
Index
• A •
AA Pet Friendly Places to Stay 2008 (UK) 

(AA Publishing), 270

abandoned pet, 61

abandonment reasons, ownership, 56

abdominal bloating, 143, 253

abdominal pain, hunched posture, 147, 253

abscesses, health issue, 147

ABVP (American Board of Veterinary 

Practitioners), 267

activities

ARBA, 63, 231

breed clubs, 63

conformation shows, 225–230

exercise. See exercise

4-H clubs, 220–221, 230–231

games, 214–216

grief recovery, 170–171

House Rabbit Society (HRS), 220

indoor rabbit bonding, 73

play, 211–218, 263

proactive types, 221–222

rabbit hopping, 216, 222–225

regional rabbit clubs, 219–220

rescue clubs, 221–222

activity clubs, 219–222, 268. See also 4-H

acupressure/acupuncture, 164

adolescent (teenage) rabbits, 26, 196–197

adoption

adult rabbits compared to baby 

bunnies, 58

breeders, 62–65

classifi ed ads pros/cons, 65–66

fees, 57

grief recovery, 172

pet stores, 66–67

rescue groups, 55, 221

screening process, 56–57

selection criteria, 67–68

shelters, 55, 56

adult rabbits, 26, 58, 165–166

AEMV (Association of Exotic Mammal 

Veterinarians), 134–135, 267

age, selection criteria, 26, 58

aggressiveness, behavior problem, 197, 201

agouti pattern, 37

airline carriers, 238, 239, 240–241, 243

airplanes, cautions/concerns, 239, 243–245

alfalfa, 95

alfalfa-based pellets, 95, 96, 99

allergies (human), hay alternatives, 95

alternative healthcare, 164

American, breed, 35, 41

American Board of Veterinary Practitioners 

(ABVP), 267

American Chinchilla, breed, 35, 45, 272

American Fuzzy Lop, breed, 35, 42, 272

American Rabbit Breeders Association 

(ARBA)

activities, 63, 231

breeder resource, 64

breeds, 5, 34, 231

qualifying legs, 232

registration process, 230, 232, 271

rules/regulations, 231

shows, 64, 225

Standard of Perfection, 226–227

tattoo regulations, 226, 227, 232

Web site, 257

American Sable, breed, 35, 42, 272

anatomy, 10, 17

anemia, 146

anesthesia, 138, 232

Angora, breed, 31, 35, 36, 42–43, 274

animal control agencies, 55

animal control agency, 60, 61

antibiotics, 163

apartments, ownership consideration, 15

appetite, loss of, 143, 145, 146, 149, 253

ARBA. See American Rabbit Breeders 

Association (ARBA)

arthritis, 165

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center, 251
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aspen litter, 76

Association of Exotic Mammal 

Veterinarians (AEMV), 134–135, 267

automobiles, 180

automobiles, cautions/concerns, 239, 

241–242, 243

• B •
baby bunnies (kits), 51

bacteria

Bordetella bronchiseptica, 158, 159

Clostridium piliforme, 161

enteritis cause, 143

enterotoxemia cause, 144–145

infectious disease cause, 158

Pasteurella multocid, 158, 159

respiratory ailments, 158–159

venereal disease cause, 161

balls, toy use, 211, 212, 214

barbering (hair pulling), 206

barbiturates, euthanasia use, 166–167

Barish, E. (Vacationing with Your Pet), 270

basement, indoor cage placement, 82

Bass Equipment, 269

baths, 20, 111–112

batting, diversion for hitting, 201

Baylisascaris (roundworms), 156

bedding, 76, 77

behavior problems

barbering (hair pulling), 206

biting/nipping, 177, 198–200

chewing, 85–87, 202–203

digging, 87–88

dominance, 197, 199, 204

exercise lack, 121

fi ghting, 204–205

food aggression biting, 198–199

hitting, 201

inappropriate urination, 137, 205

kicking, 176, 200–201

nervous personality, 207

nervous shaking, 206–207

self-defense biting, 200

when to say “no,” 195–196

Belgian Hare, breed, 35, 43, 271

Bermuda grass, 94

Best Little Rabbit, Rodent & Ferret House, 

269

Beveren, breed, 35, 43, 271

binki, play activity, 218

Binky Bunny, 258

binky-ing, body language, 176

birds, co-existence, 181

biting/nipping, 177, 198–200

bladder sludge, 146

bladder stone (urolithiasis), 145–146, 147

Blanc de Hotot, breed, 47

blaze (stripe), 45

bleeding, emergency indicator, 254

blindness, 165

blood in urine, emergency indicator, 

145, 250

boarding, 236–237

body conformation, 225–227

body language, 74, 175–178, 263

body map, 10, 17

body temperature, 9–10, 14, 149–150, 252

bonding, 73, 171–172, 187–188

bone density, 120

bones, broken, 254

Bordetella bronchiseptica, infection, 

158, 159

Bordetellosis, 159

bowls, food, 76

Brambley Hedge Rabbit Rescue, 268

breed clubs, 41

breed standards, 65, 225

breeders, 62–65

breeding, ownership reason, 34

breeds, 35–39, 41–54

brindle pattern, 37

bristle brush, grooming tool, 106

Britannia Petite, breed, 35, 44, 272

britches (back body), 45

British Rabbit Council, 271

broken bone, emergency indicator, 254

broken pattern, 37

brome grass, 94

brushes, grooming tools, 106

brushing, 20, 31, 105, 113–115

buckets, toy use, 126

bucks (males), 28

Bunny Adobe Condos, 258

bunny garden, food supply source, 96

bunny runs, 124–125

burial options, 169

burns, emergency indicator, 255
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• C •
cages

carriers, 238, 239, 240–241, 243

criteria, 80–81

exercise pens, 82–83, 121, 124, 129

go in command, 192

indoor placement, 81–82

multi-tiered, 81

purchasing, 79–82

space requirements, 80

calici virus, 162

Californian, breed, 35, 44, 273

carbohydrates, 102–103

cardboard boxes, toy use, 126, 211, 214

carpet cleaner, travel guidelines, 240

carpets, 85, 87, 240

carriers, 238, 239, 240–241, 243

cars, cautions/concerns, 180, 241–242, 243

cat/dog foods, cautions/concerns, 103

catnip mice, toys use, 211

cats, co-existence, 184–185

cautions/concerns

airplanes, 239, 243–245

automobiles/cars, 180, 241–242, 243

cat/dog foods, 103

lighting, 82

Rex brushing, 113

supplements, 102

cecotropes

in cage, health issue, 12

defi ned, 12, 94

soft stools, 142–143

cecum, defi ned, 11

cedar litter, 76, 77

cellulose litter, 76

Champagne d’Argent, breed, 35, 44, 273

Checkered Giant, breed, 35, 44, 272

checkups

annual, 22, 263

daily, 263

eight-point check, 138–139

Chelyletiella parasitovorax (fur mites), 

153–154

chemicals, olfactory sense, 13

chew blocks, 79

chewing, 85–86, 202–203

children

age, for respecting rabbit, 15

carrying rabbits, 33

co-existence, 186

4-H clubs, 220–221

rabbit as gift, 17

responsibility acceptance, 21

Chinchilla, breed, 35, 44

chinning, territory marking, 175–176

chiropractic care, 164

choosing a rabbit, 18, 25, 67–68

Cinnamon, breed, 35, 45, 273

circling, body language, 176

classifi ed ads, purchasing pros/cons, 65–66

cleaners, olfactory sense, 13

cleaning

cages, 92

litter box, 91

outdoor areas, 126–127

ownership responsibility, 91–92

pens, 127

urination/defacation, 91

cleaning house, bonding activity, 73

clippers, grooming tool, 106

clipping nails, 20, 115–117

close coupled, defi ned, 47

Clostridium piliforme (Tyzzer’s disease), 

161

Clostridium species, enterotoxemia cause, 

144

clothing, conformation shows, 229

clubs

4-H, 220–221

ARBA, 63, 231

children-friendly, 220–221

House Rabbit Society (HRS), 220

national breed clubs, 63

proactive activities, 221–222

Rabbit Hopping Organization of America 

(RHOA), 215, 223

referrals, 135

regional rabbit clubs, 219–220

rescue clubs, 221–222

clucking, vocal communication, 178

coat types

mixed breeds, 31–32

purebreds, 36, 38–39

colony, defi ned, 13
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color patterns, purebreds, 36

colors. See also pattern groups

coats, 38–39

urinary tract infection, 145, 250, 262

combs, grooming tools, 106

come command, 189–190

commands

come, 189–190

go in, 192

hop up, 188

jump, 190–191

no, 195–196

sit up, 191

communal burial, 169

communication, 74, 175–178, 263

companionship, ownership reason, 29

competition. See showing

compost, rabbit droppings, 91

conformation, 65, 225, 227

conformation shows

ARBA, 64, 225

body conformation, 65, 225, 227

clothing/shoes, 229

disinfectant, 228

entry cards, 227

fi rst-time attendance, 226–230

fl esh, 227

foods, 228

grooming tools, 228

judge’s card, 228–229

judging categories, 231–232

pedigree, 228

proper position, 227

pros/cons, 226

show remarks cards, 227–228

Standard of Perfection, 226–227

standards, 225

tattoos, 227, 232

travel, 229

containers, rabbit-proofi ng yard, 129

convulsions, emergency indicator, 255

corn cob bedding, 76

costs

adoption fees, 57

hotels/motels, 245–246

ownership, 16

pet cemetery/cremation, 169

spay/neuter, 136, 138

veterinarians, 136, 262

cotton swabs, grooming tool, 107, 118

County Extension offi ce, 64

creative writing, grief recovery, 172

cremation, burial option, 169

Crème d’Argent, breed, 35, 45, 273

crepuscular, defi ned, 11

cuddling, body language, 179

Cuterebra fl y, 155

cystitis, 145–146

• D •
dam, defi ned, 63

dampness, cage placement, 82

dead rabbit disposal, 169

deafness, 165

death, 167, 168

debris, rabbit-proofi ng yard, 129

defecation

cleaning, 91

uncontrolled, 137

dental disease, 148–149, 251

depression, health issue, 146, 147

dermatophytosis (ringworm), 159–160

dewclaw, defi ned, 117

dewlap, defi ned, 10, 120

diarrhea, 142, 145, 250, 251, 262

diet

changes, 94

enteritis cause, 143

hairball cause, 32

obesity cause, 120

protein rich, 12

soft stool cause, 142–143, 262

digestive system, 10–12, 94. See also 
gastrointestinal (GI) tract

digging

behavior problem, 87–88

play activity, 203, 218

rabbit-proofi ng yard, 129

disabled, 163–164

disciplining, 195–197

discussion groups, grief recovery, 171, 172

diseases. See also infectious diseases

cancer, 137, 165

dental disease, 148–149, 251

endometritis, 139

foot disease, 150–151

inner ear disease, 150
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intervertebral disc disease, 152

kidney (renal) disease, 146, 165

systemic disease, 152

venereal disease, 161

disinfectant, conformation shows, 228

does (females), 28

barbering (hair pulling), 206

endometritis, 139

false pregnancies, 139, 200

mammary gland disorders, 139

pregnancy toxemia, 139

pyometra, 139

queen doe, 179

sex determination, 27

spaying benefi ts, 139

supplements, 102

uterine adenocarcinoma, 139

uterine aneurysm, 139

dogs, co-existence, 181–183

domesticated rabbits, 60

dominance problems, 197, 199, 204

dominant stance, body language, 180

donations, grief recovery, 172

dropping food, health issue, 149

droppings

composting, 91

soft compared to hard stools, 142–143

Dutch, breed, 35, 45, 272

Dwarf Hotot, breed, 35, 46, 272

dwarfs

compared to giants, 46

described, 33

• E •
E. coli, enterotoxemia cause, 144

E. cuniculi (Encephalitozoon cuniculi), 163

ear mites, 118, 153

eardrops, 144

ears

described, 13–14

eight-point check, 138

grooming, 20, 115, 118

infections, 149

inner ear disease, 150

scratching, health issue, 153

shaking, body language, 177

Easter, avoiding rabbits as gifts, 17

eating meals, bonding activity, 73

educational organizations, 267

elderly rabbits, 165–166

electrical cords, chewing, 85, 86, 87

emergencies, planning guidelines, 249, 251

emergency indicators, 250–256

emotional commitments, ownership, 16

emotions, grieving, 170–171

Encephalitozoon cuniculi, 155, 163

Encephalitozoonosis, 155–156

English Angora, breed, 35, 42

English Lop, breed, 35, 48

English Spot, breed, 35, 46, 272

enteritis, 143

enterotoxemia, 144–145

entry cards, conformation shows, 227

equipment

bedding, 77

bottles, 77

cages, 79–82

chew blocks, 79

conformation shows, 228

exercise pens, 82–83, 121, 124, 129

food bowl/feeder, 76

grooming tools, 106

harness, 192–194

hayrack, 78

leash, 192, 193, 194

litter, 76

litter box, 75

nest box, 77, 78

sand box, 88, 218

squirt gun/water bottle, 30, 185, 196

syringe, 144

toys, 79, 211–214

travel guidelines, 239–244

water bottles, 77

Etherbun, 258

euthanasia, 166–169

examinations, 22, 137, 170

excessive salivation, health issue, 149, 251

exercise

daily time requirements, 14, 262

indoor rabbit activities, 121–122

lazy rabbits, 125–126

obesity concerns, 120

outdoor rabbit activities, 122–123

placement of exercise area, 124

rabbit-proofi ng yard, 121

requirements, 121
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exercise pens, 82–83, 121, 124, 129

exotics, 134

eyedrops, 144

eyes

eight-point check, 138

health issues, 148, 149

• F •
false pregnancies, 200

family, ownership, 14–16, 21

fancier, defi ned, 62

fearfulness, nervous shaking, 206–207

feeders, food containers, 76

feeding, 10–12, 19, 62, 76. See also foods

fees. See costs

feet, infl ammation, 150–151

females. See does (females)

fencing, 82, 83

ferrets, co-existence, 181

fi ber, 11, 19

fi ghting, behavior problem, 204–205

fi rst aid, 22

fi rst-aid kit, 79, 140

fi tness, 119–126, 262. See also exercise

fl ashlight, grooming tool, 106

fl attening, body language, 176

fl ea comb, grooming tool, 106

fl eas, 110, 154

Flemish Giant, breed, 35, 46, 274

fl esh, show requirement, 227

fl ies, 154–155

fl ooring, 80, 82

fl op, relaxed position, 177

Florida White, breed, 35, 46, 273

fl ying. See airplanes, cautions/concerns

food aggression, biting reason, 198–199

food bowl/feeder, 76

food dropping, health issue, 149

foods

alfalfa-based pellets, 95

carbohydrate avoidance, 102–103

cat/dog foods, cautions/concerns, 103

changes in diet, 94

conformation shows, 228

dropping, health issue, 149

fi ber importance, 94

fresh, 261–262

fruits, 97

garden, 96

grazers, 94, 96

greens, 95, 96–97, 262

hand-feeding, 62

hay, 94–95, 261

pickiness, 149

serving size guidelines, 96, 99–100

supplements, 102

timothy-based pellets, 95, 96, 97

travel guidelines, 235, 239

treats, 101–102

vegetables, 96–97, 262

water, 94, 262

foot disease, 150–151

foster homes, 59, 222

4-H

activities, 220–221, 230–231

breeder resource, 63–64

children-friendly, 220–221

club referrals, 135

fracture, emergency indicator, 254

French Angora, breed, 35, 42–43

French Lop, breed, 35, 49

fresh air, 262

fruits, 97

fun times, indoor rabbit benefi ts, 74

fungi, 158

fur mites (Chelyletiella parasitovorax, 

walking dandruff), 153–154

furnishings (hair), 43

furniture

chewing, 85, 86

digging, 88

fur/skin, eight-point check, 139

• G •
games, 214–216

gardens, rabbit food supply source, 96

gastrointestinal function, 120

gastrointestinal (GI) tract, 142–145, 250, 

252. See also digestive system

gender, 18, 27, 28

genetics, 23, 207

genital area, eight-point check, 139

geriatric, defi ned, 137

Giant Angora, breed, 35, 43

Giant Chinchilla, breed, 35, 45, 273
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giants

compared to dwarfs, 46

described, 33

go in command, 192

Grand Championship, 232

grass hay, 94

grass hay-based pellets, 98

gravel, positive digging option, 218

grazers, defi ned, 93

greens, food types, 95, 96–97, 262

grieving, 170–171

grooming

overview, 20

baths, 111

belly-up position avoidance, 110

benefi ts, 105

brushing, 113–114

conformation shows, 228

daily exercise requirements, 120, 121

ears, 20, 115, 118

eye/ear/teeth examination, 111

handling properly, 107–110

jaw line examination, 111

longhair coat brushing, 114–115

lump/sore examination, 110–111

massage, 264

matted feces/urine, 112

overview, 264

parasite examination, 110

shedding issues, 116

toenail clipping, 20, 115–117

tools, 106

travel guidelines, 240

trust-building techniques, 108–110

growling, vocal communication, 178

guard hair, 37, 50

• H •
hair pulling (barbering), 206

hairballs, myth of, 32

handling, 108–110

hand-raising, 62

Harlequin, breed, 35, 47, 272

harness, 192–194

Harriman, M. (House Rabbit Handbook: 
How to Live with an Urban Rabbit), 201

Havana, breed, 35, 47, 273

Hawaii, quarantine restrictions, 245

hay, 78, 94–95

hayrack, 78

head butting, body language, 177

head shaking, health issue, 149, 153

head shapes, mixed breeds, 32

head tilt (torticollis), 150, 255

health certifi cate, travel requirement, 

244, 245

health guarantees, pet stores, 67

health issues

abscesses, 147

anesthesia, 138, 232

appetite, loss of, 143, 145, 146, 149, 253

arthritis, 165

bladder stone (urolithiasis), 145–146, 147

cecotropes in cage, 12

convulsions, 255

dental disease, 147, 251

diarrhea, 142, 145, 250, 251, 262

ear infections, 149

endometritis, 139

euthanasia reasons, 166

false pregnancies, 139

food dropping, 149

gastrointestinal (GI) tract, 142–145

head tilt (torticollis), 150

heatstroke, 149–150, 252

hind limb weakness, 152

indoor compared to outdoor rabbits, 

72–73

infectious diseases, 157–158

infl ammation of the feet, 150–151

inner ear disease, 150

intervertebral disc disease, 152

kidney (renal) disease, 146, 165

labored breathing, 149, 252

malocclusion, 32, 147

mammary gland disorders, 139

nasal discharge, 149

obesity, 99, 100, 101, 102, 120, 151–152

osteoporosis, 120

overheating, 4

overweight, 99, 100, 101, 120. See also 

obesity

pain signals, 141

paralysis, 152

parasites, 152–156

pet store concerns, 66–67

pickiness about foods, 149
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health issues (continued)

pneumonia, 252

pododermatitis (sore hocks), 

120, 150–151

postmortem examinations (necropsy), 

170

pregnancy toxemia, 139

pyometra, 139

respiratory ailments, 86, 158–159

restlessness, 143

salivation, excessive, 149, 251

seizures, 255

snuffl es, 158

spay/neuter benefi ts, 29, 137, 139

spinal injury, 12

stools, 142–143, 250, 252, 262

sudden weakness, 145, 256

teeth crunching, 143

teeth grinding, 149

torticollis (head tilt), 150

underweight, 100

urinary tract, 145–147

urine dribbling, 90

urolithiaris (bladder stone), 145–146, 147

uterine adenocarcinoma, 139

uterine aneurysm, 139

warbles, 15

water, excessive consumption, 146

weight loss, 143

wry neck, 150

healthcare, alternative/holistic, 164

hearing, ear sensitivity issue, 20

heat

automobile travel, 238, 239, 241, 242

cage placement, 81

heatstroke, 149–150, 252

outdoor rabbit concerns, 125

released through ears, 14

heatstroke, 149–150, 252

heights, cage design guidelines, 80

herbal remedies, 164

herbivores, defi ned, 11, 93

heredity, 23, 207

hijinks, play activities, 218

Himalayan, breed, 35, 47, 272

hind gut fermentation, 11

hind leg thumping, body language, 177

hind limb weakness, 152

hissing, vocal communication, 178

hitting, behavior problem, 201

hocks, 14, 120, 150–151

holistic healthcare, 164

Holland Lop, breed, 35, 49, 273

home burial, 169

home-boarding, 236

homeless rabbits, 222

hop up command, 188

hopping, body language, 176

hotels, pet-friendly, 245–246

Hotot, breed, 35, 47, 273

House Rabbit Handbook: How to Live with 
an Urban Rabbit (Harriman), 201

House Rabbit Network, 260, 268

House Rabbit Resource Network, 268

House Rabbit Society (HRS), 55, 59, 60, 72, 

220, 221, 222, 236, 259, 267

house-cleaning, bonding activity, 73

household items, toys uses, 214

HRS (House Rabbit Society), 55, 59, 60, 72, 

220, 221, 222, 236, 259, 267

humane traps, stray rabbits, 60–61

humming, vocal communication, 178

hunched posture, abdominal pain, 147

hutches. See cages

• I •
identifi cation, travel guidelines, 240

incisors, 11, 68, 198

incubation period, 162

The Independent Pet and Animal 

Transportation Association 

International, Inc., 271

individual burial/cremation, 169

indoor rabbits

behavior problems. See behavior 

problems

body language, 74, 175–178

bonding activities, 73, 171–172, 187–188

cleaning tasks, 91–92

equipment. See equipment

exercise activities, 121–122

fun times benefi ts, 74

health issues. See health issues

moods, 74

rabbit-proofi ng guidelines, 83–85, 86, 

127–131
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safety issues. See safety issues

sound signals, 74, 178

infectious diseases

bacteria, 158

Bordetella bronchiseptica, 158

Clostridium piliforme, 161

dermatophytosis (ringworm), 159–160

Encephalitozoon cuniculi, 163

fungi, 158

myxomatosis, 160–161

Pasteurella multocid, 158

protozoa, 158

Rabbit Calicivirus (RCV), 162

Rabbit Calicivirus Disease (RCD), 162

Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease (RHD), 162

ringworm (dermatophytosis), 159–160

snuffl es, 158

syphilis, 161

Tyzzer’s disease, 161

venereal disease, 161

viral hemorrhagic disease (VHD), 161–162

viruses, 160, 161, 162

infl ammation of the feet, 150–151

inhalant anesthesia, euthanasia use, 167

in-house euthanasia, 168

injury signs, emergency indicator, 254–255

inner ear disease, 150

insects, myxomatosis transmitter, 160–161

interactive games, 214–215

Internet

hotels/motels, pet-friendly, locating, 246

people connecting, 107, 172

purchasing, 75, 77, 79, 193, 213

shelters, locating, 55

intervertebral disc disease, 152

intestinal parasites, 152–153

introductions, rabbit-to-rabbit, 30

• J •
Japanese Harlequin, breed, 47

jaw line examination, grooming, 111

Jersey Wooly, breed, 35, 48, 274

judge’s card, conformation shows, 227–228

judging, conformation shows, 231–232

jump command, 190–191

jumping, play activity, 217

• K •
kennel cough (Bordetella bronchiseptica), 

159

kicking, 176, 200–201

kidney (renal) disease, 146, 165

king buck, 179

kiss/lick, sign of affection, 177

kits (baby bunnies), defi ned, 51

• L •
labored breathing, 149, 252

leaping, body language, 176

leash, 192, 193, 194

Leith Petwerks, 258, 269

lick/kiss, body language, 177

lifespan, 72, 165

lifestyles, ownership adjustments, 14–15

lifting, 111. See also handling

lighting, cautions/concerns, 82

Lilac, breed, 35, 48, 274

liquid medications, 144

litter, 76

litter box

bedding materials, 76, 77, 80, 89

cleaning, 91

multiple locations, 89–90

purchasing, 75

training, 88–91

travel guidelines, 240

littermates, as companions, 29

local governments, shelters, 55, 57

Lockley, R.M. (The Private Life of the 

Rabbit), 218

longevity, 72, 165

longhair rabbits, 31

Lop, breed, 48, 273

lumps, grooming checklist element, 110

• M •
Magpie Harlequin, breed, 47

males (bucks), 28

malocclusion, 32, 68, 147

mammals, defi ned, 9–10

marked pattern, 37
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Martz, G. (No Pet Left Behind: The Sherpa 
Guide for Traveling with Your Best 
Friend), 270

mat splitter/rake, grooming tool, 106, 115

materials, cages, 78, 80

mealtimes, bonding activity, 73

medications, 144, 163

memorials, grief recovery, 172

metal cages, pros, 80

metastasize, defi ned, 139

minerals, supplement issues, 102

Mini Lop, breed, 35, 49, 273

Mini Rex, breed, 35, 50, 274

Mini Satin, breed, 35, 51

mixed breeds

benefi ts, 31

compared to purebreds, 34

defi ned, 31

mixed orchard grass, 94

Mobile Travel Guide: On the Road with Your 
Pet (AMC Publications), 270

molars, 11, 150

moods, 74

mosquitoes, 160–161

motels, pet-friendly, 245–246

mouth

eight-point check, 139

prehensile lips, 11

multiple rabbits, 28–30

multi-tiered cages, 81

muscles, 12–13, 120

My House Rabbit, 259

myxomatosis, 160–161

• N •
nails

clipping, 20, 115–117

eight-point check, 139

nasal discharge, health issue, 149

National Association of Professional Pet 

Sitters, 235, 270

National 4-H Council, 230, 268

national breed clubs, 63, 271–274

necropsy (postmortem examinations), 170

nervous personality, 207

nervous shaking, 206–207

nest box, 77, 78

Netherland Dwarf, breed, 35, 272

neuter

age criteria, 137

benefi ts, 29, 137

costs, 138

defi ned, 137

neutering, advantages, 139

New Zealand, breed, 35, 51, 272

newspaper litter, 76

nipping/biting, 177, 198–200

no, when to say, 195–196

no command, 195–196

No Pet Left Behind: The Sherpa Guide 
for Traveling with Your Best Friend 
(Martz), 270

no stool, emergency indicator, 252–253

noise, cage placement, 82

no-kill shelters, 57

nooks/crannies, rabbit-proofi ng yard, 128

nose

described, 13

eight-point check, 139

no-wax fl ooring, 82

nudging, diversion for hitting, 201

nutrition, 93. See also diet

• O •
oats, 94

obesity, 99, 100, 101, 102, 120, 151–152

ointments, 144

olfactory sense, 13

one rabbit compared to multiple 

rabbits, 28

Ontario Rabbit Education Organization, 

267

orchard grass, 94

orphaned kits, 62

osteoporosis, 120

outdoor rabbits

bunny runs, 124–125

cages, 125, 127, 128

exercise, 121

health issues, 154, 155, 156

poisonous plant varieties, 130–131

rabbit-proofi ng yard, 127–131

safety issues, 71–72

overheating, fi rst aid treatment, 14

overweight, 99, 100, 101, 120. See also 

obesity
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ownership. See also adoption

abandonment reasons, 56

allergy considerations, 15

care/feeding tasks, 15, 21, 91–92, 

126–127, 264

classifi ed ads, purchasing pros/cons, 

65–66

emotional considerations, 16

fi nancial considerations, 16

lifestyle adjustments, 14–15

pet co-existence, 15

pet stores, 66–67

space requirements, 15

time requirements, 14–15

zoning consideration, 15

Oxbow Animal Health, 98, 259, 269

• P •
pain, emergency indicator, 253

pain signals, 141

Palomino, breed, 35, 52, 274

paper litter, 76

paper towel roll, toy use, 126, 214

paralysis, emergency indicator, 152, 255

parasites

Baylisascaris (roundworms), 156

Chelyletiella parasitovorax, 153–154

Cuterebra fl y, 155

ear mites, 153

fl eas, 154

fl ies, 154–155

fur mites, 153–154

grooming checking element, 110

intestinal tract, 152–153

pinworms, 152

tapeworms, 152

parrots, co-existence, 181

Pasteurella multocid, infection, 158, 159

Pasteurellosis, 159

pattern groups, 36–37

pedigree

ARBA registration requirement, 228, 232

conformation shows, 228

pelleted bedding, 76

pellets, 19, 96–101

pens, exercise, 82–83

perfumes

furniture leg treatment, 86

olfactory sense, 13

respiratory diseases, 86

personality

clues, 68

confl icts, fi ghting problem, 204

social hierarchy, 179

pesticides, rabbit-proofi ng yard, 129

pet cemetery, burial/cremation option, 169

pet co-existence, 15

pet loss hotlines, 269–270

pet overpopulation, 56

pet sitters, 234–236

Pet Sitters International, 235, 270

pet stores

health guarantees, 67

purchasing pros/cons, 66–67

toy source, 213

Petco, 67

pet-friendly hotels/motels, 245–246

PetMarket.com, 269

pet-shipping options, 271

pet-sitting associations, 235, 270

pickiness about foods, health issue, 149

pin brush, grooming tool, 106

pine litter, 76, 77

pinworms, 152

plants

poisonous varieties, 130–131

safe varieties, 131

plastic balls, toy use, 126

plastic cups, toy use, 211

play

overview, 23–24

binki, 218

bonding opportunity, 73

digging, 218

games, 214–216

interactive, 214–216

jumping, 217

overview, 263

running, 217

solitary, 215–216

toys, 211–214

tunneling, 218

pneumonia, health issue, 252

pododermatitis (sore hocks), 120, 150–151
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pointed white pattern, 37

poisoning, emergency indicator, 251

poisonous plants, rabbit-proofi ng, 130–131

Polish, breed, 35, 52, 272

porphyrins, 145

postmortem examinations (necropsy), 170

poxvirus, myxomatosis cause, 160–161

predators, protection from, 72, 127–128

pregnancy

preparing nest, 206

supplements, 102

prehensile lips, 11

prey mentality, 178–179

The Private Life of the Rabbit, 218

proactive activities, 221–222

professional pet sitters, 235–236

proper position, defi ned, 227

protozoa, disease cause, 158

publications, 268

purchasing a rabbit

breeders, 62–65

classifi ed ads, 65–66

pet stores, 66–67

private owners, 65–66

shelters/rescue groups, 57–58

purebreds

coat types, 36, 38–39

compared to mixed breeds, 31, 34, 36

reasons for selection, 34–35

selection criteria, 36–39

purring, vocal communication, 178

pyometra, 139

• Q •
Q-tips, 107–118

quality of life, euthanasia reasons, 167–168

quarantines, 245

queen doe, 179

questions

pet sitters, 236

potential buyer, 14–16

veterinarian evaluation, 135

quick (vein), 117

• R •
Rabbit Calicivirus (RCV), 162

Rabbit Calicivirus Disease (RCD), 162

rabbit fancier, 62

Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease (RHD), 162

rabbit hopping, 216, 222–225

Rabbit Hopping Organization of America 

(RHOA), 216, 223

rabbit publications, 268

Rabbit Rescue of Utah, 268

rabbit specialty supply outlets, 260

Rabbit Tracks, 269

rabbit-proofi ng house, 83–85, 86

rabbit-proofi ng yard, 127–131

Rabbits U.S.A., 268

racing, body language, 176

Rainbows Bridge, Web site, 260

RCD (Rabbit Calcivirus Disease), 162

RCV (Rabbit Calcivirus), 162

reading, bonding activity, 73

regional rabbit clubs, 219–220

registration, ARBA, 228, 230, 232, 271

registries, 271

renal (kidney) disease, 146, 165

rescue groups

activities, 157, 221

adoption, 55, 58–59

locating, 55, 59, 268–269

owner screening, 56–57

rescuing, 221

resources, 267–274

respiratory ailments, 86, 158–159

restlessness, health issue, 143

Rex, breed

brushing cautions/concerns, 113

coat description, 36, 50, 53

described, 52

listing, 35

national specialty breed club, 274

RHD (Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease), 162

Rhinelander, breed, 35, 52, 274

RHOA (Rabbit Hopping Organization of 

America), 216, 223
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ringworm (dermatophytosis), 159–160

roofi ng, cages, 81

roundworms (Baylisascaris), 156

running, play activity, 217

• S •
safety issues

outdoor rabbits, 71–72

rabbit hopping, 223–224

rabbit-proofi ng house, 83–85, 86

rabbit-proofi ng yard, 127–131

toys, 212–213

travel, 242, 244, 246

salivation, excessive, health issue, 149, 251

sand box, positive digging option, 88, 218

Satin, breed, 35, 53, 273

Satin, fur, 36

Satin Angora, breed, 35, 43

scales, weight, 101

scissors, longhair breed grooming, 115

screaming, vocal communication, 178

screening, shelters/rescue groups, 56–57

scrubs, mixed breeds, 31

seizures, emergency indicator, 255

selection criteria, 18, 25, 26, 58, 67–68

self pattern, 37

self-defense, biting reason, 200

senior rabbits, 26, 165–166

sex, buck/doe determination, 27

sexual activity, fi ghting problem, 204

sexual contact, venereal diseases, 161

shaded pattern, 37

shaking, behavior problem, 206–207

shedding, 116

shelters, 55, 57

shoes, conformation shows, 229

shorthair rabbits, 32

short-to-medium coat breeds, 113–114

show clubs, regional, 219–220

show quality, defi ned, 225

show remarks cards, 227–228

showing

ARBA, 225

conformation, 225, 227

4-H clubs, 230–231

guidelines, 229–230

judging categories, 231–232

preparation, 226–229

presentation, 225

proper position, 227

pros/cons, 226

shows

breeder resource, 64

pet quality issues, 225

siblings, as companions, 29

Silver, breed, 35, 53, 274

Silver Fox, breed, 35, 54, 274

Silver Marten, breed, 35, 54, 274

single rabbit compared to multiple rabbits, 

28

sire, defi ned, 63

sit up command, 191

sitting up tall, body language, 177

size

cages, 80

mixed breeds, 33

purebreds, 35

skeletal system, 12–13, 120

snorting, vocal communication, 178

snuffl es, respiratory infection, 158

social hierarchy, 179

socialization, 265

soft stools, 142–143

solid pattern, 37

sore hocks (pododermatitis), 120, 150–151

sores, grooming checklist element, 110–111

sound signals, 74, 178, 263

spay

age criteria, 137

benefi ts, 29, 137, 139

costs, 138

spay, defi ned, 137

special needs, 163–164

spinal injuries, 12

squatting, body language, 177

squirt gun/water bottle, training, 

30, 185, 196

Standard Chinchilla, breed, 35, 45, 273

Standard of Perfection (ARBA), 226–227

standards, conformation shows, 225

stomping, body language, 177

stools, 142–143, 250, 252–253, 262

strays, 60–61
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stretching out, body language, 177

string toys, play activity, 211

styptic powder, fi rst-aid use, 107, 117

submissive stance, 180

sudden weakness, 145, 256

sunlight, indoor cage placement, 82

supplements, cautions/concerns, 102

supplies. See equipment

supply outlets, 269

surgery, anesthesia issue, 138, 232

swimming, exercise concern, 13

syphilis, 161

syringe, 144

• T •
Tan, breed, 35, 54, 273

tapeworms, 152

tattoos, show requirement, 226, 227, 232

teenage (adolescent) rabbits, 26, 196–197

teeth

crunching, health issue, 143

eight-point check, 139

grinding, health issue, 149

grinding, vocal communication, 178

incisors, 11, 68, 198

malocclusion, 32, 68, 147

molars, 11, 150

number, 150

telephone cords, chewing, 85, 86

Tellington-TTOUCH, 202

temperature

automobile travel cautions/concerns, 

238, 239, 241, 242

body, 9–10, 14, 149–150, 252

heatstroke, 149–150

indoor cage placement, 81

territory marking, 175–176, 205–206

three-generation pedigree, 230

Thrianta, breed, 35, 54, 273

throwing, diversion for hitting, 201

thumping, body language, 177

ticked pattern, 37

timelines

cleaning, 21, 91–92, 264

daily exercise requirements, 21

feeding, 21

grooming, 21

timothy, grass hay type, 94, 95

timothy-based pellets, 95, 96, 97

toenail clippers, grooming tool, 106

toenails, clipping, 20, 115–117

toes, eight-point check, 139

toilet paper rolls (empty), toy use, 211, 214

tools, grooming, 106

torticollis (head tilt), 150, 255

toxic plants, 130–131

toxicity, toy concerns, 212

toxins, 251

toys, 79, 211–214, 263

training

overview, 22–23

bonding, 187–188

come command, 189–190

go in command, 192

guidelines, 187–194

hop up command, 188

jump command, 190–191

litter box, 88–91

no command, 195–196

rabbit hopping, 223–225

sit up command, 191

Tellington-TTOUCH, 202

walking in a harness, 192–194

transportation options, 268. See also 

airplanes, cautions/concerns; 

automobiles, cautions/concerns

traps, humane, 60–61

trash cans, protection from predators, 128

travel

airplanes, 239, 243–245

automobiles, 241–242, 243

boarding homes, 236–237

bottled water, 239

carriers, 238, 239, 240–241, 243

conformation show guidelines, 229

dos/don’ts, 237–239

foods, 235, 239

guides, 270

health certifi cates, 244, 245

hotels/motels, 245–246

packing guidelines, 239–240

quarantine restrictions, 245

travel guidelines, 233–246

Traveling with Your Pet (AAA), 270

treats, 19, 101–102
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trust, handling guidelines, 181

tubes, toy use, 126

tunneling, play activity, 218

TV watching, bonding activity, 73

Tyzzer’s disease (Clostridium piliforme), 

161

• U •
underweight, food serving guidelines, 100

United Kingdom, quarantine restrictions, 

245

unwanted rabbits, 56, 60–61

upper respiratory disease, 159

urination

inappropriate, 137, 205

uncontrolled, 137

urinary function, 120

urinary tract, health issues, 145–147

urine, colors, 145, 250, 262

urine dribbling, health issue, 90

urine-marking problem, 205–206

urolithiasis (bladder stone), 145–146, 147

uterine adenocarcinoma, 139

uterine aneurysm, 139

uterine cancer, 137

• V •
Vacationing with Your Pet (Barish), 270

vegetables, 96–97, 262

venereal disease, 161

ventilation, cage placement, 82

vents, cage placement, 81

veterinarians

anesthesia issues, 138, 232

annual examination, 22, 262

breeder resource, 64

clinic evaluation, 136

dead rabbit disposal, 169

euthanasia counseling, 168–169

evaluation questions, 135

good client guidelines, 136

health certifi cates, 244, 245

initial examination, 137

locating, 134–135

personal referrals, 134

postmortem examinations (necropsy), 

170

rescue group resource, 59

spay/neuter procedures, 137, 138

stray rabbit health check, 61

travel planning, 238

veterinary organizations, 134–135, 267

Veterinary Partners, 260

veterinary schools, grief counseling, 171

viral hemorrhagic disease (VHD), 161–162

viruses, 160, 161, 162

vitamins, supplement issues, 102

vocal communication, 178

volunteering, grief recovery, 172

• W •
walkabouts, leash/harness walking, 

192–194

walking dandruff, 153–154

walking in a harness, 192–194

warbles, health issue, 15

warning signals

hind leg thumping, 177

stomping, 177

warren, defi ned, 13, 179

water, 21, 94, 147, 262

water, excessive consumption, 146

water bottle

cleaning schedule, 92, 127

described, 77

no command training, 195–196

weakness, health issue, 145, 256

weather

cage placement, 82

heatstroke, 149–150

indoor compared to outdoor rabbits, 73

travel planning, 238, 242, 244

Web sites

American Board of Veterinary 

Practitioners (ABVP), 135, 267

American Rabbit Breeders Association 

(ARBA), 220, 257, 271

Association of Exotic Mammal 

Veterinarians (AEMV), 135, 267

Bass Equipment, 269

Best Little Rabbit, Rodent & Ferret House, 

269
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Binky Bunny, 258

Brambley Hedge Rabbit Rescue, 268

British Rabbit Council, 271

Etherbun, 258

House Rabbit Network, 91, 260, 268

House Rabbit Resource Network, 268

House Rabbit Society (HRS), 60, 259

House Rabbit Society’s referral list, 134

The Independent Pet and Animal 

Transportation Association 

International, Inc., 271

Leith Petwerks, 258, 269

My House Rabbit, 259

National Association of Professional Pet 

Sitters, 270

National 4-H Council, 268

national specialty breed clubs, 271–274

Ontario Rabbit Education Org., 267

Oxbow Animal Health, 259, 269

Pet Sitters International, 270

PetMarket.com, 269

Pets Welcome, 270

Rabbit Rescue of Utah, 268

Rabbit Tracks, 269

Rabbits U.S.A., 268

Rainbows Bridge, 260

Tellington-TTOUCH, 202

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 245

Veterinary Partners, 260

West Coast Pet Supply, 269

Zooh Corner Rabbit Rescue, 268

weight, determining, 101

weight loss, health issue, 143

West Coast Pet Supply, 269

whimpering, vocal communication, 178

wide band pattern, 37

wide-tooth comb, grooming tool, 106

wild rabbits

activities, 119

baby bunnies, 62

foods/eating, 93, 95, 198, 202

health issues, 72, 153, 160

myxomatosia, 160

play, 218

social hierarchy, 179

wildlife rehabilitator, 62

wire, cage specifi cations, 80

wooden nest box, cautions/concerns, 80

wry neck, health issue, 150

• Y •
yards, 124, 125, 127–130

• Z •
zoning, ownership consideration, 15

Zooh Corner Rabbit Rescue, 268
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