


• From the Chugach Mountains over
Anchorage, at Sunset: The city
sparkles below, on the edge of an
orange-reflecting Cook Inlet, far
below the mountainside where you
stand. Beyond the pink and purple
silhouettes of mountains on the other
side of the inlet, the sun is spraying
warm, dying light into puffs of
clouds. And yet it’s midnight. See
“Getting Outside” in chapter 6.

• Mount McKinley from the Air
(Denali National Park): Your Bush
pilot guides his plane up from the
flatlands of Talkeetna into a realm of
eternal white, where a profusion of
insanely rugged peaks rises in higher
relief than any other spot on earth.
After circling a 3-mile-high wall and

slipping through a mile-deep canyon,
you land on a glacier, get out of the
plane, and for the first time realize
the overwhelming scale of it all. See
“Attractions & Activities outside the
Park” and “Talkeetna: Back Door to
Denali” in chapter 8.

• The Northern Lights (Alaska’s Inte-
rior): Blue, purple, green, and red
lines spin from the center of the sky,
draping long tendrils of slow-moving
light. Bright, flashing, sky-covering
waves wash across the dome of stars
like ripples driven by a gust of wind
on a pond. Looking around, you see
that your companions’ faces are rosy
in a silver, snowy night, all gazing
straight up with their mouths open.
See p. 389.
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2 The Best Alaska Cruises
Cruises provide comfortable, leisurely
access to the Inside Passage and the Gulf
of Alaska. Here are some of the best bets.
See chapter 4 for details.

• Best Up-Close Alaska Experience:
Glacier Bay Cruiseline’s Wilderness
Adventurer and Wilderness Explorer
sail itineraries that shun overcrowded
port towns in favor of wilderness
areas and small fishing villages. Both
carry sea kayaks for off-ship explo-
ration, and both feature naturalist-led
hikes as central features of the experi-
ence. The line is owned by an Alaska
Native corporation, and the ships are
small (carrying 74 and 36 passengers,
respectively) and very casual. They’re
not fancy, but that’s the point—it’s
where they take you that counts.

• Most Comfortable Small Ships:
Cruise West’s Spirit of Endeavor and
Spirit of ’98 (a 19th-c. coastal steamer
re-creation) and Clipper’s Yorktown
Clipper offer a higher level of comfort
than the other small ships in Alaska

while still giving you an intimate,
casual, up-close small-ship experience.

• Most Luxurious Big Ships: If you
want a more casual kind of luxury,
Radisson Seven Seas’ Seven Seas
Mariner offers just that. Among the
mainstream cruise ships, Celebrity’s
Infinity and Summit are the big win-
ners, offering cutting-edge modern
ships with great service, dining, and
design.

• Best Cruise Tours: Holland America
Line and Princess are the leaders in
linking cruises with land tours into
the Interior, either before or after
your cruise. They own their own
hotels, deluxe motorcoaches, and
railcars, and after many years in the
business, they both really know what
they’re doing. Princess concentrates
more on the Anchorage/Denali/
Fairbanks routes, while Holland
America has many itineraries that get
you to the Yukon Territory’s Dawson
City and Whitehorse.
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