


Dialog boxes with
various combinations
of buttons and text
boxes are used exten-
sively in AutoCAD
and LT. You will learn
their many functions
as you progress
through the book.

Radio buttons are
round and come in a
list or a group. You
can activate only one
radio button at a time.

Chapter 1 ¢ Getting to Know AutoCAD

our introduction to AutoCAD and AutoCAD LT begins with a tour of the
features of the screens used by the two programs. In this chapter, you will
also learn how to use some tools that help you control the screen’s appear-
ance and how to find and start commands. For the material covered in this
chapter, the two applications are almost identical in appearance. Therefore, as we
tour AutoCAD, I'll point out any differences between AutoCAD and AutoCAD LT. In
general, LT is a 2D program, so it doesn’t have the 3D features that come with
AutoCAD, such as solids modeling and rendering. The other differences are minor.
As mentioned in this book’s Introduction, when I say “AutoCAD,” I mean both
AutoCAD and AutoCAD LT. I'll also refer to AutoCAD LT as “LT” throughout this
chapter and the rest of the book. Starting up AutoCAD is the first task at hand.

Starting Up AutoCAD

If you installed AutoCAD or LT using the default settings for the location of the
program files, start AutoCAD by choosing Start > Programs > Autodesk >
AutoCAD 2004 > AutoCAD 2004. For LT, choose Start > Programs > Auto-
desk > AutoCAD LT 2004 > AutoCAD LT 2004. If you customized your installa-
tion, find and click the AutoCAD 2004 or the AutoCAD LT 2004 icon to start the
program.

The Startup Dialog Box

If AutoCAD or LT opens with the Startup dialog box sitting in front of the
AutoCAD Graphics window, your screen will look like Figure 1.1. If the Startup
dialog box doesn’t open, read on a little—you’ll see how to display it and then
how to suppress it.

The Startup dialog box has four buttons in the upper-left corner. The first two
buttons let you set up a new drawing and choose an existing drawing to revise or
update. The second two buttons use templates and wizards to initiate advanced
setup routines. The contents of the middle portion of the dialog box depend on
which of the four buttons you choose. By beginning a new drawing, you can get
past this dialog box to the AutoCAD Graphics window.

D| 1. Click the Start From Scratch button, the second button from the left.
2.

In the Default Settings section, click the English (Feet And Inches)
radio button.

3. Click OK to close the Startup dialog box. Your monitor displays the
AutoCAD or LT Graphics window, sometimes called the Graphical
User Interface, or GUI (see Figure 1.2).






Chapter 1 ¢ Getting to Know AutoCAD

The toolbars on your screen may not be located in exactly the same places as
they are shown in Figure 1.2. I recommend that you set your screen to look like
the one shown here, as it will make following through the book that much eas-
ier. Later in this chapter, you will see how to move the toolbars, display new ones
and place them, and delete them.

Another feature called palettes might be visible on the far right side of your
screen when you start AutoCAD. Palettes can display as a rectangular area or as
a vertical title bar. If they appear, choose Tools > Tool Palettes Window to close
the palettes. We'll take a look at them in Chapters 7 and 9.

CONTROLLING THE WAY AUTOCAD STARTS UP

You can set AutoCAD and LT to display or hide the Startup dialog box when
you start AutoCAD.

1. From the menu bar, chooseTools > Options to open the Options dia-
log box.

2. Click the System tab to bring it forward.
3. In the General Options section, open the Startup drop-down list.

» If you want AutoCAD to display the Startup dialog box, click Show
Traditional Startup Dialog.

» If you want AutoCAD to start up with a blank drawing, click Do
Not Show A Startup Dialog.

4. Click Apply, and then click OK.

The next time you start up AutoCAD, your preference will be used.






















Drop-Down Menus

Drop-Down Menus

The menu bar, just below the title bar (see Figure 1.2 earlier in this chapter),
consists of 11 words and an icon. Click any of these to display a drop-down
menu. The icon on the left end and the File and Edit menus are included with all
Windows-compatible applications, although they are somewhat customized to
work with AutoCAD. The menu associated with the icon contains commands to
control the appearance and position of the drawing area.

Commands in the File menu are for opening and saving new and existing
drawing files, printing, linking on the Internet, exporting files to another appli-
cation, choosing basic utility options, and exiting the application. The Edit menu
contains the Undo and Redo commands, the Cut and Paste tools, and options for
creating links between AutoCAD files and other files. The Help menu (the last
menu on the right) works like all Windows Help menus and contains a couple of
AutoCAD-specific entries as well, including some on-line resources and a context-
sensitive help feature called Active Assistance.

The other eight menus contain the most-often-used AutoCAD commands. You
will find that if you can master the logic of how the commands are organized by
menu, you can quickly find the command you want. Here is a short description
of each of the other AutoCAD drop-down menus:

View Contains tools for controlling the display of your drawing file.

Insert Contains commands for placing drawings and images or parts of them
inside other drawings.

Format Contains commands for setting up the general parameters for a new
drawing.

Tools Contains special tools for use while you are working on the current
drawing, such as those for finding the length of a line or for running a special
macro.

Draw Contains commands for displaying new objects (such as lines or circles)
on the screen.

Dimension Contains commands for dimensioning a drawing.
Modify Contains commands for changing existing objects in the drawing.

Window Contains commands for displaying currently open windows and lists
currently open drawing files.
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The Mouse

AutoCAD functions on and off. Although there are buttons on the screen that
duplicate these functions (Snap, Grid, and so on), it is sometimes faster to use
the F keys.

Finally, you can activate commands on the pull-down menus from the key-
board, rather than using the mouse. If you press the Alt key, an underlined letter,
called a hotkey, appears on each menu. By pressing the key for the underlined
letter, the menu is activated. Each command on the menu also has a hotkey.
Once you have activated the menu with the hotkey combination, you can type in
the underlined letter of these commands. For a few commands, this method can
be the fastest way to start them up and to select options.

While working in AutoCAD, you will need to key in a lot of data, such as
dimensions and construction notes, answer questions with “yes” or “no,” and
use the arrow keys. The keyboard will be used constantly. It may help to get into
the habit of keeping the left hand on the keyboard and the right hand on the
mouse—if you are right-handed—or the other way around, if you are left-handed.

The Mouse

Your mouse will most likely have two or three buttons. (If it’s an IntelliMouse, it
will have two or more buttons with a wheel between them.) So far in this chap-
ter, you have used the left mouse button for choosing menus, commands or
command options, or for holding down the button and dragging a menu, tool-
bar, or window. The left mouse button is the one you will be using most often,
but the right mouse button will also be used.

While drawing, the right mouse button will be used for the following three
operations:

» To display a menu containing options relevant to the particular step
you are in at the moment

» To use in combination with the Shift or Control key to display a menu
containing special drawing aids called Object Snaps (see Chapter 10)

» To display a menu of toolbars when the pointer is on any icon of a
toolbar that is currently open

If you have a three-button mouse, the middle button is usually programmed to
display the Object Snap menu mentioned above, instead of using the right but-
ton with the Shift key. If you have an IntelliMouse, the wheel can be used in sev-
eral ways to control the view of your drawing. We’ll cover those methods in
subsequent chapters.
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AutoCAD makes extensive use of toolbars and the right-click menu feature.
This makes your mouse a very important input tool. The keyboard is necessary
for inputting numerical data and text, and it has hotkeys and aliases that can
speed up your work. But the mouse is the primary tool for starting commands,
selecting options, and controlling toolbars.

The next chapter will familiarize you with a few basic commands that will
enable you to draw a small diagram. If you are going to take a break and want to
close down AutoCAD, choose File > Exit and choose not to save the drawing.

Are You Experienced?

Now you can...

¥f open a new drawing using the Start Up dialog box
¥ recognize the elements of the AutoCAD Graphics window

¥ understand how the Command window works and why it’s
important

¥ use drop-down menus

&

call up and control the positioning of toolbars

¥ save a profile in AutoCAD of your screen setup



