings, 100–101
Magic: The Gathering, 44–45, 57–58
Pokémon, 84–86
Vs. System, 64–66, 75–77
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 124–127, 130–131

Charizard, 91, 93
Charon Productions (Web site), 320, 321
chase cards, 25
checklists (“spoiler lists”), 121, 289
cheese strategy, 31
children

adults games and, 215, 216
choosing games for, 33, 211, 212–213
games oriented toward, 213–214
horror genre and, 218–219
miniatures games for, 215
registering with game companies, 248
teenagers’ games, 216–217
trading with, 296
tweens’ games, 214–215

chip-tossing game, 215. See also Clout
Fantasy

choosing a game
age range and, 212
for children, 33, 211, 212–214
depth of a game and, 35
game demonstrations and, 35, 38, 213
local support and, 34, 212
media-based games, 212
out-of-print games and, 37
style of playing and, 35–36, 212
for tweens, 214–215

The Clan Wars, 113
clicking dial (HeroClix), 142–145
Clobberin’ Time, 149
Clout Fantasy, 184–185, 215
CMG. See collectible miniatures game
Codename: Kids Next Door, 172–173
Coercion, 46, 48
Coldsnap, 56
collectability

described, 1, 244
determining, 270–271
miniatures game and, 225

collectible games. See also specific games
about, 1, 11–13
categories of, 15–16, 35
choosing, 33–36
collectible miniatures games, 15, 224–226
collectible throwing games, 16
constructible strategy games, 15, 238–239
history of, 16–18
switching, 37–38
trading card games, 15

collectible miniatures game (CMG). See
also constructible strategy game
(CSG); HeroClix

about, 15, 224–226
age range for, 217
board-based, 225, 226
booster packs for, 326
for children, 215
choosing a game and, 36
constructible games, 238–242
Dungeons & Dragons Miniatures, 226–228
game bag/case for, 320
history of, 224
Lord of the Rings, 231–234
Mage Knight, 18, 224, 234–236, 270
MechWarrior, 236–238
Navia Dratp, 229–231
Pirates, 239–240
playing surface for, 225, 234
promotional items, 248
Rocketmen, 240–242
shipping, 277
special pieces for, 226
Star Wars Miniatures, 226, 228–229
storage systems, 252–253, 321–322
traditional miniatures game versus, 223

collectible throwing game (CTG), 16
collecting cards. See also buying cards;

trading cards and collectibles
booster packs, 244
as gifts, 244
organizing your items and, 288–289
overview, 25–26, 243–244
personal style of, 36
promotion items, 245, 248
rare cards, 244–245
single cards, 244
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Coloretto, 302–303
combining cards

big combination strategy, 31
Legend of the Five Rings, 119–121
Magic: The Gathering, 60–61
overview, 13, 24, 27–28
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 137–138

comics, 64. See also Vs. System
Command Knight, 126
condition of collectibles

buying online and, 292
determining, 291–292
evaluating cards, 273–275
mint cards, 273
near mint cards, 274
pricing cards and figures and, 293
rare cards and, 298

constructed tournaments, 260
constructible strategy game (CSG)

children and, 215
described, 15, 238–239
Pirates, 239–240
Pirates of Spanish Main, 15, 18, 251
Race Day, 215
Rocketmen, 240–242

Continuo, 303–305
conventions. See also tournaments

admission badge, 325
cash-prize events, 264
choosing, 324–325
Dragon*Con, 325
GenCon (Geneva Convention), 38, 324
GenCon SoCal convention, 325
Origins International Game Expo, 38, 324
overview, 324–325
playing, 19
sampling new games at, 38
trading cards at, 246

Copper Mine, 116
Corsola, 95, 96
Cosmic Justice, 150
costs. See also value of cards

booster packs, 80, 326
deck boxes, 251, 326
deck protectors, 326
game bag, 319
magazine price guides, 290, 293
packing and shipping, 275
promotional items, 248

rare cards, 244–245
single cards, buying, 244–245

Crab Clan, 100
Crane Clan, 100
The Creator, 133
Crippled Bone Blade, 108, 109
Critical Mass, 149
Crystal Mine, 116
CSG. See constructible strategy game
CTG (collectible throwing game), 16
Cursed Scroll, 54
Cyber Dragon, 134
Cyber End Dragon, 134
Cybernetic Revolution, 134
Cyber-Stein, 134
Cyborg, 152
Cyndaquil, 96

• D •
Daitan, 118
The Dark, 53
Dark Beginning 1, 133
Dark Beginning 2, 133
Dark Blade, 125–126, 135
Dark Crisis, 133
Dark Magician Girl, 133
Dark Millennium, 186
Dark Revelation 1, 134
Dark Revelation 2, 234
DC Origins, 73–74
DC’s heroes and villains, 150
D.D. Warrior Lady, 135–136
dead games

Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 182
children and, 213
finding, 37
Monty Python and the Holy Grail, 182
Star Wars Customizable Card Game, 

182, 249
deck protectors

artist-edition, 317
cost of, 326
described, 249–250
as gifts, 317
“mini” size, 317
replacing, 250
screw-down card display cases, 317
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decks. See also booster packs; building a
deck

creating your own, 13
preconstructed (precons), 24
starter, 12, 102, 114, 256
structure decks, 134

defense and denial strategy, 30–31
demonstrations

choosing a game and, 35, 38, 213
at local game stores, 281

depth of a game, 35, 100, 216
Destiny Board, 133
Destiny Has No Secrets, 106–107
dice

game, 305–306
gift ideas, 323
oversized, 322
six-sided, 145
Web site, 323

Digimon, 159–161
Disciplined Infantry, 118
displays

booster displays, 277
screw-down card display cases, 317

Double Rainbow Energy, 95
draft events, 260
Dragon Ball GT, 163–165, 214
Dragon Ball Z, 163–165
Dragon Booster, 161–162
Dragon Clan, 100
Dragon*Con (game convention), 325
Dream Clown, 137
D-ring binders, 252, 319
Duel Masters, 165–166, 213
Dungeons & Dragons Miniatures, 226–228

• E •
early adopter gamers, 36
Earth’s Mightiest Heroes, 80
Easy Come, Easy Go, 305–306
eBay

auction title, 269–270
bargains, 296
Buy It Now option, 271–272, 296
buying supplies from, 276
completed items list, 268–269

grading and describing your item,
272–275

length of auction, 270–272
listing an auction, 274
online selling tutorial, 274
packing and shipping your item, 275–278
photograph of item, 275
price setting, 270–272, 293
researching products, 266–269
tips for using, 266

economy of a card, 28
effects cards, 23
elimination-style tournaments, 259
Elves of Deep Shadow, 53
Enemy Controller, 133
energy cards, 83–84
equipment cards, 22–23
Erayo, Soratami Ascendant, 56
Erayo’s Essence, 56
Escrima Sticks, 67
etiquette

disagreements with sellers and, 292
fairness in trading, 296
saying “no” and, 295, 297

Ex Delta Species, 94
Ex Deoxys, 94
Ex Emerald, 94, 95
Ex FireRed & LeafGreen, 93
Ex Hidden Legends, 93
Ex Ruby & Sapphire, 93
Ex Sandstorm, 93
Ex Team Magma versus Team Aqua, 93
Ex Team Rocket Returns, 94
Ex Unseen Forces, 94, 95
Exalted Angel, 55
Exiled Force, 135
Exodia Necross, 133
expansion sets, 24–25. See also sets
Expedition, 93

• F •
Falcon, 76
The Fallen, 53
Fallen Empires, 53
Fantastic Forces, 149
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fantasy and science fiction games
about, 183–184
Clout Fantasy, 184–185
Dark Millennium, 186
Final Twilight, 186–188
Hecatomb, 188–189
Horus Heresy, 186, 189–190
Neopets, 190–191
Shadowfist, 191
Spycraft, 192–193
WarCry, 194–195
Warhammer, 198
Warhammer 40K, 186, 189, 194
Warlord: Saga of the Storm, 195–197

FAQ document (Frequently Asked
Questions), 256

fighting energy, 84, 85
Final Twilight, 186–188
fine cards, 274
fire energy, 84
fishing lure boxes (tackle boxes), 253, 321
Flaming Eternity, 133
Flashfires, 61
flexibility of play, 216
Flight, 46, 47
flip-top deck box, 251
Fluxx 3.0, 308–309
For Sale, 306–308
Force of Nature, 60
Force of Will, 53
Forest, 44, 45
Fossil, 92
The Four Winds, 114
Frequently Asked Questions document

(FAQ), 256
friends, choosing a game and, 34, 212
Fullmetal Alchemist, 166–168, 217
Furnace of Rath, 60
Fusion Sword Murasame Blade, 136

• G •
game bags

backpack, 320
briefcase, 258
for collectible miniatures, 320
cost of, 319
as a gift, 319–321
luggage tags for, 257

packing and organizing, 257–258
rolling bag (Mr. Suitcase), 320
safety issues, 258

game companies
online trading, 246–248
registering with, 257
super-special tournaments, 260–261
volunteer applications from, 283–284

A Game of Thrones, 204–206
game stores

buying cards from, 277
choosing a game and, 34, 212
importance of supporting, 277
tournaments at, 153, 256–259, 260, 281
trading cards at, 246
volunteering at, 281

game text, 28
Garfield, Richard (game designer), 17, 41
Gate Guardian, 132
Gearfried, 135
Gearfried the Iron Knight, 135
GenCon (Geneva Convention), 38, 324
GenCon SoCal convention, 325
genres. See also specific genres

anime, 157–158
fantasy and science fiction, 183–184
history or literature, 199
horror, 218–219
media-based games, 171

getting started. See also choosing a game
game demonstrations and, 35, 38, 213
overview, 12–13
playing at home, 256
studying cards, 25–28, 256, 257

GI Joe, 173–174
Giant Growth, 46, 48, 59
Giant Trunade, 137
gift ideas

binders, 318–319
booster packs, 316
card packs, 244
cash, 326
convention admission badge, 325
convention trips, 324–325
deck protectors, 317
dice, 323
game bag, 319–321
game magazines, 323–324
gift certificates, 325–326
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storage systems, 321–322
tokens and markers, 322

Gifts and Favors, 116
Gilford the Lightning, 137–138
giving away cards, 26
Goblin Brigand, 44–45, 58
Goliath, 77
good quality cards, 274
grass energy, 84
Green Lantern Corps, 74
Grizzly Bears, 58
Gym Challenge, 92
Gym Heroes, 92

• H •
Hammer of Bogardan, 54
Hammerdog Games (Web site), 322
Harley Quinn, 146–147
Hawkeye, 76
HCRealms (Web site), 153–154
Heart of Rokugan, 119
Heavy Storm, 127–128, 137
Hecatomb, 188–189
HeroClix. See also collectible miniatures

game (CMG)
about, 141–142
actions, 145–146
arch enemies, 145
assembling a team, 150–152
battlefield, 145
battlefield conditions cards, 152–153
break away, 146
bystander tokens, 153
combat, 146–148
critical mass, 147
Feats cards, 153
figures and clicking dial, 142–145
knockback, 147
mixing and matching figures, tokens and

cards, 152–153
objects, 153
playing the game, 145–148
rare figures, 144
sets of figures, 142, 148–150
six-sided dice for, 145
tournaments, 153
unique figures, 143

Web sites, 153–154, 248
winning, 148

Hida Kosedo, 103–105
The Hidden Emperor, 113
historical or literature-based card games

about, 199
Anachronism, 200–201, 214
Call of Cthulhu, 201–204, 218
A Game of Thrones, 204–206
Illuminati: New World Order (INWO),

206–208
Vampire: The Eternal Struggle (V:TES),

208–210
history

collectible games, 16–18
collectible miniatures games, 224
Mage Knight, 18
Magic: The Gathering, 1, 17, 41–42, 216
Pokémon, 17, 81–82

horizontal flip-top box, 251
horror genre, 218–219. See also Call of

Cthulhu
Horus Heresy, 186, 189–190
Horus the Black Flame Dragon, 133
Hulk, 79
Hunted Wumpus, 58
Hymn to Tourach, 53
Hypertime, 150

• I •
Ice Age Block, 53, 56
Icons, 150, 152
Ikoma Chikao, 120
Ikoma Kosaku, 117
Ikoma Otemi, 117
Illuminati: New World Order (INWO),

206–208
impulse purchases, 294
Indy HeroClix, 150
Infinity Challenge, 149
InQuest Gamer (magazine)

described, 324
HeroClix tips, 154
Magic tips, 62
price guides, 290
promotional items, 248
soon-to-be-released games listings, 36
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interrupt cards, 23
Inuyasha, 168–169
Invasion Block, 55
Invasion of Chaos, 133
inventory of collectibles, 289
(INWO) Illuminati: New World Order,

206–208
Iron Man, 76
Island, 44

• J •
Jarvis, Honorary Avenger, 79
Jinzo, 133
Johnny archetype, 29, 255
Jungle, 92
Justice League of America, 74

• K •
Kamigawa Block, 56, 60
Karplusan Forest, 60
“kill and keep” scenario, 261
Kird Ape, 57
Knights, 74
Knights Immortal chariot, 270

• L •
Laboratories, 78
Labyrinth of Nightmare, 133
Lanette’s Net Search, 96
Large Farm, 116
late bloomer gamers, 36
Legacy, 150
Legacy of Darkness, 133
Legend of Blue-Eyes White Dragon, 132
Legend of the Five Rings (L5R)

action cards, 106–107
action phase, 111
attack phase, 111–112
board layout, 110
bowed cards, 110
building a deck (Lion Clan), 114–121
cards, 100–109
checklists (“spoiler lists”) for, 121
clan cards, 100–101, 108
combining cards, 119–121

depth of, 100
dueling, 112–113
dynasty deck, 102, 103–106, 115–117
dynasty phase, 112
end phase, 112
enlightenment victory, 101
events phase, 111
fate deck, 102, 103, 106–109, 118–119
focus pool, 112
followers cards, 107–108
holding cards, 105–106
honor victory, 101
item cards, 108
military victory, 101
personality cards, 103–105, 110
playing a game, 110–112
rare cards, 120
sensei cards, 102
sets, 113–114
spell cards, 108–109
starter decks, 102, 114
storyline, 99, 108
stronghold cards, 102–103
symbols and codes (“bugs”), 105
tournaments, 121
unbowed cards, 110
Web sites, 121
wind cards, 102
winning, 101

Legendary Battles, 79
Legendary Collection (Pokémon), 91
Legends, 53
Light Speed, 309–310
Lightning Blade, 136
lightning energy, 83, 84
Lightning Helix, 56
Lightning Vortex, 137
Limited Edition, 52
limited-edition cards, 18, 25
Lion Clan, 100, 114–121
Lion’s Pride, 118
literature-based card games. See historical

or literature-based card games
Llanowar Elves, 57
local tournaments, 256–259, 260
location cards

described, 23
Legend of the Five Rings, 100–101
Vs. System, 68, 75, 78
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locking three-ring binders, 318–319
Loco, 310–311
Lord of the Rings, 174–176
Lord of the Rings (miniatures), 231–234
The Lost Millennium, 134
Lotus Edition, 102, 105, 114
Lugia, 92
Luvdisc, 95, 96

• M •
Madness, 152–153
magazines. See also InQuest Gamer

(magazine); Scrye (magazine)
gift subscriptions, 323–324
price guides in, 290, 293

Mage Knight, 18, 224, 234–236, 270
Magic Jammer, 129, 137
Magic Online (Web site), 61
Magic Rarities (Web site), 62
Magic Ruler, 132
Magic: The Gathering

artifact cards, 46
beginning phase, 50
board layout, 49–50
booster draft, 61
building a deck, 57–60, 62
cards, 42–48
colors, 42–43
combat phase, 51
combining cards, 60–61
creature cards, 44–45, 57–58
depth and flexibility of, 216
Eighth Edition, 55–56
enchantment cards, 46
end phase, 51
first main phase, 50
history of, 1, 17, 41–42, 216
instant cards, 46
land cards, 44, 45, 59–60
new releases, 56
playing, 50–52
Pro Tours, 264
rare cards, 60–61
second main phase, 51
sets, 52–57
sorcery cards, 46

spell cards, 58–59
tournaments, 216
Web sites, 61–62
winning, 50

Magician’s Force, 133
mailers, bubble envelope, 275
Mana Drain, 53
manga, 157. See also anime games
Mantis Clan, 100
Marauding Captain, 135
markers and tokens, 322
marquee tournament, 261
Marshtomp, 95, 96
Marvel Knights, 74
Marvel Origins, 73
Marvel’s superheroes, 149
Mary’s Request, 96
Mataza the Zapper, 135
Matsu Agoro, 117
Matsu Hyun, 117
Matsu Miyahara, 117
Matsu Takenao, 117
Matsu Taniko, 120
MechWarrior, 236–238
media-based games. See also Pokémon; Yu-

Gi-Oh!
about, 171
choosing, 212
Codename: Kids Next Door, 172–173
dead, but popular, 182
GI Joe, 173–174
Lord of the Rings, 174–176
MLB Showdown, 176
Star Trek, 179–181
Star Wars, 177–179
Star Wars Customizable Card Game, 

182, 249
Star Wars Miniatures, 226, 228–229
WWE Raw Deal, 181–182
Zatch Bell, 214–215

Metal Raiders, 132
Might of Oaks, 60
miniatures games, 223, 232. See also

collectible miniatures game (CMG);
constructible strategy game (CSG)

mini-maxing, 28
mint-condition cards, 273
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Mirage Block, 54
Mirrodin Block, 56
Mishra’s Workshop, 53
MLB Showdown, 176
Mojoverse, 68
Monster cards (Yu-Gi-Oh!), 124–127,

130–131
Monty Python and the Holy Grail, 182
Mosques Block, 54–55
motivation for playing, 29–30
Mountain, 44, 59, 60
movie games. See media-based games
Mr. Suitcase (rolling bag), 320
Mudkip, 96
mulligan, 71, 88
Murkrow, 93
Mutant Mayhem, 149
Mystical Space Typhoon, 137

• N •
Navia Dratp, 229–231
Necropotence, 53
negotiating trades, 294–295
Neo sets, 92–93
Neopets, 190–191
nine-pocket pages for binders, 27, 318
Nintendo (Web site), 97
Numel, 96

• O •
Obnoxious Celtic Guard, 135
Odyssey Block, 55
Omoidasu, 118
Onix, fighting pokémon, 84–86
online games, 139
online trading, 246–249
Onslaught Block, 55–56
Order of the Ebon Hand, 53
organizing collectibles. See also storage

systems
checklists (“spoiler lists”) for, 289
importance of, 26
inventory of collectibles, 289
by set, 288, 289
tools for, 26–27

Origins, 73–74

Origins International Game Expo, 38, 324
Ororo Munroe, 65
Outmaneuvered by Tactics, 119
out-of-print games

Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 182
children and, 213
finding, 37
Monty Python and the Holy Grail, 182
Star Wars Customizable Card Game, 

182, 249
Overwhelmed, 119

• P •
package deals, 295
packing and shipping

collectible miniatures games, 277
cost of, 275
supplies for, 275–276
using Priority Mail, 276–277

Peasant Vengeance, 119
“penny sleeves”, 275
Pharaonic Guardian, 133
Pharoah’s Servant, 133
Phoenix Clan, 100
Pikachu, 82, 91
Pirates, 239–240
Pirates of Spanish Main, 15, 18, 251
Plains, 44, 61
planeswalker, 42
playability, 291
players

archetypes, 29–30, 255
reputation as fair trader, 296, 297
style of playing, 35–36, 212

playing. See also tournaments
at home, 256
opportunities for, 18–19
Pro Tour (professional tours), 19, 263–264
style of, 35–36, 212

Playroom, 78
Pojo (Web site), 139
Pokémon

about, 81–82
active pokémon, 88, 89
Base Set 2, 91
battle, 90–91
benched pokémon, 88, 89
building a deck, 94–97
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cards, 83–87, 94
damage, 86
Energy cards, 83–84, 94
history of, 17, 81–82
Legendary Collection, 91
mulligan, 88
Onix, 84–86
playing the game, 87–91
Pokémon cards, 84–86, 94
Poké-Power, 89
popularity with children, 213, 214
prize cards, 88
promotional items, 94
rare cards, 91
Retreat Cost, 86
sets, 91–94
special conditions, 90–91
Trainer cards, 86–87, 94
Web sites, 97
winning, 88

Pokémon USA (Web site), 97
Polymerization, 126
Portal, Portal: Second Age, 57
Portal: Three Kingdoms, 57
portfolio binders, 27, 252, 318
post office, 276–277
Potion, 87
preconstructed decks (precons), 24
prerelease event, 260
price of cards. See costs
Princess of Tsurugi, 137
Priority Mail, 276–277
professional-level tournaments (Pro Tour),

19, 263–264
Professor Birch, 96
Professor Oak, 91
promotional items

cost of, 248
magazines featuring, 324
Pokémon, 94
rare cards as, 248
single cards as, 245
Vs. System, 80
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 134

protecting cards and miniatures. See deck
protectors; storage systems

Psychatog, 55
psychic energy, 84

• Q •
questions to ask

choosing a game and, 34–35
most common, 256

quick games. See short games
Quicksilver, 76
Quilava, 95, 96

• R •
Race Day, 215
Raigeki, 132
Rain of Death, 119
rare cards

chase cards, 25
condition of, 298
cost of, 244–245
Legend of the Five Rings, 120
limited-edition cards, 18, 25
Magic: The Gathering, 60–61
Pokémon, 91
pricing, 293
promotional items, 248
super-rare, 18
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 127, 134, 138

Rathi Dragon, 60
Ratling, 101
Raven (experienced version), 152
Ravnica Block, 56, 60
Refugees, 119
regional and national tournaments,

261–263
Reinforcement of the Army, 136
release date, 24, 25
Relentless Assault, 60
Repulsor Ray, 79
reputation as fair trader, 296, 297
research

for buying, selling, trading, 290–291
on eBay, 266–269

Reshef the Dark Being, 134
rewards for volunteers, 284
Rice Paddy, 105–106
Rick, 76
Right Hand of the Emperor, 115
Ring of Destruction, 133
Rise of Destiny, 133
Robin, 151, 152
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Roborally, 17
Rocketmen, 240–242
Rod of Ruin, 46, 47
roleplaying, 100, 227, 228
roles of cards, 244
rolling bag (Mr. Suitcase), 320
rule book, 27–28, 256

• S •
Sabertooth Games, online trading, 247
Sabol Designs (Web site), 320
Sacred Phoenix of Nephthys, 133
safety issues

cards and, 246
game bag and, 258

Scarlet Witch, 77
science fiction and fantasy games

about, 183–184
Clout Fantasy, 184–185
Dark Millennium, 186
Final Twilight, 186–188
Hecatomb, 188–189
Horus Heresy, 186, 189–190
Neopets, 190–191
Shadowfist, 191
Spycraft, 192–193
WarCry, 194–195
Warhammer, 198
Warhammer 40K, 186, 189, 194
Warlord: Saga of the Storm, 195–197

Scorpion Clan, 100
Scorpion Clan Coup, 113
screw-down card display cases, 317
Scrye (magazine)

described, 324
HeroClix tips and news, 154
Magic tips and news, 62
price guides, 290
soon-to-be-released games listings, 36

sealed format, 260
Secluded Waystation, 116
security matters

cards and, 246
game bag and, 258

selling collectibles. See eBay; trading cards
and collectibles

Sengir Vampire, 52
Serra Angel, 52

Set, 312–313
sets

base sets and expansions, 24–25
HeroClix figures, 142, 148–150
Legend of the Five Rings, 113–114
Magic: The Gathering, 52–57
organizing by, 288, 289
Pokémon, 91–94
preconstructed decks (precons), 24
release schedule, 25
Vs. System, 73–74
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 132–134

Shadowfist, 191
Shadowlands Horde, 101
She-Hulk, 77
shipping and packing

collectible miniatures games, 277
cost of, 275
supplies for, 275–276
using Priority Mail, 276–277

Shiro no Yojin, 102, 103, 115
Shivan Dragon, 52
Shock, 59
short games

Bang!, 300–301
Category 5, 301–302
Coloretto, 302–303
Continuo, 303–305
Easy Come, Easy Go, 305–306
Fluxx 3.0, 308–309
Light Speed, 309–310
Loco, 310–311
For Sale, 306–308
Set, 312–313
tournaments and, 299

The Sinner’s Body, 23
Skarmory, 93
Skullclamp, 56
Skyridge, 93
Sliver Queen, 54
Snatch Steal, 137
Soul of the Duelist, 133
Southern Islands, 92
spell cards

Legend of the Five Rings, 108–109
Magic: The Gathering, 58–59
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 127–128, 131

Spike archetype, 29–30, 255
“spoiler lists” (checklists), 121, 289
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Spycraft, 192–193
Squirtle, 91
Star City Games (Web site), 62
Star Trek, 179–181
Star Wars, 177–179
Star Wars Customizable Card Game, 

182, 249
Star Wars Miniatures, 226, 228–229
Starfire (experienced version), 152
starter decks, 12, 102, 114, 256
storage systems. See also organizing

collectibles
deck boxes, 26–27, 250–251
deck protectors, 249–250
D-ring binders, 252, 319
fishing lure boxes, 253, 321
as gifts, 321–322
locking three-ring binders, 318–319
for miniatures, 252–253, 321–322
nine-pocket pages for binders, 27, 318
portfolio binders, 27, 252, 318
three-ring binders, 27, 251–252
Web sites, 27

stores. See game stores
Storm, 65
storyline

following and building, 12–13
Legend of the Five Rings, 99, 108

storyline tournament, 261
strategies

adult level games and, 216
all-out attack, 30
balance, 31
big combination, 31
cheese, 31
defense and denial, 30–31
turtle, 31

studying cards
importance of, 256
knowing your deck and, 257
overview, 25–26
rule book and, 27–28, 256

style of playing, 35–36, 212
style of tournament, 259–261
Submerged feat card, 153

summer game conventions. See also
conventions; tournaments

GenCon (Geneva Convention), 38, 324
Origins International Game Expo, 38, 324
playing, 19
sampling new games at, 38

superheroes. See HeroClix
Superman, Man of Steel, 74
supplies and accessories. See also game

bags; storage systems
bubble envelope mailers, 275
bubble wrap rolls, 276
cost of mailing supplies, 275
“penny sleeves”, 275
tape dispenser and packing tape, 276
top loaders, 275

Swamp, 44
Swampert, 95
Swiss-style tournaments, 259
switching games, 37–38

• T •
tackle boxes (fishing lure boxes), 253, 321
tape dispenser and packing tape, 276
TCG (trading card game). See also getting

started; specific games
about, 15
playing at home, 256
studying cards, 25–28, 256–257
types of players and, 29–30, 255

Team Rocket, 92
teams, creating your own, 13
teenagers, games for, 216–217
Tempest Block (a.k.a. Rath cycle), 54
Terra, 152
three-ring binders

described, 27, 251–252
D-ring, 252, 319
locking, 318–319
nine-pocket pages for, 27, 318
zippered, 318, 319, 320

Three-Stone River, 119
Timmy archetype, 29–30, 255
tokens and markers, 322
Tolarian Academy, 54
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top loaders, 275
tournaments. See also conventions;

summer game conventions
about, 36, 255
arriving at, 258
constructed, 260
dealing with disagreements and, 258
elimination-style, 259
HeroClix, 153
Legend of the Five Rings, 121
local game stores, 153, 256–259, 260, 281
Magic: The Gathering, 216
marquee, 261
number of games at, 259
prizes and promotional items at, 248, 259
professional-level, 19, 263–264
regionals and nationals, 261–263
security matters, 246, 258
short games during, 299
styles of, 259–261
super-special, 260–261
Swiss-style, 259
volunteering at, 282–283
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 138–139

trading card game (TCG). See also getting
started; specific games

about, 15
playing at home, 256
studying cards, 25–28, 256–257
types of players and, 29–30, 255

trading cards and collectibles. See also
buying cards; collecting cards

bargains, 295–296
building trading stock, 298
condition of items and, 291–292, 293
determining value of items, 292
face-to-face, 245–246
at game stores, 246
getting started, 289–290
negotiating deals, 294–295
online, 246–249
overview, 25–26, 243, 287
research needed for, 290–291
saying “no”, 295, 297

Trainer cards, 86–87
traveling, 319–321

turtle strategy, 31
TV-based games. See media-based games
tweens, games for, 214–215
types of cards

character cards, 22
chase cards, 25
effects, 23
equipment cards, 22–23
interrupt, 23
locations, 23

Typhlosion, 92, 95

• U •
Ultimates, 149
UltraPro (Web site), 27, 319, 320
Unglued, 57
Unhinged, 57
Unicorn Clan, 100
United We Stand, 133
Universe, 149
Unleashed, 150
Unown cards, 94
Upper Deck

Pro Circuit Web site, 264
tournament play Web site, 139
Vs. System Web site, 74
Yu-Gi-Oh! Web site, 138

Urza Block, 54
U.S. Postal Service, 276–277

• V •
value of cards

determining, 270–272, 292–293
magazine price guides, 290, 293
mini-maxing and, 28
researching, 290

Vampire: The Eternal Struggle (V:TES),
208–210

Vampiric Tutor, 54
Viashino Sandstalker, 58, 59
video games

Nintendo, 81
Pokémon, 93, 97
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 127, 134
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Vindicate, 55
Viridian Shaman, 61
Vision, 77
Volcanic Hammer, 59
volunteers

age requirements for, 281
applications for, 283–284
formal test for, 284
at local game stores, 281
overview, 279
qualifications, 280–281
rewards for, 284
at tournaments, 282–283

Vs. System
about, 63–64, 216
attack (ATK) and defense (DEF), 66
The Avengers, 74, 75–80
board layout, 70–71
booster packs for, 80
Build phase, 71
building a deck, 75–79
cards, 64–69, 75–77
Character cards, 64–66, 75–77
Combat phase, 71–73
concealed characters, 66
endurance points, 64
Equipment cards, 67
Location cards, 68, 75, 78
mixing and matching cards, 79–80
mulligan, 71
name and version, 64–65
payment power, 66
playing a game, 71–73
Plot Twist cards, 69, 75, 78–79
promotional items, 80
rare cards, 66, 79
Recovery phase, 73
sets, 63, 73–74
stunned characters, 68
team affiliation, 65–66
Web sites, 74

V:TES (Vampire: The Eternal Struggle),
208–210

• W •
Warbird, 76, 77
WarCry, 194–195

Warhammer, 198
Warhammer 40K, 186, 189, 194
Warlord: Saga of the Storm, 195–197
Warrior Lady of the Wasteland, 135
Warrior’s Triumph, 134
Wasp, 76
water energy, 84
Waterfront Bouncer, 54–55
Web of Spider-Man, 74
Web sites

Alderac Entertainment Group, 121
BCW, 27, 319
Brainburst, 62
Charon Productions, 320, 321
dice, 323
Dragon*Con, 325
GenCon (Geneva Convention), 38, 324
Hammerdog Games, 322
HCRealms, 153–154
HeroClix, 153–154, 248
Legend of the Five Rings, 121
Lord of the Rings, 175–176
Magic Online, 61
Magic Rarities, 62
Magic: The Gathering, 61–62
MLB Showdown, 176
Nintendo, 97
Origins International Game Expo, 38, 324
Pojo, 139
Pokémon, 97
Sabol Designs, 320
Star City Games, 62
UltraPro, 27, 319, 320
Vs. System, 74
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 138, 139

Weisman, Jordan (collectible miniatures
game designer), 224

winning
basic strategies, 30–31
HeroClix, 148
Legend of the Five Rings, 101
Magic: The Gathering, 50
Pokémon, 88
types of players and, 29–30
Yu-Gi-Oh!, 124

Winry Rockbell, 14
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WizKids Games
collectible miniatures game and, 15
HeroClix Web site, 153
online trading, 247
tournaments, 153

Wonder Man, 77
WWE Raw Deal, 181–182

• X •
Xplosion, 149

• Y •
Yata-Garasu, 133
Yu-Gi-Oh!

about, 123–124
Battle phase, 131–132
building a deck, 134–137
cards, 124–131
combining cards, 137–138
dueling, 124, 130–132
effect monsters, 126
fusion deck, 126, 130
fusion monsters, 126

Monster cards, 124–127, 130–131
normal monsters, 126
online games, 139
Polymerization, 126
popularity with children, 213
promotional cards, 134
rare cards, 127, 134, 138
ritual monsters, 126
sets, 132–134
side deck, 130
Spell cards, 127–128, 131
structure decks, 134
token monsters, 127
tournaments, 138–139
Trap cards, 129
video games, 127, 134
Web sites, 138, 139
winning, 124

YuGiOhRealms (Web site), 139

• Z •
Zatch Bell, 214–215
zippered binders, 318, 319, 320
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