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act utilitarianism, 97
aesthetics, ethics vs., 204–209
Afghanistan, 34
Alexander the Great, 39, 58
Aline, 71
androgyny, 174
anger, 138, 142–145
apatheia, 138
“argument from design,” 130
Aristotle, 82, 83–84, 85–86, 199
“armchair life-insurance 

salesmen,” 208
authoritarianism, 34–35, 65
autonomy, 24

BBC, 76
Beardsley, Monroe, 164
Beauvoir, Simone de, 181–182
Bentham, Jeremy, 66
Bergson, Henri, 115, 117–124
Bernard, 71
Bernstein, Carl, 75, 202
Big Figure, 9, 22
biological existentialism, 181–182
Black Freighter

Moore on, 58
Rorschach and, 21

Blake, Edward (Comedian), 36, 190

consequentialism and deontology, 
71, 72

deontology and, 71
depiction of U.S. history and, 75
feminist philosophy and, 177–180
humor and, 197, 199–205, 202, 

210–211
Laurie and, 175, 179–180
morality and, 40–41
Stoicism and, 138, 139, 140, 143
Übermensch concept and, 55

Blake, William, 167
“Blood from the Shoulder of Pallas” 

(Watchmen), 161
Boethius, 128
brain, identity and, 109–113
“Brain Bisection and the Unity of 

Consciousness” (Nagel), 112
bravery, virtue ethics and, 83–84
Bubastis, 63, 65
Burroughs, William S., 167
Busiek, Kurt, 43–44
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142, 143–144

Captain America, 37
categorical imperative, 24, 73, 93. 

See also Kant, Immanuel

bindex.indd   221bindex.indd   221 12/3/08   8:11:03 PM12/3/08   8:11:03 PM

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



222 I N D E X

Chrysippus, 139
Civil War (Marvel Comics), 37
Cold War, 34
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comics, as literature, 157–158, 

159–160, 165, 168–169
Comics Britannia (BBC), 76
compatibilists, 127
consequentialism, 63–65

defi ned, 64
deontology and, 70–74
retributivism vs., 23
utilitarianism and, 65–70

costumes
feminist philosophy and, 175–177, 

183
masks, 197, 203
Übermensch concept and, 54–55

Dazzler, 159, 169
DC Comics, 75
deconstruction, 176
deontology, 63–65, 74–76

consequentialism and, 70–74
defi ned, 64
Rorschach and, 63–74

Derrida, Jacques, 176
Descartes, René

identity concept and, 104–105, 110
as Neo-Stoic, 149, 150

dichotomous thinking, 72–73
dignity, 23–25
“disprefer,” defi ned, 142, 143
divine command theory of ethics, 

11–13
Doris, John, 87–88
Dreiberg, Dan (second Nite Owl), 

7–8, 205
on being an adventurer, 182–183
“Blood from the Shoulder of 

Pallas,” 161
deontology and, 63–64, 76
fatalism and, 131–133
as Sam Hollis, 174–175
Stoicism and, 142

truth as problematic and, 91–92, 
97–98, 208

Übermensch concept and, 53–55
virtue ethics and, 79–89
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Eagleton, Terry, 164
egalitarianism, 66
Eisner, Will, 159
“either/or” phases of existence, 

204–209
Elisabeth, Princess of Bohemia, 149
emotion

emotivism, 8–10
eupatheia (“good emotions”), 

147–148
Stoicism and, 138, 142–145

Emotional Construction of Morals, The 
(Prinz), 8

ends and means. See consequentialism
Epictetus, 140–141
eudaimonia, 82
eupatheia (“good emotions”), 

147–148
existential feminism, 180–183
existentialism, 198–199, 209–211

“either/or” phases of existence, 
204–206

skepticism and, 206–209

fatalism
defi ned, 126–127
Dr. Manhattan example, 125–135
foreknowledge and, 125–126
Stoicism and, 145–146
theological, 127–130, 134–135

feminist philosophy, 173
existential feminism, 180–183
liberal feminism, 173–175
postmodern feminism, 175–177
rape attempt storyline and, 177–180

fi ction, defi ned, 164
Fine, Detective Steve, 208
fl ourishing, virtue ethics and, 82–83
foresight. See fatalism
free will. See fatalism
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homosexuality
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ogy, 65
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33–34, 38
See also Watchmen (Moore, Gibbons)
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Gloria, 86, 87
God/gods

“God is dead” claim by Nietzsche, 
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godliness of Dr. Manhattan, 
129–130, 150–151

rational creator concept and 
Stoicism, 148–151
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comic books and, as hybrid, 168–169
illustrations in, 165–166
lettering of, 166–167
as literature, 157–158
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grounds of obligation, 94–96
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Harman, Gilbert, 9
hedonism, 66
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Hirsch, E. D., 164
Hollis, Sam, 174–175
Hollis, Sandra, 174–175
homosexuality

gay marriage, 193–194
gay rights movement, 194–195
lesbianism and feminist philosophy, 

176–177
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as “unnatural,” 186–188, 192–193
honesty, virtue ethics and, 86–88
honor, 27–29
Hooded Justice, 21, 177, 178
human rights, 67, 73
Hume, David, 8, 105–106, 110
humor, 197

aesthetics vs. ethics (“either/or”), 
204–209

existentialism and, 198–199, 
209–211

irony and, 200–204
skepticism and, 206–209

“ideal view of natural processes,” 189
identity, 103–104, 113–114

as continuous, 104–107
mind and, 109–113
transporting and, 107–109

immanence, 182–183
incompatibilists, 127
intrinsic fi eld removing chamber, 104
intrinsic motivation, 10
involuntary memory, 119–120
Iran-Contra scandal, 75
Irigaray, Luce, 176
irony, 199–204

Joey, 71, 208
Johnson, Dave, 44
joy, 148
Jupiter, Sally (fi rst Silk Spectre)

Blake (Comedian) and, 40–41, 
177–180, 190, 202

feminist philosophy and, 173–184
Laurie and, 180–183
Übermensch concept and, 50–51, 
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Spectre), 6–7
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time concept and, 116, 117
truth as problematic and, 91–92, 208
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on justice, 26–27
“murderer at the door” example and 
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Kennedy, J. F., 202
Kierkegaard, Soren

on “armchair life-insurance sales-
men,” 208

on “either/or” phases of existence, 
204–209

existentialism and, 198–199, 
209–211

on irony, 200, 202–204
Kovacs, Walter Joseph. See Rorschach 

(Walter Joseph Kovacs)

Lack of Character: Personality and Moral 
Behavior (Doris), 87–88

Lamarque, Peter, 164
lesbianism, 176–177, 190. See also 

homosexuality
lettering, of books, 166–167
lex talionis (“an eye for an eye”), 22–23
liberal feminism, 173–175
literary discourse, 164
literature, 157–158, 169–170

comic books/graphic novels as 
hybrid of, 168–169

defi ned, 160–162

expertise about, 158–160
illustrations and, 165–168
opinion and, 162–165

Locke, John, 106
Long, Dr. Malcolm, 206–207, 208–209
Luban, David, 14–15

Manhattan, Dr. (Jonathan Osterman), 
168, 183

cancer rumor and, 6, 132, 142, 
143–144

consequentialism and deontology, 
64, 69

fatalism and, 125–135
godliness of, 129–130, 150–151
identity and, 103–114
morality and, 6–8, 10–17
powers of, 5–6, 7, 116, 131–133, 

140–142, 145–146
Rorschach and, 28
Stoicism and, 137–146
Stoicism and sagehood, 146–151
on thermodynamic miracles, 147–

148, 150–151, 179–180
time concept and, 115–124
truth as problematic and, 91–92, 208
Übermensch concept and, 53–58
vigilantism and, 36, 39–40, 41–42

marriage, gay, 193–194
Mars, 6
Marvel Comics, 37
Marvels (Busiek, Ross), 43–44
masks, 197, 203
Mason, Hollis (fi rst Nite Owl), 205

death of, 43
deontology and, 76
Übermensch concept and, 53–55
virtue ethics and, 86–87

means. See Kant, Immanuel
memory

identity and, 106–107
perception and, 118–119
voluntary vs. involuntary, 119–120

metaphysics, defi ned, 198
Mill, Harriet Taylor, 173
Mill, John Stuart, 66, 68, 173
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Millar, Mark, 44
mind, identity and, 109–113
Minutemen, 175, 176–177
Moloch, 25, 38, 72, 203, 204, 207
Moore, Alan, 1–2, 169

on Black Freighter, 58
on comics as literature, 159–160
on consequentialism and deontol-

ogy, 65
Nietzsche infl uence on, 48
superhero characterization by, 

33–34, 38
on utilitarianism, 68–69
V for Vendetta, 75–76
See also Watchmen (Moore, Gibbons)

morality, 5–8, 16–17
consequentialism and deontology, 71
homosexuality and, 191–193
moral exemplars, 85–86
moral reasoning, 8–10
political, 13–16
punishment and, 19–30
right vs. wrong, 10–13

motivation, moral beliefs and, 10
“murderer at the door” example, 93–99

Nagel, Thomas, 112
Natural Theology (Paley), 130
nature

homosexuality as “unnatural,” 
186–193

Neo-Stoicism and, 149–151
Neo-Stoicism, 149
New Frontiersman (Watchmen), 69, 190
Nietzsche, Friedrich

on creation of values, 49–51
The Gay Science, 50–51
“God is dead” claim by, 48–51
Thus Spoke Zarathustra, 47–48
Übermensch concept and, 47–58

nihilism, 48–51
Nite Owl. See Dreiberg, Dan (second 

Nite Owl); Mason, Hollis (fi rst 
Nite Owl)

Nixon, Richard, 34, 75
Nova Express (Watchmen), 167

Olsen, Stein Haugom, 164
omnibenevolence, 127
omnipotence, 127–129
omniscience, 127–129
Osterman, Jonathan. See Manhattan, 

Dr. (Jonathan Osterman)
Ozymandias (Adrian Veidt), 167–168

cancer rumor spread by, 6
character traits of, 36
consequentialism and deontology, 

63–74
fatalism and, 133
humor and, 201, 204–205
identity and, 110
Rorschach and, 28
Stoicism and, 138–139, 146, 150
time concept and, 121, 122
truth as problematic and, 91–99
Übermensch concept and, 53–58
Veidt Method and, 57–58
vigilantism and, 36–39
virtue ethics and, 79, 82–84, 85

Paley, William, 130
Parfi t, Derek, 107–109
pedophiles, 191
perception, time and, 117–119
personal identity. See identity
“physical criterion,” 108
Plato, 120
poetry, 165–169
Politics as a Vocation (Weber), 35
postmodern feminism, 175–177
preference, 142, 144, 148
Prinz, Jesse, 7–8, 9
“psychological criterion,” 109–113
punishment, 19–20, 29–30, 207

honor and, 27–29
moral order and, 25–27
respect and dignity, 23–25
retributive theory of, 20–23, 29–30
See also morality

Ramses II, 58
rape

moral agents and, 27
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rape (continued )
rape attempt storyline and feminist 

philosophy, 177–180
rape attempt storyline and homo-

sexuality, 190
rational agents

defi ned, 93–94
equality of humans and, 174

rational creator concept, 148–151
Reagan, Ronald, 75
reality, Stoicism and, 140–142
retaliation, 22–23
retributivism, 20–23, 29–30. See also 

punishment
role models, 85–86
Rorschach (Walter Joseph Kovacs), 

19–20, 166
categorical imperative and, 9
character traits of, 36
death of, 41
as deontologist, 63–74
fatalism and, 133
humor and, 197, 205, 206–213
journal of, 69
on punishing evil, 20–23, 25–30 (See 

also punishment)
Stoicism and, 138
truth as problematic and, 91–99
Übermensch concept and, 51, 53–58
vigilantism and, 36–39
virtue ethics and, 79, 82–84, 85, 88

Ross, Alex, 43–44
rule utilitarianism, 66, 68, 97

sagehood, Stoicism and, 146–148
Sartre, Jean-Paul, 181, 198
Satires (Juvenal), 74–76
Second Sex, The (Beauvoir), 181–182
self. See identity
Seneca, 138, 143, 144
Seymour, 69
Shelley, Percy Bysshe, 70, 168
Silhouette (Ursula Zandt), 176–177, 190
Silk Spectre. See Jupiter, Sally (fi rst 

Silk Spectre); Juspeczyk, Laurie 
 (second Silk Spectre)

situationism, 87–88
skepticism, 206–209
Slater, Janey, 115–116, 129, 131, 

138–140, 141
Socrates, 160–162, 188
Soviet Union

as depicted in Superman: Red Son 
(Millar, Johnson), 44

as depicted in Watchmen, 34
Spinoza, Baruch, 149–151
stereotypes

feminist philosophy and, 176–177, 
193–194

homosexuality and, 185–186
Stoicism, 137, 151

defi ned, 137–140
emotion and, 138, 142–148
fate and, 145–146
rational creator concept and, 

148–151
reality and, 140–142
sage model of, 146–148

subjectivism, 162–163
superhero genre. See Übermensch con-

cept; vigilantism
Superman: Red Son (Millar, Johnson), 

44

tachyons, 133–134
“teleological argument,” 130
teleporting, 107–109
Thatcher, Margaret, 75–76
theological fatalism, 127–130, 134–135
Theory of Social and Economic 

Organization (Weber), 35
Thomas Aquinas, St., 128
“Three Metamorphoses” (Nietzsche), 

50
Thus Spoke Zarathustra (Nietzsche), 

47–48
Timaeus (Plato), 120
time

as continuum, 120–123
knowledge of, 117–119
Manhattan’s ability to see future and, 

115–117
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voluntary vs. involuntary memory 
and, 119–120

Time, 157
Tower Commission Report, 75
transcendence, 182
“transporter,” 107
Truman, Harry, 72
truth

as problematic, 91–99, 208
virtue ethics and, 86–88

“Tyger, The” (Blake), 167

Übermensch concept
The Gay Science (Nietzsche) and, 

51–53
nihilism and, 48–49
Thus Spoke Zarathustra (Nietzsche), 

47–48
values and, 49–51
Watchmen characters and, 

53–58
United States

as depicted in Watchmen, 75
political morality and, 13–16

utilitarianism, 58
act utilitarianism, 97
consequentialism and, 65–70
as justifi cation for lying, 96–98
rule utilitarianism, 68, 97
virtue utilitarianism, 66

values, 49–51. See also morality
Veidt, Adrian. See Ozymandias (Adrian 

Veidt)
V for Vendetta (Moore), 75–76

Vietnamese lover (Watchmen 
 character), 40–41, 71, 202

Vietnam War
as depicted in Watchmen, 34, 36, 

39–40, 75
Dr. Manhattan role in, 57

vigilantism, 33–34
corruption of power and, 42–45
state violence and, 34–42

virtue ethics
Dan Dreiberg (Nite Owl) as example 

of, 79–89
defi ned, 80–81

virtue utilitarianism, 66
voluntary memory, 119–120

Watchmen (Moore, Gibbons), 1–2
“Blood from the Shoulder of Pallas,” 

161
depiction of historical events in, 34, 

36, 39–40, 57, 75, 202
as literature, 157–170
New Frontiersman, 69, 190
Nova Express, 167
origin of “Watchmen” name, 42
See also individual names of characters

watch symbolism, 129–130
Watergate. See Bernstein, Carl; 

Woodward, Bob
Weber, Max, 35, 39
Wollstonecraft, Mary, 173
Woodward, Bob, 75, 202

Zandt, Ursula (Silhouette), 
176–177, 190
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