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                       1 vocation /vo kay shun /vō  kā  ' sh n         
 A  vocation  is a person ’ s main occupation, job, or employment. 

 It is often used in a religious sense to indicate a  calling  (inclination) 
to the ministry or priesthood. But it is also used to describe any 
occupation that requires dedication, such as nursing or teaching. It is 
not wrong to say that a plumber has a vocation, but plumbing is more 
often called a job, a trade, or a craft. 

 A vocation is usually a paid full - time occupation. In contrast, 
an  avocation  is usually a nonpaid, often part - time 
occupation or hobby. For example, watching birds and 

knowing about birds is an avocation for most people, 
but for an ornithologist (a scientist who studies birds) it 
is a vocation. The prefi x  a -   in this case means  “ not. ”     

      vocabulary    –   a collection of words, the number of words 
known by an individual, or words used in a particular sub-
ject area:  “ Music has its own vocabulary. ”   

   vocal cords   –  the part of the throat that makes sounds, a membrane that 
vibrates with the passage of air.  

   vocalist   –  a person who sings:  “ The band members who sing are its  vocalists. ”   

   vocalize   –  to put into words or to speak:  “ She couldn ’ t vocalize her real 
feelings. ”   

   vociferous   –  loud or insistent speech:  “ Blue Jays have a vociferous call. ”   

   equivocate   –  to speak on both sides of an issue, to avoid making a 
 defi nite decision, not to make up one ’ s mind. ( equi -   � equal)       

  Activities   
  A girl who sings with a band 

is a __________________________________.  
  Someone who talks all the time and won ’ t shut 

up is __________________________________.  
  Name some actions that are irrevocable (that 

can ’ t be undone).  
  If you don ’ t get paid for doing it, it might be 

an __________________________________.       

Root 
voc means 

“call.”

Syllabifi cation for 
correct spelling 

________________
vo-ca-tion
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  2 worst   /werst /      wûrst

    The common meaning of  worst  is  “ very bad ”  — in fact, as bad as bad 
can get. 

 The adjective  bad  has three degrees. The fi rst degree,  bad,  is known 
as the  positive  degree and is the simple and most commonly used form 
of the word. The next degree,  worse,  is known as the comparative 
degree. And fi nally,  worst  is known as the superlative degree. For 
example,  “ The storm was already bad, it got worse an hour later, but 
the next day it was the worst I have ever seen. ”  

 Most adjectives are regular and are changed simply by adding a 
suffi x, as in  big, bigger, biggest.  Only a few adjectives, such as  bad, 
worse,  and  worst,  are  irregular.  Other examples include: 

   good   better   best  
   many   more   most    

 Some tricky tests, such as the SAT, may use an obscure meaning for a 
common word.  Worst,  for example, may be used as a verb meaning 
 “ to defeat, ”   “ to outdo, ”  or  “ to best in a debate or confl ict ” :  “ My 
attorney tried to  worst  the prosecution attorney ”  or  “ Our army was 
worsted (defeated) in the battle. ”     

  Activities 
 Here are some adjectives in the positive degree. Put them in the compara-
tive and superlative degrees: 

  small __________________________        

 __________________________      

  dirty  __________________________   

   __________________________      

worried  *    __________________________       

 __________________________      

  many  __________________________            

 __________________________      

* requires more or most

Syllabifi cation for 
correct spelling

________________
worst
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3 catalyst   /cat a list /         kat' l ist

 A  catalyst  is a substance that can cause a reaction. For example, some 
modern cars have a catalyst in the car engine exhaust muffl er that 
causes some of the gas emitted from the engine ’ s exhaust to be less 
toxic (harmful). 

 A catalyst can also be something that causes other kinds of change. 
For example, Congress could pass a bill (law) that would make it easier 

for people to have solar energy for their houses. Such a bill 
would be a catalyst for change from using power made 
by oil - fi red electricity - generating plants to using free 

solar energy (sunshine) to make electricity. The solar 
generator uses silicon cells as  catalysts  for changing 
solar radiation into electricity. ( -  lyst  � breakdown)    

      catastrophe   –  a tragedy, disaster, or utter failure:  “ A 
 hurricane is a catastrophe .”  ( trophe  -  � turn)  Catastrophe  is 
an ancient Greek term meaning   “The gods have turned 
against us. ”   

   catalog   –  a list or book of various items, such as a college catalog of 
 courses or a store catalog of items for sale. ( -  log  � word)  

   catapult   –  an ancient war machine for hurling stones. ( pult -   � hurl)       

  Activities   
  Does  catalyst  have anything to do with cats?  

  Does  catalyst  have anything to do with hurricanes?  

  Does  catalyst  have anything to do with 
 chemistry?  

  Does  catalyst  have anything to do with 
 modern society?       

Root
cata means 

“with.” 

3

Syllabifi cation for 
correct spelling 

________________
cat-a-lyst
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    4 countervail   /cown ter vail /koun' t r vā   l'         
 The word  countervail  means  “ to oppose or exert a force against ”  
something:  “ The enemy had a countervailing force protecting the 
river. ”   “ Countervailing his tendency to love was his tendency 
to hate. ”  

  Countervail  also has another meaning:  to compensate  or  to make up 
for . For example,  “ She countervailed for the tree damage by planting 

a new tree. ”     

      counterweight   –  a weight equal or opposing:  “ An old 
scale had a counterweight and some elevators and win-
dows had counterweights. ”   “ The courts acted as a counter-
weight to the legislature. ”   

   counterthrust   –  an opposing force:  “ Rockets and 
springs can exert a counterthrust .”   

   counterview   –  a view or argument from the opposite side.  

   countermand   –  to recall or cancel an order.  

   encounter   –  to meet face - to - face, to meet the enemy, to come upon 
 accidentally.  

   counterclockwise   –  movement from the top of a circle to the left, 
 turning the opposite way a clock dial runs.       

  Activities   
  In what other situations might you use  countervail ?  

  Draw a picture of the use of a  counterweight .  

  Review: What does  counter -   mean?  

  If you  countermand  an order, what does that 
mean?       

Root
counter means 

“against” or 
“opposite.” 

  Syllabifi cation for 
correct spelling 

________________
coun - ter - vail    
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