
• Numerics •
$1 gold piece

Indian princess, 165–166
Liberty-head, 164–165
overview, 164

$1 presidential coin, 191–192, 333
$2.50 gold piece (Quarter Eagle)

1796 NS Quarter Eagle, 324
1808 Quarter Eagle, 329
Capped Bust, 167–168
Classic Head, 168
Indian-head, 169–170
Liberty-head, 168–169
overview, 166
Turban Head, 167, 172

$3 gold piece, 170
$4 gold piece, 170
$5 gold piece (Half Eagle)

1822 Half Eagle, 327
Capped Bust, 172–173
Classic Head, 173
Indian-head, 174–175
Liberty-head, 173–174
overview, 171
Turban Head, 171–172

$10 gold piece (Eagle)
defined, 166
First Spouse series, 193
Indian-head, 177
Turban Head, 175–176

20/50/30 rule, 298–299
20-cent pieces, U.S., 142–143
20-dollar gold piece, 32, 34–35
$20 gold piece (Double Eagle)

1907 Ultra High Relief Double Eagle, 324,
326–327

1927-D Double Eagle, 34–35, 180, 209, 323
1933 Double Eagle, 180, 321–322
defined, 166, 175

Liberty-head, 178
overview, 177
Saint-Gaudens, 179–180
shipwreck recoveries, 34

50 State Quarters program
as circulatiang commemoratives, 189–191
Delaware Quarter, 23, 24
error coin, 244
getting children interested in, 333
overview, 23–24
popularity, 23, 190
timetable, 190

1757 Maximilian III Bavarian Thaler, 38, 331,
332

1776 Continental dollar pattern, 328
1785 Immune Columbia Constelatio, 328
1787 Brasher doubloon, 101, 323
1791 Washington large eagle cent, 105
1792 silver-center cent pattern, 196
1793 ship halfpenny, 106
1793 wreath cent, 328
1794 Flowing Hair dollar, 155–156, 329
1795 grate halfpenny, 106
1796 NS Quarter Eagle, 324
1804 Childs silver dollar, 322–323
1808 Quarter Eagle, 329
1822 Half Eagle, 327
1836 Gobrecht silver dollar pattern, 196
1856 Flying Eagle cent, 120, 196–197
1857-S $20 gold piece, 34
1873-CC dime, 137
1882 Liberty-head nickel pattern, 197
1885 trade dollar. See trade dollars
1894-S dime, 137
1903-O silver dollar, 34
1905 $20 gold piece, 305
1907 Ultra High Relief Double Eagle, 324,

326–327
1913 Liberty nickel, 322
1913-S $20 gold piece, 35
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1914-D Lincoln cent
auction potential, 304–305

1920-S Indian Eagle, 324
1927-D Double Eagle, 34–35, 180, 209, 323
1933 Double Eagle, 180, 321–322
1943 bronze cent, 203
1950-D nickel roll, 20–21
1951 Washington-Carver commemorative

half dollar, 36
1953-S Franklin half dollar, 33

auction potential, 305
1970-S Washington-head quarter, 204

• A •
About Good (grade), 261, 263, 337
About Uncirculated (AU), 211, 214, 263, 337
About Uncirculated (grade), 261
absentee bidding, 250–251
Africa, 77
AG. See About Good (grade)
airplanes, carrying coins on, 58–59
Akers, David, 251, 323, 324
Alabama half dollars, 184
alarm systems, home, 57
albums, coin, 45–46
Almost Uncirculated. See About

Uncirculated (AU)
American Numismatic Association (ANA),

Colorado Springs
ANACS grading service, 279, 280–281
grading seminars, 272
Summer Seminar, 31, 272

American Numismatic Society (ANS), New
York, 334

ANACS grading service, 279, 280–281
Anastasius, 68
ancient coins

collecting, 66–69
defined, 337
Greek, 34, 66–67
history, 65–66
overview, 65–66
Roman, 34, 67–68

Anthony dollar, 25, 160
art bars, 22–23

artificial toning, 215, 258, 274, 337
ask price, 226
AU. See About Uncirculated (grade)
auction catalogs

obtaining, 245–246
reading Terms and Conditions of Sale,

246–247
studying, 247–248

auction fever, 244–245
auction houses

choosing, 306–308
fees, 308–310
list, 306–308
signing contract with, 311

auctions. See coin auctions; online
auctions

Australia, 77–78
authentication, and grading services, 281

• B •
bag marks, 259, 337
Barber, Charles, 139, 145, 152
Barber dime, 139
Barber half dollar, 152
Barber quarter, 145–146
bartering, 10
Bavarian Thalers, 38
Bechtler family, 198
Berman, Neil S., 242, 314
Biblical coins, 68
bid price, 226
blanks

defined, 337
and dies, 88, 256–257
error coins, 202, 203
in proof process, 200, 264, 265
TAL tokens as, 95

blemishes, defined, 337
books, about numismatics, 29–30
bourses, defined, 337
Bowers, David, 307, 324, 327
Bowers & Merena Auctions, 306
Boyd, F.C.C., 323
Braided Hair half cent, 112–113
Braided Hair large cent, 118
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branch mints, 165, 198, 337
Brasher, Ephraim, 101
Brasher doubloon, 101, 323
Brilliant Uncirculated (BU), 20, 337. See

also BU rolls
British coins

1791 Washington large eagle cent token,
105

1793 ship halfpenny token, 106
1795 grate halfpenny token, 106
as colonial coins, 95–96
in early U.S., 109
Liberty and Security penny token, 107
tokens for U.S. market, 105–107

brockages, 203
Brother Jonathan (ship), 34
Brown, Dr. Robert, 313–314
BU. See Brilliant Uncirculated (BU)
BU rolls, 20–21, 338
buffalo nickels, 127
business strikes

1822 Half Eagle, 327
defined, 28, 338

Bust Half Nut Club, 31, 294
buy/sell spreads, 38
buyback fees, 309–310
buyer’s remorse, 245
Byzantine coins, 68–69

• C •
C (mintmark), 21, 338. See also Charlotte,

North Carolina mint
California fractional hold coins, 198
California Gold Rush, 165, 197, 198, 325
California half dollar, 185
cameo proofs, 265, 338
Canadian coins, 78
capital gains taxes, 317
Capped Bust $2.50 gold piece, 167–168
Capped Bust $5 gold piece, 172–173
Capped Bust dime, 138
Capped Bust half cent, 112
Capped Bust half dime, 135
Capped Bust half dollar, 150–151, 329
Capped Bust quarter dollar, 144–145

capped dies, 203
car break-ins, 58
Carson City, Nevada mint, 21, 161, 163, 336
catalogs

defined, 338
obtaining, 245–246
reading Terms and Conditions of Sale,

246–247
studying, 247–248

CC (mintmark), 21, 338. See also Carson
City, Nevada mint

Central America (ship), 34
cents. See half cents, U.S.; large cents, U.S.;

small cents, U.S.
certification services, 235
Certified Coin Dealer Newsletter, 226, 228
certified coins, 211, 226, 227, 253, 338
charitable donations, 299
Charlotte, North Carolina mint, 21, 163,

165, 168, 173, 176, 198, 199, 289, 336
cherry-picking, 297–298
children, sharing coin collecting with,

331–336
Childs 1804 silver dollar, 322–323
Chinese coins, 78
Choice, defined, 338
Choice Uncirculated (grade), 82, 262, 338
circulated coins, 45, 260, 261, 273, 338
circulation strikes. See business strikes
Civil War tokens, 86–87
clad, 23, 121, 140, 147, 159, 338
Clark, Gruber & Co., 198
Classic Head $2.50 gold piece, 168
Classic Head $5 gold piece, 173
classified ads, as coin selling vehicle, 295
cleaned coins, 210–211, 213, 338
cleaning coins, 46–51
Cogen, Edward, 323
Coin & Currency Institute, 229
coin albums, 45–46
coin auctions. See also auction houses;

online auctions
bidding, 250–251
buyer’s fee, 246
catalogs for, 245–248
and children, 335
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coin auctions (continued)
choosing auction house, 306–308
as coin-selling choice, 304–306
guarantees, 246–247
hidden fees, 310
how bidding works by mail or phone,

250–251
how bidding works in person, 250
how bidding works via agents, 251
negotiating terms, 308–310
overview, 243–245
preparing to buy, 245–251
publicizing, 311
realizing prices, 230–231
registering to bid, 247

coin auctions
setting limits, 249
setting priorities, 248–249
typical time line, 305–306
warranties, 246–247

coin clubs, 31
coin collecting. See also coin auctions; coin

dealers; coin shows; coins
as after-school activity, 334
ancient coins, 66–69
cheap offers, 217–218
vs. coin accumulating, 16–18
completion concept, 18
deciding what to collect, 36–39
developing long-term view, 39
die variety, 88–89
finest known coins, 82–83
focusing on plan, 37–39
grading guides, 30
grading standards, 79–80, 266–267
history, 9, 10–11
impact of age on value, 32–33, 69
impact of condition on value, 33
impact of demand on value, 33–34
impact of rarity on value, 34–35
impact of supply on value, 35
as investment, 313–315
liquidity issue, 73–74
overview, 15–25
reading about, 28–30
realizing auction prices, 230–231

scams, 216, 221–222
security issues, 55–60
specialty clubs, 294
storing collections, 41–61
tax aspects, 315–317
tips for collecting commemorative coins,

192–193
trade papers, 29
types of coins, 18–23
U.S. dimes, 140–142
U.S. dollar coins, 161–162
U.S. five-cent pieces, 128–129
U.S. half cents, 113–114
U.S. half dimes, 136–137
U.S. half dollars, 154–155
U.S. large cents, 118–119
U.S. quarter dollars, 147–149
U.S. small cents, 122–123
U.S. three-cent silver coins, 133
ways to buy, 13
what to choose, 11–12

coin collectors vs. numismatists, 17
coin consignments, 301–302
Coin Dealer Newsletter, 74, 226, 228, 281
coin dealers. See also coin selling

and certification services, 235
cheap offers, 217–218
and children, 334–335
consignment selling, 301–304
and counteroffers, 297
feedback ratings on online auction sites,

236
finding, 233–235
guarantees, 220–221
as information resource, 31–32
list, 242
local, 236
national, 237–238
no return privileges, 219
online presence, 241–242
outside U.S., 238–241
overview, 233
as potential buyers, 291–292
questions for, 234–235
return privileges, 218–220
selling your entire collection to, 291
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coin doctors, 209, 210, 215, 338
coin market

bidding, 226, 227
as dealer feeder system, 236–237
haggling, 224–227
history, 314
outside U.S., 238–241
retail aspect, 226, 228
sight-unseen bidders, 227
two-tiered, 227
wholesale prices, 225

coin selling. See also coin dealers
online auctions for selling coins, 295–296
selling as art form, 296–299
selling coins on consignment, 301–302
selling your coins yourself, 281–299
selling your collection one coin at a time,

292
selling your entire collection, 291
ways to sell, 14

coin shops. See coin dealers
coin shows

and children, 31, 335
commonsense rules, 293–294
dealer setup, 225
dealers at, 235
defined, 339
as information resource, 31, 32
lighting at, 272
local, 236
national, 237–238
practicing grading, 276, 277
security issues, 58–60
selling coins at, 292–294

coin tubes, 46
Coin World, 29, 30, 228, 229, 295
coins. See also coin collecting; U.S. coins

ancient, 65–70
cleaned, 210–211, 213
cleaning, 46–51
damaged, grading, 265–266
earliest, 9
erasered, 213
error, 25, 202–204
finest known, 82–83
first, 9

gold, 18–19, 73
handling, 51–54
history, 9–10, 69
holdering, 41–46
insurance for, 60–61
liquidity, 298
misrepresentation, 216
modern-clad, 23
moisture effects, 53, 54–55
odd and curious, 84
overgrading, 216
overview, 28
reading about, 28–30
recolored, 214–215
repaired, 214
scrubbed, 213
security issues, 55–60
silver, 18, 19
storage options, 41–46
stripping, 214–215
as thief magnets, 56–60
undergrading, 217
whizzed, 213

collar dies, 28, 339
collecting base, 77
Colonial Coin Collectors Club, 31, 294
colonial coins

1785 Immune Columbia Constelatio, 328
British coins as, 95–96
Connecticut coins, 98–99
Continental dollars, 102, 103
defined, 339
die variety collection, 89
foreign coins as, 94–97
French coins, 94
Fugio cents, 102–103
Irish coins, 95
Massachusetts coins, 97, 98
Mott token, 101
New Jersey coins, 97–98
New York coins, 100
overview, 93
quasi-official, 102–104
recognizing, 94
Spanish coins, 96
Vermont coins, 99
Virginia coins, 100
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commemorative coins. See also 50 State
Quarters program

200th Anniversary of U.S. Constitution,
188

400th Anniversary of Founding of
Jamestown Colony, 189

1892-1934, 182–185
1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition coins, 183
1934-1954, 186–188
1951 Washington-Carver half dollar, 36
about sports, 188
about war, 188
Alabama half dollar, 184
California half dollar, 185
characteristics, 182
Christopher Columbus, 188
circulating, 189–192
defined, 339
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 188
Fort Vancouver half dollar, 185
Grant Memorial coins, 184
Hawaiian half dollar, 185
history, 20, 25
Huguenot-Walloon half dollar, 184

commemorative coins
Isabella quarter dollar, 182, 183
Jefferson and McKinley gold dollar, 183
Lafayette dollar, 183
Lewis and Clark Exposition gold dollars,

183
Lexington-Concord half dollar, 184
Lincoln/Illinois half dollar, 183
Little Rock Central High School

Desegregation, 189
Maine half dollar, 183
Maryland half dollar, 185
McKinley gold dollar, 183
Missouri half dollar, 184
modern, 25, 188–189, 188–192
Monroe Doctrine half dollar, 184
Oregon Trail half dollar, 185
overview, 181
Pilgrim half dollar, 183
presidential $1 coins, 191–192, 333
Sesquicentennial half dollar, 185

Statue of Liberty, 188
Stone Mountain half dollar, 184
tips for collecting, 192–193
Vermont half dollar, 185

commission rate, 302–303
commissions. See transaction costs
common coins, 33, 84, 289, 339
compact fluorescent bulbs, 271
condition, 13, 32, 33, 82–83, 339. See also

grades
Condition Census, 83–84, 339
condition rarity, 32
Confederate coins, 199–200
Connecticut coppers, 98–99
consignment

choosing dealer, 303–304
commission aspects, 302–303
defined, 339
overview, 301–302
selling coins on, 301–302
typical commission, 302–303

contact marks, 259, 339
Continental dollars, 102, 103, 328
copper coins

British, 95–96
in Connecticut, 98–99
dipping, 212
in early U.S. history, 109–124
Fugio cents, 102–103
Higley coppers, 102
Irish, 95
in Massachusetts, 97
in New Jersey, 97–98
in New York, 100
recoloring, 214–215
U.S. half cents, 110–114
in Vermont, 99
in Virginia, 100

costs. See also price guides
auction house fees, 308–310
long-term price trends, 39
transaction costs, 37–39

curated coins, 211
currency, foreign, 240. See also world coins
Customs, 240
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• D •
D (mintmark), 21, 339. See also Denver

mint
Dahlonega, Georgia mint, 21, 163, 165, 166,

168, 173, 174, 176, 198, 199, 336
Dannreuther, John West, 324
dates, collecting by, 36–37
daylight, 271
dealer setup, 225
decadrachm, 66
Deeds, Steve, 306
Delaware Quarter, 23, 24
denarius, 67, 68
denominations, collecting, 36, 163
Denver mint, 21, 129, 163, 186, 335
desiccants, 55
design types, defined, 339
devices, defined, 339
didrachm, 67
die varieties, 88–89, 163, 339
dies, 28, 339
DiGenova, Silvano, 242, 307, 314
dimes, U.S.

Barber dime, 139
Capped Bust, 138
change from silver to low-value clad

metal, 140
collecting, 140–142
Draped Bust, 137–138
major types, 137–140
Mercury head, 139–140
overview, 137
rare, 137
Roosevelt head, 140, 141
Seated Liberty, 138–139

dipped coins, 211–212
dipping, 49, 50, 339
direct marketing, 294–296
doctored coins, 207, 339
dollar coins, U.S. See also gold coins

Anthony dollar, 25, 160
collecting, 161–162
Flowing Hair, 155–156, 329

gold, 164–166
Indian princess gold dollar, 165–166
Liberty-head gold dollar, 164–165
major types, 155–161
Sacajawea dollar, 24–25, 160–161
silver, 155–160

donations, charitable, 299
Double Eagle ($20 gold piece)

1907 Ultra High Relief Double Eagle, 324,
326–327

1927-D Double Eagle, 34–35, 180, 209, 323
1933 Double Eagle, 180, 321–322
defined, 166, 175
Liberty-head, 178
overview, 177
Saint-Gaudens, 179–180
shipwreck recoveries, 34

double-struck, defined, 339
doubloons, 101, 323
drachma, 66
Draped Bust dime, 137–138
Draped Bust half cent, 111–112
Draped Bust half dollar, 150
Draped Bust large cent, 116
Draped Bust silver dollar, 156

• E •
Eagle ($10 gold piece)

defined, 166
First Spouse series, 193
Indian-head, 177
Turban Head, 175–176

Early American Coppers Club, 31, 294
early dates large cents, 114
eBay, 70, 236, 253–254
edge, 28, 340
educational seminars, 31
EF. See Extremely Fine (grade)
Eight Reales coin, 96, 155
Eisenhower dollar, 159–160
electronic exchanges, 235
elements, defined, 340
elephant tokens, 97
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Eliasberg coins, 322, 323, 324, 327
encapsulated coins, 44, 59, 215, 265, 277,

281, 340
England. See British coins
engravers, 28
erasered coins, 213
error coins, 25, 202–204, 340
estimates, defined, 340
Extra Fine. See Extremely Fine (EF or XF)
Extremely Fine (grade), 80, 82, 261, 263, 340
eye appeal, 257, 273–274, 340
eyesight, 269–270

• F •
face value, 20, 61, 186, 188, 189–190, 340
Fair (grade), 261, 263, 340
fake coins, 207–222
Farouk, king of Egypt, 248, 322
farthings, Irish, 95
fasces, 140
fields, defined, 340
50 State Quarters program

as circulatiang commemoratives, 189–191
Delaware Quarter, 23, 24
error coin, 244
overview, 23–24
popularity, 23, 190
timetable, 190

Fine (grade), 261, 263, 340
Finest Known, 82–83, 340
First Spouse $10 gold coins, 193
first strike, defined, 340
five-cent pieces, U.S.

buffalo nickel, 127
collecting, 128–129
Indian-head nickel, 127
Jefferson nickel, 127–128
Liberty-head nickel, 126–127
major types, 126–128
overview, 125–126
shield nickel, 126

flips, 43, 44, 52
Flowing Hair half dime, 134

Flowing Hair half dollar, 149–150
Flowing Hair large cent, 115
Flowing Hair silver dollar, 155–156, 329
fluorescent lighting, 271
Flying Eagle small cent, 120, 196–197
folders, coin, 45–46
follis, 68
foreign currency, 240. See also world coins
foreign languages, 239
Fort Knox, Kentucky, 21
Fort Vancouver half dollar, 185
Frankenfield, J.R., 251
Franklin, Benjamin. See Franklin half dollar
Franklin half dollar, 33, 82–83, 153
Franquinet, Guy, 239
French coins

collecting, 78
as colonial coins, 94
in early U.S., 109
shopping abroad, 238–241

Friedberg, Arthur, 229
Fugio cents, 102–103
full bell lines, Liberty Bell, 82
full strike, defined, 340

• G •
Garrett collection, 39
Gasparro, Frank, 153
Gem Superb Uncirculated (grade), 262
Gem Uncirculated (grade), 262, 341
German coins

collecting, 78
shopping abroad, 238–241
Thalers, 38, 331, 332

Gobrecht, Christian, 118
Gobrecht dollars, 196
gold coins

$2.50 gold pieces, 166–170
$3 gold pieces, 170
$4 gold pieces, 170
$5 gold pieces, 171–175
$10 gold pieces, 175–177
$20 gold pieces, 177–180
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1785 Immune Columbia Constelatio, 328
1822 Half Eagle, 327
1907 Ultra High Relief Double Eagle, 324,

326–327
Brasher doubloon, 101, 323
dipping, 212
Eagle basis, 155, 166
First Spouse series, 193
modern commemoratives, 188–189
overview, 163–164
popularity, 18–19
U.S., 73, 163–180

Gold Coins of the World, 229
gold (metal), 10, 197–198
Gold Rush, California, 165, 197, 198, 325
Goldberg Auctioneers, 306
Goldberg Coins & Collectibles, 324
Goldsmith, Stephen, 307
Good For tokens, 85–86
Good (grade), 261, 263, 341
grades

circulated, 261
defined, 255, 341
eye appeal factor, 257, 273–274
luster factor, 258–259, 274
strike factor, 202, 256–257, 274, 275
technical vs. market grading, 260, 266
uncirculated, 262
wear factor, 259, 275

grading
70-point U.S. scale, 260–264
art vs. science, 255–256
attending seminars, 272
condition vs. value, 266
damaged coins, 265–266
defined, 341
final judgments, 275–276
four factors, 256–260
in future, 266–267
and grading guides, 30
how-to guide, 269–283
market, 260, 266
need for practice, 275–276
net, 265–266

obtaining guides, 270
practicing at coin shows, 276, 277
role of guides in teaching yourself, 273
standards, 79–80, 266–267
technical, 260, 266
third-party, 276–282

grading guides
defined, 30
obtaining, 270
teaching yourself, 273

grading services
and authentication, 281
Coin Dealer Newsletter rankings, 281
evaluating, 280–281
fees for, 281
learning from, 282–283
overview, 276–278
published condition reports, 83–84
top two, 278–279
using prior to selling coins, 290
when to use, 281–282

Grant Memorial coins, 184
Great Britain, 78. See also British coins;

Irish coins
Greek coins, ancient, 66–67
Greysheet, 74, 225
guarantees

by auction companies, 246–247
and authenticity, 220
buyback, 221
and grade, 221
overview, 220–221
unconditional, 220

Guide Book of United States Coins, 229

• H •
haggling, 224–227
half cents, U.S.

Braided Hair, 112–113
Capped Bust, 112
collecting, 89, 113–114
die variety collecting, 89
Draped Bust, 111–112
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half cents, U.S. (continued)
Liberty cap, 110–111
major types, 110–113
Massachusetts, 97, 98
overview, 110

half dimes, U.S. See also five-cent pieces,
U.S.

Capped Bust, 135
collecting, 136–137
Draped Bust, 134–135
Flowing Hair, 134
major types, 134–136
overview, 134
Seated Liberty, 135–136

half dollars, U.S.
Capped Bust, 150–151, 329
collecting, 154–155
Confederate, 199
die variety collecting, 89
Draped Bust, 150
Flowing Hair, 149–150
Franklin, 153
Kennedy, 153
overview, 149
Seated Liberty, 151
Walking Liberty, 152

Half Eagle ($5 gold piece)
1822 Half Eagle, 327
Capped Bust, 172–173
Classic Head, 173
defined, 166
Indian-head, 174–175
Liberty-head, 173–174
overview, 171
Turban Head, 171–172

halfpennies
1793 ship halfpenny, 106
1795 grate halfpenny, 106
Irish, 95
Virginia, 200

halogen lighting, 271
Halperin, James, 242, 273, 306
Hard Times tokens, 85
Hawaiian coins, 185, 201–202

Heritage Auction Galleries, 242, 306, 323,
324

Hibernia farthings, 95
Higley, Dr. Sam, 102
Higley coppers, 102
historical figures, adding to U.S. coins, 128
hoards, 34, 69
Holden, Albert Fairchild, 326
Holden, Emery May, 326–327
holdering, 41–46, 52
home alarm systems, 57
home safes, 56–57
hotel security, 59
How to Grade U.S. Coins, 273
Huguenot-Walloon half dollar, 184

• I •
ICG (Independent Coin Grading) Company,

279–280
In God We Trust inscription, 123
incandescent lighting, 271
income taxes, 317
incomplete strike, defined, 341
Independent Coin Grading (ICG) Company,

279–280
Indian-head $2.50 gold piece, 169–170
Indian-head $5 gold piece, 174–175
Indian-head nickels, 127
Indian-head small cent, 120, 121
Indian princess gold dollar, 165–166
insurance

as auction house question, 308
in consignment selling, 303
overview, 60
questions to ask agent, 60–61

Internet
coin auctions, 252–254
finding coin dealers, 236, 241–242
selling coins online, 295–296
U.S. Mint coin sales, 240

intrinsic value, 163, 341
investments

coin market history, 314
coins as, 313–315
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like-kind exchanges, 316–317
retirement accounts, 315–316

Irish coins
collecting, 78
as colonial coins, 95

Isabella quarter dollar, 182, 183
Ivy, Steve, 242, 306

• J •
Jackson, Andrew, 85
Japanese coins, 78
Jarvis, James, 102–103
Jefferson nickel, 127–128
John Reich Collectors Society, 294
Johnson, B.G., 323

• K •
Kellogg & Company, 198
Kennedy, John F. See Kennedy half dollar
Kennedy half dollar, 153
Kesselman, Stanley, 327
Knight Currency Auctions, 306
Kosoff, Abe, 248
Krause Publications, 228, 229
Kreisberg, Abner, 248

• L •
lacquer, removing, 50–51
Lafayette dollar, 183
language barrier, 239
large cents, U.S.

Braided Hair, 118
chain cent, 115
collecting, 89, 118–119
Draped Bust, 116
early dates, 114
Flowing Hair, 115
late dates, 114, 118
Liberty cap, 116
major types, 114–118
matron head, 117
middle dates, 114, 117

overview, 114
wreath cent, 115, 328

late dates large cents, 114, 118
legends, 28, 341
Leopold I, Holy Roman Emperor, 331, 332
Lewis and Clark Exposition gold dollars,

183
Lexington-Concord half dollar, 184
Liberty and Security penny, 107
Liberty Bell, full bell lines, 82
Liberty image

$1 gold piece, 164–166
$2.50 gold piece, 167–170
$3 gold piece, 170
$4 gold piece, 170–171
$5 gold piece, 171–174
$10 gold piece, 175–177
$20 gold piece, 178
Barber dime, 139
Barber half dollar, 152
Barber quarter, 145–146
Braided Hair half cent, 112–113
Braided Hair large cent, 118
Capped Bust $2.50 gold piece, 167–168
Capped Bust $5 gold piece, 172–173
Capped Bust dime, 138
Capped Bust half cent, 112
Capped Bust half dime, 135
Capped Bust half dollar, 150–151
Capped Bust quarter dollar, 144–145
Classic Head $2.50 gold piece, 168
Classic Head $5 gold piece, 173
Draped Bust dime, 137–138
Draped Bust half cent, 111–112
Draped Bust half dime, 134–135
Draped Bust half dollar, 150
Draped Bust large cent, 116
Draped Bust quarter, 144
Draped Bust silver dollar, 156
Flowing Hair half dime, 134
Flowing Hair half dollar, 149–150
Flowing Hair large cent, 115
Flowing Hair silver dollar, 155–156, 329
on half cent, 110–114
on half dime, 134–136
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Liberty image (continued)
as Indian-head, 177
Indian princess gold dollar, 165–166
on large cent, 114–118
Liberty cap half cent, 110–111
Liberty cap large cent, 116
Liberty-head nickel, 126–127, 322
matron head large cent, 117
Mercury head dime, 139–140
Morgan silver dollar, 158
on nickel, 126–127
peace dollar, 159
Saint-Gaudens $20 gold pieces, 179–180
Seated Liberty dime, 138–139
Seated Liberty half dime, 135–136
Seated Liberty half dollar, 151
Seated Liberty quarter, 145
Seated Liberty silver dollar, 156–157
on silver dollar, 155–159
Standing Liberty quarter, 146–147
trade dollar, 157–158
Turban Head $2.50 gold piece, 167
Turban Head $10 gold piece, 175–176
Walking Liberty half dollar, 152

Liberty Seated Collectors Club, 294
light sources, 270–272
like-kind exchanges, 316–317
Lincoln/Illinois half dollar, 183
Long Beach lighting, 272
Longacre, James, 165–166
Lovett, Robert, Jr., 200
luster, 258–259, 274, 341

• M •
magnifying glasses, 270
Maine half dollar, 183
market grading, 260, 266
Maryland half dollar, 185
Massachusetts

colonial coins, 97, 98
early U.S. coins, 109

mated pair coins, 202
matron-head large cent, 117
McCann, George, 321–322

McKinley gold dollar, 183
Mercury head dime, 139–140
metals, for coins, 10, 12
Mexican coins, 78
middle dates large cents, 114, 117
mint sets, defined, 341
Mint State (MS), 263, 341
mintage, 28, 341
mintmarks

defined, 21, 341
fake, 209
on gold coins, 163
list, 21
from past and present mints, 21
Philadelphia, 37

mints, 28. See also U.S. Mint
Missouri half dollars, 184
Mitchelson, Joseph C., 39
Moffat & Co., 198
moisture, 53, 54–55
Monroe Doctrine half dollar, 184
Morgan, George T., 158
Morgan silver dollar, 158, 227
Mormons, 198
Morris, Gouverneur, 103
Mott token, 101
mottos, 28
MS. See Mint State (MS)
mules, 203
multiple-struck coins, 202, 341
museums

American Numismatic Society, 334
former mint facilities, 336
Smithsonian, 327, 334

• N •
National Numismatic Collection,

Smithsonian Institution, 327, 334
Neil S. Berman, Inc., 242
net grading, 265–266
Netherlands coins, 78
New Jersey

colonial coins, 97–98
early U.S. coins, 109
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New Orleans mint, 21, 34, 151, 163, 199,
257, 336

New York
American Numismatic Society, 334
colonial coins, 100
West Point mint, 21

NGC (Numismatic Guaranty Corporation),
278–279

nickels, U.S.
buffalo nickel, 127
collecting, 128–129
in early U.S. history, 124–129
Indian-head nickel, 127
Jefferson nickel, 127–128
Liberty-head nickel, 126–127, 322
major types, 126–128
overview, 125–126
shield nickel, 126

no return privileges, 219
No Stars Quarter Eagle, 324
Norweb, R. Henry, 327
Nova Constellatio coppers, 103–104
Novas (copper coin), 103–104
Numismatic Bibliomania Society, 294
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC),

253, 278–279
Numismatic News, 29, 30, 228, 295
numismatics

clubs for numismatists, 31
coin collectors vs. numismatists, 17
defined, 16, 341
meeting numismatists, 31–32
overview, 15–17
reading about, 28–30
role of U.S. Mint, 25

Numismedia Web site, 231–232

• O •
O (mintmark), 21, 341. See also New

Orleans mint
obverse

in 50 State Quarters program, 23
defined, 28, 342

off-center, 202, 342

one-cent coins. See also large cents, U.S.;
small cents, U.S.

Confederate, 199, 200
Massachusetts, 97

online auctions
advantages and disadvantages, 241–242
auction catalogs, 252–253
dealer feedback ratings, 236
eBay, 253–254
overview, 252
for selling coins, 295–296

online price guides, 231–232
Oregon Trail half dollar, 185, 192
original, defined, 342
original rolls, 20–21, 342
original toning, 212, 258, 342
overdates, 122, 129, 133, 163, 342
overdipped coins, defined, 342
overgrading, 216, 342

• P •
P (mintmark), 21, 37, 342. See also

Philadelphia mint
Parmellee, Lorin, 323
patterns

1792 silver center cent, 196, 325, 326
1822 Half Eagle, 327
1849 Double Eagle, 325–326
1882 Liberty-head nickel, 197
1907 Ultra-High Relief double Eagle, 324,

326–327
defined, 342
overview, 195–197

PCGS (Professional Coin Grading Service),
278, 280–281

PCGS Set Registry, 83
PCI Coin Grading Service, 280
peace dollar, 159
Perfect Uncirculated (grade), 262
Perry, Dr. Jason, 314
Philadelphia mint. See also U.S. Mint

commemorative coins, 186
gold coins, 163, 166, 169, 178, 325–326
and mintmarks, 21, 37, 163
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Philadelphia mint (continued)
oddball coins, 197
silver coins, 149
visiting, 335

Photograde (grading guide), 273
Piece of Eight coin, 96, 155
Pilgrim half dollars, 183
pioneer gold, 197–198, 342
pioneer gold coins, 197–198
Pitman, John Jay, 251
planchets, 203, 212, 265, 328
planes, carrying coins on, 58–59
plugged coins, defined, 342
Poor (grade), 261, 263, 342
precious metals, as investment, 316
presidential $1 coins, 191–192, 333
prestige sets, defined, 342
price guides

annual, 228–229
defined, 343
monthly, 228
online, 231–232
overview, 30, 227–228
purposes, 223–224
weekly, 228

price lists, 294, 298, 343
pricing coins, 290, 297
Professional Coin Grading Service (PCGS),

74, 82, 83, 253, 278, 280–281
Daily Price Guide, 232

Professional Numismatists Guild (PNG),
242

proof sets, 35, 37, 200, 343
prooflike coins, 212, 343
proofs

Braided Hair half cent as, 112–113
cautions, 264–265
defined, 343
grading issues, 276
handling, 51
luster of, 258
overview, 200–201, 264–265
quality, 28

PVC film, removing, 48, 49

• Q •
quarter dollar, U.S.

50 State Quarters program, 23–24,
189–191, 244, 314

Barber quarter, 145–146
Capped Bust, 144–145
collecting, 147–149
Draped Bust, 144
major types, 144–147
overview, 143–144
Seated Liberty, 145
Standing Liberty, 146–147
Washington head, 147

Quarter Eagle ($2.50 gold piece)
1796 NS Quarter Eagle, 324
1808 Quarter Eagle, 329
Capped Bust, 167–168
Classic Head, 168
defined, 166
Indian-head, 169–170
Liberty-head, 168–169
Turban Head, 167, 172

• R •
recordkeeping, 59–60, 299
Red Book, 225, 229
Redfield, LaVere, 34
Reed, Byron, 39
Reich, John, 144, 294, 327, 329
Reid, Templeton, 198
repaired coins, 214
reserve bids, 309–310
reserve price, 252
restrikes, 199, 200, 343
retail market, 226, 228
retirement accounts, 315–316
return privileges, 218–220, 281
reverse

in 50 State Quarters program, 23
defined, 28, 343

robberies, 59–60
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Roberts, Gilroy, 153
Roman coins, ancient, 67–68
Roman denarius, 32
Roosevelt, Theodore, 326
Roosevelt-Franklin Delano, 140, 141
Ruddy, James F., 273
Russian coins, 78

• S •
S (mintmark), 21, 343. See also San

Francisco mint
Sacajawea dollar

illustrated, 24, 161
metal composition, 24, 191
mistakenly combined with Washington 50

State Quarter, 244
overview, 24–25
popularity, 25, 160–161

safe-deposit boxes, 56–57
safes, home, 56–57
Saint-Gaudens, Augustus, 177, 323, 324, 326
sales taxes, 317
San Francisco mint, 21, 82, 163, 165, 178,

185, 186, 197, 257
scams, 216, 221–222
Scot, Robert, 155, 329
Scotland. See British coins
scrubbed coins, 213
Seated Liberty dime, 138–139
Seated Liberty half dollar, 151
Seated Liberty quarter, 145
Seated Liberty silver dollar, 156–157
SEGS (Sovereign Entities Grading Service),

280
Select Uncirculated (grade), 262
seller’s fees, 309, 343
seller’s remorse, 288
selling, as art form, 296–299
series, defined, 343
Sesquicentennial half dollar, 185
Set Registry, 83
sets

deciding what to collect, 36–37
defined, 343

denomination, 163
type, 163

Sheldon, Dr. William, 33
Sheldon-Breen grading scale, 33, 82,

262–264, 343
shield nickels, 126
shipwrecks, 34
Silver Certificates, 21–22
silver coins. See also dimes, U.S.; silver

dollars, U.S.
half dime, 125
modern commemoratives, 188–189
overview, 131
popularity, 18, 19
three-cent piece, 124, 131–133
toning, 211, 215

silver dollars, U.S. See also dollar coins,
U.S.

1804 Childs silver dollar, 322–323
Anthony dollar, 25, 160
collecting, 161–162
die variety collecting, 89
Draped Bust, 156
Eisenhower dollar, 159–160
Flowing Hair, 155–156, 329
Hawaiian, 201–202
history, 155
Morgan design, 158
paper vs. metal, 23
peace dollar, 159
Redfield hoard, 34
Seated Liberty, 156–157
and Silver Certificates, 21
trade dollar, 157–158, 324

silver (metal)
art bars, 22–23
for coins, 10
and Silver Certificates, 21
in Spanish coins, 96

Sinnock, John, 140
slabs, 44, 45, 266, 278
slidemarks, 46
small cents, U.S.

collecting, 122–123
Flying Eagle, 120, 196–197
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small cents, U.S. (continued)
Indian-head, 120, 121
Lincoln type, Memorial reverse, 121
Lincoln type, wheat ears reverse, 120–121
major types, 120–121
overview, 119

Smithsonian Institution, National
Numismatic Collection, 327, 334

Smythe (numismatic auction house), 307
Sovereign Entities Grading Service (SEGS),

280
Spanish coins

collecting, 78
as colonial coins, 96
in early U.S., 109
shopping abroad, 238–241

Sperber, Laura, 322, 324
S.S. Brother Jonathan, 34
S.S. Central America, 34
St. Patrick farthings, 95
Stacks (numismatic auction house), 307
Standard Catalog of World Coins, 80
standards, 10, 79–80, 266–267
Standing Liberty quarter, 146–147
Stone Mountain half dollar, 184
strikes

characteristics, 274–275
defined, 343
double, 202
fragmentary, 202
off-center, 202
overview, 256–257

stripped coins, 214–215
struck coins, 28, 343
successful bidders, 250, 343
Superb Uncirculated, 82
Superior Galleries (numismatic auction

house), 307, 322
surface

cleaning, 46–51
defined, 344
doctoring issues, 210–215
eye appeal, 257, 273–274
handling, 51–54
luster, 258–259, 274
wear, 259, 275

Susan B. Anthony dollar. See Anthony
dollar

Swiss America Trading Corp., 242
Swiss coins, 78
Switt, Israel, 322

• T •
Talbot, Allum & Lee (TAL) tokens, 95–96
Tangible Investments, Inc., 242
tarnish, 48, 49, 50
taxes, 315–317
technical grading, 260, 266
tensor lamps, 271
tetradrachms, 66, 67
Thalers (German coin), 38, 331, 332
third-party grading. See grading services
three-cent nickels, 124–125
three-cent silver coins

collecting, 133
major types, 132
overview, 131–132

tokens
British coins, 105–107
Civil War, 86–87
defined, 344
elephant, 97
Good For, 85–86
Hard Times, 85
Mott, 101
TAL, 95–96

toning
artificial, 215, 258, 274
defined, 19, 344
by dipping, 211
and eye appeal, 257, 274
as matter of taste, 258

toning
natural, 212, 258
removing, 48–50
in silver coins, 211, 215
and wear, 259

tours
Denver mint, 335
former mint facilities, 336
Philadelphia mint, 335
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trade dollars, 157–158, 324
trade papers, about numismatics, 29, 30,

228, 229, 295
transaction costs, 37–39
tubes, coin, 46
Turban Head $2.50 gold piece, 167
Turban Head $5 gold piece, 171–172
Turban Head $10 gold piece, 175–176
20/50/30 rule, 298–299
20-cent pieces, U.S., 142–143
20-dollar gold piece, 32, 34–35
two-cent pieces, U.S., 123–124
type, defined, 344
type sets, 163

• U •
Ultra High Relief Double Eagle, 324,

326–327
Uncirculated (grade), 80, 82, 260, 262, 263,

276
unconditional guarantees, 220
undergrading, 217, 344
Unity States cent, 104–105
U.S. coins

colonial, 93–107
Confederate, 199–200
dime, 137–142
half-cent, 110–114
half dime, 134–137
history, 12–13, 109–110
large-cent, 114–118
market overview, 71–72
nickel, 125–129
patterns, 195–197
popularity, 72–73
quarter dollar, 143–149
small-cent, 119–123
ten most valuable, 321–324
three-cent nickel, 124–125
three-cent silver, 131–133
20-cent piece, 142–143
two-cent piece, 123–124

U.S. Mint. See also Philadelphia mint
50 State Quarters program, 23–24,

189–191, 244, 314
and 1933 Double Eagle coin, 180, 321–322

chief engraver, 329
commemorative coins, 20, 23–24, 25,

189–191, 314
Denver mint, 335
error coins, 25
facilities, 21, 335
former mint facilities, 336
headquarters, 21
history, 105, 109
and mintmarks, 21, 163
modern commemorative coins, 188–189
and numismatics, 25
online coin sales, 240
pattern coins, 195–197
proof coins, 200–201
Sacajawea dollar, 24–25
taking children to, 335–336
virtual tour, 336
Web site, 333, 336

• V •
Vermont

colonial coins, 99
early U.S. coins, 109
half dollar, 185

Very Fine (grade), 80, 261, 263, 344
Very Good (grade), 261, 263, 344
VF. See Very Fine (grade)
VG. See Very Good (grade)
Virginia, colonial coins, 100
Voigt, Henry, 328

• W •
W (mintmark), 21
Wal-Mart, 24
Walking Liberty half dollar, 152
Wallis, Frank, 244
warranties, 246–247. See also guarantees
Washington, George

commemorative coins, 104–107
medals, 87–88
presidential $1 coin, 191–192
Washington-head large eagle cent, 105
Washington-head quarter, 147, 204
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Washington-Carver commemorative 
half dollar, 36

Wass, Molitor & Co., 198
wear, 259, 275, 344
Web sites

Numismedia, 231–232
price guides, 231–232
Smithsonian, 334
starting places, 332–333
U.S. Mint, 333, 336

Weinman, Adolph, 139–140
West Point, New York mint, 21
Wheaties (coin), 23
whizzed coins, 213
wholesale prices, 225
Wood, William, 95
Woodward, Elliiot, 323
world coins

collecting by country, 75–76
collecting by date, 77
collecting by denomination, 76
collecting crowns, 76

collecting topically, 77
defined, 344
grading standards, 79–80
overview, 75–79
pricing, 229

wreath cents, 115, 328

• X •
XF. See Extremely Fine (grade)

• Y •
Yahoo! Auctions

dealer feedback ratings, 236
year sets, defined, 344
Yeoman, R.S., 229
Young, Brigham, 198

• Z •
Zabriskie, Andrew, 323
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