Contents at a Glance

JOEFOAUCEION «eeeeaaeaaeeeeeeeeeennnaaeaeeeeeeennnnnnaaseeeeeeennnnnaes |

Part I: MySpace Overview and Basics ...............cccocueeeeee 7

Chapter 1: Diving into the MySpace Pool ...........coocoviiniininiiiiieececicseesteseeseee 9
Chapter 2: Enlisting in the MySpace Army ..........ccccovveevieiiiineniiienienienieseeseeseeseeeeees 23
Chapter 3: Staying Safe on MYSPACE .......cceeiiiiriereninieiiiieee ettt 43

Part II: The MySpace Community.............ccccceveeeccueeace 57

Chapter 4: Friending the MySpace Way .........cccciiienienieiieiicieeieeeesee st 59
Chapter 5: Staying in Touch via MYSPACE .......cccerievrieieiereieiececeeeeeese e 79
Chapter 6: Blogging 0N MYSPACE ......cccceeciiriiirieniienieneeneesieesieeieetesseseesseessseseeesseenne 105
Chapter 7: Keeping Up with MySpace ........ccccociiiiiiiiininieeeee e 121
Chapter 8: Staying on Schedule with MySPaCe.........cccveviieciieciieieeieeieceeeeeeeeieene 131
Chapter 9: Getting In with the In-Crowd ..........coceeviiniininiiniinieceeeeeeee 145

Part l1I: Customizing MySpace ..............ccccceeeceueeenee. 163

Chapter 10: Your MySpace Photo AlbUm ..........cccccevvienieniniiiniicieciecicceeseeseeieee 165
Chapter 11: Sound and MOVIES .........ccceriririirieieieriesieee ettt 177
Chapter 12: Customizing Your MySpace Page ........cccceveeveeciieciiecieeieciecieeeeeeeieenne 187

Part [U: Capturing Your Audience.............................. 205

Chapter 13: Marketing the MySpace Way .......cccccovvevienirneniiiniinienieseeseeseesieenieenne 207
Chapter 14: Rockin’ in the MySpace World...........cccoovevieviiriiiniiinienienieeieseeseesieenne 219
Chapter 15: Finding Your Place on MySpace .........cccocoviririineninenineeeeeseeeee 241
Part U: The Part of Tens .........cccccceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 207
Chapter 16: Ten MySpace Tools for Staying Safe ..........cccccecveviieveeviencieiieeieceeeene 269
Chapter 17: Ten Ways to Keep Away from MySpace Bad Guys..........cccccevcvereenuennne 275
Chapter 18: Ten MySpace RESOUICES........cccccuiviiriinieiieiteieeieeteere et see e saeenee 281
Chapter 19: Ten Other Social-Networking Sites..........ccocoeeevieieninininieierereneee, 285

JRAEK ......aaaaaaaaaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnannannasaccececeassaseececeeeee 291






Table of Contents

JOEPOAUCEION a.aeeeeeeeeeeenaaaeaeaeeeeeennnnnseaseeeeessnnnnssseeees ]

AbOUt This BOOK .....cccuiviiiiiiieiteteeeece ettt 1
Conventions Used in This BOOK.........cccccecuiviiniininiiniiiiinieieieseeeeeie, 2
Foolish ASSUMPLIONS........ccciiiiiieiiceeceeeee e 3
How This Book Is Organized ............cccoecveeiieieeieeieeeieeieeee e 4
Part I: MySpace Overview and Basics ........ccoccevevienenenienienienceene, 4
Part II: The MySpace COmmUNItY ........ccccceeveerierieneeneenieenieesieesieeneens 4
Part III: Customizing MySpace..........cccecveereereeeerienieneeeeeeeeree e veenes 5
Part IV: Capturing Your Audience .........cccceceevveriieneenenniennieenieesiennens 5
Part V: The Part of TENS.......ccccccveveieieieeieeeeeiese et 5
Icons Used in This BOOK ........ccccoviriririeieieseeece e 5
Where to GO from Here..........ccvoiieiieiiieiecieceeeteeee et 6

Part I: MySpace Overview and Basics ............ceceeueeeeee 7

Chapter 1: Diving into the MySpace Pool ......................... 9
Whose Space? MySpacel........ocooiiiiiiniiniinieientesteseeseeie e 9

The people in your MySpace neighborhood.............c.ccceevveeurennenne. 11

The allure of MySPACE.......cccooereriieirieeeeeeeee et 13

The Nuts and Bolts of MySPaCe.......cccccueeierieneeiieieeieeieeie et 16

IS MYSPACE SAE7....c.eiiiiiiieiieeeeeteeerete ettt ettt s 18

The MySpace Developer Platform.........ccoccoeceeeeeninniinnieniencienienienceeeeen 21
Chapter 2: Enlisting in the MySpace Army ....................... 23
Becoming MySpace Member #236,485,972.........ccccveeieeeceecieneneseeeenennes 24
Name, Rank, Serial Number, E-mail Address . . .....ccoveevvevevveecerceeeneenee 25
Showing Off Your Profile ...........ccooeeieeiiiiiniieeeeeeeeee e 30
Setting your name and Web address...........cocoeeeveeienenenencncenniennns 30
Answering the question “Who does this person think he is?”....... 33

Making Account Changes ..........ccecveeviiereenienieerieeieeieeteetese et see e seeeeees 40
Chapter 3: Staying SafeonMySpace ............................ 43
Having a Private Profile on MySpace .........ccccoeveeviieviienieecieniecieeeeeeeeeeeen 44
Additional Privacy Settings .........ccooceeviriieriiniieniiieneeeeeee e 48

The Settings: Spam WiNAOW........cccovvuervieniinieniiieeeieeeeeeee e 48

Blocking the unwanted members of MySpace...........ccccceeeveeuvenenee. 50

Alerting MySpace for Safety’s Sake ........cccceceevenereninienieieneneseeeeeeeene 54



Xi(/ MySpace For Dummies, 2nd Edition

Part I1: The MySpace Community .............ccccccueeeeeeaece 57

Chapter 4: Friending the MySpaceWay.......................... 59
Getting Your Friending On ............ccevuvvieiieieieieieseceeeeeeee et 59
The Almighty Friend Request .........ccccooceeviinieniiiinniiiececicceeeeeeeeen 60
Breaking Down the Friend Request..........coocooviiviniinniniiniiniinieceee, 60

Finding some friends ..........cooceeviriiiiiiniieniiinieeeeeeeeeee e 60
To send or to receive, that is the question ........c.ccccceeevveieennnnen. 64
What Being a Friend Really Means...........cccccevvviiiiiiieniienciecieeieeeieeeenn 70
Managing the MaSSES .......cccevverierieiiiieniieieeieeieeie e e teeee st se e e eeesaeeeees 71
Using the Address BoOK..........coccovviiriinieniiniiniiececieeeeeesteseee 71
To Friend or not to Friend?...........ccooevvieniiniininniieceneeeeeeeeee 73
The Top Friends Phenomenon ...........c.ccceecvieciieiiiccieccieeceeeee e 73
Getting your Top Friends in order...........cccccoeeeeeieecieeciencieeieeieeneenne 74
Deleting a Friend..........c.ooieoiiiiiiiieiececeeee ettt 76

Chapter 5: Staying in Touch via MySpace........................ 19
Getting to KNow the TOOIS........cccocieiieiieiieiecieeeeeeteete e 79
Message Management with the Mail Center ..........cccccceeeveviencieneeneenennen. 80

Creating and sending @ MeSSAZE........cccevvvverrirrrerrieriierienieereneeneennes 83
Replying to a received mesSage.........cocuevverienienieniensienienienieneenes 86
Forwarding, saving, and deleting received messages..................... 87
Communicating with COmMmMENts ..........ccccceeeieeciieciiecieeieceeeeee e 89
If you comment me, I'll comment yOuU.........ccceceeeveeeecieeciiesieeieeeenne 91
Posting a Profile Comment ...........cccoceevieriiniienieneeeeieeeeeeeeeeee e 92
Deleting a Profile Comment ............ccccoevueriiniiinienienecieneeeseeeeee 93
Messaging the Masses with Bulletins ..........ccoccoovievvieniiiniiniiniinicncceeen, 94
Locating the Bulletin Space.........ccccecieievienininieeeeeeeeeeeeens 95
Creating and sending a bulletin ............cccceeievieceecieceeeeeeeeee, 96
Whoops! Deleting a bulletin............cccceecieecienciincieneenieseeseeseeieene. 100
Instant Access with Instant Messaging.........ccocceeeeveeveeviennienienieeneeneenne 101
Tying [t All TOGENET .....ccveeiiiiiiiieteeeeteeeeeeee e 103

Chapter 6: Bloggingon MySpace ..................ccoivivnnnnn. 105

What Should I BlOZ? .....ccocieieiiieieeeeeceeee ettt 105
Knowing your audi€nce ..........ccccecevvierienieneenieneenesiesiesieseeseens 106
Writing about what you know .........c.ccecevviiiinniniiniiniiiceee, 106

Creating and Posting Your BlOg..........cccceceeviieiiiiciieieciecieceeceeceeee e 107
[t’s @ll SUDJECHIVE ...cuveiiiiieiieieeece et 107
Your body Of WOTK.....cccooiiriiiiiiiiiieieeececeeeseee e 108
Attention to detail........ccoerieiiiiininineeee 110

Customizing YOur BlOg ........coccovieiiiiiiniiiiiiiicienieeeetestese e 112
Making general page Settings ........ccoceveeviernennieniensenienieeieeeeneenn 112

Heads up: Modifying your page header ............ccccevvvveecviecrernnene 114



Table of Contents

Customizing . .. on the side........cccoeveeieiieiieiiceceeeeece, 115
The main event: Blog Post Settings ..........coccecevevinincineiiniieene 115
Changing the background...........c.ccoeceevievieniienieriieciece e 116
Using a Custom Style Sheet .........cccocvvieriiniiniieeeceeeeeee 117
Safe BIOGGING ..c..eovuiiiiiiieieeieeieces ettt ettt st 117
Your SUDSCIIPHION ...ccuvieiiiiciic ettt 118
Spreading the WOrd .........ccceeiieiieieciececeeeee et 119
Comments, PIEASE? .........oooviiiieeee et 120
Chapter 7: Keeping Up with MySpace .......................... 121
Update! Update! Updatel ..ottt 121
Receiving e-mail notifications ..........cccccceevvevvieniincienieecicceciecieee 122
Getting notifications on your cell phone.........cccccccevciriiincienceennnnn. 124
Gotta Go! — Using Mobile Communication Devices
10 ACCESS MYSPACE ..ottt st 126
Connecting to MySpace with PDAS.........c.cccceoievieciecieeieeieceeeene 126
TIM, DO U? ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt es et e s se e eneenans 127
Get it iN YOUT SYSTEIM ...ccvieiiiiiiiieieeeeceece e 127
Adding Friends .......ccccoviiviinieniiiicicciecectecesescese e 128
Making a voice CONNECION .....c.ccevieruieriiiriieieeieeieeiesie e 128
AlWays Chan@ing .......ccocevieriiniiieeeeeee ettt 129
Doesn’t play nice with others.........c.cccceoveviincniinncinnceeee 129
Chapter 8: Staying on Schedule with MySpace.................. 131
Organizing YOUr EVENES .......cccooieiiieiiieiieiecece et 131
Getting the party started ..........cocooiiiriniini e 132
You're iNVIted!......c.cccueeiiiieieeeeeeeeeee s 137
Using Your MySpace Calendar...........ccoccoecvevieneenieeniennieeieniesieseeseeneeenns 140
Making your calendar yoUur OWN ........cccceceevieenieenuersiensiensienieneennens 140
Pl PENCI] YOU IN.c.uuiiiiiiiiiiiiececece ettt 141
But wait, there’s mMoOTe! .......c..ooooveiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee et 143
Chapter 9: Getting In with the In-Crowd ........................ 145
Understanding MySpace GroupsS ..........cceeveeieereerieesieesieecieeieeeeeereeseesseenns 145
JOINING UP..eiiiiiiiiii e 146
Starting YOUI OWIL .....ccveiuieriienieeiieeieeieeteeeeseesieeseeesaeeseeveeseeaesseens 147
Managing YOUT GrOUP ......ccceceereeeerierienreereeeesessessessessessesssessessesseeses 150
Utilizing the Classified AdS.......cccooeeveeiecieriirereeeeeeeeeee e 151
Browsing the ads ........coceovvivieieieeeeceee e 152
POSting an ad .......c.cccveeieiiieiieecece e 153
Managing YOUT adS........cceevverierieiieneenieenieeneesieeseeesaeeseeseesessaesseens 154
RePIVING t0 AdS...cviovieieieiiiecteeeeeeeeee et 155
Taking a LOOK at FOTUIMS .......c.cccoeiiuieieieicececeeeeteete e 155
Explaining fOrums ..........ccceeireeieierieneneseeeeeeee e e 155
Why should we use the forums?.........ccccoocevviiviiniiniininniineeee, 158

Chat Versus fOrUMS..........ccooevueieireieeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeree e eeee e 159

xv



X(/i MySpace For Dummies, 2nd Edition

School and Work COmmuURNIti€s ............coceeeeieeinieeceeeeeeeeee e 160
Rate YOUT PrOfeSSOY ....evviiiiiiiieeieeeeee ettt 161

Part 11I: Customizing MySpace..............ccccceeeeeiceeeaeee. 163

Chapter 10: Your MySpace Photo Album........................ 165
Getting Your Pictures Ready for MySpace.......c.ccecevvievieniineeneencenennne 165
Using the correct file format ...........ccoeeiiiiiinniiiieeee e, 166
Making sure you have the right file size ..........ccccoooenvriininennnnne. 167
Naming your photo fil€ .........cccecieviiiviiniiieiicieeeeeeeeeeee e 168
Adhering to the content POliCY .......cccceeeveviirciinienierieeeeeeeeee, 168
Finding Places to Host Your Images..........ccocevveviiiiinniennieniienienienceneene 169
Beam Me Up! — Loading Your Photos on MySpace........c.cccocevvenienenne 170
Managing Your Photo Page ...........ccovoviiieiiiciiceceeeeeeeeee e 172
Tag, YOU'TE It ..ottt 175
Chapter 11: Sound and Movies ...................ccviivinann. 177
Adding a Profile SONG.........ccvevuiiiieiiiciecieeeeeeeeee e 177
Planning your SetliSt.........ccceveevieriiiiieriieeiesieseeseese e eae e 177
Putting on the hits ......ccoocvoviiiiiiiee e 178
Adding Video to Your Profile .........ccocevviiriiniiniiniiniiececieeieeieseenene 179
FINAING VIO ..ottt 179
Using your homemade movies.........c..cocoeivceeiecenincncnneenienenenene 182
Putting on @ SHOW .....ocuiiiiiiieecece e 183
Reviewing and commenting on videos..........c.ccoeceeveecieecieeirecvennnen. 184
Tuning in t0 MySPace TV......cccveievievieiieieeeieieteee e 185
Chapter 12: Customizing Your MySpacePage ................... 187
Customization Restrictions on MySpace..........ccceeveeviercieniienienieeneenennns 187
First Things First.......ccocoviiiiiiiiiieeteceeeeee et 188
Doing It YOUTSElf .......ooouiiiiiiiiiiiieeetteteeetee ettt 189
How long did that take you?........c.ccccoveeeiiicieeieceeeeeeeeeee e 189

Well, hello HTML! Tag — you’re it!......ccccocveiieieeienieieceeeeenee, 190
Adding HTML.......ooiiiiieeeee ettt e 192

Can we ask you a qUESION?........cccveveevieriieenieenieeieeie e 193
Taking the Easy Way OUt.......c.cocvvvieeiiniiniiniiiciecicciecieseeee et 193
See What DevVeElOPS ......cccuvieiieieecieeee ettt 199
Adding More Building BIOCKS..........cooouiieiiiiiieeieceeeeeeeeee e 200
Get all FOU CANL...oviiiiieieieeee e 200
Manage your Stable .........cccoocviiiiniiniienieieeee e 202

Part IU: Capturing Your Audience..................cccueeeee. 205

Chapter 13: Marketing the MySpaceWay....................... 207
The Ultimate Online Social Community............cccceevievieecieeciesciecieeeeneene 208



Table of Contents X(/'i i

Deciding Whether MySpace Is the Right Place.........cccccooeevieviivecnennns 210
Evaluating the MySpace audience.............coccecvevevenenerneenienenenene 211

The ability to build an audience...........c.cccceecvevieneeveecinceeieeieene 211

New rules, new expectations..........cocceevueeienienienieenieeseneeeeeeeeenn 213
Real-World Marketing versus MySpace Marketing..........c.cccocvevvvenienenne 215
Measuring Your MySpace SUCCESS........cocevvverriervieriienienientenieeseesieeneeenee 217
Chapter 14: Rockin’ in the MySpaceWorld. ..................... 219
Music — the Foundation of MySpace .........cccoccevvuiviieniieniieniinienienceeee 219
Getting Your Music onto MySpPaCE.........ccceevuiecieeiiecieeieeieseeeee e 221
MySpace Music Profile Options.........c.ccccceveviriniieieneneneeeeeeeeeeeee 224
UPCOMING SNHOWS......ooiiiiieiieiieiecie ettt eaeeae s 225
Band Details........cccooeriiiiiininiineeeeeeeeeeeee e 228
Basic INfO...coiiiiieiiic e 229
ManNage SONGS ......covvuiriiriiniienierteetet ettt sttt ae s 229
LiSting INfO ...ccouveeeiieeee e 234
MySpace — a Music Fan’s Paradise..........ccccocoeveeiiiienenininieeieeeee, 235
The almighty MySpace Music Player ..........ccccccoeveeviiecinieeciecciennnnn. 235

Top Artist LIStINGS ....covieiiiiiiieeeeececeeeeee e 237
MUSIC VIA@OS ..ottt 238
Finding live SHOWS ....cc.cooiiiiiiiiiiitteee e 238

The future of music on MySpace .........cccccevvevieneeveecieeceereeeeeene 239
Chapter 15: Finding Your Place on MySpace .................... 24
Build It, and They Will COmE.........c.ccceeiiiierierieieecieeeeee et 241
MySpace FIIMMAaKETS ........cccooeririiriiieierieneseeeeeeee et 242
OpPOrtunity AWaitS......cccveecierieriiiiereeceeseesee et 242
Perks of a MySpace Filmmaker profile..........c.ccoeceeverviniiinnienceennnnn. 243
Creating your Filmmaker profile...........ccccooevvinniniinninniniinienene 244
Managing your Filmmaker profile.........ccccoocevververviniinniniienienene 247

The MySpace Film portal ..........ccccoveviieieeieniiieeeeeeeeeeeeene 253
MySpace COMEIANS .........ccuevuerieriiriiiieieieieee ettt 255
Joining the MySpace Comedy community..........ccccceevvercreecvenruennnnn. 255
Creating your Comedy profile..........cccccevvierienieneeninienienieeeenene 256
Managing your MySpace Comedy profile.........ccccecevveerviinvienceennnene 257

The Beginning of MySpace Services.......c..ccoceververiennieniieniienienieneeneene 261
MYSPACE MOVIES ......ocvieerieeieiieciieciieeteeie et esreesteeae et ereereeaeeeaesenens 261
MySPace BOOKS .......coieiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeee s 262
MYSPACE JODS ...ttt 263
MYSPACE NEWS.....oiiiiiiiiiieieeierteetese ettt steeae e ae st sresaesaesane s 264

Part U: The Part of Tens...........cccceaaaaaaacccnneeeeeeeeeeeeees 207

Chapter 16: Ten MySpace Tools for Staying Safe ................ 269
Set Your Profile to Private..........cocooeeiiiiiiineniiieeeeceeteee e 269
Require E-mail or Last Name to Add as a Friend..........ccccccevvvvrveneenenns 270

ADPProve COMMENTS.......ccociiiiieriieieeieeieeieete et et esteesaeestesteebessesasesseens 270



X'(/iii MySpace For Dummies, 2nd Edition

Limit Access to YOUY BIOZS .......coccuvieiiieciieiieeeceeeeeeee e 271
Keep Your Name Out of Search ..........ccccovevenininiinieniiceceeeeee 271
Hide YOUT PhOtOS ....oouiiiiiiiiiieee et 272
Limit Your Instant Message ACCESS .......cccueviereerieeniienieeiieniesieeeeseeneeenns 272
Block Messages from Non-Friends .........c..ccoceverviiiiinniniienieniienienceneenne 272
Filter Group INVItES........c.oiieiieiieeeieeee et 273
BIOCKING USET'S ..cc.eviiiiieeiieee ettt st aee e e 273
The Delete Key Is Your Friend ..........ccoccooiiniiniiiinniniececeeceeee 274
Contacting MYSPACE. .....ccceverierieiieenieerieeiteeieerteeteesteesaeseeseesseesseesseesseenes 274

Chapter 17: Ten Ways to Keep Away from MySpace Bad Guys . . ..275

Don’t Take MySpace to the Real World ...........ccccoeeviiivieiieniiniieieeeeeene 275
Don’t Talk t0 STrangers .....cccecvevieriieriienieiiertee et see e 276
Don’t Use Your Real NameE ........c.cocveeieriinienieiecieciecieeeesee st 276
Don’t Post Contact Information..........ceccoeeeviineininninnenienienieneenceneee 277
Don’t Leave Unwanted CIUES .......c.ccoeveeerienieenenieneneneeeneneeeeieseeseeeneene 277
Don’t Post Anything You Don’t Want Your Mother to See..................... 277
Play Nice With Others .......ccccociiiieiiieiiiciececeeee e 278
Don’t Share YOUr ACCOUNL.........cevvieeieriiiienieneeieeieeeere et se e 278
AIWAYS SIGN OUL .ouviiiiiiieieeieeteecece ettt ettt st s sae e 279
Use a Separate E-mail Address .........cccoecveeieeeiieciieceeeee e, 279
Chapter 18: Ten MySpace Resources........................... 281
Thomas’ Myspace EditOr.........occevverieniiniiniieieceeeeeeceeseeeeeseeeee 281
MYSPACE TOOIDOX ...uveviiviiiiiciiectieie et eteeie ettt ae e e s e e s e e s e e saeseenns 282
Glitter GraphiCs ....ccooiruieieieeee et 282
TOOIS FOIr MYSPACE .....eeieieiieiieieeteeteete ettt ettt ae e ve st e e e saeesae e 282
GIMP .ttt ettt sttt 282
WiIindows MoVie MaKET ..........cocvirievieriiriienienienteneeneesieeneeeseesee e ssesaeens 283
IMOVIE. ...ttt ettt sttt e st e s bt e s e e saeenseenee 283
AUAACTLY ...ttt re e e nes 283
QUIZIIIA ...ttt et ee e e e e eereeeeaeeeneeens 284
SPEIL CHECK ....viiieiieiieiteeete ettt sttt ste et e aeete e e e ssa e s e e saeesaeanes 284
Chapter 19: Ten Other Social-Networking Sites ................. 285
FACEDOOK........oiiiiieiieeeeeee ettt et st sae e 285
ClasSMAtES.COML....ccuiriiriirierienieeteerteesieeteeteeteeteetessesasesseesseesseesseensesnes 286
INITLG ettt ettt ettt sttt ettt be e 286
BEDIO ettt 287
D, -1 o U OSSPSR 287
OFKUL L.ttt sttt sbe e s s et neesenes 287
FIICKT 1.ttt ettt ettt e et e e teebe e b e sstessaesseenseanes 288
YOUTUDE ...ttt ettt s b saaesaea s 288
Webkinz and Club Penguin...........ccccoecevviirieniieniinieneeeeeeieeieseeseennnn 288
Dogster and CatSter ........ccocevviiriiiriierierieteteeeeee ettt 289

JOACK «eaaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnsseseeeeeeeeeeaeeees 291



