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By Train Vienna has four principal rail stations, with frequent connections from all
Austrian cities and towns and from all major European cities. For train information
for all stations, call @ 05/1717.

Westbahnhof (West Railway Station), on Europaplatz, is for trains arriving from
western Austria, France, Germany, Switzerland, and some eastern European countries.
It has frequent links to major Austrian cities such as Salzburg, which is a 3-hour train
ride from Vienna. The Westbahnhof connects with local trains, the U3 and U6 under-
ground lines, and several tram and bus routes.

Siidbahnhof (South Railway Station), on Siidtirolerplatz, has train service to
southern and eastern Austria, Italy, Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia. It is linked with
local rail service and tram and bus routes.

Both of these stations house useful travel agencies (Osterreichisches Verkehrs-
biiro) that provide tourist information and help with hotel reservations. In the West-
bahnhof the agency is in the upper hall and at the Stidbahnhof, in the lower hall.

Other stations in Vienna include Franz-Josef Bahnhof, on Franz-Josef-Platz, used
mainly by local trains, although connections are made here to Prague and Berlin. You
can take the D-tram line to the city’s Ringstrasse from here. Wien Mitte, at Land-
strasser Hauptstrasse 1, is also a terminus for local trains, plus a depot for trains to the
Czech Republic and to Vienna International Airport.

By Bus The City Bus Terminal is at the Wien Mitte rail station, Landstrasser
Hauptstrasse 1. This is the arrival depot for Post buses and Bundesbuses from points
all over the country, and also the arrival point for private buses from various European
cities. The terminal has lockers, currency-exchange kiosks, and a ticket counter open
daily from 6:15am to 6pm. For bus information, call @ 05/1717 daily from 6:15am
to 6pm.

By Car You can reach Vienna from all directions via major highways (Auzobahnen)
or by secondary highways. The main artery from the west is Autobahn A1, coming in
from Munich 468km (291 miles), Salzburg 336km (209 miles), and Linz 187km (116
miles). Autobahn A2 arrives from the south, from Graz 200km (124 miles) and Kla-
genfurt 309km (192 miles). Autobahn A4 comes in from the east, connecting with
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Route E58, which runs to Bratislava and Prague. Autobahn A22 takes traffic from the
northwest, and Route E10 connects to the cities and towns of southeastern Austria
and Hungary.

VISITOR INFORMATION  Tourist Office The official Wien Tourist-Informa-
tion, Albertinaplatz 7 (® 01/211-14-481; www.info.wien.at), is open daily from
9am to 7pm. You can make room reservations here.

Websites Besides Wien Tourist-Information (www.info.wien.at), go to the Austrian
National Tourist Office (www.austria-tourism.at/us) for current information on culture
and events.

CITY LAYOUT Vienna has evolved into one of the largest metropolises of central
Europe, with a surface area covering 415 sq. km (160 sq. miles). It’s divided into 23
districts (Bezirke), each identified by a Roman numeral.

The size and shape of the First District, known as the Innere Stadt (Inner City),
roughly corresponds to the original borders of the medieval city. Other than the Cathe-
dral of St. Stephan, very few Gothic or medieval buildings remain—many were recon-
structed in the baroque or neoclassical style, whereas others are modern replacements of
buildings bombed during World War II. As Austria’s commercial and cultural nerve cen-
ter, the central district contains dozens of streets devoted exclusively to pedestrian traffic.
The most famous of these is Kirntnerstrasse, which bypasses the Vienna State Opera
House during its southward trajectory toward the province of Carinthia (Kirnten).

Ringstrasse is a circular boulevard about 4km (2} miles) long whose construction
between 1859 and 1888 was one of the most ambitious (and controversial) examples
of urban restoration in the history of central Europe. The boulevard surrounds the
Inner City. Confusingly, the name of this boulevard changes many times during its
encirclement of the Inner City. Names that apply to it carry the suffix -7ing: for exam-
ple, Opernring, Schottenring, Burgring, Dr.-Karl-Lueger-Ring, Stubenring, Parkring,
Schubertring, and Kirntner Ring.

Native Behavior

Get accustomed to hearing Gruss Gott (God bless you) when Austrians greet
you and Auf Wiedersehen when they leave. These greetings are practiced
by everybody from your hotel manager to the shoeshine man.

Although no one will kick you off the premises, it is a local custom to
dress up for a night at the opera or ballet. You can show up in a jogging
suit or jeans, but you might feel out of place.

Austria is perhaps the most formal of the countries reviewed in this
guide. Yes, some gents nostalgic for the old Austro-Hungarian Empire still
bow and click their heels when introduced to a lady. Prepare to shake hands
on both meeting and parting. The Austrians are great sticklers for titles,
however minor or honorific, including Doktor or Professor.

If you've never hung out in coffeehouses before, making one your sec-
ond living room, Austria is a wonderful introduction to this custom. The
Viennese especially can sit for hour after hour over a single cup of coffee
reading magazines and newspapers or else watching the world parade by.








































































































































































