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Aaron (brother of Moses)
death of, 123-124

exodus from Egypt, 84, 85, 86, 87

golden calf, 95-96
Miriam’s sin, 120
overview, 297

priestly duties, 106-107

Abel (son of Adam and Eve), 67, 289

Abraham (patriarch)
birth of Isaac, 74-75
birthplace, 71
burial, 199
circumcision practice, 192-193
family tree, 76, 77
God’s calling, 71-72
hospitality, 146, 151
misconceptions, 71
name, 72
overview, 297
prayers, 35
wife, 61
absolute value, 259
Adam (first man), 65-67, 195, 198
adama, 65
Adonai (name of God), 26, 27
adultery, 117, 149, 284
afternoon prayer, 35
agriculture
Cain and Abel’s story, 67
charity, 146-147
holy days, 172
negative commandments, 333
positive commandments, 313
Aish HaTorah (Web site), 275
Akiva (rabbi)
capital punishment, 164
definition, 297
Golden Rule, 291
man’s free will, 25
Torah studies, 253
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aleph, 101, 259
alphabet, 58, 101
altar, 98
Amalek (biblical figure), 234-235
Amalek tribe, 92-93
American Jewish Press Association, 275
Amidah (prayer), 36
angel, 124
Anglican Church, 279
animal
kosher laws, 204-205, 206
laws of sacrifice, 102-105
misunderstood quotations, 289
negative commandments, 333
Noah’s ark, 68-69
purity laws, 107-108, 136
rules of personal behavior, 153
scroll-writing supplies, 242, 243
anti-Semitism, 287
apprentice, 232
ARI writing style, 237
ark, 68-69
Ark of the Covenant (cabinet), 97, 98, 297
Aron Habrit (cabinet), 97, 98, 297
Aron HaKodesh (holy closet)
definition, 297
scroll care tips, 24
Shabbat ritual, 214-216, 228
arrogance, 70
asham, 105
Ashkenazic pronunciation, 3
Asseret HaDibrot. See Ten Commandments
attitude, proper, 235
Avihu (son of Aaron), 106-107
Avodah (service), 36
Avot (ancestors), 36
awe, of God, 30-31
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“b” sound, 256
ba’al koray, 218, 225-226
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Baal Shem Tov (rabbi), 22, 265
Balak (king), 124-125
Bamidbar (Torah book). See also Numbers
definition, 297
overview, 113
weekly readings, 44-45
Bar Mitzvah ritual, 194-195
bat kol, 28-29, 297
Bat Mitzvah ritual, 194-195
beard, 118
beef, 107, 205
behavior, communal
business practices, 157-159
Noahide Laws, 155-156
Torah instructions, 16
behavior, personal
basic principles, 144-147
clothing, 147-148
coming-of-age rituals, 194-195
commandments, 56, 58
fairness, 150-153
family rules, 148-150
misunderstood quotations, 285-293
overview, 143
Torah instructions, 16-17
beinoni, 256
Beit Midrash (house of Torah study), 161
Beit Yosef writing style, 237
Ben Bag Bag (sage), 23
Bereshit (Torah book). See also Genesis
definition, 3, 297
overview, 61
weekly readings, 43
bet, 256
Bible (Christian text), 14, 33, 269
The Bible Code (Drosnin), 257, 258
Biblical Images (Steinsaltz), 274
Biegeleisen’s (bookstore), 270
bikkur cholim, 147, 297
Bilaam (prophet), 124-125
Bilhah (Jacob’s concubine), 76
bimah, 218, 221, 298
Binah (understanding), 36
Birkat David (Blessing of David), 36
Birkat Ha-Aretz (prayer), 37
Birkat HaDin (justice), 36
Birkat HaMazon (prayer), 37, 298
Birkat HaMinim (the heretics), 36

Birkat HaShanim (blessing for years), 36
Birkat Ha-Tov v’'Ha-Maytiv (prayer), 37
Birkat Hazan (prayer), 37
Birkat Yerushalayim (prayer), 37
bitachon, 32, 298
bitter herb, 188
blasphemy, 161
blessing. See also specific blessings
scroll writing, 239
Shabbat rituals, 220-224
Shabbat rules, 175, 176
Blessing of David (Birkat David), 36
blood, 206
Bobov (Chassidic subgroup), 265
body, 65, 163
Bo’ne Yerushalayim (Builder of
Jerusalem), 36
bookstore, 270
boundary, land, 160
boy
Bar Mitzvah ritual, 194-195
birth customs, 18
circumcision, 18, 73, 192-194
coming-of-age tradition, 18
minyan, 213
Pharaoh’s death order, 81
bread
mishkan, 97
Passover rules, 187
Shabbat rules, 174, 176, 177, 178
breastplate, 100
brit, 73, 298
brit bat, 194
brit milah, 192, 298
Buddhism (religion), 35
burial, 199, 200, 246
burning bush, 84-85
burning, with fire, 163
burnt offering, 103
business, 157-159, 310, 326
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Cain (son of Adam and Eve), 67, 289
calendar, 64, 170, 181

calf, golden, 95-96

Canaan. See Israel

candle lighting, 175, 180
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capital punishment, 163-164
Chabad Lubavitch (Web site), 275
challah, 97, 174, 177
chametz, 187
character trait, 192
charity
Jewish law, 136
loans, 157-158
personal behavior, 146-147, 151
positive commandments, 307
Chasidism (revival movement), 22, 265, 298
chastity, 197
chatat, 104
chazzan, 216, 217, 298
cheeseburger, 205
cherubim, 98
chidush, 252
children
birth of, 18, 108, 192-194
coming-of-age rituals, 194-195
discipline, 136
family rules, 148
names, 222
negative commandments, 333
Passover story, 89
Pharaoh’s persecution, 81
plagues, 88
positive commandments, 313-314
Priestly Blessing, 118
Shabbat blessing, 175
Children of Israel. See also Jewish people
arrival at Mount Sinai, 93-95
census of, 113-116
definition, 61, 298
exodus from Egypt, 84-93, 188
family tree, 76, 77
father, 72
first discourse of Moses, 128-131
misunderstood quotations about, 292
overview, 80, 191
Pharaoh'’s rise to power, 81
scroll-writing laws, 230
second discourse of Moses, 132-137
third discourse of Moses, 137-139
choice
creation of man, 25
knowledge of evil, 66

relationship with God, 32-33
second discourse of Moses, 135
chosen people, 292
Christianity (religion)
Bible versus Torah, 14
literal interpretations, 247-248
roots of, 4
Ten Commandments, 279
chukim, 57, 298
chumash
definition, 11, 298
origin of term, 42
weekly readings, 211
The Chumash: The Gutnick Edition (Torah
translation), 266, 269
The Chumash: The Hirsch Edition (Torah
translation), 267
The Chumash: The Stone Edition (Torah
translation), 265, 266, 269
chumesh, 42
circumcision, 18, 73, 192-194
clothing
modesty, 147-148
mourning ritual, 200
negative commandments, 333
second-discourse of Moses, 137
Shabbat rules, 178-179
symbols, 202-203
Tabernacle priests, 98, 99-100
tefillin ritual, 57
code, 257-261
commandment
first discourse of Moses, 130
Holy Land boundaries, 125
overview, 56-58
purity and impurity laws, 110
commentary
differences of opinion, 271
notable commentators, 271-274
overview, 264, 270
translation selection, 269
Web sites, 275
writing tips, 270
commentator
authorship of Torah, 40, 41
definition, 3, 302
notable commentators, 271-274
Oral Torah, 14
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common sense, 156
communal behavior
business practices, 157-159
Noahide Laws, 155-156
Torah instructions, 16
compassion, 157
computer, 31
confession, 116-117
Conservative movement
authorship of Torah, 40
Torah translation, 265, 267-268, 269
corporal punishment, 162
court system
judge appointment, 161
negative commandments, 328-329
origin, 93, 128
overview, 161
positive commandments, 311-312
punishment, 162-164
second discourse of Moses, 136
testimony, 162
covenant, 69, 73
creation, of world
described, 22-25
first day, 168-169
Genesis, 15, 62-65
God’s voice, 34
view of God, 12
cremation, 200
criminal law, 329-330
cross-dressing, 137
crown, 219
Culi, Yaakov (rabbi), 266

custom, Jewish. See also specific customs

communication with God, 35-37
connection to God, 17-20
creation of earth, 12

goal of holy days, 112

life cycle events, 191-200
religious observances, 3
symbols, 200-204

Talmud sections, 47-50
testimonies, 57

Torah readings, 210-212
translation selection, 269
understanding of God, 33-34
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dairy product, 136, 205
dancing, 186
darkness, 169
day, 168-169, 170
Day of Atonement (holy day)
definition, 304
overview, 109, 182
priestly laws, 111
pronunciation of God’s name, 27
rules, 182-183
scheduled day, 171
death
Jewish views, 124
return to earth, 65
traditions, 18, 198-200
debt, 172
decapitation, 163
decree, 57
desert travel
challenges, 92
events during, 119-125
first discourse of Moses, 128-129
Deuteronomy (Torah book)
definition, 298
first discourse of Moses, 128-131
Hebrew name, 42
name, 14
overview, 16, 127
scroll writing, 230
second discourse of Moses, 132-137
third discourse of Moses, 137-139
weekly readings, 45, 212
Devarim. See Deuteronomy
dietary law. See kosher law
Dina (Jacob’s daughter), 76
divorce
Jewish tradition, 197-198
negative commandments, 323
positive commandments, 308
second discourse of Moses, 137
Documentary Hypothesis (biblical
studies), 26, 39-40
Dome of the Rock (mosque), 99
donkey, talking, 124



doorway, 200-202

doubt, 31, 32

d’rash, 252, 255, 298

dress, of scroll, 218-220, 228

Drosnin, Michael (The Bible Code), 257, 258
dust, 65

d’veykut, 32-33, 298

oF o

earth, creation of
described, 22-25
first day, 168-169
Genesis, 15, 62-65
God’s voice, 34
view of God, 12
Eastern Orthodox Christian Church, 279
education
first discourse of Moses, 130
Orthodox Judaism, 156
resources, 270-276
Torah readings, 210
Torah studies, 11, 19-20, 252-256
Torah translations, 263-271
Torah’s infinite meanings, 250
Egypt (country)
Abraham’s travels, 72
childhood of Moses, 82-83
exodus of Jewish people, 84-93, 188
Joseph’s story, 78, 80-81
rise of new Pharaoh, 81
Egyptian cobra, 87
ehyeh, 26
Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh (name of God), 26
eidot, 57, 298
elderly people, 152, 153
Elohim (name of God), 26
emotion, 150, 289
employee
communal behavior, 158-159
negative commandments, 326-327
positive commandments, 310
emunah, 31, 298
English translation, 20, 52, 108
envy, 285
ephod, 100

error, in scroll, 244-245
Esau (Isaac’s son), 75, 76, 92, 298
Esther (Bible book), 33
etrog, 185
etz chayyim, 219, 298
Etz Chayyim (Torah translation), 265
Etz Hayim (Torah translation), 267-268, 269
Eve (first woman), 65-67
eved, 159
evening
creation of, 169
prayers, 35, 133
evil
Adam and Eve, 66-67
human’s knowledge of, 66
Jacob and Esau, 75, 76
Noah’s ark, 68
speech, 147
evolution, 63
Exodus (Torah book)
Aaron’s golden calf, 95-96
definition, 303
discovery of Moses, 82
Hebrew name, 42
Jews’ exodus from Egypt, 84-93
life of Joseph’s descendants, 80-81
Mount Sinai events, 93-95
name, 14
overview, 15, 79
Pharaoh’s persecution of baby boys,
81-82
Pharaoh’s rise to power, 81
scroll writing, 230
Tabernacle construction, 96-100
weekly readings, 43-44
Ezra the Scribe, 223
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fairness, 150-153, 158

faith
Abraham'’s sacrifice, 74, 75
first discourse of Moses, 129-131
importance, 143
relationship with God, 31-32
water from rock, 123, 129
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false witness, 284
family
importance, 148
lending laws, 157
negative commandments, 323
positive commandments, 308
Ten Commandment versions, 283
Torah readings, 212
Torah’s rules, 148-150
farmer
Cain and Abel’s story, 67
charity, 146-147
holy days, 172
negative commandments, 333
positive commandments, 313
fasting, 182
father, 29, 114
fear, of God, 30
female pronoun, 28-29
fish, 107, 136, 206, 243
Five Books of Moses. See Torah
flag, 115
Flood (Genesis story), 68-69
forgiveness, 36
fraud, 163
free will
creation of man, 25
knowledge of evil, 66
relationship with God, 32-33
second discourse of Moses, 135
Frost, Robert (poet), 16
fundraising, 232
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gabbai
blessings, 221, 224
definition, 298
procession, 218, 228
undressing of Torah, 219
Gabriel (angel), 83
Galuyot (diasporas), 36
Garden of Eden (paradise), 66-67
gehennom, 199
gelilah, 227
Gemara (Oral Torah text), 14, 47, 298
gematria, 259, 299

gemilut chasadim, 145, 299
Genesis (Torah book). See also Bereshit
Abraham’s story, 71-77
creation of earth, 22-25, 62-64
famous first sentence, 22
Hebrew name, 42
main characters, 61-62
name, 14
Noah’s story, 42, 51, 68-70
overview, 15, 61
Sodom and Gomorrah, 72, 73-74
Tower of Babel, 70
weekly readings, 212
genetics, 106
genizah, 240, 246
Gerondi, Moses ben Nakhman. See Ramban
Geulah (redemption), 36
Gevurot (powers), 36
girl, 18, 194-195
God
allegiance to, 131
burning bush, 84-85
communicating with, 34-37
creation of earth, 22-25, 63-65, 168
creation of first day, 168-169
events at Mount Sinai, 93-95
gender, 2-3, 12, 28-29
human understanding of, 21, 28-30, 33-34
link to Jewish people, 17-20
misunderstood quotations about, 288,
291
names, 25-27
overview, 12-13
physical descriptions, 25
relationship with humans, 30-34, 306, 321
scroll writing rules, 239
second discourse of Moses, 134-135
Ten Commandment versions, 281-282
God’s voice
calling to Abraham, 71-72
communication with God, 34-35
names, 28
Ten Commandments, 94
Golden Rule (behavior principle), 144, 291
Gomorrah (city), 72, 73-74
good
deeds, 145, 150
knowledge of, 66
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goose quill, 243
gossip, 120

grain, 103

gratitude, 37

Greek translation, 268
guilt offering, 105
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HaAzinu (song), 138
hachnasat orchim, 146, 299
haftarah, 220
Haftaroth (Torah translation), 267
Hagar (Ishmael’s mother), 74
hagbahah, 227, 299
hair, 118, 319
Halachah (Jewish law), 15, 56
Ham (Noah’s son), 70
HaMakom (name of God), 26, 29
hand washing, 176
Hanukkah (holy day), 171
haredi, 265
HaShem (name of God), 26, 299
hashgakha pratit, 33, 299
havdalah ritual, 180
healing, 36, 224
heaven, 168, 199
Hebrew language. See also pronunciation,
in Hebrew
alphabet, 58
book names, 42
definition, 299
names, 222
scroll writing, 237, 238
Torah readings, 225, 226
translations, 263
Hebrew pronunciation
God’s name, 27
Hebrew consonants, 256
overview, 3, 238
Torah readings, 225, 226
hell, 199
herb, 188
The Hertz Edition (Torah translation), 267
hey, 27
hiddur mitzvah, 218

Hillel (sage), 144
Hirsch, Samson Raphael (rabbi), 267
historical narration, 55
Hoda’ah (thanksgiving), 36
holiday, 167
holiness, 17
holy closet, 213, 214-216
holy day. See also specific holy days
negative commandments, 324-325
overview, 167-173
positive commandments, 308
Holy Land. See Israel
Holy of Holies (holy space)
connection to God, 17
overview, 300
Tabernacle elements, 98, 99
Holy Temple
components, 96-100
negative commandments, 333-334,
335-336
overview, 304
positive commandments, 314, 315
priestly duties, 106
role of Levites, 101
homosexuality, 110, 290
honesty
basic principles of law, 150
business practices, 157-159
court testimony, 162
Jacob and Esau, 75, 76
property rights, 160
honor, 152, 153, 300
Horowitz, Isaiah (rabbi), 261
hospitality, 146, 151
human being
beginning again after Flood, 69
creation, 24-25, 65-67, 288
relationship with God, 30-34
sacrifice, 74
human soul
connection to God, 17
creation of man, 65
marriage, 196
reincarnation, 112
views of death, 198-200
humility, 13, 70, 101
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Ibn Ezra, Abraham (commentator), 230,
272, 297
identity, of self, 251
idolatry
Abraham’s calling, 71
first discourse of Moses, 130, 131
golden calf, 95-96
negative commandments, 330-332
positive commandments, 313
scroll procession, 218
second discourse of Moses, 134
In the Beginning: Discourses on Hasidic
Thought (Steinsaltz), 274
incense, 98
incest, 150
injury, 312, 329
ink, 243
insect, 207
interest, on loan, 157, 292-293
Internet resources, 275
interpretation, of Torah. See also literal
interpretation
creation story, 23
hidden codes, 257-261
infinite meanings, 247-251
overview, 247
relationship with God, 20
Torah studies, 252
types, 251-257
Zohar, 257
Isaac (patriarch)
birth of, 74-75
burial, 199
family tree, 76, 77
Jacob’s deception, 75-76
overview, 299
prayers, 35
wives, 61
Ishmael (Abraham’s son), 74, 299
Islam (religion), 4
Israel (Jewish Promised Land)
boundaries, 125
definition, 114-115, 299
entry of Israelites, 128-129
first discourse of Moses, 128-129
God'’s covenant with Abraham, 73, 193
ownership, 125, 128

report from Moses’s spies, 120-122
statehood, 125
Israelites. See Children of Israel

° ] °
Jacob (patriarch)
birth of, 75
burial, 199
dream prophecy, 76
family tree, 76-77
marriage to Rachel, 76
name change, 76-77
overview, 299
prayers, 35
wives, 61
Japheth (Noah’s son), 70
Jehovah (name of God), 27
Jerusalem (city), 17, 99
Jesus (prophet), 291
Jewish people. See also Children of Israel
core beliefs, 1
God’s given responsibilities, 12-13,
69, 155
link to God, 17-20
race versus family, 79
response to oppression, 81
Torah readings, 212
views on death, 124
Jewish Publication Society, 267, 268, 269
Jewish tradition. See also specific traditions
communication with God, 35-37
connection to God, 17-20
creation of earth, 12
goal of holy days, 112
life cycle events, 191-200
religious observances, 3
symbols, 200-204
Talmud sections, 47-50
testimonies, 57
Torah readings, 210-212
translation selection, 269
understanding of God, 33-34
job
employee treatment, 158-159
marriage rules, 196, 197
Rosh Hashanah rules, 181
Shabbat rules, 174, 177
Shavuot rules, 189



Sukkot rules, 184, 185
Yom Kippur rules, 183
Joseph (Jacob’s son), 78, 80-81, 299
Jubilee Year (return to homeland)
basic rules, 173
negative commandments, 327
positive commandments, 310-311
priestly laws, 111
Judah HaNasi (Jewish leader), 46, 299
Judaism, 191, 265
Judaism 101 (Web site), 305
judge, 93, 161
justice, 136, 146, 290
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Kabbalah For Dummies (Kurzweil), 29
Kabbalah (Jewish theology)
creation of earth, 64
definition, 299
great commentator, 272-273
sacred text, 52-53
Kal v’chomer (Midrash principle), 51
Kaplan, Aryeh (rabbi), 266
Karo, Joseph (rabbi), 54, 237, 298
kashrut. See kosher law
kavanah, 235, 299
Kedushat ha-Shem (the sanctification of
the Name), 36
Keter Torah (crown), 219, 299
ketubah, 196
ketuvim, 45
kibbud av v’em, 148, 300
Kiddush (prayer), 176
kindness, 145, 153
king, 29, 319, 339
kippah, 265
kissing the scroll, 217-218, 223, 228
klaf, 242
Kodashim (Mishnah section), 49
kohen
blessings, 221
definition, 99, 300
duties, 106
groups, 115
rituals, 99-100
Temple work, 101
Kol Nidre prayer, 182
Korach (great grandson of Levi), 122-123

korban mincha, 103-104

kosher law. See also meal
meats, 204-205
negative commandments, 325-326
overabundance and waste, 206
overview, 107-108, 204
positive commandments, 309
scroll-writing supplies, 242, 243
second discourse of Moses, 136

kovod, 152, 300

Kurzweil, Arthur (Kabbalah For

Dummies), 29
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ladder symbol, 76
Ladino language, 266
Lag B’Omer (holy day), 172
Lakish, Resh (rabbi), 231
lamb, 188
land ownership, 160-161
language
accessibility of Torah, 2
dictation to Moses, 23
male gender, 28
Oral versus Written Torah, 20
Torah misunderstandings, 55-56
Torah translations, 3
Tower of Babel, 70
understanding of God, 28, 30
language, Hebrew. See Hebrew language
lashon hara, 109, 147, 300
law, Jewish. See also specific laws
adultery, 117
coming-of-age rituals, 194
commandments, 56-57
confession, 116-117
development, 56
events at Mount Sinai, 94, 95
first discourse of Moses, 130
Midrash principles, 50-51
nazirite, 117-118
Noah'’s sons, 69-70, 155-156
Priestly Blessing, 118
protection of, 132
purity and impurity, 107-112
sacrifice, 102-105
scroll writing, 19, 229-230
second discourse of Moses, 135-137

Index 349



350 The Torah For Dummies

law, Jewish (continued)
sofer requirements, 231
study of creation, 63
Talmud sections, 47-50
terminology, 15
Torah misconceptions, 54
writing of Oral Torah, 46
Leah (Jacob’s wife)
family tree, 76, 77
overview, 61, 300
wedding deception, 76
leather, 179
leper, 108, 319, 338
leprosy, 108
letter
hidden codes, 258-259, 261
scroll writing, 237, 238
Levi (Jacob’s son), 82
Levites (descendants of Levi)
blessings, 221
overview, 300
role in Tabernacle, 101, 106
Leviticus (Torah book). See also Vayikra
Hebrew name, 42
laws of purity and impurity, 107-112
laws of sacrifice, 102-105
name, 14
overview, 15, 101
priestly duties, 106-107
Leviyim (priest assistants), 115
liberal congregation
blessings, 222
minyan, 213
Torah readings, 211
Torah translation, 268
life cycle, 191-200
light, 22-23, 64, 168
literal interpretation. See also
interpretation, of Torah
Christian beliefs, 247-248
creation story, 23-24
divorce rules, 198
misconceptions of Torah, 55-56
overview, 253

The Living Torah (Torah translation), 265,

266, 269
loan
communal behaviors, 157-158

misunderstood quotations about, 292-293

second discourse of Moses, 136
Shabbat rules, 173
lost object, 136, 160-161
Lot (Abraham’s nephew), 72, 73, 74
love
misunderstood quotations about,
289-290, 291
negative commandments, 322
positive commandments, 307
Torah’s rules, 150
lower attribute, 64
Lubavitch (Chassidic subgroup), 265
Lubavitcher Rebbe (rabbi), 266
Luria, Isaac (rabbi), 237
Lutheran Church, 279
lying, 75, 76, 150, 284
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Ma’ariv (prayer), 35, 169, 300
Ma’aseh Bereshit (field of study), 63
maftir, 220
maggid, 250
Maimonides. See Rambam
malchut, 64
male pronoun, 28-29
mammal, 107
man
census of Twelve Tribes, 114
circumcision, 18, 73
creation, 24, 25, 65-67
family rules, 148, 149, 150
sexual laws, 109-110, 149-150
manna, 92, 119-120
mantle, 217-218, 219
marriage
Jewish traditions, 195-197
negative commandments, 323
positive commandments, 308
second discourse of Moses, 137
traditions, 18
year of celebration, 149
matriarch, 61, 300. See also specific
matriarchs
matzah
definition, 300
Passover rules, 188
Passover tradition, 89, 187



meal. See also kosher law
employee laws, 159
manna for Israelites, 92, 119-120
negative commandments, 325-326
offering, 103-104
Passover rules, 187, 188
positive commandments, 309
prayer rituals, 37
Rosh Hashanah rules, 181
Shabbat rules, 174, 175, 178
Sukkot rules, 184
Yom Kippur rules, 182
Meam Loez (Torah translation), 266-267
measurement scale, 158
Mechilta (ancient commentary), 80
meditation, 93
m’eel, 219, 300
melachah, 177, 300
memory, 235-236
menorah, 97, 99, 300
menstrual cycle, 108
Messengers of God: Biblical Portraits and
Legends (Wiesel), 273
metaphor, 55
mezuzah
definition, 18, 300
overview, 200-202
Mi Sheberakh prayer, 224
middot, 192, 301
Midrash Aggadah (Midrash section), 51
Midrash (book collection)
definition, 301
major texts, 51
number 70, 249
overview, 15, 50
principles, 50-51
Midrash Halachah (Midrash section), 51
midwife, 81
mikvah, 108, 233-234, 301
military service, 136, 197
Miller, Chaim (rabbi), 266
Minchah (prayer), 35, 169, 301
minyan, 213, 301
Miriam (sister of Moses), 91, 120, 301
mishkan, 96-100, 301
Mishnah (Oral Torah compilation)
definition, 301
history, 46-47

overview, 14
sections, 46-50
Mishneh Torah (code of law), 28, 301
mishpatim, 57, 301
mitzvah, 251, 301
modesty, 147-148
Moed (Mishnah section), 47-48
monotheism, 71
month, 170-171
moon, 24, 168, 170
morning, creation of, 169
morning prayer, 35, 133
Moses (prophet)
characteristics, 13, 41, 101
childhood, 82-83
death, 139
dictation of Torah, 23, 41
discovery in Nile, 82
entry into Israel, 129
events at Mount Sinai, 93-95
exodus from Egypt, 84-93
first discourse, 128-131
importance, 39
killing of guard, 83
overview, 80, 301
sainthood, 41
scroll writing, 241
second discourse, 132-137
third discourse, 137-139
Torah authorship, 11-13, 40-42, 230
trials in desert, 119-125
wage payments, 159
Mount Sinai
burning bush, 84
Children of Israel’s arrival, 93-95
Jacob’s dream, 76
source of Torah, 13
Ten Commandments, 94, 134
Munk, Michael L. (The Wisdom of the
Hebrew Alphabet), 261
murder, 67, 164, 283, 289
mussaf, 174
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Nachmanides (commentator), 230, 301
Nadav (son of Aaron), 106-107
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name
commentator acronyms, 272
in Hebrew, 222
Nashim (Mishnah section), 49
nature, 30-31
Nazarite people, 319, 339
nazirite, 117-118
neder, 152, 301
neviim, 45
New Year. See Rosh Hashanah
newspaper, 275
Nezikin (Mishnah section), 49
Nile River, 81-82, 87-88
nishmat chaim, 65
Noah (biblical figure)
Midrash subdivisions, 51
misunderstood quotations about, 289
origin of Noahide Laws, 156
story of Flood, 68-70
Torah sections, 42
Noahide Laws
definition, 301
origin, 69-70
overview, 155-156
number, mathematical, 248-249, 259-260
Numbers (Torah book). See also Bamidbar
census of Children of Israel, 113-116
Hebrew name, 42
Israelites travel through desert, 119-125
laws, 116-119
name, 14
overview, 15, 113
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oath, 310, 327

obedience, 152

offering
Abraham and Isaac’s story, 74
Cain and Abel’s story, 67
definition, 302
laws, 102-105
negative commandments, 336-338
Noah'’s story, 68
Passover tradition, 88-89
positive commandments, 316-317
purpose, 102, 105
Rosh Hashanah rules, 182
Shabbat rules, 174

sons of Aaron, 106-107
Sukkot rules, 185
Tabernacle, 98, 100
Yom Kippur rules, 183
Ohr (light), 22, 168
Ohr Torah Stone (Web site), 275
olah, 103
Old Testament (Bible book), 14, 45
omnipresence, of God, 29
ona’ah, 157
oppression, 81, 84
Oral Torah (sacred text)
coming-of-age rituals, 194
communication with God, 34
definition, 301
events at Mount Sinai, 95
language, 20
overview, 14-15
property rights, 160
punishment for wrongdoing, 162-164
relationship with God, 31
rules of study, 50-51
Shabbat rules, 174, 176
testimony in court, 162
writing of, 46-50
versus Written Torah, 1-2, 46
ordinal value, 259
ordinance, 57
orlah, 192
Orthodox Judaism, 156, 265

oo

paganism, 71
pantheism, 29
paradox, 12
parasha/parshiot, 42-45, 301
Parashat Bereshit (Torah portion), 212
Parashat Noakh (Torah portion), 212
parchment
Jewish symbols, 200-201
scroll care, 244-245
scroll writing, 242-243
Shabbat rules, 179
pardes, 251, 302
parent, 148-149, 152
parochet, 215
Paschal lamb, 188
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Passover (holy day)
Jews’ exodus from Egypt, 88-89
overview, 186
priestly laws, 111
rules, 187-188
scheduled day, 171
pasuk, 251
pasul, 237, 302
patriarch, 61, 302
patrilineal organization, 114
peace, 36, 104
pen, 234-235
The Pentateuch (Torah translation), 267
perfection
circumcision, 192, 193
entry to Promised Land, 129
scroll writing, 236
Persian Empire, 268
personal behavior
basic principles, 144-147
clothing, 147-148
coming-of-age rituals, 194-195
commandments, 56, 58
fairness, 150-153
family rules, 148-150
misunderstood quotations, 285-293
overview, 143
Torah instructions, 16-17
Pesach (pilgrimage festival), 89, 302
Pharaoh (leader of Egypt)
childhood of Moses, 82-83
Jews’ exodus from Egypt, 84-89
order to kill Jewish boys, 81-82
overview, 80
rise to power, 81
Pilgrimage festival, 186
plague, 87-88
plant shaking, 185
Plaut, W. Gunther (rabbi), 268
polygamy, 117
poor people
communal behavior, 157
negative commandments, 322
personal behavior, 146-147
positive commandments, 307
pork, 107
poultry, 108, 136, 207

prayer. See also specific prayers

communication with God, 35-37
minyan, 213

negative commandments, 321
positive commandments, 306-307
Rosh Hashanah rules, 182
Shabbat rules, 175, 176
synagogue service, 215

Yom Kippur rules, 182, 183

prayer shawl, 202, 218, 223
priest

blessings, 118-119

clothing, 98, 99-100

duties, 106-107

laws, 111-112

negative commandments, 333-334
positive commandments, 314
semichah, 139

tzarat, 109

primal sin, 67

Primordial Light (original light), 22, 168
procreation, 196

promise, 310, 327

Promised Land (Israel territory)

boundaries, 125

definition, 114-115, 299

entry of Israelites, 128-129

first discourse of Moses, 128-129
God’s covenant with Abraham, 73, 193
ownership, 125, 128

report from Moses’s spies, 120-122
statehood, 125

pronunciation, in Hebrew. See also Hebrew

language
God’s name, 27
Hebrew consonants, 256
overview, 3, 238
Torah readings, 225, 226

property law, 160-161, 312, 329
prophet, 62, 313, 330
Protestant religion, 279

p’shat, 252, 253, 302

Ptolemy (king), 268

puberty, 195

punishment

court system, 162-164
negative commandments, 330
positive commandments, 312
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punishment (continued)
purity laws, 112
second discourse of Moses, 137
Purim (holy day), 171
purity
laws, 107-112, 136
positive commandments, 318
scroll writing rules, 233-234
Shabbat rules, 176

oQo

quill pen, 234-235, 243
quorum, of ten, 213
quotation, 287-293
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“r” sound, 256
rabbi
definition, 3, 302
scroll procession, 217
sermons and discussions, 275-276

Rabbi Ishmael’s Measures (rules of study),

50-51
Rabin, Yitzhak (former prime minister of
Israel), 258
Rachel (Jacob’s wife)
burial, 199
family tree, 76, 77
overview, 61, 302
wedding deception, 76
rainbow covenant, 69
Rambam (rabbi), 28, 230, 300
Ramban (rabbi)
creation of man, 24
definition, 302
overview, 272-273
rasha, 256
Rashi (rabbi)
creation of man, 24, 65-66
definition, 302
overview, 271
scroll writing, 231
Torah stories, 53-54
tzitzit, 203
Rav Sa’adiah Gaon (sage), 230

readings, Torah
Shabbat ritual, 210-212, 226-228
Torah care tips, 244-245
Rebecca (Isaac’s wife)
birth of Jacob and Esau, 75
deception of Isaac, 75-76
overview, 61, 302
Reconstructionist movement, 40, 265
Red Sea, 89-91
redemption, 36
reduced value, 259
Reform movement, 41, 265, 269
Refuah (healing), 36
reincarnation, 112, 199
remez, 252, 254, 302
Renewal movement, 265
resh, 256
respect, 214
restitution, 312-313, 330
retaliation, 254
revenge, 145, 290
righteousness, 36
rimmonim, 219, 302
ritual cleanliness, 108
Roman Catholic Church, 279
Rosh Chodesh (head of the month), 170,
302
Rosh Hashanah (holy day)
definition, 302
overview, 180-181
priestly laws, 111
rules, 181-182
scheduled day, 171
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Sabbath. See Shabbat

Sabbatical Year (rest for farmland)
Holy Land boundaries, 125
negative commandments, 327
positive commandments, 310-311
priestly laws, 111

sacrifice
Abraham and Isaac’s story, 74
Cain and Abel’s story, 67
definition, 302
laws, 102-105
negative commandments, 336-338
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Noah'’s story, 68
Passover tradition, 88-89
positive commandments, 316-317
purpose, 102, 105
Rosh Hashanah rules, 182
Shabbat rules, 174
sons of Aaron, 106-107
Sukkot rules, 185
Tabernacle, 98, 100
Yom Kippur rules, 183
sage
authorship of Torah, 40, 41
definition, 3, 302
notable commentators, 271-274
Oral Torah, 14
Sarah (Abraham’s wife)
burial, 199
hospitality, 146, 151
importance, 61
name, 72-73
overview, 303
Satmar (Chassidic subgroup), 265
scale, measurement, 158
Scherman, Nosson (rabbi), 266
Schneerson, Menachem Mendel
(rabbi), 266
science, 24
scribe, 19, 231-232, 243
scroll, Torah
blessing ritual, 220-224
care tips, 244-246
conclusion of service, 227
format, 19, 42
preparation for Torah service, 213-214
procession, 216-218, 228
Shabbat readings, 210-212, 225-226
Song at the Sea, 90-91
undressing of, 218-220
scroll writing, Torah
commanding laws, 19, 229-230
first scroll, 231
Moses’s copies, 242
overview, 229
process, 232-233
rules, 233-239
scribe hiring, 231-232
supplies, 240-243

sea animal, 107, 136, 206
seder, 188, 303
Sefardi writing style, 237
Sefer Torah, 11, 237
Sefirah (holy day), 171
Selichah (forgiveness), 36
semichah, 139
Sephardic pronunciation, 3
Septuagint (Torah translation), 268
serpent. See snake
servant, 310, 326-327
seven laws of the sons of Noah. See
Noahide Laws
17th of Tammuz, 172
70 facets, of Torah, 248-249, 268
seven-year cycle, 172-173
sex
homosexuality, 110, 290
laws, 109-110
marriage rights and responsibilities, 196
nazirites, 118
negative commandments, 323-324
personal behavior rules, 149-150
Sodom and Gomorrah, 74
Shabbat (holy day)
basic rules, 173-180
beginning and end, 169, 175-176, 180
creation of earth, 24, 64
definition, 303
holy closet ritual, 214-216
Israelites journey through desert, 92
new moon, 170
overview, 169, 173
preparation for service, 212-214
priestly laws, 111
pronunciation, 3
scroll procession, 216-218
synagogue concluding ritual, 226-228
Ten Commandments, 133, 282
Torah blessings, 220-224
Torah readings, 210-211, 224-226
undressing of scroll, 218-220
weekly service, 18-19
Shacharit (morning prayers), 35, 169, 303
Shaddai (name of God), 26
Shalom (peace), 36
shamayim, 199
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shank bone, 188
shatnez, 57
Shavuot (holy day)
definition, 303
overview, 188
priestly laws, 111
rules, 189
Shekhinah (divine presence), 213, 249, 303
shellfish, 107, 206
Shem (Noah’s son), 70
Shema (prayer)
creation of days, 169
definition, 303
overview, 29
second discourse of Moses, 133-134
verses, 36-37
Shemini Atzeret (holy day), 185
Shemot. See Exodus
shepherd, 67
Shirat Ha Yam (song), 90-91
sh’lamim, 104
sh’mita, 172-173
shofar, 181
Shulchan Aruch (code of law), 54, 237, 303
sick people, 147
Simchat Torah (holy day)
definition, 303
overview, 185, 186
Torah reading, 19, 212
sin. See also specific sins
Aaron’s golden calf, 96
Adam and Eve, 66-67
confession, 116-117
offerings, 104-105
second discourse of Moses, 137
Sodom and Gomorrah, 73-74
tzarat, 108-109
slavery
communal behavior, 159
negative commandments, 326-327
positive commandments, 310
snake
Garden of Evil, 66-67
Moses’s staff, 85, 86, 87
sod
definition, 303
interpretation of Torah, 252, 255-256
Torah’s facets, 249

Sodom (city), 72, 73-74
sodomy, 74
sofer, 231, 303
solar calendar, 170
Song at the Sea, 90-91
soul
connection to God, 17
creation of man, 65
marriage, 196
reincarnation, 112
views of death, 198-200
spelling, 23, 244-246
spy, 120-122, 128
standing, during readings, 214
stealing, 163, 284, 312
Steinsaltz, Adin (rabbi), 1, 273-274
stoning, 163
storytelling, 53-54
stranger, 150-151
strangulation, 163
stubbornness, 96
study, of Torah
first discourse of Moses, 130
Orthodox Judaism, 156
resources, 270-276
Torah readings, 210
Torah studies, 11, 19-20, 252-256
Torah translations, 263-271
Torah’s infinite meanings, 250
suffering, 31-32, 153
sukkah, 183, 184, 185, 303
Sukkot (festival)
definition, 111
overview, 183
priestly laws, 111
rules, 184-186
scheduled day, 171
sumptuary law, 206
sun, 22, 24, 168
surname, 106
symbol, 200-204, 306
synagogue
blessings, 220-224
conclusion of service, 226-228
definition, 303
holy closet ritual, 214-216
layout, 97, 215
overview, 209



scroll procession, 216-218
Torah readings, 210-212
Torah service, 212-214
undressing of scroll, 218-220
weekly ritual, 18-19, 43
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Tabernacle (worship center)
camp layout, 115, 116
elements, 96-100
role of Levi’s descendants, 101, 106
table, 97
Table of Nations (genealogy), 70
tallit, 202, 223, 303
Talmud (Oral Torah collection). See also
specific elements
communication with God, 34
definition, 303
history, 46-47
Jewish law, 54
lending laws, 158
overview, 14
raising of Torah, 227
sections, 47-50
universal laws, 69-70
Tanach (Hebrew Scriptures), 45, 304
Taryag (commandments), 57-58, 304
tas, 219, 304
tav, 45
tax, 314-315, 334-335
teacher, 250
technology, 31
Tefillah (prayer), 36
tefillin
definition, 18, 304
overview, 203-204
temptation, 66-67
Ten Commandments
events at Mount Sinai, 94, 96
overview, 279
second discourse of Moses, 132-133
Shavuot rules, 188
storage place, 97
versions, 279-285
Ten Days of Awe (holy day), 171
Ten Plagues, 87-88

Tenth of Tevet (holy day), 171
Teshuvah (return or repentance), 36
testimony, 56-57, 162
Tetragrammaton (name of God), 26, 27, 304
thanksgiving, 36
The Three Weeks and Nine Days (holy
days), 172
three-year cycle, 211
tikkun sofer, 240-241
time
breakdowns, 167-173
connection to God, 17
creation of earth, 23-24, 63-64
holy days, 167
negative commandments, 324-325
overview, 167, 180
positive commandments, 308-309
Torah’s infinite meanings, 249-250
Tisha B’av (holy day), 172
tithe, 314-315, 334-335
Tohorot (Mishnah section), 50
toledot, 177
The Torah: A Modern Commentary (Torah
translation), 265, 268, 269
Torah (sacred text). See also specific
elements
author, 12-13, 40-41, 230
book names, 3, 14, 42
book overview, 15-16
definition, 2, 144
elements, 13-15, 41
formats, 19
misconceptions about, 53-56
overview, 1, 11, 304
parts, 1-2
scholarship controversies, 39-40
statistics about, 236
Torah scroll
blessing ritual, 220-224
care tips, 244-246
conclusion of service, 227
format, 19, 42
preparation for Torah service, 213-214
procession, 216-218, 228
Shabbat readings, 210-212, 225-226
Song at the Sea, 90-91
undressing of, 218-220
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Torah scroll writing
commanding laws, 19, 229-230
first scroll, 231
Moses’s copies, 242
overview, 229
process, 232-233
rules, 233-240
scribe hiring, 231-232
supplies, 240-243

The Torah: The Ramban’s Commentary

(commentary), 272

Torah.org (Web site), 275

Tower of Babel, 70

tradition, Jewish. See also specific traditions
communication with God, 35-37
connection to God, 17-20
creation of earth, 12
goal of holy days, 112
life cycle events, 191-200
religious observances, 3
symbols, 200-204
Talmud sections, 47-50
testimonies, 57
Torah readings, 210-212
translation selection, 269
understanding of God, 33-34

translation, Torah
commentaries, 264
Greek rule, 268
Hebrew language, 263
Jewish movements, 265
overview, 3, 263
popular types, 265-268
selection, 269-270
study of Torah, 20
tzarat, 108

Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, 66-67

tribe, 114

trop, 225

trust, 31-32, 134

truth
basic principles of law, 150
business practices, 157-159
court testimony, 162
Jacob and Esau, 75, 76
property rights, 160

Tu B’shvat (holy day), 171

turban, 100

turkey quill, 243
Twelve Tribes of Israel. See Children of
Israel

“tz” sound, 256

tzadee, 256

tzadik, 256

Tzadikim (righteous), 36

tzarat, 50, 108-109, 120

tzedakah, 136, 146, 304

tzibbur, 256

Tzipporah (wife of Moses), 83, 93

tzitzit
definition, 18, 200, 304
overview, 202-203

tzniut, 148

olf o

Union for Reform Judaism, 275
United Synagogue, 275

unity, 29

universal law. See Noahide Laws
universe, 30

oo

Vayikra (Torah book). See also Leviticus
definition, 304
overview, 101
weekly readings, 44

vermin, 207

violence, 312, 329

voice, of God
calling to Abraham, 71-72
communication with God, 34-35
names, 28
Ten Commandments, 94

vov, 27

vow, 152, 310, 327

o[/ o

wage, working, 159

war
misunderstood quotations about, 289-290
negative commandments, 339-340
positive commandments, 319
second discourse of Moses, 136
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washstand, 98 Written Torah (holy text)
water, 123, 129 business practices, 158
Web sites, 275 court testimony, 162
week, 169-170 events at Mount Sinai, 95
weights, accurate, 158 language, 20, 55
Wein, Berel (rabbi), 275 overview, 13-14
West Bank (region of Israel), 72 punishment for wrongdoing, 162-164
white lie, 150 Shabbat rules, 174
Wiesel, Elie (Messengers of God: Biblical studies, 11, 20, 50-51
Portraits and Legends), 273 versus Oral Torah, 1-2, 46
wimpel, 219, 228, 304
wine, 107, 118, 176 ® y Y
The Wisdom of the Hebrew Alphabet
(Munk), 261 yad, 219, 304
wise people, 152, 153 Yah (name of God), 26
witness, 162, 164 year, 170-173, 211-212
woman yeriah, 242
adultery, 117 Yeshiva University, 275
blessings, 222 YHVH (name of God), 27
creation, 65-67 Yitro (Moses’s father-in-law), 161
family rules, 148, 149, 150 Yitzchaki, Shlomo. See Rashi
minyan, 213 Yochanan (rabbi), 231
ritual cleanliness, 108 Yocheved (mother of Moses), 82
work Yom Kippur (holy day)
employee treatment, 158-159 definition, 304
marriage rules, 196, 197 overview, 109, 182
Rosh Hashanah rules, 181 priestly laws, 111
Shabbat rules, 174, 177 pronunciation of God’s name, 27
Shavuot rules, 189 rules, 182-183
Sukkot rules, 184, 185 scheduled day, 171
Yom Kippur rules, 183 Yovel (jubilee), 111, 173
world, creation of yud, 27, 259
described, 22-25
first day, 168-169
Genesis, 15, 62-65 o z i

God’s voice, 34

view of God, 12
worm, 207
writing, 179, 270

zebach sh’lamim, 104
Zeraim (Mishnah section), 47
Zilpah (Jacob’s concubine), 76
iting . ziman simchataynu, 186
writing scrolls
Zohar (sacred text

commanding laws, 19, 229-230 creati(on of earth )23

first scroll, 231 definition. 304 ’

Mose§ s copies, 242 holy closet ritual, 216

overview, 229 interpretation, 257

process, 232-233 overview, 52, 53

rules, 233-240 :

’ Zusia, Reb (scholar), 41
scribe hiring, 231-232 7 bbi). 251
supplies, 240-243 usya (rabbi),


















