Contents

List of Maps viii
What's New in Australia 1
(1 The Best of Australia 3
by Marc Llewellyn & Lee Mylne
1 The Top Travel Experiences ......... 3 9 The Best of Small-Town
2 The Best Outdoor Adventures . . . . .. 5 Australia ........... ... ..., 12
3 The Best Places to View Wildlife ... .. 6 10 The BestMuseums .............. 13
4 The Best Places to Experience 11 The Best Moderately Priced
the Outback .. ... ... 7 Accommodations ............... 14
5 The Best Beaches ................ g 12 The Best Alternative
6 The Best Affordable Diving & ACOMMOIGONS .o 1
Snorkeling Sites ... ... ... g 13 The Best Places to Stay
7 The Best Places to Bushwalk On 3 SROBSIfing ..o g
(Hike) ... oo 10 14 The Best Worth-a-Splurge
8 The Best Places to Learn Restaurant§ S S b
About Aboriginal Culture ... ...... 1115 The Best Dining Bargains ... 16
/{ Planning an Affordabie Trip to Australia 18
by Lee Mylne
1 The $60-a-Day Premise .......... 18 11 Planning Your Trip Online ......... 47
2 50 Money-Saving Tips . .......... 19 Frommers.com: The Complete
3 The Regions in Brief ............. 25 Travel Resource ................ 49
4 Visitor Information - ... ... 28 12 The 21st-Century Traveler ......... 49
5 Entry Requirements & Customs . . . . . 29 Online Traveler's Toolbox ... ...... 53
6 MONEY e 37 13 GettingThere .................. 53
The Australian Dollar, the U.S. Flying with Film & Video . ... 28
Dollar & the British Pound ... ..... 33 14 Packages for the Independent
TWhent0Go ......ooiii 35 Taveler 59
Australia Calendar of Events . 37 15 Escorted General-Interest Tours . . . . .60
8 Travel Insurance 39 16 The Active Traveler .............. 61
9 Health & Safety ................ 40 17 Getting Around Australia ......... 66
18 Tips on Accommodations ......... 71

10 Specialized Travel Resources . ... ... 43



iv CONTENTS
19 Tipson Dining ................. 81 Fast Facts: Australia ............. 83
20 Recommended Books &Films . . . . .. 82
/3" Suggested Australia Itineraries 88
by Marc Llewellyn & Lee Mylne
1 Australia in 1 Week ............. 88 4 AfFew Days in Margaret
2 Australiain 2 Weeks ............. 92 River, WA ..o %
3 Australia for Families ............ 94
(a Sydney 98
by Marc Llewellyn
1 Orientation . .................. 100 5 What to See & Do in Sydney . ... .. 140
The Neighborhoods in Brief ... ... 103 Great Deals on Sightseeing . . . .. . . 141
2 GettingAround . .............. 107 6 Harbor Cruises & Organized
Fast Facts: Sydney ............. 114 Tours v 158
3 WheretoStay ................ 116 7 StayingActive ... 160
4 Whereto Dine oo\ 128 8 Spectator Sports ... 163
What to Know About BYO ..... .. 129 9 Shopping .................... 163
Something Fishy . .............. 136 10 Sydney After Dark .............. 170
(5 New South Wales 177
by Marc Llewellyn
1 The Blue Mountains ............ 178 4 North of Sydney Along the
2 The Hunter Valley: Wine Pacific Highway: Australia’s
Tasting & More ............... 188 Holiday Coast . ................ 197
Bunking Down in a 5 South of Sydney Along
Caravan, Man ............... 191 the Princes Highway ............ 208
3 Port Stephens: Dolphin- & 6 The Snowy Mountains:
Whale-Watching . .. ... ... 195 Australia’s Ski Country .......... 215
7 Outback New South Wales ... . ... 217
(6 Brisbane 224
by Lee Mylne
1 Orientation . .................. 224 3 Accommodations You
The Neighborhoods in Brief ... ... 228 Can Afford ... 234
2 Getting Around ............... 229 4 GreatDeals on Dining ... 237
Fast Facts: Brisbane . . . . ....... 732 Family-Friendlly Restaurants .. . ... 239



CONTENTS v
5 Exploring Brisbane ............. 240 Brisbane’s Bridge Climb .. ....... 246
Cheap Thrills: What to See & 8 The Shopping Scene ............ 247
POBfQ’bF’ee (or Almost) 9 Brisbane After Dark ............ 248
6 ;{n NSC ar.re ' & Oth """"""" Brisbane’s Historic Pubs ... ... ... 251
Olr\lgfarnizr5<|15$<s>urs o 25 10 Moreton Bay & Islands .. ........ 252
7 Outdoor Pursuits in Brishane ... .. 246
ﬁ Queensland & the Great Barrier Reef 257
by Lee Mylne
Cheap Thrills: What to See & 6 The Capricorn Coast &
Do for Free (or Almost) the Southern Reef Islands ... .. ... 329
in Queensland ................ 261 Up Close & Personal
Follow the Heritage Trails . ... .. .. 262 witha Turtle ................. 337
1 Exploring the Great Barrier Reef ...263 7 Fraser Island: Eco-Adventures
Budget Snorkeling & Diving . . . ... 270 GAWDFun 339
2Gaims .. 274 8 The Sunshine Coast ... 344
Where's the Beach? ............ 293 9 The Gold Coast ............... 351
3 Port Douglas, Daintree & 10 The Gold Coast Hinterland:
the Cape Tribulation Area .. ... ... 294 Back to Nature ................ 363
4 The North Coast: Mission Beach, 11 Outback Queensland ........... 368
Townsville & the Islands . ... .. ... 303 On the Dinosaur Trail ........... 37
5 The Whitsunday Coast &
Islands ... 316
(8 The Red Centre 375
by Marc Llewellyn
1 Exploring the Red Centre ........ 375 4 KingsCanyon ...l 393
2 Alice Springs «....ovviiiiin . 378 5 Uluru—Kata Tjuta National Park
3 Road Trips from Alice Springs ... .. 390 (Ayers Rock/The Olgas) ......... 39
Road Trips to the East & Dinner in the Desert ............ 400
WestMacs ................... 391
(9 The Top End 403
by Lee Mylne
Croc Alert! (& Other 2 Kakadu National Park ........... 416
Safety Tips) .................. 406 Never Smile at a
TDawin ..o 406 You-Know-What .............. 419
Cheap Eats & More! . ........... 411 3 Katherine ... 424



CONTENTS

A0 Perth & Western Australia 429
by Lee Mylne
Tip-Toeing through 4 The Goldfields ................ 469
the Wildflowers ............... 432 5 The Midwest & the
TPerth oo 433 Northwest: Where the
The Neighborhoods in Brief ... ... 436 Outback Meets the Sea ... 47
Fast Facts: Perth ... 439 6 The Kimberley: A Far-Flung
2 Side Trips from Perth . ........... 456 Wilderness ..o 478
3 Margaret River & the
Southwest: Wine Tasting &
Underground Wonders .......... 463
A1 Adelaide & South Australia 493
by Marc Llewellyn
1 Adelaide .................... 494 So Much Wine, So Little Time . . ... 512
The Adelaide & Womadelaide 3 Kangaroo Island . .............. 518
festivals ... 498 4 Outback South Australia . ... .. ... 526
Fast Facts: Adelaide ............ 500 5 The COOTONG v veveeernr 530
2 Side Trips from Adelaide ......... 511
A2 Melbourne 532
by Marc Llewellyn
1 Orientation ... 532 The XVII Commonwealth
The Neighborhoods in Brief ... ... 535 Games ... 557
2 Getting Around ............... 537 7Shopping ... 558
Fast Facts: Melbourne .......... 539 Death by Chocolate! ... 560
3 Where toStay «...ovvvvoenn.. 540 8 Melbourne After Dark ........... 561
4 Where to Dine ... 544 9 Side Trips from Melbourne ....... 565
5 Seeing the Sights .............. 550
6 Enjoying the Great Outdoors
or Catching an Aussie Rules
Football Match ................ 556
A3 Victoria 575
by Marc Llewellyn
1 Ballarat: Gold-Rush City ......... 576 2 The Great Ocean Road: One of

the World's Most Scenic Drives . . . . . 580



CONTENTS vii

3 The Murray River .............. 584 5 The High Country .............. 588
4 Ned Kelly Country.............. 587 6 The Northwest: Grampians
National Park ................. 5%
A4 Canberra 596
by Marc Llewellyn
1 Orientation ................... 596 4 WheretoDine ................ 603
2 Getting Around ..., 599 5 Seeing the Sights .............. 604
Fast Facts: Canberra ............ 600 Up, Up&Away ............... 605
3 Accommodations You 6 Outdoor Pursuits .............. 608
Can Afford ... 601 7 Canberra After Dark ............ 609
A5 Tasmania 610
by Marc Llewellyn
1 Exploring Tasmania .. ........... 610 6 Launceston .................. 628
2 Hobart ... 614 7 Cradle Mountain & Lake St. Clair
3 Port Arthur: Discovering National Park ................. 633
Tasmania's Convict Heritage .. ... 624 Hiking the Overland Track ....... 634
4 Freycinet National Park .......... 626 8 TheWest Coast ............... 636
5 Hobart to Launceston:
The Heritage Highway .......... 627
Appendix: Australia in Depth 638
by Marc Llewellyn
1 Australia’s Natural World ... .. .. 638 3 Australian History 101 .......... 642
2 The People Down Under ......... 640 4 Aussie Eats & Drinks ........... 644
Index 645




List of Maps

Australia 20

Suggested Australia Itineraries 90
Greater Sydney 99

Sydney at a Glance 104

Sydney Transportation Systems 108

Where to Stay in Central Sydney
Where to Dine in Sydney 130
Central Sydney Attractions 142
New South Wales 179

The Blue Mountains 181

The Hunter Valley 189
Greater Brisbane 225

Brisbane 230

Moreton Bay & Islands 253
Queensland 258

The Great Barrier Reef 265
Cairns 275

Port Douglas, Daintree &
Cape Tribulation 295

The North Coast 305
Magnetic Island 315
The Whitsunday Islands 317

The Central Queensland Coast 331

The Sunshine Coast 345
The Gold Coast 353

The Red Centre 377

Alice Springs 379

The Northern Territory 405
Darwin 407

Western Australia 431
Perth 435

The Kimberley Region 479
South Australia 495
Adelaide 497

Adelaide Hills 515
Kangaroo Island 520
Greater Melbourne 533

Where to Stay in Central
Melbourne 541

Where to Dine in Central
Melbourne 547

Where to Stay & Dine
in St. Kilda 549

Melbourne Attractions 551
Side Trips from Melbourne 567
Victoria 577

Canberra 597

Tasmania 611

Hobart 615



