
Index

abandonment, 37
acrobatic, personality trait, 15
acupuncture, 89
adoptions, 37
adult birds, sources, 34–37
aerobics, 111
anatomy, 10, 82–88
animal bites, 96
apartment dwellers, ownership, 33–34
appearance, health indicator, 38
appetite, 38
apteria, unfeathered skin patches, 85
Aratinga, versus Pyrrhura, 13–14, 37–38
Association of Avian Veterinarians, 88
attention-getting behavior, 111
attentiveness, ownership, 34
Austral Conure (Enicognathus ferrugineus),

18–19
avian flu, cautions/concerns, 103
avian veterinarians, 36, 88–92, 122
Aztec Conure (Aratinga nana astec), 19

baby birds, acquisition sources, 34–36
background noise, stress relief, 62
bamboo cages, avoiding, 43
bands, leg, 36
bars, cage selection guidelines, 42–43
bathrooms, 47, 52–53
baths, 17, 72–73, 111
beaks, 96, 111, 118
behaviors, 37, 111–119
birdie aerobics behavior, 111
birdnaps behavior, 111
birds

dinosaur links, 14–15
good health indicators, 38

leg bands, 36
new household introduction, 39
ownership reasons, 33–34

bird shows, acquisition source, 35
bird specialty stores, 35–36
biting behavior, 112
Black-Capped Conure (Pyrrhura 

rupicola), 20
bleeding, emergency first aid, 97–98
blood feathers, emergency first aid, 98
blood workups, health care, 92
blow dryers, bath time uses, 17
Blue-Crown Conure (Aratinga 

acuticaudata), 20
boarding services, veterinarians, 122
breathing, 38, 98
breeders, 12–13, 34, 36
breeds/varieties, 18–32
Brown-Throated Conure (Aratinga 

pertinax), 21
burns, emergency first aid, 98–99

Cactus Conure (Aratinga cactorum), 21
cages, 17, 42–47, 61, 120
candles, household hazards, 55
canned/frozen foods, 68
cardiovascular system, 83–84
ceiling fans, hazard, 55
cere, health indicator, 38
cheerfulness, personality trait, 15
chemical fumes, hazards, 55–56
Cherry-Headed Conure (Aratinga 

erythrogenys), 22
chewing, 37, 43, 46, 62, 113
classified ads, acquisition source, 35
cleaning products, 47, 55–56
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cloacal prolapse, first aid guidelines, 99
coated bars, cage selection guidelines, 42
common names versus scientific names, 13
companionship, ownership reason, 34
concrete, perch material, 49
concussions, emergency first aid, 99
contour feathers, outer feathers, 85
conure bleeding syndroms, 93
cookware, nonstick, 56
covers, cage, 44, 46, 58
Cuban conure (Aratinga euops), 12

dairy products, protein source, 68
death, grief support, 107
digestive system, anatomy, 84–85
dinosaurs, bird links, 14–15
dishes, 48, 58
doors, cage selection, 43
droppings, 59–60, 126
dryers/washers, household hazards, 55
Dusky Conure (Aratinga weddelli), 22

eagle pose, trick training, 134
ears, anatomy element, 87
eaten (inhaled) foreign objects, 100
egg binding, first aid, 99–100
eggs, protein source, 68
emergency first aid, 96
entryway (hallway), cage location, 47
environments, climates/terrains, 11
equipment, 42–52, 67, 97
escape artists, 17, 43, 79–80
Europe, conure development history, 12
external bleeding, first aid, 97–98
eyes, 38, 86–87, 100, 113

feathers, 38, 74–79, 85–86, 94–95,
113–115

fecal analysis, health care test, 92
fecal material, health indicator, 59–60
feet, 73–74, 87–88
feral flocks, Southern California, 50
Finsch’s Conure (Aratinga finschi), 23
first aid kit, components, 97
flighted birds, recovery, 79–80
flight feathers, 85

flooring, 46–47, 58
fluffing behavior, 113
foods, 11, 58, 65–71
fractures, emergency first aid, 100
freezers, household hazards, 55
friends/relatives, pet sitters, 121–122
frostbite, emergency first aid, 100
frozen/canned foods, health, 68
fruits, nutrition requirements, 67–68
fumes, 47, 55–56, 74

galvanized wire cages, health issues, 43
games, bird/owner activities, 63–64
genus, scientific name importance, 13
giardia, feather picking concerns, 95
gloves, taming, 125
Gold-Capped Conure (Aratinga 

auricapilla), 23
grains, nutritional guidelines, 66–67
gravel paper (sandpaper), 47, 49
great escape, 63
Green-Cheeked Conure (Pyrrhura 

molinae), 23–24
grit, use guidelines, 69
grooming, 72–79
ground corncobs, cage tray flooring, 46

Half-Moon Conure (Aratinga canicularis),
24–25

hallway (entryway), cage location, 47
handling, taming techniques, 123–125
head nod, trick training, 133–134
health insurance, benefits, 91
health problems. See individual problem
hearing, sense component, 87
herbal remedies, 89
high-traffic areas, cage location, 47
holidays, health hazard issues, 62
holistic veterinarians, 89
home improvement projects, 56
home office, household hazards, 55
homeopathic treatments, 89
houseplants, safe/unsafe varieties, 53

inhaled (eaten) foreign objects, 100
injected medications, 105–106
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inquisitiveness, personality trait, 15
insurance, health, 91
intelligence, personality trait, 15
interactivity, 34, 63–64

jars, sprouting, 67
Jenday Conure (Aratinga jandaya), 25

kitchens, 47, 53–54
kits, first aid, 97

lead poisoning, first aid guidelines, 101
leg bands, 36
legs, health indicator, 38
legumes, nutritional guidelines, 66–67
lifestyles, ownership, 33–34
liners, cage, 46–47, 58
living rooms, household hazards, 54–55
location, cage setup element, 45, 47
loud calls, personality trait, 16

manzanita branches, perch material, 49
Maroon-Bellied Conure (Pyrrhura 

frontjalis), 25
Maroon-Tailed Conure (Pyrrhura 

melanura), 26
meats, protein source, 68
mechanic, bird/owner activity, 63
medications, administration, 104–106
microbiological exams, 92
minerals, nutrition requirements, 65
mirrors, toy use guidelines, 52
mite protectors, health hazard, 74
Mitred Conure (Aratinga mitrata), 26–27
mouth/tongue, 86, 118
musculoskeletal system, 82–83

nails, clipping, 73–74
Nanday Conure (Nandayus nenday), 27
nares (nostrils), sneezing, 118
native habitats, 11
nervous system, anatomy element, 83
nesting sites, native environments, 11
newsprint, cage tray flooring, 46–47
nonstick cookware, toxic fumes, 56
nostrils (nares), sneezing, 118

observation, everyday care element, 58
older birds, care guidelines, 106–107
one-foot resting behavior, 115
oral medications, 104–105
outgoing, personality trait, 15
overheating, first aid, 101–102

paper products, cage tray flooring, 
46–47

papillomas, benign tumors, 93
parasites, feather picking concerns, 95
Patagonia Conure (Cyanoliseus patagonus),

27–28
Peach-Fronted Conure (Aratinga aurea), 28
peek-a-boo, bird/owner activity, 64
pelleted foods, nutrition requirements, 71
people food, 69, 70
perches, 45, 48–49, 61
personality traits, 15–17, 111–119
pest control chemicals, toxic fume, 56
pet loss, grief support, 107
pet sitters, guidelines, 121–122
pets (other household), 57
petting, taming techniques, 125
play dead, trick training, 134–135
playfulness, personality trait, 15
playgyms, 49–50, 61
playtime, 38, 58, 63–64
poisoning, first aid guidelines, 102
possessiveness behavior, 114
posture, 16–17, 38, 117 
potty training, guidelines, 126
preen gland, feather treatment, 86
preening behavior, 114–115
preowned parrots, acquisition source, 37
proteins, nutrition requirements, 68–69
psittacine beak and feather disease 

syndrome (PBFDS), symptoms, 94
pterylae, feather follicles, 85
PVC tubes, perch material, 49
Pyrrhura versus Aratinga, 13–14, 37–38

quarantines, vacation travel, 121
Queen of Bavaria Conure (Aratinga

guarouba), 29
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questions, veterinarian, 88–91
quills, feather shaft, 85

rachis, upper feather shaft, 85
Red-Fronted Conure (Aratinga wagleri), 30
Red-Throated Conure (Aratinga

holochlora rubritorquis), 30
regurgitating behavior, 115
relatives/friends, pet setters, 121–122
rental leases, bird ownership, 33–34
resources, 136–139
respiratory system, 83, 98
rope, perch material, 49

sand, cage tray flooring, 46
sandpaper (gravel paper), 47, 49
scientific names, importance, 13
screaming behavior, 115–117
seasonal needs, molting care, 78–79
seasonal weather, health concerns, 60–62
seeds, 66–67
seizures, emergency first aid, 102
semiplume feathers, 85
sensory organs, anatomy element, 86–88
shell game, bird/owner activity, 63
shock, emergency first aid, 102, 104
skin, anatomy element, 81–82
sleeping behavior, 15–17
Slender-Billed Conure (Enicognathus 

leptorhynchus), 31
smell, sense component, 87
sneezing behavior, 111, 118
socialization, 38, 58, 63–64
specialty stores, acquisition, 35–36
sprouted seeds, food uses, 67
step up/step down, taming, 125
stress bars/lines, feathers, 86
stress, health concerns, 117
stress relief, background noise, 62
Sun Conure (Aratinga solstitalis), 32
supplements, nutrition requirements, 69

tail feathers, 75, 85
talking birds, training, 127–131
taste, sense component, 86

tasting/testing (things) behavior, 118
temperatures, 47, 70–62
termite mounds, nesting sites, 11
terracotta, perch material, 49
tofu, protein source, 68
toilet training, guidelines, 126
topical medications, administration, 106
touch, sense component, 87–88
toxic fumes, household hazards, 55–56
toys, 45, 50–52, 61, 111
training, 123–135
travel, guidelines, 121–122
trays, 44, 58
trick training, 131–135
tug-of-war, bird/owner activity, 64
tuna, protein source, 68

Unites States, conure history, 12–13

vacations, travel guidelines, 121–122
vegetables, 67–68
vents, health indicator, 38
veterinarians. See avian veterinarians
vision, sense component, 86–87
vitamins, 65, 67–68
vocalizations, 16, 37–38, 111, 115–117,

119, 127–131

wagon ride, trick training, 133
walnut shells, cage tray flooring, 46
washers/dryers, household hazards, 55
water, 58, 60, 70
weather, seasonal needs, 60–62
West Indies, conure history, 12
White-Eyed Conure (Aratinga 

leucophthalmus), 32
wings, 74–80
wooden cages, 43

x-rays, health care examination, 92

yawning behavior, 119

zoonotic diseases, avian flu, 103

Index 143

18_747149 bindex.qxd  1/27/06  11:05 PM  Page 143


