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he digital camera you own right now is probably the

perfect tool to capture memories of your trip. All you O e P oo

may need are some accessories that can give you some extra New Camera
capabilities or will make your photography a bit easier. If that’s
the case, you'll find some suggestions for equipping yourself in + + + +

Chapter 2, and some accessorizing tips in Chapter 5.

This chapter is aimed at familiarizing you with digital camera
features that are most useful when taking travel and vacation
pictures. If you're thinking of upgrading to a newer or better
camera, you'll find some information on the various cate-
gories available today, and what they have to offer.

Although it's a safe assumption that as readers of this book
you already own the digital camera you'll be using on your
travels, it's still worth devoting a few pages to the ideal fea-
tures and capabilities you'll need. After all, a very special jour-
ney may prompt you to buy a new, very special camera. Or,
you might find that several members of your traveling party
want their own digital cameras so they can capture their own
memories.

For most of us, a digital camera isn't a lifetime investment. It's
something we buy in the same way we purchase a computer,
as a tool that gives us the advantage of current technology,
but with the full expectation of replacing it somewhere down
the road with a smaller, better, more powerful, more flexible
device, at a lower cost. No matter what type of digital camera
user you are—veteran, beginner, or someone who hasn't
dipped a toe into the digital waters yet —and whether or not
you're thinking about upgrading, this chapter will help you.




Digital Camera
Categories

Until recently, most digital cameras could be
neatly classified solely by the number of
megapixels, or resolution, they offered,
because all the other useful features and
prices often followed in lock step with the
camera’s resolution. Today, however, you
find cameras with around 6 megapixels
ranging from simple point-and-shoot mod-
els to advanced SLRs with interchangeable
lenses. You can't tell the players without a
program, but you can discern their differ-
ences by their features and layouts. Your
digital camera will be one of these types:

Basic point-and-shoot models.
You frame the picture through a
simple optical viewfinder or a
small LCD screen, press the shutter
release, and these cameras make
all the other decisions for you.
Generally priced in the $100-$200
range, these basic 4- to 6- (or
more) megapixel (millions of pix-
els, or picture elements) models
have a 3X zoom lens that may not
be quite wide enough for photo-
graphing interesting buildings and
monuments in tight quarters, nor
have enough telephoto maghnifica-
tion to capture distant subjects.
The built-in flash unit may be good
for shots from 5 to about 11 feet.
Focusing is automatic, with no
options other than a close-up
mode.

Intermediate point-and-shoot
cameras. Most travel cameras sold
today fall into this category, with
models having 5 to 7 megapixels
and prices in the $200-$400 range.
They appeal to casual and slightly
more serious photographers who

want sharp, clear pictures, and a
bit of versatility in their cameras.
Zoom lenses range from 3X to 6X.
In addition to automatic focus and
exposure, there may even be a few
manual settings. These can include
the ability to choose the shutter
speed or lens opening , exposure
adjustment for photos taken facing
the sun, or full manual control.
Anyone who is not a dedicated
photo buff can probably take any
travel picture he or she cares to
create with a camera of this sort.

Advanced point-and-shoot mod-
els. More advanced models attract
travelers who want more options
and features. Those with $400-
$600 can buy an 8- to 9-megapixel
(or more) camera with a 6X to 12X
or longer zoom (magnification)
range, more manual controls, and
interesting bonus features. These
cameras appeal to those who real-
ize they can take better and more
interesting pictures with a digital
camera that has more options.
Such cameras are stuffed with mul-
tifunction buttons and dials, lots of
modes, dozens of menus, and
thick manuals. You'll find goodies
like time-lapse photography, burst
modes that can squeeze off six to
10 shots at 2 frames per second

or faster, and in-camera editing/
image-enhancing features. These
extra features can be very handy
while traveling without a computer.

Photo enthusiast models. These
are sometimes called “prosumer”
cameras, and include non-inter-
changeable lenses with generous
zoom ratios (often extending from
true wide angle that's the equiva-
lent of 24mm for those of you
familiar with 35mm camera lenses)
to ambitious telephoto (up to the






Even if you've been using your camera for
awhile, it's a good idea to explore the typi-
cal features as they relate to travel photog-
raphy. This section helps you refamiliarize
yourself with your own camera from a travel
photography perspective.

Resolution. Resolution expresses
the number of individual picture
elements, or pixels, a camera

can capture, usually specified in
megapixels. The resolution deter-
mines the maximum size of the
prints you can make from your dig-
ital camera’s images or whether
you can crop out a small section of
an image and enlarge it. If you're
just going to make small prints of
your travel pictures you don't

need as many megapixels (4 to 5
megapixels is plenty), and being
frugal with resolution allows your
memory cards to hold more
images before they fill up.

Lens. The lens mounted on your
digital camera determines the rela-
tive magnification of your image.
Most digital cameras use zoom
lenses that can be adjusted to
make the image larger or smaller,
so you can shoot different subjects
without the need to get closer or
back away. This quality is usually
described in terms of focal length,
expressed in millimeters, and
almost always given as the equiva-
lent focal length if the lens were
mounted on a 35mm film camera.
Equivalent focal lengths of 35mm
to 40mm or less are considered
wide-angle lenses; those from
40mm to about 55mm are consid-
ered normal lenses, and anything

with a longer focal length is
referred to as a telephoto. Digital
SLR (single lens reflex) cameras
have the ability to substitute a dif-
ferent lens for the one mounted
on the camera. The range of your
lens is important for travel photog-
raphy. You frequently need to use
a wide-angle setting to take in all
of a building or monument, while
a telephoto setting brings you
closer to a distant subject.

Focus. Another characteristic of the
lens and the camera it is mounted
on is the ability to focus sharply at
a given distance. All digital cam-
eras and their lenses can focus
from a few feet to the horizon
(infinity), but some can focus
closer, down to an inch or less
from the front of the lens. This
gives you the ability to shoot
close-up, or macro, pictures. The
simplest digital cameras use a full-
time autofocus system to set the
focus point for you. More advanced
cameras let you specify the zone
within your picture frame to be
used for focus or to focus manu-
ally. Travel photos can vary from
distant subjects to fine details, so a
good focus range and efficient aut-
ofocus system are desirable.

Exposure. An autoexposure sys-
tem keeps your photos from being
too light or too dark. The system
sets the amount of time the sensor
is exposed to light (the shutter
speed) and how much light is
admitted through the lens (the
aperture or f-stop.) Such exposure
systems may use a complicated
matrix of zones within your image
area to determine ideal exposure
or let you opt to measure exposure
from a smaller area of your choice.
A good exposure system allows















How will you be using your pic-
tures? Some travelers make lots of
standard sized (4- x 6-inch) prints,
but few enlargements. Others want
to display their best work at large
sizes, as framed prints. Many dis-
tribute their snapshots by e-mail

or display them in slide shows

on their computer screens. Your
intended use for travel photos can
impact your choice of a camera.
For example, if you rarely make
enlargements, you don't need a
camera with extra-high resolution
(more megapixels.)

Do you plan to edit your
images? Many folks like to use
their photos just as they come
from the camera with little or no
manipulation in the computer.
Indeed, these no-fuss folks place

a high premium on getting usable
pictures right out of the camera.
Others find that playing with the
pictures in image-editing software —
even if it's just to crop the photos
to remove extraneous subject
matter or to remove “red-eye”
effects —is part of the fun. Some
cameras do a better job than oth-
ers in giving you finished images
that are ready to go. They may
even provide in-camera fixes to
improve exposure, color, and other
aspects after the picture is taken.
Other cameras offer better, sharper
raw material that you can tweak to
perfection in your favorite image
editor.

Is photography a creative outlet
for you? You might be someone
who wants little more than sharp,
clear pictures that accurately repre-
sent a memorable scene or experi-
ence. Or, you might see travel
photography as a creative outlet

and want special features such

as extra-long or extra-wide zoom
lenses, sequence shooting or time-
lapse photography modes, super-
close focusing, and other options.

How many pictures do you take?
The economy of digital photogra-
phy makes it easy to take many
more pictures than you might have
had when you were paying for film
and processing. Even so, some
photographers tend to view the
picture-taking part of their trip as a
sideline activity, while others enjoy
immersing themselves in capturing
every possible scene and event in
a photograph. If you belong in the
latter category, pay special atten-
tion to how many pictures will fit
on a single memory card, and
explore your options for stretching
and augmenting your camera’s pic-
ture capacity.

Is your camera a long-term
investment? The amount invested
in a digital camera today can
depend on whether you plan

on buying a new model in a year
when spiffy new features are avail-
able at an even more attractive
price, or whether you plan on
using your current camera for two,
three, or more years. Unless you
have unlimited funds to spend on
a digital camera, you might want
to pay a little less for a camera
you'll be using for only a few trips,
and a little more for a camera that
you'll use over a longer term.

Do you want to share acces-
sories? The accessories you pur-
chase for your digital camera may
include memory cards, external
electronic flash units, or, in the
case of digital SLR cameras, lenses
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(which can add up to an expendi-
ture equal to the camera itself).

If you want to share these acces-
sories among several family mem-
bers or use the same accessories
with the next camera you buy, it's

a good idea to stick to one camera
vendor’s line of compatible prod-
ucts. That means fewer items to
buy, and, when you're sharing,
fewer to carry along on your trip.



