
Contents at a Glance
Introduction.......................................................1

Part I: Marrying Your Way: Away You Go ............5
Chapter 1: Destination Weddings 101......................................................7
Chapter 2: Is a Destination Wedding Right for You? ............................19
Chapter 3: Organizing Your Wedding Away: 

With and Without a Computer .........................................................29
Chapter 4: Budgeting for a Destination Wedding .................................47
Chapter 5: Gathering Your Destination Wedding Team.......................59

Part II: Picking a Destination for Your Wedding ...73
Chapter 6: Finding the Right Destination: There’s a Place for You ....75
Chapter 7: Staying Close to Home: The United States and Canada....101
Chapter 8: Heading to the Tropics and Islands ..................................123
Chapter 9: Wowing and Vowing in Europe ..........................................147
Chapter 10: Cruising on a Love Boat ...................................................163

Part III: Getting the Destination 
Wedding You Want ........................................179

Chapter 11: Making Travel Arrangements...........................................181
Chapter 12: Before You Go: Putting Your Wedding Plans in Place......195
Chapter 13: Setting the Stage: Your Ceremony and Reception.........219
Chapter 14: Dressing and Grooming for a Destination Wedding......229

Part IV: Sharing the Joy at Your Wedding, 
Now and Later ...............................................243

Chapter 15: After You Arrive: Leading Up to the Big Day..................245
Chapter 16: Minding Your Manners: Destination 

Wedding Etiquette............................................................................257
Chapter 17: Making Friends and Family Feel 

As If They Were There .....................................................................265
Chapter 18: Beginning the Honeymoon...............................................273

Part V: The Part of Tens..................................281
Chapter 19: Ten Emergencies You May Face and 

How to Handle ’Em ..........................................................................283
Chapter 20: Ten Ways to Save Money on 

Your Destination Wedding ..............................................................287

Index .............................................................291

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page v

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



Table of Contents
Introduction .......................................................1

About This Book .........................................................................1
Conventions Used in This Book ................................................2
Foolish Assumptions ..................................................................2
How This Book Is Organized......................................................2

Part I: Marrying Your Way: Away You Go.......................3
Part II: Picking a Destination For Your Wedding...........3
Part III: Getting the Destination Wedding You Want.....3
Part IV: Sharing the Joy at Your Wedding, Now 

and Later........................................................................3
Part V: The Part of Tens...................................................4

Icons Used in This Book.............................................................4
Where to Go from Here ..............................................................4

Part I: Marrying Your Way: Away You Go.............5

Chapter 1: Destination Weddings 101 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Defining Destination Weddings and Why They’re 

So Popular................................................................................7
Simplifying your wedding ................................................8
Paying the price ................................................................8
Choosing quality over quantity ......................................9

The Differences between Getting Married Away 
and at Home...........................................................................10

Making Your Wedding Legal: What You Need to Know ........12
Marrying in the United States .......................................12
Getting hitched in another country .............................12

Looking at the Most Popular Locations .................................13
Answering Some Questions You May Have ...........................14
Getting Going: 20 Steps to a Destination Wedding ...............17

Chapter 2: Is a Destination Wedding Right for You?. . . . 19
Why a Wedding Away May Work Best for You: The 3F’s ......19

Freedom (from convention) ..........................................20
Flexibility (to do it your way) .......................................20
Fun (that’s the key) ........................................................21

Pinpointing Destination Wedding Delights ............................21
Arousing your adventurous side ..................................21
Combining your wedding and honeymoon .................22

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page vi



Table of Contents vii

Sharing the fun with your friends and family..............22
Earning perks and upgrades because you’re in love.....23
Other advantages ...........................................................24

What a Destination Wedding Isn’t: The Downsides..............24
Are You a Destination Wedding Kind of Couple? 

A Checklist .............................................................................25
Dealing with Doubts and Doubters.........................................26

When your partner still isn’t certain............................26
Preparing for pushback .................................................27

Chapter 3: Organizing Your Wedding Away: 
With and Without a Computer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

The Importance of Being Organized and Where to Start.....30
Leading with your strengths: The division of labor ...30
Doing all the organizing yourself or strictly 

relying on a pro ...........................................................31
Choosing an organizational system that 

works for you ..............................................................31
Love in the Computer Age: Digitally Organizing ...................33

Create a destination wedding folder ............................33
Use the Web to your advantage ....................................36
Bookmark Web pages.....................................................36
Establish your own destination wedding Web site ....38
Join the conversation.....................................................42

Using the Web When You Don’t Have a Computer ...............43
Organizing Your Wedding with a Paper Trail ........................44

Customizing a paper wedding planner ........................44
Making your own destination wedding organizer ......46

Chapter 4: Budgeting for a Destination Wedding . . . . . 47
Understanding Budgeting Basics 

(And Why They’re Vital) ......................................................48
How budgeting differs: A destination wedding 

versus a traditional one .............................................48
Knowing how much to budget ......................................48

Having a Wedding at Any Cost ................................................49
Chipping In for a Destination Wedding ..................................51

Finding ways to cover costs..........................................51
Keeping tabs on guests ..................................................52

Knowing What to Include in Your Budget..............................52
Bidding and Buying...................................................................54

Pricing the elements.......................................................55
Negotiating wisely ..........................................................55
Cutting costs ...................................................................56
Dealing with deposits.....................................................58

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page vii



Destination Weddings For Dummies viii

Chapter 5: Gathering Your Destination 
Wedding Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59

Identifying the Wedding Services You May Need .................59
Exploring Your Dream Team Options.....................................61

Using friends and family ................................................61
Going with professional planners.................................62

Destination Wedding Pros: Who Are Your Choices?.............63
Using a wedding planner ...............................................63
Enlisting a travel agent...................................................64
Using an on-site coordinator.........................................66
Making use of an event planner ....................................67
Dealing with multiple vendors ......................................67

Finding Good Help Far Away ...................................................69
Hiring reliable local vendors .........................................69
Closing the deal with distant vendors .........................72

Part II: Picking a Destination for Your Wedding....73

Chapter 6: Finding the Right Destination: 
There’s a Place for You . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

Exploring Where to Go .............................................................76
Pursuing places of the heart .........................................76
Reveling in a climate you love ......................................77
Eyeing travel expenses ..................................................79
Staying in the U.S. or going abroad ..............................79
Identifying destinations to avoid..................................79

Looking at Locales ....................................................................80
Checking in on hotel and all-inclusive resorts............80
Pondering the pleasures and perils of 

public places ...............................................................86
Picking a private property.............................................88
Nuzzling in natural settings...........................................89
Pursuing active passions ...............................................90
Going the cruise ship route...........................................92

Making Your Destination Choice: The Actual How-To .........92
Test-Driving Your Destination Wedding Site..........................93

What to look for during an inspection .........................94
Seeing the sites ...............................................................95
Asking the right questions.............................................96
Visiting with vendors .....................................................97

Selecting a Destination Where You Can Legally Marry ........98
Tying the knot in the United States ..............................98
Getting married in another country.............................99

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page viii



Table of Contents ix

Chapter 7: Staying Close to Home: 
The United States and Canada. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

Considering the Hot Picks in the United States ..................102
Living it up in Las Vegas...............................................102
Getting hitched in Hawaii ............................................106
Finding the magic in Florida........................................111
Wedding in Wine Country............................................113
Exploring more U.S. locations.....................................114

Coupling in Canada.................................................................117
Weddings with a French accent ..................................118
Saying vows in Vancouver ...........................................120
Investigating other Canadian locations .....................122

Chapter 8: Heading to the Tropics and Islands . . . . . . 123
The Truth about Tropical Destination Weddings ...............123

Pondering the pros of a tropical wedding away .......124
Considering the cons of getting married where 

it’s hot, hot, hot.........................................................124
Contemplating Your Choices for a Caribbean Wedding.....125

Loving it up in Jamaica ................................................126
Island-hopping in the Bahamas...................................128
Beachcombing in Barbados ........................................130
Making waves in Bermuda...........................................132
Exploring other Caribbean locales.............................134

Going to the Caribbean without a Passport ........................134
Preferring Puerto Rico .................................................135
Uncovering the pleasures of the USVI........................136

Marrying in Mexico.................................................................137
Getting married at an all-inclusive .............................138
Checking out the Caribbean coast .............................138
Picking Mexico’s Pacific coast ....................................139

Hitting the Rain Forest ...........................................................141
Diving into Belize ..........................................................141
Choosing Costa Rica.....................................................142

Opting for an Oceania Paradise ............................................143
Journeying to Fiji ..........................................................144
Picking Polynesia..........................................................145

Chapter 9: Wowing and Vowing in Europe . . . . . . . . . 147
Considering a European Wedding: The Pros and Cons......147

Pondering the pluses ...................................................148
Considering the cons ...................................................149

Jumping the Pond to the U.K.................................................150
England ..........................................................................150
Ireland ............................................................................152
Scotland .........................................................................153

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page ix



Destination Weddings For Dummies x

Affirming L’amour in France ..................................................156
Paris................................................................................156
Elsewhere in France .....................................................157

Saying “I Do” in Spain .............................................................157
Becoming a Couple in Greece................................................158

Athens ............................................................................159
The Cyclades.................................................................159
Sporades ........................................................................160

Singing “That’s Amore” in Italy .............................................160
Eyeing the Eastern Options ...................................................162

Chapter 10: Cruising on a Love Boat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163
Sailing into Matrimony: The Benefits of 

a Cruise Wedding ................................................................163
Booking and Coordinating a Cruise Wedding......................164

Setting sail with friends and family ............................165
Cruise ship wedding packages....................................165
Finalizing the details ....................................................168
Working with the pros..................................................169
Customizing your ship wedding .................................170

Finding Locations on Land and Sea......................................172
Saying “I do” onboard the ship ...................................172
Marrying in port ...........................................................173

Vowing to Be Legal Onboard .................................................176
Overcoming Your Fears..........................................................177
After the Wedding: Creating a Honeymoon 

Haven at Sea ........................................................................178

Part III: Getting the Destination 
Wedding You Want .........................................179

Chapter 11: Making Travel Arrangements . . . . . . . . . . 181
What You Need to Know Before Making Travel Plans........181
Choose Wisely: How a Date Can Influence How 

Much You Pay ......................................................................182
Looking at seasonal rates ............................................182
Considering holidays and guests’ schedules ............183

Planning the Trip Yourselves ................................................183
Grasping group travel discounts ................................184
Scoring airline group discounts..................................184
Working directly with a hotel ......................................185
Snagging a group deal on a cruise ..............................187

Using an Online or Offline Agent...........................................187
Making arrangements online.......................................188
Dealing with a corner travel agent .............................189

Sending Guests in the Right Direction..................................190

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page x



Table of Contents xi

Planning the Ground Transportation ...................................193
Getting the happy couple to and from

the wedding site.......................................................193
Shuttling guests around...............................................193

Lugging Around Luggage........................................................193

Chapter 12: Before You Go: Putting Your 
Wedding Plans in Place . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195

First Things First: Choosing Colors for Your Wedding.......196
Deciding How Many Days to Schedule for Your Event.......196

Keeping the main events in mind ...............................196
Factoring in travel time................................................197

Sending Invitations .................................................................197
Determining your guest list .........................................197
Starting with a save-the-date notice...........................199
Figuring out what kind of invitation is 

right for your wedding .............................................200
Sending travel info........................................................201

Assembling the Rehearsal .....................................................203
Arranging the final walk-through: Your rehearsal ....204
Planning a rehearsal dinner ........................................204

Settling on the Food................................................................205
Connecting with a caterer ...........................................206
Ordering a menu that makes sense............................206
Choosing a cake that stands .......................................208

Picking Flowers and Decor ....................................................209
Saving money with native flowers..............................209
Embellishing your space..............................................210
Considering alternative decorations..........................211

Working with a Photographer ...............................................212
Facing the Music .....................................................................214

Hiring musicians ...........................................................214
Burning a destination wedding CD or 

creating a playlist......................................................215
Filling Wedding Welcome Bags..............................................217

Holding it all together ..................................................217
Adding treats for treasured guests.............................218

Chapter 13: Setting the Stage: Your Ceremony 
and Reception . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219

Stepping into an Altared State...............................................219
Styling Your Ceremony...........................................................220

Going to the altar ..........................................................221
Adding arches and aisles.............................................222
Including religious and sentimental 

accompaniments.......................................................223

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page xi



Putting Guests at Ease............................................................224
Guaranteeing easy access for guests .........................224
Attending to the bottom line: Seating for guests......224
Everyone needs a restroom ........................................225

Considering Mother Nature ...................................................226
Moving to the Reception........................................................227

Determining whether you need transportation........227
Rolling right into the reception versus taking a 

breather .....................................................................228

Chapter 14: Dressing and Grooming for 
a Destination Wedding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229

Setting Your Dress Code.........................................................229
Embracing the bride’s style.........................................230
Bearing your budget in mind ......................................230
Considering your destination .....................................230

Dressing the Bride ..................................................................231
Knowing your options..................................................231
Considering more than just style: 

Fabric, color, and size ..............................................234
Selecting the right (and left) shoes ............................235

Outfitting the Attendants .......................................................236
Garbing the Groom and His Men...........................................237

Checking out your choices..........................................237
Accessorizing isn’t just for women ............................239

Looking Great on the Big Day................................................240
Getting that wedding glow...........................................240
Making up ......................................................................241
Keeping your hair apparent ........................................242

Part IV: Sharing the Joy at Your Wedding, 
Now and Later................................................243

Chapter 15: After You Arrive: Leading Up 
to the Big Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245

Finalizing All the Details On-Site ...........................................245
Acquiring a marriage license.......................................246
Doing the front-desk drill.............................................246
Inspecting your ceremony space................................247
Rehearsing with or without your officiant ................247
Readying for the reception..........................................248
Focusing on perfect pictures.......................................249
Watching the Webcam..................................................249
Surveying the small details .........................................250

Scheduling Time for Yourselves............................................251
Welcoming Guests (And Keeping Them Out 

of Your Hair) ........................................................................252

Destination Weddings For Dummies xii

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page xii



Appointing a second-in-command..............................252
Arranging a hospitality suite.......................................252
Notifying guests of optional and required events ....253
Giving gifts and thanks.................................................253

Promoting Activities to Keep Everyone Busy .....................254
Having fun with the guys .............................................255
Scheduling spa sessions for the gals .........................255
Individual pursuits .......................................................255

Chapter 16: Minding Your Manners: 
Destination Wedding Etiquette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257

Inviting Guests but Not Disaster ...........................................258
Dealing with unwanted guests ....................................258
How to graciously not invite kids...............................259
Addressing guests who want to come 

but can’t afford to .....................................................259
Holding Showers and Other Pre-Wedding Celebrations ....260

Your wedding may be small but your shower 
doesn’t have to be ....................................................260

Bachelor and bachelorette parties.............................261
Playing the Host ......................................................................261
Tipping Points .........................................................................262
Gifts You Give and Gifts You Get ...........................................263

Attending to your attendants......................................263
Thanking everyone for their gifts ...............................263

Dealing with Bad Behavior ....................................................264

Chapter 17: Making Friends and Family Feel 
As If They Were There. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265

Staying in Touch in Real Time ...............................................265
Putting your wedding on a Webcam ..........................265
Getting geeky with a guest blogger ............................266

Collecting Memories Before You Depart..............................267
Shooting stars ...............................................................267
Collecting scrapbook-worthy items ...........................267
Shopping for meaningful souvenirs ...........................269

Spreading Cheer After You Return Home ............................269
Making the big announcement....................................269
Creating your own look book......................................270
Updating your wedsite.................................................271
Holding an at-home reception.....................................272

Chapter 18: Beginning the Honeymoon. . . . . . . . . . . . . 273
The Best Is Yet to Come .........................................................273

Deciding whether to go or stay...................................273
Going on close calls......................................................274
Taking the honeymoon later .......................................274

Table of Contents xiii

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page xiii



Having the Honeymoon You Want ........................................275
Knowing your honeymoon type .................................276
Honeymoon romance packages: 

What you can expect................................................277
Packing for Your Honeymoon................................................278
Bidding Guests Good-Bye ......................................................279

How to make a great escape........................................279
The buck stops here.....................................................280

Part V: The Part of Tens...................................281

Chapter 19: Ten Emergencies You May Face 
and How to Handle ’Em . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283

Someone Gets Sick..................................................................284
Mother Nature Doesn’t Cooperate .......................................284
Luggage Is Lost........................................................................284
A Fashion Disaster Occurs.....................................................285
Vendors Are No-Shows ...........................................................285
Uninvited Guests Arrive.........................................................285
A Fight Breaks Out ..................................................................285
The Ceremony Is Interrupted ................................................286
The Wedding Ring Is Missing.................................................286
The Cake Collapses.................................................................286

Chapter 20: Ten Ways to Save Money on 
Your Destination Wedding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287

Book a Location Off-Season ...................................................287
Invite Fewer Guests ................................................................288
Skip the Paid Wedding Planner .............................................288
Save on Airfare ........................................................................288
Get Dressed for Less...............................................................289
Employ the Talents of Friends and Family...........................289
Buy Locally Rather Than Bring It with You .........................290
Celebrate in a Restaurant ......................................................290
Forgo the Program and Favors..............................................290
Sacrifice Extra Desserts .........................................................290

Index .............................................................291

Destination Weddings For Dummies xiv

02_129951 ftoc.qxp  7/31/07  10:17 PM  Page xiv


