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• A •
AAA, 40, 45
AARP, 51
Above and Beyond Tour, 53
Access America, 59
Access-Able Travel Source, 52
accommodations. See also

Accommodations Index
adult hotels, 88–89
arriving, without reservation, 94
best, 10–12
best room at best rate, 89–93
big versus small, 87–88
budget for, 33–34
casino versus noncasino, 87
Center Strip (map), 100
chain hotels, 88
corner room, 92–93
cost-cutting tips, 37–38
costs, 36
downtown (map), 106
hidden costs, 85
kid-friendly, 49–50
by location, 124–125
map of locations, 98
most expensive, 274
by neighborhood, 124–125
North Strip (map), 103
number of rooms, 274
online reservation, 92
Paradise Road (map), 110
poker room, 178–179
by price, 125–126
price-dollar sign categories, 95–96

rack rate, 89–90
shopping, 225–227
smoking preference, 93
South Strip (map), 99
theme hotels, 88
tourist information, 77

adult hotels, 88–89
Adventuredome, 196–198
Aero Mexico, 42
Air Canada, 42
Air Tickets Direct, 43
airlines

airfare, 37, 43–44
contact information, 41–42
discount for senior travelers, 50–51
economy-class syndrome, 59
online reservation, 44–45
package tour, 48
security, 63–64

airport
arriving by plane, 67–68
gambling, 68
Internet kiosks, 62
security, 63–64
transportation from, 54–55, 65–70

Aladdin, 277
Alan Bible Visitor Center, 237
Alaska Airlines, 42
Alize, 12
All Hotels on the Web (website), 92
Allegiant Air, 42
America West, 42
American cuisine, 161
American Express, 40, 41
American Express Vacations, 48
American Foundation for the Blind, 52
American-American Eagle, 42

Index

See also separate Accommodations and Restaurant indexes at the end of 
this index.

32_402955-bindex.qxp  10/17/08  12:22 AM  Page 293

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



amusement parks/arcades/thrill rides
Adventuredome, 196–198
Circus Circus Midway, 206
GameWorks, 210
Las Vegas Mini Grand Prix, 207
Manhattan Express Roller Coaster,

203–204
SPEED - The Ride, 204–205
Stratosphere Tower and Thrill Rides,

2–5, 205
Andre’s, 12
Angel Park Golf Club, 217
antique shops, 228
Arizona Charlie’s Decatur, 281
Arts Factory, 228
ATMs, 37–38
The Attic, 229
attractions. See also amusement

parks/arcades/thrill rides;
shows/entertainment; theaters
and simulation rides

budget for, 34
Center Strip (map), 200
costs, 36–37
for kids, 206–209
maps, 197, 199, 200, 203
Michael Goudeau’s favorites, 208–209
by neighborhood, 220–221
North Strip (map), 203
overview, 195–196
South Strip (map), 199
for teens, 209–210
top sites, 196–210
by type, 221

Aureole, 12, 128, 263
Austins Steakhouse, 135
Avis Rent a Car, 52

• B •
B&B Ristorante, 20
baccarat, 191
Bagelmania, 159
baked goods, 159
Bally’s Las Vegas, 97, 218
Bank (dance club), 35, 260–261

barbeque, 161
bargain meals, 130–131
Barneys of New York, 226
bars, 263–267
Barton, Lance, 252–253
bathrooms, best, 12
Bell Trans, 70
Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art, 198
Bellagio Water Fountains, 10, 198
best experiences, 9–10
Beyond Belief (show), 18
Big Shot (thrill ride), 205
biking, 216–217
Binion’s

casino, 194
poker room, 178

bistro, 161
blackjack

chips to play, 181
dealer minimum, 181
doubling down, 182
how to play, 177–181
insurance, 182
multi-deck versus single-deck 

games, 181
overview, 177
splitting, 182–183
strategy, 181–183
tips and tricks, 183–184

Blue Man Group (entertainers), 13,
247–248

Blue Moon Resort (gay hotel), 52
Bodies: The Exhibition, 198
Body English (dance club), 261
Boingo, 62
The Bonanza Gift and Souvenir 

Shop, 228
Bonnie Springs Ranch, 232, 238–240
books, 22
Border Grill, 128
Botanical Cactus Garden, 207
Bouchon, 12
Boulder Dam, 14
Boulevard Mall, 224
bowling, 217
brunches, 161
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budget for trip
attractions, 34
cost-cutting tips, 37–38
dining, 34
entertainment, 35–36
gambling, 36
lodging, 33–34
shopping, 35
transportation, 34

budget meal
best, 12
top ten Vegas values, 279–282

The Buffalo (gay bar), 268
Buffalo Exchange, 229
buffets, 12–13, 128, 161
Burger Bar, 158
burgers, 158
Burton, Lance (magician), 13, 233
bus service, 55, 70, 84–85

• C •
Cajun cuisine, 161
calendar of events, 27–29
California cuisine, 161
California’s, 281
Canyon Ranch Space, 218
Capriotti’s, 12
car, driving

avoiding gridlock, 79–81
congestion and traffic jams, 78–79
to Las Vegas, 70–71
within Las Vegas, 78–81
planning your route, 45–47
speed limits and traffic law, 81
watching the weather, 45

car, renting
from airport, 54–55, 68
best rate, 55–57
collision damage waiver, 57
insurance, 57–59
pros and cons, 54–55
refueling packages, 57
reservations, 55

Caribbean stud, 191
Carnavale Court, 227

casino clubs, 167
Casino Gambling For Dummies, 167, 229
casino hotels

history, 15–19
vs. noncasino hotels, 87

casinos
age restrictions, 168
blackjack, 177–184
for budget gamblers, 194
cheating, 169
club card, 168
cozy, 194
craps, 188–191
free drinks, 168
keno, 186–187
large, 194
for not-so-serious gamblers, 193–194
poker, 178–180
roulette, 184–186
for serious gamblers, 192–193
slot machines, 169–174
smoking in, 168–169
video poker, 174–177

celebrity chef restaurants, 12, 20
cellphone, 60–61
Center Strip

attractions, 200, 220
hotels, 124
overview, 73
restaurants, 140, 160

chain hotels, 88
chain restaurants, 131
Champagnes Cafe, 263
Char Cruze’s Creative Adventures, 

220, 236
Charlie Palmer Steak, 13
cheating, 169
Cheetah’s (strip joint), 269
Cher, 248
children

attractions, 206–209
traveling with, 49–50

Chinese cuisine, 161
chocolate, 158–159
Chocolate Swan, 159
CineVegas Film Festival, 28
Circus Circus Midway, 206
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Cirque du Soleil
KÀ, 13, 248
Love, 248–249
Mystère, 36–37, 249
O, 13, 249–250
ticket prices, 35, 37
Zumanity, 250

Cirrus (ATM network), 39
Citicorp Visa, 41
Citizen’s Area Transit, 70, 84–85
City Life (magazine), 245
CityCenter, 274
claims to fame, Las Vegas

annual number of visitors, 275
brightest beam of light, 273
highest number of weddings, 275
highest thrill rides, 274
largest gold nugget, 275
largest indoor atrium, 273
money spent annually 

on gambling, 275
most expensive hotel ever built, 274
number of hotel rooms, 274
second largest hotel, 274
tallest observation tower, 274

Clark County Heritage Museum, 214
Clark County Marriage License 

Bureau, 212
Cleopatra’s Barge Nightclub, 35, 261
Club Paradise (strip joint), 269
club scene

bars, 263–265
comedy clubs, 257–259
cover charges, 35
dance clubs, 260–262
gay and lesbian bars, 267–268
live music, 260
lounge acts, 259
map, 258
panoramic view, 266
special-interest, 265–266
sports-themed bars, 267
strip clubs, 264, 268–269

coffee shops, 161
Collision Damage Waiver (CDW), 57
column bets, 185
The Comedy Club, 259

comedy clubs, 35, 257–259
Comedy Festival, 29
Comedy Stop, 259, 280–281
communication

cellphone, 60–61
Internet, 61–62

concert tickets, 35
Consumer Electronics Show, 27
Continental Airlines, 42
Continental cuisine, 161
Cook E. Jarr (lounge act), 259
cost-cutting tips, 37–38
Coyote Ugly (bar), 265
craps

come bet, 190
don’t come bet, 190
don’t pass bar bet, 189
overview, 188–189
pass line bet, 189
place bet, 190
tips and tricks, 191

Cravings Buffet, 280
Creative Adventures, 220, 236
credit cards, 39, 41
Criss Angel: Believe, 250
cuisine, restaurants by, 161–162
The Cupcakery, 159
Cupid’s Wedding Chapel, 212
curbside check-in, 64
curfew law, 209
cybercafes, 61
Cypress Street Market Place, 157–158

• D •
dance clubs, 35, 260–262
Danny Gans: The Man of Many 

Voices, 251
December events, 29
deep vein thrombosis, 59
deli/sandwiches, 161
Delta Vacations, 48
Delta-Skywest, 42
Desert Inn, 15, 278
diner, 161
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dining. See also Restaurant Index
baked goods, 159
bargain meals, 130–131
best of Las Vegas, 12–13
budget for, 34
budget meal, 12–13, 129
buffets, 12–13, 128
burgers, 158
Center Strip (map), 140
chain restaurants, 131
chocolate, 158–159
cost-cutting tips, 37–38
costs, 36
by cuisine, 161–162
dress code, 129
expensive, 127–128
food courts, 157–158
ice cream, 160
by location, 160
map of locations, 133
North Strip (map), 145
Paradise Road (map), 149
by price, 162–163
price-dollar sign categories, 131–132
reservations, 129
sausage, 159
South Strip (map), 136
theme restaurants, 128

disabilities, travelers with, 51–52
discount rates, 37
Dolphin Habitat, 10, 204
Double Down Saloon, 263
downtown hotel, best, 12
Downtown Transportation Center, 50
Downtown Vegas

attractions, 221
hotels, 125
overview, 74–75
restaurants, 160

drug stores, 228
Dunes Hotel, 89, 277

• E •
East Las Vegas, 75–76
East of Strip, restaurants in, 160

eclectic cuisine, 161
economy-class syndrome, 59
Eiffel Tower Bar, 266
Eiffel Tower Tour, 216
Einstein Bros. Bagels, 159
El Cortez, 15
El Rancho Hotel, 276–277
El Rancho Vegas, 15, 276
Elderhostel, 51
ElderTreks, 51
Eldorado Club Downtown, 15
electronic kiosks, 63
Ellis Island Casino & Brewery, 279
e-mail, 61–62
Emerging Horizons (magazine), 52
Encore, 274
entertainment

best, 13
budget for, 35–36

Escape the City Streets 
(bike rental), 216

Esplanade at Wynn Las Vegas, 227
ESPN Sports Zone (bar), 267
Ethel M Chocolates/M&M’s World,

206–207
E-tickets, 63
Excalibur, 210
Expedia, 44, 55

• F •
factory-outlet malls, 224–225
fall season, 25–26
family vacation, 49–50
Fashion Show Mall, 224
February events, 27
Flamingo, 15, 218, 276
Flamingo Road, 71
flat-top slot machines, 170
floods, 25
FlyCheap, 43
Flying Wheels Travel, 52
Folies Bergère, 251
Fontana Bar, 281
food courts, 157–158
Forty Deuce (strip club), 264
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Forum Shops at Caesars Palace,
199–200, 225–226

fountain shows
Bellagio Water Fountains, 198
Caesars Palace, 199–200

Four Seasons, 10
four-day trip, itineraries for, 230–233
free drinks, 167
free show, best, 10
Free Zone (gay bar), 268
Fremont Street, 71
Fremont Street Experience (open-air

pedestrian mall), 201, 236, 280
French cuisine, 161
Frontier Airlines, 42

• G •
Gambler’s Book Shop, 229
Gambler’s General Store, 229
gambling

airport, 68
basic rules, 149
blackjack, 177–184
budget for, 36
cheating, 169
computer games, 192
cost-cutting tips, 37–38
craps, 188–191
hotel gaming lessons, 192
John Caldwell’s poker room picks,

178–180
keno, 186–187
money spent annually, 275
overview, 20
poker, 178–180
roulette, 184–186
shopping for gear, 229
slot machines, 169–174
video poker, 174–177
where to play, 192–194

GameWorks, 210
Gans, Danny, 251
Gay & Lesbian Pride Celebration, 28
gay and lesbian bars, 267–268
gay and lesbian travelers, 52–53

Ghirardelli Chocolate Shop and Soda
Fountain, 159

ghostbar, 21, 264–265
Gipsy (gay bar), 268
Glitter Gulch (strip joint), 269
Golden Gate Hotel and Casino, 280
Golden Nugget, 12, 15, 275
golfing, 217
Good Times (gay bar), 268
GoToMyPC, 62
Goudaeau, Michael, 208–209
Grand Canal Shoppes, 201, 226
Grand Hoover Dam Tour, 236
Gray Line Tours, 220, 236, 239
Greek cuisine, 161
Green Valley Ranch, 76, 265
Griffin, Merv, 17
GSM wireless network, 61

• H •
Hacienda, 277
“Hand of Faith” nugget, 275
Harrah’s Las Vegas Health Club, 218
Hawaiian Airlines, 42
health clubs, 218
health tips, 59–60
Henderson

hotels, 125
overview, 76

historic landmarks, destroyed, 276–278
Hogs & Heifers, 264
Hoover Dam, 14, 21, 235–238
Hoover Dam Visitor Center, 236
hotels. See accommodations;

Accommodations Index
hotspots, 62–63
House of Blues, 255–256, 264
Hughes, Howard, 17

• I •
ice cream, 160
The Improv (comedy club), 259
Insanity: The Ride, 205
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inside bets, 184
Inside Scoop, 238
insurance, 57–59
international cuisine, 161
International Gay and Lesbian Travel

Association, 53
Internet access, 61–63
Internet kiosks, 62
Interstate 15 freeway, 70
InTouch USA, 61
iPass network, 63
Italian/Mediterranean cuisine, 162
itineraries

four-day, 230–233
the Strip, 233–234

• J •
January events, 27
Japan Airlines, 42
Jean-Philippe Patisserie, 158
Jersey Boys, 251–252
Jet (dance club), 261
Jodi Maroni’s Sausage Kingdom,

158–159
Joel Robuchon, 12, 128
The Joint, 256
Jubilee!, 13, 252
June events, 28

• K •
keno, 186–187
King, Mac, 253
Krave (gay bar), 267–268

• L •
La Reve, 253
Lake Mead, 21, 235–238
Lake Mead Lodge, 237
Lance Barton: Master Magician, 13,

252–253

Las Vegas
annual number of visitors, 275
best of, 9–13
books, 22
calendar of events, 27–29
casinos, 20
claims to fame, 273–275
clubs, 21
dining, 20
getting around, 77–95
historic landmarks destroyed,

276–278
history, 14–19
information, 77
local architecture, 19
movies, 22
neighborhoods, 71–76
parks, 21
production shows, 21
weather, 23–27

Las Vegas Art Museum, 214
Las Vegas Boulevard South. See the

Strip
Las Vegas Bugle (gay and lesbian

newspaper), 53, 268
Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce, 

77, 245
Las Vegas Convention Center, 75
Las Vegas Convention Center and

Visitors Authority, 77, 94, 245
Las Vegas Cyber Speedway, 204–205
Las Vegas Invitational, 28
Las Vegas Invitational Golf

Tournament, 219
Las Vegas Leisure Guide, The, 245
Las Vegas Mini Grand Prix, 207
Las Vegas Monorail, 55, 84
Las Vegas Motor Speedway, 219
Las Vegas National Golf Club, 217
Las Vegas Natural History Museum,

214–215
Las Vegas Outlet Center, 225
Las Vegas Premium Outlets, 224–225
Las Vegas Review-Journal, 77, 245
Las Vegas Sun (newspaper), 77
Las Vegas Weddings and Rooms, 212
Las Vegas Weekly, 77
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Las Vegas Weekly (magazine), 245
LAX (dance club), 261
let-it-ride poker, 191
liability insurance, 57
Liberace (entertainer), 16
Liberace Museum, 10, 50, 201–202
Liberty Travel, 47–48
Lied Discovery of Children’s 

Museum, 202
limousines, 69
Little White Wedding Chapel, 212
live music, 260
Living Room (dance club), 262
lodging, budget for, 33–34
Lorenzi Park, 213–214
Lost City Museum, 232, 238
Lost Creek, 239
lost-luggage insurance, 58–59
lounge acts, 259
lounges, 21, 260
Luv-It Frozen Custard, 159

• M •
Mac King Comedy Magic Show, 282
Madame Tussaud’s Celebrity

Encounter, 202
Magaritaville (bar), 265–266
magazines, 77
magic shows

best, 13
history, 17

Main Street Station Triple 7 Brew 
Pub, 264

Manhattan Express Roller Coaster,
203–204

MapQuest, 45
maps

alternate routes to avoid gridlock, 80
Center Strip accommodations, 100
Center Strip attractions, 200
Center Strip dining, 140
downtown accommodations, 106
highway access to Las Vegas, 46
Las Vegas accommodations, 98

Las Vegas at a glance, 11
Las Vegas attractions overview, 197
Las Vegas dining overview, 133
Las Vegas neighborhoods, 72
Las Vegas nightlife, 258
Las Vegas shopping, 224
Las Vegas wedding chapels, 211
North Strip accommodations, 103
North Strip attractions, 203
North Strip dining, 145
Paradise Road accommodations, 106
Paradise Road dining, 149
shows on the Strip, 244
South Strip accommodations, 99
South Strip attractions, 199
South Strip dining, 136

March events, 28
March Madness, 28
Mardi Gras Food Court, 158
Marjorie Barrick Museum, 213
Maryland Parkway, 76, 224, 228
Masquerade Village, 227
Masquerade Village Show 

in the Sky, 207
MasterCard, 40, 41
May events, 28
McCarran International Airport, 18,

67–68
Medic Alert Foundation, 60
medical insurance, 57–58
medicines, 60
Mediterranean cuisine, 162
Mesa Grill, 128
Mexicana Airlines, 42
MGM Grand Garden, 256
MGM Grand Hollywood Theatre, 256
Michael Mina, 128
Middle Eastern cuisine, 161
Midler, Bette, 247
Midwest Airlines, 42
Miracle Mile at Planet Hollywood,

226–227
The Mirage Volcano, 204
money

ATMs, 38–39
budget planning, 33–37
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cost-cutting tips, 37–38
credit cards, 39
lost or stolen wallet/purse, 40–41
safety tips, 40–41
spent annually on gambling, 275
traveler’s checks, 40

monorail, 55, 83–84
Monte Carlo Pub & Brewery, 264
MossRehab, 52
Mount Charleston Resort, 28
movies, 22
moving sidewalks, 83–84
museums/memorabilia exhibits

Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art, 198
Bodies: The Exhibition, 198
Clark County Heritage Museum, 214
discount for senior travelers, 50
Ethel M Chocolates/M&M’s World,

206–207
Las Vegas Art Museum, 214
Las Vegas Natural History Museum,

214–215
Liberace Museum, 10, 201–202
Lied Discovery of Children’s 

Museum, 202
Lost City Museum, 238
Madame Tussaud’s Celebrity

Encounter, 202
Marjorie Barrick Museum, 213
Neon Museum, 215
The Secret Garden of Siegfried & 

Roy, 204
Shark Reef at Mandalay Bay, 209
Southern Nevada Zoological and

Botanical Park, 209
Springs Preserve, 215
Titanic: The Exhibition, 205

• N •
NASCAR Nextel Cup, 28
National Finals Rodeo, 29, 219
neighborhoods

downtown, 74–75
East Las Vegas, 75–76
Henderson, 76
map, 72

Maryland Parkway, 76
the Strip, 73
between the Strip and downtown, 75
West Las Vegas, 76

Neon & Lights Evening Tour, 236
Neon Museum, 215
newspapers, 77
Newton, Wayne, 16
Nobu, 128
noncasino hotels, 87
noncelebrity chef restaurants, best, 12
nonsmoking rooms, 93
non-Vegas moment, best, 10
North Strip

attractions, 203, 220
hotels, 124
overview, 73
restaurants, 145, 160

Northern Las Vegas, hotels in, 125
Northwest Airlines, 42
November events, 29
Now, Voyager, 53

• O •
October events, 28
odd-even, 184
Oktoberfest, 28
Old Nevada, 239–240
Olivia Cruises & Resorts, 53
online check-in, 63
online reservation, 44–45, 92
Orbitz, 44, 55
Orleans, 217
Orleans Arena, 256
Orleans Showroom, 256
outlet malls, 224–225
outside bets, 184
over-the-counter medicines, 60

• P •
package tour, 37, 47–48
pai-gow poker, 191
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Palms Poker Room, 178–179
Palomino (strip joint), 269
Pan-Asian cuisine, 162
Paradise Road

attractions, 221
hotels, 125
overview, 75
restaurants, 149, 160

Paris, Les Village Buffet, 13
parks and gardens

Botanical Cactus Garden, 207
Lorenzi Park, 213–214
Southern Nevada Zoological and

Botanical Park, 209
Sunset Park, 214
Valley of Fire State Park, 232, 

235–238, 283
paybacks, 68
Pearl at the Palms (theater), 256
Penn & Teller (entertainers), 13, 233,

253–254
Pep Boys, 228
Peppermill’s Fireside Lounge, 263
personal accident insurance, 57
personal effects insurance, 57
Petrossian (bar), 265–266
Phantom: The Las Vegas Spectacular,

253–254
Picasso, 12, 20
Pinot, 128
Places to Stay (website), 92
Plus (ATM network), 39
poker

do’s and don’ts for first timers, 180
John Caldwell’s poker room picks,

178–180
World Series of Poker, 28

Presley, Elvis, 16, 278
Priceline, 44
Prive (dance club), 262
production shows

best, 13
history, 17

progressive slot machines, 171–172
Pure (dance club), 261
Pussycat Dolls Lounge, 264

• R •
rack rate, 89–90
Rain (dance club), 262
Rat Pack, 16
Red Rock Canyon, 21, 238–240
Red Rock Canyon Visitor Center, 

216, 239
Red Rock Poker Room, 179
Red Rock Resort, 76, 239
Red Square, 20, 263
red-black, 185
Reduced Fare Identification Card, 50
refueling packages, 57
reservation agents, 245–246
resort hotel, best, 10
restaurants

bargain meals, 130–131
best, 12–13
best of Las Vegas, 12–13
budget, 129
buffets, 128
Center Strip (map), 140
chain restaurants, 131
cost-cutting tips, 37–38
by cuisine, 161–162
dress code, 129
by location, 160
map of locations, 133
North Strip (map), 145
Paradise Road (map), 149
by price, 162–163
price-dollar sign categories, 131–132
reservations, 129
South Strip (map), 136
theme restaurants, 128

revue, best, 13
RoadPost, 61
roulette

basic rules, 184
how to bet, 184–186
inside bets, 184
outside bets, 184
tips and tricks, 186

rumjungle (dance club), 21, 262
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• S •
Sam’s Town Hotel and Gambling 

Hall, 76
Sand Dollar Blues Lounge, 265
Sands, 277
Sapphires (strip joint), 269
satellite phones, 61
sausage, 159
Sav-On, 228
Scenic Loop Drive, 232
Schrafft’s Ice Cream, 158
seafood restaurants, 162
seasons

fall, 25–26
spring, 23–24
summer, 24
winter, 26

Second City Improv, 233, 253–254
The Secret Garden of Siegfried & 

Roy, 204
senior travelers, 50–51
September events, 28
Serge’s Showgirl Wigshop, 229
Serge’s Wig Outlets, 229
Seven Crown Resorts, 237
Shark Reef at Mandalay Bay, 209
Shoppes at Palazzo, 226
shopping

antiques, 228
budget for, 35
clothes and accessories, 229
gambling gear, 229
hotel shops, 225–227
malls, 224
map, 223
for necessities, 228
outlet malls, 224–225
overview, 222–224
souvenirs, 228

Showboat, 15–16
showrooms, 246, 255–256
shows/entertainment

admission prices, 246
Bellagio Water Fountains, 10, 198
Bette Midler, 247

Blue Man Group, 247–248
Cher, 248
Cirque de Soleil’s KA, 248
Cirque de Soleil’s Love, 248–249
Cirque de Soleil’s Mystère, 249
Cirque de Soleil’s O, 249
Cirque de Soleil’s Zumanity, 250
Criss Angel: Believe, 250
Danny Gans: The Man of Many

Voices, 251
Eiffel Tower Tour, 198
Folies Bergère, 251
Forum Shops at Caesars Palace,

199–200, 225–226
Fremont Street Experience, 201, 

236, 280
Grand Canal Shoppes at the Venetian,

225–226
headliner showrooms, 255–256
Jersey Boys, 251–252
Jubilee!, 252
La Reve, 253
Lance Barton: Master Magician,

252–253
Mac King, 253
map, 244
Masquerade Village Show 

in the Sky, 198
The Mirage Volcano, 198
Penn & Teller, 253
Phantom: The Las Vegas 

Spectacular, 254
reserving tickets, 243–245
Second City Improv, 253–254
showguide, 245
showrooms, 246
Stomp Out Loud, 254–255
Tournament of Kings, 255
Treasure Island Sirens of TI, 198

shuttle bus, 70
SideStep, 44
sidewalks, 56
Siegel, Bugsy, 15
Siegfried & Roy, 17–18, 204
sightseeing tour, 220
Silver Horse Antiques, 228
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Sinatra, Frank, 16
single-number bets, 185–186
slot machines

airports, 68
best cheapskate Vegas fun, 10
carousels, 173
denominations, 172
etiquette, 172–173
flat-top versus progressive, 170–172
how they work, 170
jackpot, winning, 172
overview, 169–170
payouts, 172, 173
tips and tricks, 172–173

Slots-A-Fun, 282
Smarter Living, 44
smoking, 93, 168–169
snow, 25
Society for Accessible Travel and

Hospitality (SATH), 52
South Strip

attractions, 199, 220
hotels, 124
overview, 73
restaurants, 136, 160

Southern cuisine, 162
Southern Nevada Zoological and

Botanical Park, 209
Southwest Airlines, 43
Southwest Vacations, 48
Southwestern cuisine, 162
souvenir shops, 228
Spago, 20, 128
A Special Memory Wedding 

Chapel, 213
spectator sports, 219
SPEED - The Ride, 204–205
Spirit Airlines, 43
sports

biking, 216–217
bowling, 217
golfing, 217
health clubs, 218
tennis, 218–219

sports betting, 191
Sports Book (bar), 267, 281
spring, 23–24
Springs Preserve, 215

STA Travel, 43
standard poker, 191
Stardust, 16
steak restaurants, 13, 162, 279
Stomp Out Loud, 254–255
the Strip

attractions, 199, 200, 203, 220–221
hotels, 99, 103, 124–125
itinerary, 233–234
overview, 73–74
pros and cons, 73
restaurants, 160
shows, 244, 247–255
traffic accidents, 56

strip clubs, 35–36, 264
strip joints, 268–269
Studio 54 (dance club), 21, 262
summer season, 24
Sunset Park, 214
Super Bowl, 27
swimming pool, best, 10–11

• T •
Table 10, 12
Tabu (bar), 21, 265
Tangerine (strip club), 21, 264
Tao (dance club), 261–262
taxis

from airport, 54–55, 68–69
fares, 54–55, 82
within Las Vegas, 81–82

tennis, 218–219
Thai cuisine, 162
theaters and simulation rides. See also

amusement parks/arcades/thrill
rides

Las Vegas Cyber Speedway, 204–205
SPEED - The Ride, 204–205

theme hotel
best, 10
overview, 88

theme restaurants, 128
Thomas and Mack Center, 219
three card poker, 191
Thunderbird Hotel, 17, 276
Ticket2Nite, 247
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Ticketmaster, 243
Titanic: The Exhibition, 205
Tix4Tonight, 247
T-Mobile Hotspot, 62
Top of the Word Lounge, 266
top ten Vegas values

bonus bargains, 282
The Comedy Stop, Tropicana,

280–281
Cravings Buffet, Mirage, 280
Fontana Bar, Bellagio, 281
Fremont Street Experience, 280
fun book, Stratosphere, 281
ham and eggs, Arizona Charlie’s

Decatur, 281
hot dog, South Point, 281
prime rib, California’s, 281
shrimp cocktail, Golden Gate, 280
steak dinner, Ellis Island, 279

Tournament of Kings, 255
tours

Char Cruze’s Creative 
Adventures, 220

Gray Line Tours, 220
package tour, 37, 47–48

Toys “R” Us, 228
trams, 83–84
transportation. See also airlines; car,

driving; taxis
airlines, 42–45
budget for, 34
bus service, 55, 70, 84–85
car, 45–47
car rental, 54–57
costs, 36
limousines, 69
monorail, 55, 83–84
moving sidewalks, 83–84
package tour, 47–48
shuttle bus, 69
taxis, 54–55, 81–82
trams, 83–84
walking, 82–83

Transportation Security
Administration (TSA), 64

Travel Guard Alerts, 58
Travel Guard International, 59
travel guides, for gay and lesbian

travelers, 53

travel insurance, 57–59
traveler’s checks, 40, 41
Travelex Insurance Services, 59
Travelocity, 44, 55
TravelWeb, 92
Treasure Island, 18
Treasure Island Sirens of TI, 206
trip-cancellation insurance, 58
Tryst (dance club), 262

• U •
Union Plaza, 17
University of Nevada Las Vegas, 212
US Airways, 43

• V •
Valley of Fire State Park, 232, 

235–238, 283
Vegas World, 278
Vegas4Visitors.com, 245
Via Vellagio shops, 227
video arcades, 210
video poker

airports, 68
how they work, 174
machines, choosing, 175
tips and tricks, 177
winning hand, 175–176

Virgin Atlantic Airways, 43
Viva Vision (light-and-laser show, 201
Voodoo Lounge, 266

• W •
Walgreens, 228
walking, 82–83
Wayport, 62
weather

average temperatures, 27
driving to Las Vegas, 45
fall season, 25–26
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weather (continued)
floods, 25
snow, 25
spring season, 23–24
summer season, 24
winter season, 26

Weather Channel, 45
wedding chapels, 75, 205, 210–213, 275
Wedding Dreams, 212
wedding industry, 16
West Las Vegas

hotels, 125
overview, 76

West of Strip, hotels in, 124–125
What’s On (magazine), 245
Whiskey Bar, 265
White Cross Drugs, 228
Wi-Fi hotspots, 62–63
wig shops, 229
Winning Streaks (bar), 267
winter season, 26
World Series of Poker, 28
Wynn, Steve, 18–19, 277

• X •
X-Scream (thrill ride), 205

• Y •
youth hostels, 61

Accommodations
Index

• B •
Bally’s Las Vegas, 97, 218
Bellagio

art gallery, 198
Bank (club), 35, 260–261

bar, 281
casino, 193
Fontana Bar, 281
history, 18, 277
poker room, 178
swimming pool, 12
Via Bellagio shops, 227
water fountains, 10, 198

Best Western Mardi Gras Inn, 101
Bill’s Gamblin’ Hall & Saloon, 97–99
Blue Moon Resort (gay hotel), 52

• C •
Caesars Palace

accommodations, 101–102
best totally Vegas hotel, 10
casino, 193
dance club, 261
food court, 157
The Forum Shops, 199–200, 225–226
poker room, 178
show tickets for headliners, 37
strip club, 264

Circus Circus
accommodations, 102
casino, 193–194
history, 17
Midway, 206

Clarion Emerald Springs, 102
Courtyard Marriott, 124

• E •
Excalibur, 103–104

• F •
Fairfield Inn by Marriott, 104
Fitzgerald Casino & Hotel, 104
Flamingo, 104–105, 219
Four Queens, 105
Four Seasons, 10, 105–106
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• G •
Golden Nugget, 12, 107
Green Valley Ranch Resort, 107

• H •
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

accommodations, 107–108
Body English (dance club), 261
casino, 193
dining, 282
headliner showroom, 256
history, 18
show tickets for headliners, 37

Harrah’s Las Vegas
accommodations, 108
Carnavale Court, 227
casino, 193
health clubs/spa, 218
The Improv, 259
Winning Streaks (bar), 267

• L •
La Quinta Inn, 109
Las Vegas Hilton

accommodations, 109
casino, 192
headliner showroom, 256

Luxor
accommodations, 109–111
beam of light, world’s brightest, 273
history, 18
indoor atrium, 273
LAX (dance club), 261

• M •
Main Street Station

accommodations, 111
bars, 264

best buffet, 13
best downtown hotel, 12
casino, 194

Mandalay Bay
accommodations, 111–112
attractions, 209
bars, 263–264
casino, 192
headliner showroom, 255–256
history, 19, 277
lounge, 260
rumjungle (dance club), 262
Shark Reef, 209
strip club, 264
swimming pool, 10–11

Marriott Suites, 124
MGM Grand

accommodations, 112
bar, 265
casino, 194
Grand Garden (showroom), 256
history, 18
Hollywood Theatre, 256
number of rooms, 274
poker room, 178
Studio 54 (dance club), 262
Tabu (bar), 265

The Mirage
accomodation, 112–113
buffet, 280
casino, 192
Dolphin Habitat, 10, 204
history, 18
Jet (dance club), 261
poker room, 178
swimming pool, 12
tram, 84
volcano, 204

Monte Carlo Resort & Casino
accommodations, 113
bars, 264
casino, 192–193
food court, 158
history, 18
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• N •
New York-New York

accommodations, 113–114
best theme hotel, 10
casino, 193
Coyote Ugly (bar), 267
ESPN Sports Zone (bar), 267
food court, 158
history, 18
roller coaster, 203–204
video-game arcades, 210

• O •
Orleans

accommodations, 114
headliner showroom, 256
lounge, 260

• P •
Palace Station, 114–115
Palms Resort & Casino

accommodations, 115
ghostbar, 264–265
Pearl (theater), 256
poker room, 178–179
Rain (club), 262

Paris Las Vegas Casino Resort
accommodations, 115
best buffet, 13
Eiffel Tower Bar, 216
history, 19

Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino
accommodations, 116
dance club, 262
history, 277

Plaza Hotel/Casino, 124

• R •
Red Rock Resort, 116, 179
Residence Inn by Marriott, 124

Rio Hotel & Casino
accommodations, 116–117
casino, 194
poker, 28, 179
Voodoo Lounge (bar), 266

Ritz-Carlton Lake Las Vegas
accommodations, 117
best resort hotel, 10

Riviera Hotel & Casino
accommodations, 118
comedy club, 259
history, 16

• S •
Sahara Hotel & Casino, 118
Sam’s Town Hotel & Gambling Hall, 124
Santa Fe Station, 118
South Point, 119
Stratosphere

bar, 266
best funbook in town, 281
history, 18
observation tower, 274
thrill rides, 205
Tower, 82
Tower Shops, 227

Stratosphere Las Vegas, 119

• T •
Terrible’s Casino and Hotel, 120
THEhotel at Mandalay Bay

accommodations, 120
bathrooms, 12
best drop-dead hotel, 10

TI at The Mirage
accommodations, 120–121
strip club, 264

Tropicana Resort & Casino
accommodations, 121
casino, 193
Comedy Stop, 259, 280–281

Tuscany, 124
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• V •
Venetian

accommodations, 121–122
casino, 193
Grand Canal Shoppes, 201, 226
history, 19, 277
poker room, 179
Tao (dance club), 261–262

• W •
Westin Casuarina Las Vegas Hotel &

Spa, 122–123
Wynn Las Vegas

accommodations, 123
best buffet, 13
casino, 193
poker room, 179
shops, 227
Tryst (dance club), 262

Restaurant Index

• A •
Alizé, 132–134
Andre’s, 134
Aureole, 134
Austins Steakhouse, 135

• B •
Bartolotta, 135
Bill’s Victorian Room, 130
Border Grill, 135–137
Bouchon, 137
Burger Bar, 137–138

• C •
Café Heidelberg German Deli and

Restaurant, 138
California Aloha Specialities, 130
Cannery Casino’s Victory Café, 130
Capriotti’s, 138
Charlie Palmer Steak, 138–139
Circo, 139
Cravings Buffet at The Mirage, 139

• D •
Delmonico Steakhouse, 139–140
Dick’s Last Resort, 141
Dragon Noodle Company, 141

• E •
Earl of Sandwich, 141
El Sombrero Café, 142
Ellis Island, 130
Emeril’s New Orleans Fish House, 142

• F •
Fellini’s, 142
Fleur de Lys, 143

• G •
Gold Coast Ports O’ Call, 143
Gold Coast Sports Book, 130
Golden Nuggest Buffet, 143
Grand Wok and Sushi Bar, 143–144

• H •
Hard Rock Cafe, 144
Harley-Davidson Cafe, 144
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• I •
Ice House Lounge, 144–145
Isla, 145–146

• J •
Jillian’s, 146

• L •
L’Atelier de Joel Robuchon, 146–147
Lawry’s The Prime Rib, 146
Le Cirque, 147
Lotus of Sam, 147

• M •
Main Street Station Garden Court

Buffet, 148
Mesa Grill, 148
Michael Mina, 148
Mon Ami Gabi, 150
Monte Carlo Pub & Brewery, 150
More: The Buffet at Luxor, 150

• O •
Olives, 151
Onda, 151

• P •
Paris, Le Village Buffet, 151
Paymon’s Mediterranean Café &

Market, 152

Picasso, 152
Pink Taco, 152–153
Pinot Brasserie, 153

• R •
Rainforest Cafe, 153
The Range, 153–154
Red Square, 154
Rio’s Carnival World Buffet, 154
Rosemarys’ Restaurant, 154–155
RUB, 155

• S •
Second Street Grill, 155
Sensi, 155–156
Spago, 155–156

• T •
Table 10, 156
Terrible’s Bougainvillea Café, 130, 137

• V •
Viva Mercados, 156–157

• W •
Wynn Las Vegas Buffet, 157
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