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A
Abbreviations, 16, 131
Abstract words, 17, 18
Academic success, and vocabulary, 3–6
Academic words, 18
Alliterations, 63
Alternate spellings, 131
American Heritage Word Frequency

Book (Carroll/Davies/Richman),
132

Anagrams, 63
Analogies, creating, 56–57; handout/

sample worksheet for strategy of,
57–58

Anderson, R., x, 7, 128, 132, 136
Anderson-Inman, I., 127, 128, 130
Anecdotal evidence: collecting/

analyzing, 115–116; student conver-
sations, 115; student presentations,
115; student writing, 115–116

Anglin, J. M., 21
Ash, G. E., x

B
Background knowledge, and strong

vocabulary, 26–27
Baldwin, L. E., 18

Basic Elementary Reading Vocabulary
(Harris/Jacobson), 130

Basic English (Ogden), 127
Basic word list, 127–202; corpus, 130;

determination of grade levels,
procedure for, 133–134; fifth
grade, 174–189; first grade,
139–142; fourth grade, 160–173;
identification of basic words, pro-
cedure for, 131–133; kindergarten,
137–138; method, 130–134;
results, 134; second grade,
143–148; sixth grade, 190–202;
third grade, 149–159

Basic words, 86; identification of, 127
Baumann, J. F., x, 103
Beck, I., 3, 103, 129, 132, 136
Becker, W. C., 127, 128, 130
Biology of Algae and Other Verses,

The (Lewin), 13
Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on

Writing and Life (Lamott), 125
Blachowicz, C.L.Z., x
Book baskets, 73
Bransford, J., 4
Brown, A., 4
Brunetti, G. J., 7
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Burger, H. C., 128
Burns, S. M., 7

C
Cacciari, C., 18
California Achievement Tests (CAT),

130, 133
Cardinal numbers, 132–133
Carroll, J., 128–129, 132, 135
Chall, J. S., 7, 18
Choosing the right word, sample sen-

tences for, 75
Classroom practices, aligning with 

standards/benchmarks, 85
Cluster Beanbag (game), 64
Cluster walls. See Semantic cluster

walls
Cocking, R., 4
Cognates, and ELL students, 19
Colorful Songs (game), 64
Commercial vocabulary programs,

122
Complex vocabulary: introducing, 76;

requirement of, 35
Compound words, 15
Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills

(CTBS), 106, 130, 133
Concept definition maps, 51
Conceptual knowledge, and robust 

vocabulary, 4
Connotations, 16
Constructed responses, 110
Content-area vocabulary, 17, 26
Context: and encounters with new

words, 26; and upper elementary
students, 18

Contractions, 16
Conventional quizzes, 108–110
Cunningham, A. E., 17
Customized word list, 122; assesment-

related words, 87; basic words, 86;
categorizing words on, 97–99;
creating, 81; fiction/nonfiction
sources, 87; form for recording
words for, 89; language arts experi-
ences, vocabulary from, 92–93;
national/state/district assessments,
vocabulary from, 93; need for, 83;
resources for creating, 83–87;
standards-based lists, adding basic
words to, 90–91; standards-based
vocabulary, identifying, 88–90; state/
district standards/benchmarks
documents, 84–85; steps in creat-
ing, 88–93

D
Davies, P., 128–129, 132, 135
Denotations, 16
Descriptive pattern graphic organiz-

ers, 50
Dictionary, and word meanings,

41–44
Direct instruction, 30–31, 33; catego-

rizing words for, 98–99; frame-
work/strategies for, 35–68; goals
of, 30; scheduling experiences,
100–103; steps for learning new
words, 36–55; student generation
of explanations, 38–45; teacher ex-
planation of new word’s meaning,
37–38; teacher identification of
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new word/eliciting of background
knowledge, 37; visual representa-
tions of students, 45–55

“Disaster Dictionary,” 73
District assessments, vocabulary

from, 93
District standards/benchmarks,

84–85
Dixon, R., 127, 128, 130
Dull paragraph, and revisions,

example of, 28
Dupuy, H. P., 128

E
Electronic sources, and word mean-

ings, 45
English Language Learners (ELL),

18–19; and cognates, 19; and effec-
tive vocabulary programs, 22

Essential word list
Evyindsson, H., 100
Expanded vocabularies: fourth

through sixth grades, 17–18;
kindergarten through first grade,
13–14; second and third grades,
15–16; second language learners, 19

F
Fairbanks, M. M., x
Feminine forms of nouns, 131
Field trip follow-up, 71
Figurative language: and primary-grade

students, 14; and second and third
graders, 16; and upper elementary
students, 18

Fisher, P., x

Foreign words, 131
Formal definition skills, and upper 

elementary students, 18
Fourth through sixth grades: ex-

panded vocabularies, 17–18; meta-
linguistic awareness, 17; typical
word knowledge, 17; vocabulary
strategies, 17–18

Frayer, D. A., 51
Frayer model, 51, 53–54, 110
Frederick, W. D., 51

G
Games/word play, 63–68. See also

Word games
Gardner, J., 48
Grade-level designations, intercorre-

lation between (table), 135
Graphic organizers, 50–51
Graphic representations, for learning

new words, 38–39
Graves, M. F., 7, 103
Griffin, P., 7
Group activities, using for perform-

ance assessments, 111

H
Harris, A., 129, 130
Harrison, C., 7
Herman, P., x
Hirsch, D., 17
Hofstetter, C. H., 7
Hofstetter, R. C., 7
Homophones, 63
House of Dies Drear, The

(Hamilton), 75
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I
Idiomatic language, 16; and second

language learners, 19
Idioms, 63
Incidental learning: books/resources

to enhance vocabulary learning,
selecting, 73–76; planning for,
69–80; read-aloud experiences,
selecting, 80; students’ wide read-
ing experiences, expanding, 78–80;
vocabulary-rich environment, cre-
ating, 69–76

Incidental learning experiences, 33;
planned, 32; planning for, 31–32;
random, 31–32

Inflected forms, 131
Internet, and word meanings, 45
Iowa Test of Basic Skills, 106

J
Jacobs, V. A., 18
Jacobson, M., 129, 130
Jenkins, J. R., 25
Jesse, D., 127fn
Johnson, S., 21
Jokes, 16
Juster, N., 11

K
Kame’enui, E. J., x, 103
Kendall, J. S., xiv, 127
Kindergarten through first grade:

expanded vocabularies, 13–14;
meta-linguistic awareness, 13;
typical word knowledge, 12–13;
vocabulary learning, 12–14; vocab-
ulary strategies, 14

Kinesthetic representations, 51–53

Klausmeier, H. J., 51
Kucan, L., 3
Kurland, B. F., 18

L
Labels, 3–4, 70–71; hearing, 4
Lamott, A., 125
Language arts experiences, vocabulary

from, 92–93
Language awareness, and primary-

grade students, 14
Lazar, R. T., 21
Lesaux, N. K., 19
Levorato, M. C., 18
Lewin, R. A., 13
Limited vocabularies, and early read-

ing ability, 7
Listening vocabulary: fourth through

sixth grades, 17; second and third
grades, 15

Literal meanings, 16; and upper ele-
mentary students, 18

Looking up words, 72
Lorge, I., 128, 129

M
Marzano, R. J., xiv, 7, 22, 26, 78, 127
Masculine forms, of nouns, 131
Master of disguises, 75–76
Match Me (game), 64
McKeown, M., 3, 103, 129, 132, 136
“Meet-and-greet” new vocabulary

words, 72–73
Mental pictures, generating,

47–49
Meta-linguistic awareness: fourth

through sixth grades, 17; kinder-
garten through first grade, 13
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Metaphors, 16, 57–61; worksheet for
creating, 59, 61

Mid-Continent Regional Educational
Laboratory (McREL), 86

Multiple learning experiences, offer-
ing, 25–26

Multiple word meanings, 21; and 
primary-grade students, 14; and
second and third grades, 16

N
Nagy, W., x, 7, 128, 132, 136
Nation, P., 17
National assessments, vocabulary

from, 93
National Reading Panel, x, 5
New words: assessing knowledge of,

106–107; categorizing, 98–99; de-
ciding when/how to introduce,
95–104; prior knowledge, checking
for, 100; steps for learning, 36–55;
understanding, 56–63; and visual
representations, 38–39

Newsworthy words, 28–29
Nicholson, C. B., 21
Non-Webster dictionaries, 74
Nonwords, 131
Note cards, 119
Notebooks, 116–119; and logs, 120–121
Nuances, 16
Numbers, 133

O
Occupational titles, 131
Office of Educational Research and 

Improvement (OERI), 127fn
Ogden, C. K., 127
Omanson, R., 129, 132, 136

Oral experiences, 25
Oral vocabulary, 6
Ordinal numbers, 131, 133

P
Pass the Right Word (game), 66
Paynter, D. E., xiv, 127
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, 122
Peer conferences, 113
Performance assessments, 110–114;

constructed responses, 110; peer 
conferences, 113; performances,
111; products, 110–111; self-
assessment rubrics, 113–114; stu-
dent discussions/conferences,
111–112; teacher-student confer-
ences, 112; using group activities
for, 111; using reading for, 111

Phantom Tollbooth, The (Jester), 11
Physical models, 53–54
Pickering, D. J., 7, 22
Planned incidental instruction: cate-

gorizing words for, 98–99; schedul-
ing experiences, 103

Planned incidental learning experi-
ences, 32

Plurals, 131
Pollock, J. E., 7, 22
Prefixes, 15
Primary-grade students, and multiple

word meanings, 14
Probable passages strategy, 29–30
Productive vocabulary, 108
Pronunciations, alternate spellings,

131
Proper names, 131
Puns, 16
Pyramid Clusters (game), 67–68
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Q
Questions, and word meanings, 40–43
Quizzes, 108–110

R
Random incidental learning experi-

ences, 31–32
Read-aloud experiences, 15;

selecting, 80
Reading, using for performance 

assessments, 111
Reading references, 121
Reading vocabulary: fourth through

sixth grades, 17; second and third
grades, 15

Reasonable resources, 73–74
Receptive vocabulary, 108
Red herring concept, 70–71
Richman, B., 128–129, 132, 135
Riddles, 63
Rieger, C. J., 127
Robust vocabulary: defined, 3; impor-

tance of, 1–10; learners with, 4; need
for, 5–6; using with children, 74–76

Ryder, R. J., 7

S
Schank, R. C., 127
Schwartz, R., 51
Science Research Associates (SRA),

130, 133
Second and third grades, 15–17;

expanded vocabularies, 15–16;
meta-linguistic awareness, 16; and
multiple word meanings, 16;
typical word knowledge, 15; vocab-
ulary strategies, 16–17

Second language learners, 19–20; ex-
panded vocabularies, 19; typical
word knowledge, 19; vocabulary
strategies, 20

Self-assessment rubrics, 113–114
Semantic cluster walls, 76–78, 96; of

careers and occupations, 77; for
math vocabulary (sample), 79;
purpose of, 77–78; as records of in-
creased vocabulary learning, 78

Semantic feature analysis: completing,
61–62; student worksheet for, 62

Sentence stems, and word meanings,
40–41

Siegel, L. S., 19
Sight-recognition words, 86
Slater, W. H., 7
Slogans, 63
Snow, C. E., 7, 18
Stahl, S. A., x
Standardized tests, and vocabulary 

assessment, 122
Standards-based lists, adding basic

words to, 90–91
Standards-based vocabulary, identify-

ing, 88–90
Stanford Achievement Test, 130, 133
Stanovich, K. E., 17
State assessments, vocabulary 

from, 93
State standards/benchmarks, 84–85
Stein, M. L., 25
Sticht, T. G., 7
Students: discussions/conferences,

111–112; logs, 120–121; progress,
assessing, 105–123

Suffixes, 15
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Suhor, C., 58
Symbols: creating, 48–49; for math

terms, 50
Synonyms: sophisticated, 74–75; and

a thesaurus, 44

T
Tags, 3
Teacher-created classroom assess-

ments, 109–114; conventional
quizzes, 108–110; performance 
assessments, 110–114

Teacher-student conferences, 112
Teaching Children to Read (National

Reading Panel), 5–6
Technical words, 18
Thesaurus, and word meanings, 44
Thorndike, R. L., 128, 129
Tongue twisters, 63
Two words, explaining general 

relationship/pattern between, 60

U
Understanding new words, 56–63;

analogies, creating, 56–57; meta-
phors, creating, 57–61; semantic
feature analysis; completing, 61–62;
vocabulary, classifying, 63

Underwood, B. J., 40–41

V
Venezky, R. L., x
Visual representations: graphic 

organizers, 50–51; kinesthetic rep-
resentations, 51–53; for learning
new words, 38–39; mental pic-
tures, 47–49; physical models,

53–54; students’, 45–55; symbols,
48–49; using clip art, 46

Vocabulary: and academic success,
3–6; classifying, 63; commercial
vocabulary programs, 122; com-
plex, 35, 76; content-area, 17, 26;
expanded, 13–19; from language
arts experiences, 92–93; from na-
tional assessments, 93; oral, 6;
placing purposefully around the
classroom, 70–73; productive, 108;
reading, 15, 17; relating to success
in reading/writing, 26–30; robust,
1–10, 3, 4, 5–6, 74–76

Vocabulary assessment: anecdotal 
evidence, collecting/analyzing,
115–116; approaches, choosing,
108–122; assessing knowledge of
new words, 106–107; assessing the
use of strategies, 107; assessment
question for younger students
(table), 112; difficulty of, 106; ex-
ternal sources of assessment infor-
mation, 121–122; matching
assessment to objectives, 107–108;
published vocabulary programs,
122; standardized tests, 122; and
students’ individual records,
116–121; teacher-created class-
room assessments, 109–114

Vocabulary Bingo (game), 64–65
Vocabulary games/word play, 63–68
Vocabulary gap, overcoming, 6–8
Vocabulary graphic organizers, 50–51;

concept definition maps, 51; de-
scriptive pattern, 50; Frayer model,
51, 53–54
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Vocabulary instruction, planning,
8–10

Vocabulary learning: developmental
aspects of, 11–22; fourth through
sixth grades, 17–18; kindergarten
through first grade, 12–14; model-
ing strategies for, 31; second and
third grades, 15–17; second lan-
guage learners, 19–20; selecting
books/resources to enhance,
73–76; steps for learning new
words, 56–68; students deepen
their understanding through,
56–63; students engage in vocabu-
lary games/word play, 63–68; steps
in, 117

Vocabulary Learning in My Class-
room (self-reflection question-
naire), 9–10

Vocabulary notebooks, 116–120
Vocabulary predictions, 29–30
Vocabulary preview, 71
Vocabulary program, 20–22
Vocabulary Scramble (game), 66–67
Vocabulary size: and early reading

ability, 7; and socioeconomic sta-
tus (SES), 7

Vocabulary strategies: fourth through
sixth grades, 17–18; kindergarten
through first grade, 14; second and
third grades, 16–17; second lan-
guage learners, 20

Vocabulary teaching: direct instruc-
tion, planning for, 30–31; incidental

learning experiences, planning for,
31–32; multiple learning experi-
ences, offering, 25–26; understand-
ing approaches to, 23–33

Vocabulary tests, 108–110
Vocabulary-rich environment, creat-

ing, 69–76

W
Warr-Leeper, G. A., 21
Watts, S. M., 7
Weekly tests, 108–110
Wittgenstein, L., 1
Word attack skills, 16–17
Word consciousness, 4
Word detective, 70–71
Word games, 63–68; Cluster Beanbag,

64; Colorful Songs, 64; Match Me,
64; Pass the Right Word, 66; Pyra-
mid Clusters, 67–68; Vocabulary
Bingo, 64–65; Vocabulary Scram-
ble, 66–67

Word knowledge: fourth through sixth
grades, 17; kindergarten through
first grade, 12–13; second and third
grades, 15; second language learn-
ers, 19

Word meanings: and dictionary,
41–44; and electronic sources, 45;
and Internet, 45; multiple, 14, 16,
21; and questions, 40–43; and 
sentence stems, 40–41; and 
thesaurus, 44

Word play, 16
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Word web, 1–3
Words: abstract, 17, 18; academic, 18;

foreign, 131; looking up, 72;
newsworthy, 28–29; nonwords,
131; sight-recognition, 86; techni-
cal, 18. See also New words

Words derived from existing words, 15
Words of interest, 72
Writing logs, 121
Wysocki, K., 25
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