


Chapter 1: First Look at Your PC

Locate Switches and Plug In Things

Use this table in tandem with Figure 1-1 to help you locate
device-to-PC connector ports.
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Mouse 1 Connect your wired mouse

Serial port 2 Connect your monitor

Keyboard 3 Connect your wired keyboard

USB port 4 Connect various USB devices, such as a digital camera
Parallel port 5 Connect a non-USB printer

Audio 6 Connect speakers

Joystick port 7 Connect a joystick input device

Not every computer will have the same number or type of ports.
For example, a laptop may only have a USB port for a printer and
not a parallel port. Some computers have two USB ports while oth-
ers have 4 or 5. Over time, the tendency will be to have USB but not
serial or parallel ports, as most monitors and printers being manu-

factured today use the USB connection type.

Figure 1-1: Various places to plug things into your PC

Note that some monitors and laptop computers have built in speakers so
that you don’t need to connect separate speakers through the audio

port. Discover more about working with sound settings in Chapter 13.






Chapter 1: First Look at Your PC

Turn Off Your PC

1.
2.

Choose Start=>Turn Off Computer.

In the resulting Turn Off Computer window, as shown
in Figure 1-3, click Turn Off. Windows XP closes, and
the computer turns off.

®
®
©)

You can also choose Restart to turn off and then immediately turn
on your computer. You would use this setting if your computer is
having problems and you want your system to reset, or if you
install new software or make new settings and are instructed to
restart your computer.

The Standby option in the Turn Off Computer window is like letting
your computer take a nap. The screen goes dark, and in the case of
laptops power consumption lowers. By clicking your mouse or press-
ing Enter on your keyboard you can wake it up again with every-
thing just as you left it.

When you turn off your computer, peripherals such as your moni-
tor or printer don’t turn off automically. You have to press their
power buttons to turn each off manually.

Turn off computer

Stand By

Figure 1-3: The Turn Off Computer screen
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