
Index
• A •
abiotic disease, 242–243

Acanthocalycium glaucum 

(cactus), 271

accent plant, 142

accessible gardening, 9, 40, 

283–286

Acer palmatum (Japanese 

maple), 145

Achillea (yarrow), 137

acidic soil

blueberries, 165

camellias, 148

described, 43

gardenias, 152

rhododendrons and 

azaleas, 148

soil mixes, 44

Adiantum (Maidenhair 

fern), 139

African daisy (Arctotis and 

Osteospermum), 87

African violet (Saintpaulia), 

182

Agapanthus (lily of the 

Nile), 139–140

Agave victoria-reginae 

(Queen Victoria 

century plant), 272

ageratum, 87

aggregate, 43

Aglaonema (Chinese 

evergreen), 181

AHS (American 

Horticultural Society), 

22, 224

air

plants’ nutrient needs, 

201–202

quality, 173

soil mix selection, 45

soil structure, 43

Alice du Pont mandevilla 

(Mandevilla amabilis), 

156

alkaline soil, 43

allium, 96

aloe vera (Aloe 
barbadensis), 185

Alpine strawberry, 166

Alstroemeria (Peruvian lily), 

140

alternanthera, 90

aluminum sulfate, 145

amaranth, 99

amaryllis (Hippeastrum), 116

American Horticultural 

Society (AHS), 22, 224

American marigold (Tagetes 
erecta), 15

American Public Gardens 

Association, 297

American wisteria (Wisteria 
frutescens), 157

angel wing begonia, 89

angelonia, 87

animal, pesky, 243–244, 289

anise-scented sage, 16

annual. See also specifi c 
annuals

container types, 33, 35, 

38–39

defi ned, 10, 72, 77–78

design, 83–84, 252–253, 

261

fertilizers, 130

ideal growing season, 

79–80

light exposure, 24

versus permanent plant, 

10, 17, 120

plant selection, 83–85, 287

planting process, 56–68, 

80–83

popularity of, 78

repotting guidelines, 210

shopping tips, 53, 79

top choices, 85–90

anti-transpirant, 241

aphid, 225, 227, 229, 232

apple tree, 164, 168

apricot tree, 169

Araucaria heterophylla 

(Norfolk Island pine), 

152, 184

arbor, 154

Arbutus unedo (strawberry 

tree), 153–154

Arctotis (African daisy), 87
arid climate, 192

aromatic plant oil, 230–231

arsenic, in pressure-treated 

wood, 29

arugula, 95

Asparagus densifl orus 

(asparagus fern), 138

Aspidistra elatior (cast-iron 

plant), 181

Asplenium nidus (bird’s 

nest fern), 182

aster, 132–133

astilbe, 137

Astrophytum myriostigma 

(bishop’s miter), 271

Australian tree fern 

(Cyathea cooperi), 139

autumn

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 9

bulbs, 106, 115

frost date considerations, 

19–20

herbs, 102–103

perennials, 133

protection against cold, 

20, 23

single-season plants, 74

top annual plants, 85

vegetables, 95–97

autumn sage, 16

CO
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azadirachtin, 230

azalea, 11, 34, 147–148

• B •
bababerry, 168

baby blue eyes (Nemophila 
menziesii), 15

Bacillus subtilis/pumilus 

(bacteria), 239

Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt.) 

pesticide, 228–229

bacopa, 86

bacteria, 41, 239

baking soda, as disease 

treatment, 240, 241

balance, 249

balled plant, 52, 54, 59, 60

bamboo, 157

bare-root plant, 52, 54, 

58, 61

barrel, 217

barrier, insect, 226

basil, 103

beans, 75, 97, 98

beard tongue, 135

bearded iris, 233

bee, 160

beehive cactus 

(Coryphantha 
missouriensis), 271

beetle, 227, 229, 232–234

beets, 96, 97

begonia, 89, 115, 182

benefi cial insect, 224, 

225–226, 229

berry plant, 159–168. 

See also specifi c plants
Betty Prior rose, 146

biden, 86

biennial, 72

biodegradable container, 33

bird, 142, 166, 243

bird’s nest fern (Asplenium 
nidus), 182

bishop’s miter (Astrophytum 
myriostigma), 271

black bamboo, 157

black spot, 240

blackberry plant, 167

black-eyed Susan plant/

vine, 89, 136

blanketfl ower (Gaillardia), 

133

bleach, 215

blight, 240

blood meal, 50

bloom date, 107, 122–123

blue marguerite (Felicia), 

139

blue sage (Salvia 
farinacea), 136

blueberry bush, 165

bolting, 92

bone meal, 50, 204

Bonica rose, 146

bonsai, 274–275

books, gardening, 298

borer, 232–233

Borzicactus celsianus 

(old-man-of-the-

mountains), 271

Boston fern (Nephrolepis 
exaltata Bostoniensis), 

139, 183

Boston lettuce, 95

botanical name, 15

botrytis blight, 240

bougainvillea, 155

boxwood, 148

braconid wasp, 226

brambles, 167–168

Brass Band rose, 146

brassicas, 95

broad-spectrum pesticide, 

227, 231

broccofl ower, 95

broccoli, 95

broccoli raab, 101

bromeliad, 183

browallia, 89

Brussels sprouts, 95

Bt. (Bacillus thuringiensis) 

pesticide, 228–229

bubbler attachment, 193

bud union, 161

budding trees, 161

budworm, 233

bulb

container selection, 

34, 107

described, 105

design examples, 252–253

fertilizer, 108

garden design, 106

growing cycle, 105–106, 

107, 110

mixed plantings, 106

pan, 107

planting process, 109–110

seasonal selections, 

110–116

shopping for, 52, 54, 

107–108

soil preparation, 108

burlapped plant, 52, 54, 60

burned plant, 205, 208, 242

bush beans, 97

butterfl y larvae, 233

butterhead lettuce, 95

• C •
cabbage, 95

cabbage worm, 226

cachepot, 30

cactus

benefi ts of, 267

care of, 11

described, 268

growing guidelines, 

268–270

selection, 270–272

soil mix, 177

watering needs, 192

caddy, plant, 40

caladium, 114

calcium, 203

calendar, planting, 74

calendula, 85

calibrachoa, 86
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calico plant, 90

California bluebell (Nemo-
phila menziesii), 15

calla (Zantedeschia), 114

camellia, 148

Canadian Sphagnum Peat 

Moss Association, 47

canna, 114

cantaloupe, 99

Cape pittosporum 

(Pittosporum 
viridifl orum), 153

carbon, 202

carbon dioxide, 201

cardinal climber vine, 89

care, plant. See plant care

Carefree Delight rose, 146

Carefree Wonder rose, 146

carnation (Dianthus), 135

carrot, 96, 97

cast concrete container, 32

cast-iron plant (Aspidistra 
elatior), 181

cat (pest), 243

caterpillar

damage-prevention tips, 

225, 226, 228, 229

types of, 232, 233

catmint (Nepeta), 133

caulifl ower, 95

CCA (chromated copper 

arsenate), 29

cedar wood, 29

cell pack, 58, 60

celosia, 87

Chamaedorea elegans 

(parlor palm), 158

Chamaerops humilis 

(Mediterranean fan 

palm), 158

charcoal, 47

chelated micronutrient, 207

chemical

pesticides, 227–228

storage, 220, 228

wash, 217

cherry sage (Salvia greggii), 

136

cherry tree, 144–145, 

169–170

chill period, 110–111, 113

China Doll rose, 146

Chinese cabbage, 95

Chinese evergreen 

(Aglaonema), 181

Chinese holly (Ilex cornuta), 

150

Chinese paperbush 

(Edgeworthia 
chrysantha), 150–151

Chinese wisteria (Wisteria 
sinensis), 157

chipmunk, (pest) 244

chive, 96

Chlorophytum comosum 

(spider plant), 185

Christmas cactus 

(Schlumbergera), 183

Christmas tree, 149, 152, 

275–276

chromated copper arsenate 

(CCA), 29

chrysanthemum, 133

Chrysanthemum frutescens 

(marguerite), 140

cilantro, 102

cinnamon, 231

citrus oil, 230

citrus plant, 169

clary sage, 16

clay container, 24, 28, 219

clay soil, 42

clematis, 155

Clematis ternifl ora 

(sweet autumn 

clematis), 155

cleome, 86

climate. See also 

microclimate; 

temperature

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 11, 12, 13

clay pots, 28

cool- versus warm-season 

plant, 74–75

frost date considerations, 

19–20

fruit and berry trees, 

162–163, 165–171

hardiness zones, 20–23

herbs, 101–103

houseplants, 179

maps, 19

permanent plants, 18

plant location, 13

single-season containers, 

17–18

single-season planting 

calendar, 74

watering needs, 190–191

clove, 231

Codiaeum variegatum 
(croton), 183

coir fi ber, 47

colchicum, 115

cole crop, 95

coleus, 90, 183

collards, 95

colonnade apple tree, 168

color, container, 191

color, plant

gardening design, 250, 265

pink to blue fl owers, 145

shopping tips, 53

Colorado potato beetle, 229

common lantana, 151

common name, 15

common sage, 16

complementary color, 250

complete fertilizer, 207

compost tea, 239

compressed bale, 49

concrete container, 32, 213

conifer, 149

conservation, 198–199
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container

care/repair, 211, 215–219

storage, 219–220

types of, 28–33, 195–196

container gardening

benefi ts of, 1, 7–9, 222

challenges of, 12

popularity of, 7

rationale, 8–9

versus traditional 

gardening, 11

container selection

accessories, 39–40

bulbs, 107

cactus and succulents, 

269

cold climates, 125

correct size and shape, 

33–36, 93, 129

creativity, 27

design guidelines, 251–252

fruit and berry trees, 

163–164

homemade containers, 32

houseplants, 176–177

key factors, 27–28

perennials, 128–129

plant location, 36–39

repotting tips, 210–211

seed plantings, 67

trees and shrubs, 143

vegetables and herbs, 

92–93

vines, 143

water gardens, 279

watering needs, 191

conventions of book, 1

cool-season plant, 74–75

Cooperative Extension 

service, 19, 44

copper, 235, 239

coral bells (Heuchera), 137

coreopsis, 133–134

coriander, 102

corn (vegetable), 98

corn earworm, 226

corn plant (Dracaena 
massangeana), 181

Corylus avellana Contorta 

(Harry Lauder’s 

walking stick), 145

Coryphantha missouriensis 

(beehive cactus), 271

cosmos, 87

cotoneaster, 144

covering plants, 20

crabapple tree, 144–145

crape myrtle (Lagerstroemia 
indica), 144

Crassula pubescens 

(succulent), 272

crocus, 112, 115

cross-pollination, 160

croton (Codiaeum 
variegatum), 183

cub’s paws (Cotyledon 
ladisminthensis), 272

cucumber, 98, 99

cucurbit, 98

cultivar, 15

curly-leafed parsley, 103

cutting back plants, 130

Cyathea cooperi (Australian 

tree fern), 139

Cycas revoluta (sago palm), 

158

cypress vine, 89

• D •
daffodil, 112, 116

dahlia, 87, 115

daisy, 88, 139

Dallas fern (Nephrolepis 
exaltata Dallas), 183

damping off, 241

Daphne burkwoodii 
(Daphne), 149

Davallia (Squirrel’s foot 

fern), 139

Dave’s Garden (Web site), 

298

daylily (Hemerocallis), 134

deadheading, 130

deciduous perennial, 124, 

128. See also specifi c 
perennials

deck rail, 38

decomposition, 43, 54, 236

deer (pest), 227, 244, 289

delphinium, 134

design, gardening

annual groupings, 83–84

basic concepts, 14

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 8

bulbs, 106

cactus and succulents, 

273–274

color, 250, 265

compatible plants, 

250–252

container selection, 37, 38, 

251–252

form, texture, and 

proportion, 248–249

hanging baskets, 262–266

houseplants, 174–177, 

257–258

light conditions, 252–260

personal style, 248

seed plantings, 260–262

succulents, 273–274

trees and shrubs, 142

vines, 142

water gardens, 279–280

determinate tomato plant, 

100

Dianthus (pink), 135

diascia, 86

diatomaceous earth, 226

Dicksonia antarctica 

(Tasmanian tree 

fern), 139

dieback, 210

Dieffenbachia (dumb 

cane), 183

Digitalis (foxglove), 138

dill, 102

disability, gardening with, 

9, 40, 283–286

disease. See also specifi c 
diseases

abiotic types, 242–243

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 222
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botanical pesticides, 230

common causes, 236, 

239–243

container care, 211, 215

described, 236

doctored-up soil mix, 49

fungicides, 238–239

houseplants, 180

old soil mix, 44, 238

prevention tips, 237–238

shopping for plants, 55

soil mix selection, 46

soil structure, 43

trees and shrubs, 143

vines, 143

watering methods, 194

dividing plants, 131–132

dog (pest), 243

dolly, plant, 40, 213

dolomitic limestone, 47, 50

doorway, 38

dormancy, 122–123, 131

dormant oil, 230

double-pot method, 198

dracaena, 90, 174, 181

Dracaena marginata 

(Madagascar dragon 

tree), 181

Dracaena massangeana 

(corn plant), 181

drainage. See also watering 

plants

cachepots, 30

cactus and succulents, 

269

container selection, 27, 93

disease resistance, 237

hanging baskets, 37

houseplants, 176, 177

improvised container, 35

metal containers, 32

planting process, 57, 58

saucers, 39, 40

screening for holes, 56, 57

soil characteristics, 42–43

soil mix ingredients, 47–48

soil mix selection, 44–45

tall versus short 

containers, 34

vegetables and herbs, 93

watering method, 197

window boxes, 37

wood containers, 29, 58

drip irrigation

water conservation, 198

watering methods, 

194–195, 197

drought-tolerant plant, 199

dumb cane (Dieffenbachia), 

183

dusting plants, 180

dusty miller, 90

Dutch iris, 113

Dwarf Sungold (sunfl ower), 

88

dwarfi ng rootstock, 161

• E •
Earliglow strawberry, 166

eastern exposure, 24, 174

Echeveria (succulent), 272

echinacea, 134

Echinocactus grusonii 
(golden barrel 

cactus), 271

Echinocereus viridifl orus 

(hedgehog cactus), 271

Echinopsis (sea urchin), 272

edamame, 101

Edgeworthia chrysantha 

(Chinese paperbush), 

150–151

edible plant. See also 

specifi c types
benefi ts of container 

gardening, 8, 9

houseplants, 186

mixed plantings, 76

plant selection, 288

wood containers, 29

eggplant, 11, 99

emitter, 194, 195

English holly (Ilex 
aquifolium), 150

English ivy (Hedera helix), 

156, 184

English laurel (Prunus 
laurocerasus), 149

English primrose (Primula 
polyantha), 136

environmental toxin, 174, 

223, 227

Epiphyllum (orchid cactus), 

271

epiphyte, 177

Epipremnum (pothos), 187

epoxy glue, 218

euphorbia, 88

Eureka lemon tree, 162

Europeana rose, 146

euryops, 139

everbearing plant, 166, 167

evergreen

defi ned, 128

described, 147

hardy trees and shrubs, 

147–150

holiday plants, 275–276

• F •
fabric container, 31

The Fairy rose, 146

fall. See autumn

fall crocus, 115

fast-release fertilizer, 205

Fatsia japonica (Japanese 

aralia), 151

faux stone, 32

feet, pot, 40

Feijoa (pineapple guava), 

153, 171

Felicia (blue marguerite), 

139

fence, 38

fennel, 101, 102

fern

houseplants, 182–183

perennials, 138, 139

pots, 34
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fern pine (Podocarpus 
gracilior), 153

fertilizer

annuals, 130

bulbs, 108

cactus and succulents, 

270

disease prevention, 238

doctored-up soil mix, 49

dormancy, 131

elements of, 202–203

fertilizing plan, 208

fruit and berry trees, 164

gardenias, 152

houseplants, 179–180

overfertilization, 208

perennials, 130–131

planting process, 62, 68

plants’ needs, 201–203

rhododendrons and 

azaleas, 148

selection, 203–207

terminology, 207

vegetables and herbs, 94

fi berglass container, 31

fi cus, 185

fi eld grade bulb, 108

fi g tree, 170

fi ller

defi ned, 83

design elements, 249

fl owering annuals, 83, 

85–89

plant listing, 292

fi r tree, 149

fi sh emulsion, 204, 205, 207

fl at-leafed parsley, 103

fl eas, 229

Florence fennel, 101

fl oribunda, 146

Flower Carpet rose, 146

fl owering plant. See also 

specifi c types
defi ned, 77–78

design, 83–85, 264

fertilizers, 207

ideal growing season, 

79–80

mixed plantings, 76

plant selection, 287, 288

planting process, 80–83

popularity of, 78

shopping tips, 53, 79

succession planting, 75

top choices, 85–90

fl uorescent light, 186

focal point, 249

foliage plant, 90, 258–259

foliar fertilizer, 207

form, 248, 249

fountain grass, 90, 140

foxglove (Digitalis), 138

fragrant plant, 255–256, 289

French marigold, 88

French tarragon, 102

frost

damage, 242–243

date, 19–20, 74, 85–88

fruit plant

benefi ts of, 159

described, 120

design examples, 

255–257

gardening design, 14

growing process, 160–161

mail-order resources, 

295–296

plant care, 165–171

planting process, 163–164

popular varieties, 

168–171

shopping tips, 53–54, 55, 

162–163, 168

winter, 159

fuchsia, 89, 151

full shade. See shade

full sun. See sun

full-spectrum light, 186

fungicide, 238–239

fungus

common types, 240–242

effects of, 229, 236

fungicides, 238–239

soil quality, 41

• G •
Gaillardia (blanketfl ower), 

133

gardenia, 151–152

GardenWeb (Web site), 298

garlic oil, 230

gaura, 86

general-purpose mix, 48

genetic dwarf, 161

genus name, 15

geranium, 128, 134–135, 

233

gerbera, 88

germinating mix, 48

germination, 68

gift plant, 276, 290

gladiolus, 115

glazed clay container, 29

gloriosa daisy (Rudbeckia 
hirta), 136

glory lily (Gloriosa 
rothschildsiana), 115

gloves, 56

glue, 218

gnat, 229, 236

golden bamboo, 157

golden barrel cactus 

(Echinocactus 
grusonii), 271

goldsturm, 136

graft union, 161

grafting trees, 161

granular fertilizer, 206

grape hyacinth (Muscari), 

113

grass, ornamental, 90, 140, 

157

gravel, 178

gray mold, 240

green lacewing, 225

green roof, 39

green room, 13

GreenCure (fungicide), 241

greenhouse plant, 55, 179

grub, 229

guaranteed analysis, 203
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• H •
habanero pepper, 99

hail, 243

hand truck, 213

hand watering, 193

hanging basket

described, 36–37

design, 262–265

ferns, 139

gardening design, 14, 

262–266, 273

planting process, 62–65

soil mix selection, 48

strawberries, 166

succulents, 273

tomatoes, 100

watering needs, 191

hardening off period, 55

hardiness

bulbs, 106, 110

defi ned, 1, 20

described, 20

extreme temperatures, 

18, 19

herbs, 101–103

map, 1, 20–23

perennials, 123, 132–140

plant location, 13

plant selection, 10

top annual plants, 85–89

trees and shrubs, 144–154

winter thawing, 18–19

harmonious color, 250

Harry Lauder’s walking 

stick (Corylus avellana 
Contorta), 145

Hawaiian hibiscus, 152

heat tolerance, 19, 22, 25

heavenly bamboo (Nandina 
domestica), 149

heaving, 18–19

Hedera helix (English ivy), 

156, 184

hedgehog cactus 

(Echinocereus 
viridifl orus), 271

height, container, 34

helichrysum, 90

hellebore, 137–138

Hemerocallis (daylily), 134

hens and chicks 

(Sempervivum), 272

herb. See also specifi c herbs
benefi ts of, 91

described, 101

design examples, 253–254, 

262

needs of plants, 92–94

plant selection, 101–103, 

288

pocket planters, 35

shopping tips, 53–54

herbaceous perennial, 120, 

124, 127–129

Heuchera (coral bells), 137

hibiscus, 152, 185

High Intensity Discharge 

(HID) light, 186

Hippeastrum (amaryllis), 

116

holly, 149–150

hose, 193, 195

hosta, 138

hot pepper, 99, 231, 244

houseleeks (Sempervivum), 

272

houseplant

benefi ts of, 13–14, 173

bulbs, 114

container selection, 

176–177

described, 120

design, 174–177, 257–258

diseases, 180

edible varieties, 186

ferns, 139

light conditions, 174, 176, 

179, 181–186

palms, 158

pest problems, 180

plant care, 176–180

selection, 173–176

shopping tips, 55

soil mix, 177

varieties, 181–186

Howea belmoreana (Kentia 

palm), 158

humidity, 178, 191

humus, 42, 43

Husker Red penstemon, 135

hyacinth, 113

hybrid rose, 146

Hydrangea macrophylla 

(hydrangea), 145

hydrogen, 202

hydroponic unit, 186

hypertufa, 32

Hypoestes phyllostachya 

(polka-dot plant), 186

• I •
Iceburg rose, 146

Iceland poppy, 85

icons, explained, 4

Ilex aquifolium (English 

holly), 150

Ilex cornuta (Chinese 

holly), 150

impatiens, 89

incomplete fertilizer, 207

indandescent light, 186

indeterminate tomato 

plant, 100

India hawthorn 

(Rhaphiolepis), 150

indoor plant. See 

houseplant

insect. See pest problem

integrated pest 

management (IPM), 

223–227

iris, 113, 233

iron, 207

Italian parsley, 103

ivy. See specifi c types

• J •
jade plant (Crassula), 272

jalapeño pepper, 99

Japanese aralia (Fatsia 
japonica), 151

Japanese beetle, 227, 229, 

233–234
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Japanese maple (Acer 
palmatum), 145

Japanese plum tree, 171

Japanese wisteria (Wisteria 
fl oribunda), 157

jasmine, 156

Jewel strawberry, 166

jicama, 100

Joseph’s coat plant, 90

journal, garden, 224

Jovibarba heuffelii 
(succulent), 272

June-bearing strawberry, 

166

• K •
kale, 85, 95

kelp, 204, 205

Kentia palm (Howea 
belmoreana), 158

Kit Kat catmint, 133

knife, 56

Knockout rose, 146

kumquat, 169

• L •
Lady palm (Rhapis excelsa), 

158

ladybug, 225

Lagerstroemia indica (crape 

myrtle), 144

landscape design. See 

design, gardening

landscape grade bulb, 108

lantana, 86, 151

larvae, 229, 233

Laurus nobilis (sweet 

bay), 154

lavender, 46, 135

leaf fertilizer, 207

leaf shape/size, 179

leafy greens, 95–96, 99

leeks, 96

lemon tree, 162

lettuce, 94, 95–96

Lewisia rediviva 

(succulent), 272

licorice plant, 90

light condition

cactus and succulents, 

268

described, 23–24

houseplants, 174, 176, 179, 

181–186

metal containers, 32

microclimate, 23–24

mixed plantings, 76

water gardens, 279

lily of the Nile 

(Agapanthus), 139–140

lily of the valley (Pieris 
japonica), 150

lime tree, 169

liner, container, 67, 217

liquid fertilizer, 206

Little Trudy catmint, 133

living roof, 39

living wall, 39

lobelia, 85

location, plant. See plant 

location

logarithmic scale, 43

loose-leaf lettuce, 95

• M •
mache, 95

macropore, 45

Madagascar dragon tree 

(Dracaena marginata), 

181

magnesium, 203

Maidenhair fern 

(Adiantum), 139

mail-order catalog

bulbs, 107, 108

fruit trees, 168

photos, 141

resources, 293–297

seed purchase, 52

vegetables, 101

Malabar spinach, 99

Mammillaria bombycina 

(pincushion cactus), 

272

mandevilla, 89, 156

Mandevilla amabilis 

(Alice du Pont 

mandevilla), 156

manganese, 207

map, climate/hardiness, 1, 

19–23

maple, 145

Margaret Merrill rose, 146

Margo Koster rose, 146

marguerite (Chrysanthemum 
frutescens), 140

marigold, 15, 88

marjoram, 102

master gardener, 297

May Night (Salvia 
nemorosa), 136

meadow sage, 16

mealybug, 234

mealycup sage, 16

Mediterranean fan palm 

(Chamaerops humilis), 

158

melon, 98, 99

mesclun mix, 95

metal container, 19, 32, 

37, 191

metal plant stand, 215–216

Mexican sage, 16

Meyer lemon tree, 162, 

169, 185

mice (pest), 244

microclimate. See also 
climate

described, 17, 23, 121–122

greenhouse plants, 55

perennials, 121–125

refl ected heat, 25

slope of terrain, 25

sun/wind exposure, 23–24

micronutrient, 203

micropore, 45

milky spore, 229

miniature rose, 146

Miracle-Gro (fertilizer), 205

misting plants, 178

mites, 225

mixed planting

benefi ts of, 76

bulbs, 106
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described, 247

design elements, 248–250

fruit and berry plants, 

160, 165

hanging plants, 262

pest prevention, 223

plant compatability, 

250–251

moisture sensor, 196

moldy container, 217

moldy root, 54

Moon Valley pilea (Pilea), 

184

morning glory vine, 89

moss, 29

moss rose, 88

moth larvae, 233

moth orchid 

(Phaleanopsis), 184

mother-in-law’s tongue 

(Sansevieria 
trifasciata), 181

moving plants

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 9

bulbs, 114

container selection, 28

fruit and berry trees, 164

large containers, 40, 

213–214

railing containers, 38

tools for, 40, 231–214

mulch, 61, 199

Muscari (grape hyacinth), 

113

mustard greens, 95

myrtle, 152

mystery gardenia, 151

• N •
name, plant, 15

Nandina domestica 

(heavenly bamboo), 

149

narcissus, 112, 116

National Climatic Data 

(Web site), 19

National Gardening 

Association, 147, 298

National Sustainable 

Agriculture Information 

Service, 50

Native Americans, 98

nectarine, 164, 170

needle-bearing conifer, 149

neem oil, 230, 239, 240, 241

nematode, 229

nemesia, 86

Nemophila menziesii 
(California bluebell; 

baby blue eyes), 15

Nepeta (catmint), 133

Nephrolepis exaltata 

Bostoniensis 

(Boston fern), 139, 183

Nephrolepis exaltata Dallas 

(Dallas fern), 183

New Guinea impatiens, 89

New Zealand fl ax 

(Phormium tenax), 140

New Zealand spinach, 99

Nichols Garden Nursery, 

101

nicotine, 231

nitrogen, 94, 98, 203, 

207, 238

Norfolk Island pine 

(Araucaria 
heterophylla), 152

northern exposure, 24, 174

nose, 108

nursery

bulb purchase, 107, 108

plant selection guidelines, 

52, 53

plant viewing, 141

seasonal sales, 73–74

nursery mix, 48–49

nutrient. See fertilizer

• O •
oil

container care, 217

fungicides, 239, 240

pesticides, 229–231

okra, 99

old-man-of-the-mountains 

(Borzicactus celsianus), 

271

oleander, 152–153

onion, 96

Opuntia (prickly pear), 272

orchid, 177, 178, 184

orchid cactus (Epiphyllum), 

271

oregano, 102

organic gardening, 204–206, 

228

Organic Materials Review 

Institute (OMRI), 

204, 228

organic matter, 43, 47, 

93, 206

ornamental plant, 76, 85, 90

Osmanthus fragrans (sweet 

olive), 154

Osmocote (fertilizer), 

49, 205

Osteospermum (African 

daisy), 87

overwintering. See also 

winter

defi ned, 123

early sprouting, 19

fruit and berry trees, 

162–163

hardiness zones, 23

perennial challenges, 

123–125

perennial selection, 

138–140

oxygen. See air

• P •
painted daisy, 230

painting, 216, 217

palm, 158, 174, 184

pansy, 75, 85

paper pulp pot, 59, 262

paper white narcissus, 116

paraffi n wax, 231

parlor palm (Chamaedorea 
elegans), 158
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Parodia (cactus), 271

parsley, 103

parsnips, 96, 97

part shade. See also shade

defi ned, 24

perennials, 132, 137–138

plant listing, 291

part sun. See sun

pea gravel, 45

peace lily (Spathiphyllum), 

182

peach tree, 162, 164, 170

pear tree, 170–171

peas, 96

peat moss

described, 47–49

homemade soil mix, 50

planting process, 63–65

pelargonium, 134

Pennisetum setaceum 
Rubrum (purple 

fountain grass), 140

penstemon, 135

pentas, 88

peperomia, 184

pepper, 11, 99

perennial. See also specifi c 
perennials

benefi ts of, 119, 120, 127

challenges of, 121

container selection, 

128–129

defi ned, 119, 127–128

described, 72–73

dormancy, 122

microclimate, 121–125

plant care, 129–132

planting process, 129

selection, 54, 132–140

types of, 127–128, 120

perlite, 47, 62

permanent plant. See also 

specifi c plants
climate considerations, 

18, 20

container sizes, 33, 34

defi ned, 10, 17

plant care, 142–143

planting process, 56–61

repotting guidelines, 210

shopping tips, 52

versus single-season 

plant, 10, 17, 120

types of, 17

Peruvian lily (Alstroemeria), 

140

pest problem

animals, 243–244, 289

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 11–12, 222

common pests, 231–236

houseplants, 179, 180

integrated pest 

management, 223–227

mixed plantings, 76

pesticides, 93, 227–231

shopping for plants, 55

soil mix selection, 46

trees and shrubs, 43

vegetables and herbs, 93

vines, 43

petunia, 86–87

pH, soil, 43–44, 207

Phaleanopsis (moth 

orchid), 184

philodendron, 184

Phoenix roebelenii (pygmy 

date palm), 158

Phormium tenax (New 

Zealand fl ax), 140

phosphorus, 202, 203, 207

photosynthesis, 180, 201, 

202

Pieris japonica (lily of the 

valley), 150

Pilea (Moon Valley pilea), 

184

pincushion cactus 

(Mammillaria 
bombycina), 272

pine tree, 152, 153

pineapple guava (Feijoa), 

153, 171

pineapple sage, 16

pink (Dianthus), 135

pittosporum, 153

Pittosporum tobira 

(Wheeler’s Dwarf), 153

Pittosporum viridifl orum 

(Cape pittosporum), 

153

plank, 213

plant care

benefi ts and drawbacks 

of container gardening, 

11–12

bulbs, 111–112
cactus and succulents, 

269–270

fruit and berry plants, 

165–171

houseplants, 176–180

nutrient defi ciency, 

202–203

perennial challenges, 

121–125

perennial trees and 

shrubs, 142–143, 

147, 148

protection against cold, 

20, 23

vacations, 199–200

vines, 142–143, 155–157

plant extract, 238

Plant Hardiness Zone map 

(U.S. Department of 

Agriculture), 1, 20–23

plant location

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 9, 11, 12

container selection, 36–39

general guidelines, 12–14

importance of, 12

large containers, 40, 

213–214

light exposure 

classifi cations, 24

microclimate, 23–25

overwintering methods, 

123–125
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planting process, 62, 67

watering needs, 190

plant roots

bulbs, 105, 109

cactus and succulents, 

269

challenges of container 

gardening, 12

container types/sizes, 

28–29, 33

diseases, 241

drainage, 27, 39–40

extreme temperatures, 

18, 19

fruit trees, 161

houseplants, 176, 178

perennials, 131, 132

planting process, 58, 

59, 60

pruning tips, 211, 212

repotting guidelines, 210, 

211, 212

shopping for plants, 53, 54

soil mix selection, 42, 

44–45

soil pH, 43–44

watering guidelines, 

197–198

watering needs, 191–192

plant selection

annuals, 83–90, 287

cactus and succulents, 

270–272

edible plants, 288

forms of plants, 52

fruit and berry plants, 

162–163, 168

hardiness, 20–22

light conditions, 23–24

mail-order resources, 

293–296

microclimate, 17, 23–25

perennials, 54, 132–140

seed planting, 288

short-term versus long-

term plants, 10

signs of healthful plants, 

53–55

trees and shrubs, 144–150

vines, 154–157

water conservation, 199

water gardens, 277–280

wind exposure, 24

plant stand, 215–216

plantain lily, 138

planter box, 213, 217

planting process

annuals, 75, 80–83

bulbs, 109–110

cactus and succulents, 

269

fruit and berry plants, 

163–164

perennials, 129

required tools, 55–56

specialized containers, 

62–67

standard containers, 

56–61

water gardens, 277–280

plastic container

described, 30

extreme heat, 19

hanging baskets, 36–37

houseplants, 178

planting process, 58–59

railing planters, 38

self-watering variety, 

30–31

wall-mounted containers, 

38–39

watering needs, 191

plastic lining, 217

plectranthus, 90

plum tree, 144–145, 171

pluot, 169

pocket planter, 35, 39, 

65–66

podocarpus, 153

Podocarpus gracilior (fern 

pine), 153

Podocarpus macrophyllus 

(yew pine), 153

poison, 29, 153, 183

pole beans, 97

polka-dot plant (Hypoestes 
phyllostachya), 186

pollination, 160

pollinator, 160

polyantha, 146

polypropylene container, 

31

pomegranate, 153

popping corn, 98

poppy, 85

pore space, 45–46

porosity, of container, 28, 

30, 178

portulaca, 88

pot feet, 40

potash (potassium), 202, 

203, 207

potassium bicarbonate, 239

potato, 97

pothos (Epipremnum), 187

potting soil. See soil mix

powdery mildew, 230, 

239, 241

Prairie Sun fl ower 

(Rudbeckia fulgida), 136

preservative, 216–217

pressure-treated wood, 29

prickly pear (Opuntia), 272

primary color, 250

primrose, 135–136

Primula polyantha (English 

primrose), 136

Profusion zinnia, 88

proportion, 248, 249

Protasparagus densifl orus 

(asparagus fern), 138

prune tree, 171

pruning plants

bonsai trees, 274

fruit and berry plants, 164

houseplants, 180

repotting guidelines, 

211, 212

trees and shrubs, 43, 147

vines, 43

Prunus laurocerasus 
(English laurel), 149

pumpkin, 98, 99
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purple fountain grass 

(Pennisetum setaceum 
Rubrum), 140

pygmy date palm (Phoenix 
roebelenii), 158

pyrethrin, 230

pyrethroid, 230

pyrethrum, 230

• Q •
Queen Victoria century 

plant (Agave victoria-
reginae), 272

• R •
rabbit (pest), 244

raccoon (pest), 244

radicchio, 95

radish, 96, 97

railing planter, 38, 67

rainwater, 199

raised bed, 33

raised container, 40

raspberry bush, 162, 

167–168

recipe, soil mix, 50

redwood, 29

refl ected heat, 25, 122

Regensberg rose, 146

Remedy (fungicide), 241

Remember icon, 

explained, 4

repairing containers, 

218–219

repellent, pest, 227, 244

repotting plants. See also 

transplanting

guidelines, 210–212

Japanese maple, 145

perennials, 131–132

rationale for, 209–210

trees and shrubs, 143

resin container, 19, 31

rex begonia, 89, 182

Rhaphiolepis (India 

hawthorn), 150

Rhapis excelsa (Lady palm), 

158

rhododendron, 147–148

Rieger begonia, 89, 182

rock powder, 47

root, plant

bulbs, 105, 109

cactus and succulents, 

269

challenges of container 

gardening, 12

container types/sizes, 

28–29, 33

diseases, 241

drainage, 27, 39–40

extreme temperatures, 

18, 19

fruit trees, 161

houseplants, 176, 178

perennials, 131, 132

planting process, 58, 

59, 60

pruning tips, 211, 212

repotting guidelines, 210, 

211, 212

shopping for plants, 53, 54

soil mix selection, 42, 

44–45

soil pH, 43–44

watering guidelines, 

197–198

watering needs, 191–192

root vegetable, 92, 96–97

root-bound plant, 54, 

191–192

rootstock, 161, 168

rose, 146–147

rosemary, 46, 102

rotenone, 231

row cover, 226

Rozanne geranium, 134

rudbeckia, 136

Rudbeckia fulgida (Prairie 

Sun fl ower), 136

Rudbeckia hirta (gloriosa 

daisy), 136

runner, 166

Russian tarragon, 102

rust, 230, 242

• S •
sabadilla, 231

sage, 16, 102, 136

sago palm (Cycas revoluta), 

158

Saintpaulia (African violet), 

182

salad greens, 95

salt burn, 242

salvia, 85, 88, 136

Salvia farinacea (blue 

sage), 136

Salvia greggii (cherry sage), 

136

Salvia nemorosa (May 

Night), 136

sand, 42, 47

sanitation, garden, 223, 237

Sansevieria trifasciata 

(mother-in-law’s 

tongue), 181

Sarabande rose, 146

saucer, 39–40, 178, 197, 213

savory, 102

scaevola, 87

scale, 234, 249

scallion, 96

scarlet sage, 16

Scheffl era actinophylla 

(umbrella plant), 185

Schlumbergera (Christmas 

cactus), 183

scion, 161

Scoville heat unit (SHU), 99

screw, wood, 219

sea urchin (Echinopsis), 272

season. See also specifi c 
seasons

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 9

cactus and succulents, 

268

changes in light 

conditions, 24

cool- versus warm-season 

plants, 74–75

fl owering annual, 79–80
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fruit and berry plants, 

162–163

houseplants, 178

nursery sales, 73–74

perennial dividing and 

repotting, 131

plant selection, 10, 18

plants’ watering needs, 

196

single-season plants, 

73–75

vegetables, 95–100

seaweed, 204, 205

sedum, 136, 272

seed planting

about, 51

diseases, 241

lighting, 186

plant selection, 288

process, 67–68

repotting guidelines, 210

seed purchase, 52, 94, 

293–295

soil mix selection, 48

tomatoes, 100

seed potato, 97

self-watering containers, 

30–31, 37, 195–196

semi-dwarfi ng rootstock, 

161

Sempervivum (houseleeks/

hens and chicks), 272

shade. See also part shade

annuals, 89

cactus and succulents, 

268

defi ned, 24

extreme heat, 19

fl owering annuals, 89

gardening design, 14

microclimate, 23–24

mixed plantings, 76

overexposure, 24

perennials, 137–138

plant listing, 291

variation, 250

water conservation, 198

watering needs, 190

shadow, 24

shallow container, 34

shelling peas, 96

shrub

benefi ts of, 142

container selection, 143

hardy varieties, 144–150

less hardy varieties, 

150–154

overwintering methods, 

124

plant care, 142–143, 147

planting tips, 143

shopping tips, 52, 54

soil mix selection, 48–49

SHU (Scoville heat unit), 99

signet marigold, 88

silt, 42

single-season plant, 17–18, 

71–76. See also 

specifi c types
slope, of terrain, 25

slow-release fertilizer

described, 205

perennials, 130–131

planting process, 62

soil mix selection, 49

vegetables and herbs, 94

slug, 227, 234–235

snail, 234–235

snapdragon, 85

snow peas, 96

soaker hose, 195

soap, 229, 230

soil

acidity versus alkalinity, 

43–44

column, 45

extreme heat, 19

freezing temperatures, 18

importance of, 41–42

plants’ watering needs, 

196

solution, 202

structure of, 43

terra-cotta containers, 

28, 29

textures, 42

upside-down containers, 

37

window boxes, 37

wood containers, 29

soil mix

bulbs, 108

cactus and succulents, 

177, 269

camellias, 148

common ingredients, 

46–48

defi ned, 46

disease prevention, 44, 

238

fertilizers, 208

fruit and berry trees, 163, 

165

hanging baskets, 62

homemade, 50

houseplants, 177

names of, 42

planting process, 58–63, 

143

rhododendrons and 

azaleas, 148

selection, 44–46, 48–49

soil pH, 44

soil-less movement, 46

trees and shrubs, 145

vegetables and herbs, 93

water conservation, 198

watering needs, 191

wind exposure, 24

solid basket, 62

soluble fertilizer, 180

southern exposure, 24, 174

soybean, 101

spacing plants

bulbs, 109

disease prevention, 237

planting process, 33, 64

species name, 15

specimen plant, 142

spider, 225

spider mite, 230, 235–236

spider plant (Chlorophytum 
comosum), 185
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spiller

defi ned, 83

design elements, 249

fl owering annuals, 83, 

85–89

plant listing, 292

spinach, 75, 95–96, 99

spinosad, 229

spring

annuals, 86–87

benefi ts of container 

gardening, 9

bulbs, 106, 110–114

frost date considerations, 

19–20

fruit and berry trees, 164

herbs, 102–103

raised beds, 33

vegetables, 95–97

sprinkler, 194

spruce, 149

spur variety, 168

squash, 98, 99

squirrel (pest), 244

Squirrel’s foot fern 

(Davallia), 139

standard tree, 185

star jasmine 

(Trachelospermum 
jasmine), 156

stave, 219

stevia, 103

stone container, 32, 213

storing equipment, 

219–220, 285

storing plants

bulbs, 108, 111, 112

perennials, 123–125

strawberry jar, 35, 39, 65–66

strawberry plant, 166–167

strawberry tree (Arbutus 
unedo), 153–154

strawfl ower, 88

succession planting, 75

succulent. See also specifi c 
types

benefi ts of, 267

container sizes, 34

container types, 39

defi ned, 268

described, 268

design, 273–274

growing guidelines, 

268–270

perennials, 136

selection, 272

watering needs, 192

sugar snap peas, 96

sulfur, 203, 239

summer

annuals, 86–87

bulbs, 106, 114–115

extreme temperatures, 

19, 22

herbs, 101–102, 103

oil, 229–230, 240, 241

plant selection, 18

succession planting, 75

sunburn, 242

vegetables, 97–100

summer snapdragon, 87

sun

annuals, 86–88

burned plants, 242

cactus and succulents, 

268

containers, 32

defi ned, 24

design guidelines, 252–258

extreme heat, 19, 22

microclimate, 23–24

mixed plantings, 76

overexposure, 24

perennials, 122, 132–137

plant listing, 290–291

vegetables and herbs, 92

watering needs, 190

Sun Flare rose, 46

sunfl ower, 88

Swedish ivy, 90

sweet alyssum, 87

sweet autumn clematis 

(Clematis ternifl ora), 

155

sweet bay (Laurus nobilis), 

154

sweet corn, 98

sweet marjoram, 102

sweet olive (Osmanthus 
fragrans), 154

sweet pea, 85

sweet pepper, 99

sweet potato vine, 90

Swiss chard, 99

sword fern, 139

synthetics

fertilizer, 204–205

fungicide, 239

insecticide, 231

syrphid, 225

• T •
tachinid fl y, 225

Tagetes erecta (American 

marigold), 15

Tagetes erecta Snowbird 

(tall American 

marigold), 15

tall container, 34, 35

tall sedum, 136

Tanglefoot (insect trap), 

227

targeted pesticide, 227

tarragon, 102

Tasmanian tree fern 

(Dicksonia 
antarctica), 139

tatsoi, 100

tea, compost, 239

tea rose, 146

Teddy Bear sunfl ower, 88

temperature. See also 

climate

bulbs, 108, 111

cactus and succulents, 

268

citrus trees, 169

clay pots, 28

cold protection, 20, 23

cool- versus warm-season 

plants, 74–75

extremes, 18, 19, 22
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fi g trees, 170

frost dates, 19–20

hardiness zones, 20–23

herbs, 101–103

houseplants, 176, 178

measurement 

conventions, 1

perennial challenges, 

122–125

plant selection, 18

tropical plants, 73

vegetables and herbs, 

95–100

watering needs, 190–191

terra-cotta container

cactus and succulents, 

269

described, 28–29

extreme heat, 19

planting process, 56–61

repair techniques, 218

shapes and sizes, 34, 35

vegetables and herbs, 93

water gardens, 277, 280

terrarium, 175

texture

plants, 248, 249, 273

soil, 42

thinning

seedlings, 68

trees, 164, 168

thornless blackberry, 167

threadleaf coreposis, 133

three sisters garden, 98

thriller

defi ned, 83

design elements, 249

fl owering annuals, 83, 

85–89

plant listing, 292

thrip, 225, 229, 236

thunbergia, 89

thyme, 102, 231

tiger fl ower (Tigridia), 115

Tip icon, explained, 4

tomato hornworm, 226

tomato plant, 37, 94, 100

tool, garden

disease prevention, 238

essentials, 55–56

mail-order resources, 285, 

286, 296, 297

topgrade bulb, 108

topiary, 152

topsize bulb, 108

topsoil, 48

torenia, 89

Trachelospermum jasmine 

(star jasmine), 156

trailing plant, 38, 151

transplanting. See also 

repotting plants

bulbs, 112

perennials, 131–132

seed plantings, 67, 68

shopping tips, 52

trees and shrubs, 143

water conservation, 198

trap, insect, 227

tree. See also specifi c types
benefi ts of, 142

container selection, 143

hardy varieties, 144–150

houseplants, 184, 185

less hardy varieties, 

150–154

overwintering method, 

124

plant care, 142–143, 147

planting tips, 143

shopping tips, 52, 54

soil mix selection, 48–49

trellis, 154

trichogramma wasp, 226

trolly, plant, 40

tropical plant, 73, 116

tuberous begonia, 89, 115, 

182

tulip, 105, 113

tunic, 54

turnip, 96, 97

twinspur, 86

• U •
umbrella plant (Scheffl era 

actinophylla), 185

upside-down planter, 37, 100

urn, 35

U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, 1, 20–23

• V •
vacation, 199

vegetable plant. See also 

specifi c types
benefi ts of container 

gardening, 

8–9, 11, 91, 93

container-friendly 

varieties, 94–101

convenience, 91

design examples, 253–254

insect barriers, 226

light exposure, 24

plant care, 92–94

plant selection, 288

planting process, 67–68

repotting guidelines, 210

shopping tips, 53

wood containers, 29

veitchii gardenia, 151

verbena, 88

vermiculite, 48, 50, 62

vertical garden, 285

vinca (Vinca rosea), 88

vinca vine, 90

vine. See also specifi c vines
benefi ts of, 142

container selection, 143

houseplants, 184

plant care, 142–143, 

155–157

planting tips, 143

selection, 154–157

vegetables, 98

virus, 238

vole (pest), 244



314 Container Gardening For Dummies, 2nd Edition 

• W •
Walker’s Low catmint, 133

wall-mounted container, 

38–39

warm-season plant, 74–75

Warning icon, explained, 4

wasp, 226

water garden, 277–280, 

295–296

water-absorbing polymer, 

48

watercress, 95

watering plants. See also 

drainage

access to plants, 285

attention to plants’ needs, 

189–192

benefi ts and challenges of 

container gardening, 

11–12

cactus and succulents, 

269

container selection, 27

diseases, 194, 237

ferns, 139

frequency, 196–197

fruit and berry trees, 164

houseplants, 176, 177–178

methods, 192–197

mixed plantings, 76

plant roots, 197–198

planting process, 56, 58, 

61, 64, 68

self-watering devices, 

30–31, 37, 195–196,

199–200

trees and shrubs, 43

vegetables and herbs, 94

vines, 43

water conservation, 

198–199

watermelon, 98, 99

Watermelon Ice rose, 146

waterproof container, 29

wax, 231, 244

wax begonia, 182

Web resources, 297–298

wedgewood iris, 113

weed prevention, 46

weeding, 199, 222

weevil, 229

weight, of container, 28

western exposure, 24

wetting agent, 48

Wheeler’s Dwarf 

(Pittosporum tobira), 

153

white muscadine fungus, 

229

whitefl y, 230, 236

wildlife, 142, 166, 243–244

wind exposure, 24, 191, 243

window box, 37–38, 67

winter. See also 

overwintering

bulbs, 106, 113, 116

clay pots, 28

container damage, 125

drip irrigation, 194

early sprouting, 19

extreme temperatures, 18

frost damage, 242–243

fruit and berry plants, 159, 

162, 163

hardiness considerations, 

20, 22

houseplants, 178, 186

perennial challenges, 121, 

122–125

plant selection, 10, 18

protection against cold, 

20, 23

single-season plants, 74

thaws, 18–19

top annual plants, 85

vegetables, 95–97

winter savory, 102

winter squash, 98

wintergreen oil, 231

wire basket, 37, 63

wire plant stand, 215–216

wishbone fl ower, 89

wisteria, 157

wood container

described, 29

drainage holes, 29, 58

extreme heat, 19

planting process, 57

preservation, 216–217

repair techniques, 219

watering needs, 191

woodchuck (pest), 244

woody plant, 120, 122

worm, 226, 233

• X •
xeriscaping, 192, 199

• Y •
yarrow (Achillea), 137

yaupon holly, 150

yew pine (Podocarpus 
macrophyllus), 153

• Z •
Zantedeschia (calla), 114

zinc, 207

zinnia, 23, 75, 88

zone, hardiness, 20–22

zucchini, 98, 99


