o/ ] o

ab, 284

abbreviations, dictionary, 14-16

aber, 211
ability verb, 136-139
absentee articles, 25-26
academic titles, 285
accusative case (acc.), 174-175
accusative prepositions
chart, 305
two-way prepositions,
225-227, 306
active reading, 253
adjectives
adverbs that modify, 204
case, 302-304
cognates, 179, 182-183
collocations, 179, 183-184
comparative, 194, 204
comparisons, 193-202
forming endings on, 57,
185-188
opposites, 180-182
ordinal numbers, 40-41
overview, 179-180
participles that function as,
203-204
possessive, 29, 188-189
that act as nouns, 202-203
adverbs
comparisons, 193-202
irregular comparisons, 304
participles that function as,
203-204
that modify adjectives, 204
als, 213
am, 41
an, 170, 283
anstatt, 305
answers. See also questions
diplomatic, 112-115
explaining using da-
compounds, 110-112

Index

negative, 104-110
overview, 101
positive, 102-104
appearance, personal, 180-181
arbeiten, 291
articles
absentee, 25-26
definite, 20, 22, 28, 43, 299
indefinite, 24-25, 299-300
assuming, hoping, 270-271
auf, 168, 283
auxiliary verbs, 78, 154-155,
250. See also haben; modal
verbs; sein; werden

ol e

bezahlen, 294

bilingual dictionaries
comparing, 14-15
English-German, 307-310
German-English, 311-314
word searches, 15-16

bills, currency, 39

bis, 228

bleiben, 185, 239

boldfaced text, 2

oo
capitalization, 47-48, 72, 284
cardinal numbers, 37-40
cart-before-the-horse rule, 38
case
accusative, 174-175, 220-221
accusative/dative, 225-227
adjectives, 302-304
adverbs, 304
articles, 299-300
dative, 175-176, 221-223
downplaying, 282
genitive, 27, 31, 107, 224-225
identifying, 26-27
overview, 9

prepositions, 218, 219, 304,
305, 306
pronouns, 29-30, 300-302
questions with was fiir (ein),
93-94
reflexive verbs, 169-170
similarities and differences,
27-29
categories, word, 56, 58-60
checking information, 90-91
Christensen, Paulina (German
For Dummies), 2
clocks, 44-45
cognates
categories, 182-183
near, 60-61, 183, 253, 278
collocations, 180-184
colloquialisms, 14
command form, 153. See also
imperative mood
commas, 31, 39-40
comparative form, 193, 204
comparisons
common, 195-197
equals and nonequals,
200-202
irregular forms, 199-200, 304
overview, 193-194
superlatives, 195
between two things, 194-195
umlaut, 198
complex sentences, 284-285
compound nouns, 22, 52-53
conditional mood, 120, 125
conjunctions
coordinating, 207-212
defined, 12
overview, 8-9
subordinating, 207-215
context, 13-14
continuous tense, 8, 81
contractions, 220, 223, 226-227
conversational language, 44-45
conversational past tense, 8.
See also present
perfect tense
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countries
and definite articles, 25
German neighbors and trading

partners, 48-49

German-speaking, 46-47
speaking about, 47-48

culture, embracing, 280

currency, 39

o) e
da- compounds, 110-112
das, 20
dates, 42-44
dative case (dat.)
combining verbs with
prepositions, 175-176
defined, 26-27
kein, 107
personal pronouns, 30
reflexive pronouns, 169
relative pronouns, 31
dative prepositions
chart, 305
defined, 221
examples, 218
exercises, 176
forming, 222-223
idiomatic expressions and,
173-174
two-way prepositions, 225-227,
306
vor, 168
days, 42-43
decimal points, 39-40, 43
definite articles
case, 28, 299
and countries, 25
dates, 43
gender, 20
list of, 299
plural, 22
demonstrative pronouns, 32-33,
301
denken, 292
denn, 211
dependent clauses. See
subordinate clauses
der, 20

der- words
adjectives not preceded by,
187-188, 303-304
adjectives preceded by,
185-188, 302
endings, 301
diagrams, word, 59
dictionaries
English-German, 307-310
German-English, 311-314
overview, 14-16
die, 20, 22
diplomatic answers, 112-115
direct objects, 26, 93
disagreement, 277
double infinitives, 128
doubt, 113
dreifdig, 38
du, 70-77, 95
dual-prefix verbs, 159-161
diirfen, 135-136, 142, 295
duty verb, 143-144
-ein words
adjectives not preceded by,
187-188, 303-304
adjectives preceded by,
185-188, 302
case, 299-300
gender and, 24-25

oF o

eine, 24-25, 106
einhundert, 39
-en ending, 8
endings
adjectives, 57
case, 27-28
cognates, 60
conjugation, 73-74
forming on adjectives, 185-188
for kein, 106-108
noun, and gender
identification, 21
ordinal numbers, 40-41
past participle, inseparable-
prefix verbs, 156
plural, 16, 22-23

questions with was fiir (ein),
93-94

suffixes, 10

verbs, 8, 57
English-German dictionary,

307-310

English tenses

continuous, 8, 81

future, 82, 266

past, 241-242

present, 81-82
entlang, 228, 283, 305, 306
equals, comparing, 200-202
er, 70, 75-77
es, 70, 75-77
es kann sein, 113
euch, 170
exclamation marks, 96
experimentation, 279
expressions

to denote forbidden things, 143

fixed, 113-114

idiomatic, 108-110, 140

of inequality, 200

ofF e
fahren, 76
false cognates, 281
false friends, 51, 60, 62-63, 136
familiar person, 70, 75-77
families, word, 56-58
feelings, 125-126
female, 20
feminine, 20-22
first person, 70
fixed expressions, 113-114
fixed phrases, 108-110
formality, 71
Fox, Anne (German For
Dummies), 2
frequently used expressions, 277
fiir, 172, 283
future tense
charts, 290
defined, 8
English usage, 266
German usage, 266
negation, 271



planned activities, 268

present continuous, 266

probability expressions, 272

using present tense instead,
265-269

werden, 269-272, 290

oG o
gefallen, 294
gegeniiber, 228, 305
gehen, 129
gell, 90
genau, 102-103
gender
absentee articles, 25-26
compound nouns, 52
countries, 47
defined, 282
demonstrative pronouns, 32
in dictionaries, 15
downplaying, 282
identifying, 20-22
indefinite articles, 24-25
kein, 107
learning, 278
overview, 19
plurals, 22-23
questions with was fiir (ein),
93-94
relative pronouns, 31
generalizations, 25
genitive case (gen.), 27, 31, 107
genitive prepositions
chart, 305
dative case and, 224-225
defined, 224
examples, 218
forming, 224
list of, 224
German trading partners, 48-49
German-English dictionary,
311-314
German For Dummies
(Christensen, Fox,
and Lorenz), 2
German-speaking countries,
46-47
gern, 78, 140, 199
gerunds, 39
gewiss, 102-103
giving orders, 95, 96

giving up, 286

goals, 280

grammar
case, 9
conjugating verbs, 8-9
exercises, 11
gender, 9, 20, 24
important aspects of, 278
number, 9
overview, 7
word order, 10

gut, 186

o/ o
haben
conjugating, 78-79, 294-295
past Subjunctive I, 130
present perfect tense,
233-239, 290
present Subjunctive II,
123-124
with reflexive pronouns, 170
simple past tense, 256-258
strong verbs with, 292
halb, 44
hitte, 123
headwords (~), 14, 56
helping verbs. See auxiliary
verbs
hope, expressing, 270-271
hypothetical situations, 124-125

o]e

ich, 70
idiomatic expressions
accusative prepositions, 174
dative prepositions, 174
defined, 167
with mégen, 140
negative replies and, 108-110
prepositions used, 173
verb expressions, 167-168
verb/preposition combos, 172
-ieren endings, 234, 245-246,
289
ihr, 70-71, 95
imperative mood, 95-97
imperfect past tense. See
simple past tense
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in, 172
inanimate objects, 20
indefinite articles, 24-25,
299-300
independent clauses. See main
clauses
indicative mood, 120, 134
indirect objects, 26
infinitives, 8, 128, 269-270
informality, 71, 285
information, checking, 90-91
information-gathering
questions, 87-89
inseparable-prefix verbs
defined, 168
dual-prefix verbs, 160
overview, 155-159
with past participle ending
in -en, 294
with past participle ending
in -t, 294
present perfect tense, 244-245
transitive verbs and, 16
instant online translating tools,
281
intention verbs, 144-146,
270-271
interrogative pronouns, 87-89,
302
intransitive verbs (vi), 14, 16,
239
inverted word order, 10
irregular comparisons, 199-200,
304
irregular verbs
modal verbs, simple past
tense, 292
past participles, 290
present tense, 78-81
simple past tense, 251, 253,
254
strong, 203, 252-255
weak, 236-237, 289, 296-298
-isch endings, 179

° ] °
ja, 102-104
jawohl, 102-103
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oK o

kein, 106-108, 271

klar, 102-103

kommen, 253, 292-293

konnen, 124-125, 136-139,
295-296

o/ o

labeling, 59

language fluency methods, 279

languages, 47-48

lesen, 76, 293

letzte, 41

likable verb, 139-140

listening skills, 279

Lorenz, Juergen (German For
Dummies), 2

o/l o

main clauses, 30-31

main verbs, 135, 141

male. See masculine

manner, 283

maps, 46

markers, gender, 20, 24

masculine, 20-22

maybe, 112-115

medical titles, 285

mehr, 195

memory aids, 8

mich, 170

mitbringen, 293

mochten, 141-142, 145

modal verbs
auxiliary verbs, 297-298
double infinitives and past

subjunctive, 128
diirfen, 135-136, 295
identifying, 134-135, 283
konnen, 136-139, 295-296
mochten, 141-142
mogen, 139-140, 296
miissen, 142-143, 296
overview, 133-134
present Subjunctive II,
123-124

separable-prefix verbs in
present tense, 153
simple past tense, 258-259
sollen, 143-144, 296
wollen, 144-146, 296
word order and, 135
mogen, 139-140, 296
money, 39
months, 42-43
moods, 8, 119-120. See also
conditional mood;
imperative mood;
indicative mood; modal
verbs; subjunctive mood
miissen, 142-143, 296

o\ o
nach, 44
nach Hause, 228
nachste, 41
narrating, 249
narrative past. See simple past
tense
nationalities, 25, 46-49
native speakers, 277
natural gender distinction, 20
natiirlich, 102-103
near cognates, 51, 60-61, 183,
253, 278
necessity verb, 142-143
negative answers
blunt, avoiding, 108-110
with kein, 106-108
modifying, 114
with nicht, 104-106
negative statements, 153
nehmen, 77
nein, 108
neuter (nt), 9, 20-22
nicht, 90, 104-106, 140, 143, 271
nicht war, 90
nominative case (nom.)
defined, 26-27
demonstrative pronouns,
32-33
kein, 107
personal pronouns, 30
in questions, 93
relative pronouns, 31

nonequals, comparing, 200-202

nouns. See also gender
adjectives that act as, 202-203
capitalization of, 47-48
compound, 22, 52-53
defined, 11
dictionary entries, 15-16
picture compound, 52, 54, 59
plural, 284
predicate, 24, 26-27

number, 9, 16, 32, 70, 282. See

also plurals
numbers, 37-41

o () o

ob, 213

objects, 20, 26, 93

oder, 90, 211

official time, 44

online dictionaries, 15
online translating tools, 281
open-ended questions, 91-93
opinions, 125-126
opposites, 179-182

ordinal numbers, 40-41

oo
participles, as adjectives or
adverbs, 203-204. See also
past participles
parts of speech, 11-13
past participles
defined, 203
in dictionary entries, 16
ending in -en, 294
ending in -t, 294
of inseparable-prefix verbs, 156
of separable-prefix verbs,
154, 243
of strong verbs, 238
of weak verbs, 235
past perfect tense, 259-260
past Subjunctive [, 130
past Subjunctive II, 126-128
past tenses. See also simple
past tense
German usage, 260
past perfect, 259-260



past Subjunctive I, 130
past Subjunctive II, 126-128
perhaps, 113
periods, 39-40, 43
permission verb, 135-136
personal appearance, 180-181
personal interests, 58
personal pronouns, 27, 29-30,
300-301
persons, 70
phrases
defined, 10, 207
fixed, 108-110
picture compound nouns, 52,
54, 59
pictures, word, 59, 62
place names, 46-49
placement, word. See word
order
places, 283
plateaus, 286
plurals
countries, 47
in dictionaries, 16
gender, 9, 22-23
indefinite articles, 24
nouns, 284
number, 39
polite requests, 125
position, word. See word order
positive statements, 153
possesion. See genitive case
(gen)
possessive adjectives, 187, 188,
189
possessive pronouns, 29, 188
preceded adjectives, 187, 194,
302
predicate nouns, 24, 26-27
preference verb, 141-142
prefix verbs
dual-, 159-161
inseparable-prefix verbs,
155-159, 244-245, 294
overview, 149-150
separable-prefix verbs,
150-155, 170, 242-244, 293
prefixes, 10, 55, 283-284
prepositional phrases, 217

prepositions. See also
accusative prepositions;
accusative/dative
prepositions
an, 172
auf, 168, 170
combinations, 227-228
combining verbs with,
172-176
da- compounds, 110-112
dative, 218, 221-223, 305
defined, 12, 217
dictionary entries, 16
entlang, 306
fiir, 172
genitive, 218, 224, 305
importance of, 218
in, 172
meaning, 219
misplacing, 283-284
ordinal numbers and, 41
phrase characteristics, 217
prefixes, 284
in questions beginning with
wo-, 91-92
types of, 217
verb combinations, 55
vor, 168
present continuous tense, 266
present participles, 39, 203
present perfect tense
characteristics of, 228
charts, 290
compared to simple past and
past perfect, 259-260
defined, 8
German versus English,
241-242
haben, 233-239
identifying verbs ending
in -ieren, 242
inseparable-prefix verbs, 242,
244-245
sein, 239-240
separable-prefix verbs,
154-155, 242-244
time elements, 241
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translations for German
present tense, 82
verbs ending in -ieren,
245-246
present Subjunctive I, 129
present Subjunctive I
creating with wiirde, 121-122
haben, 123-124
modal verbs, 123-124
sein, 123
using, 124-126
present subjunctive mood, 290
present tense
charts, 289
conjugations, 73-81
defined, 8
in questions, 86
separable-prefix verbs,
152-153
subject pronouns, 69-72
using, 81-82
using instead of future tense,
265-269
verb endings, 289
probability, expressing with
werden, 272
professions, 25
progressive tense, 8
pronouns. See also gender;
reflexive pronouns;
relative pronouns
cases, 27-30
defined, 11
demonstrative, 32-33, 301
der- words, 301
dictionary entries, 16
interrogative, 87-89, 302
personal, 29-30, 300-301
possessive, 29, 188
subject, 69-72
word order and, 170
pronunciation, 284
punctuation, 96

o () o
-
questions. See also answers

interrogative pronouns, 87-89
inverted word order, 10
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questions (continued)
making choices, 93-94
modal verbs, 135
open-ended, 91-93
question-command hybrids,
96-97
tag, 90-91
wo- compounds, 91-93
yes/no, 85-87, 153
quotations, 128-130

o R e
reading actively, 253, 279
reflexive pronouns
accusative case, 169
accusative prepositions, 220
case, 302
dative case, 169
dich, 170
euch, 170
ihr, 170
list of, 300
mich, 170
mir, 169
sich, 169, 170
uns, 170
verb/preposition expressions,
170
word order, 170
reflexive verbs
body parts, 170
cases, 169-170
common, 171
defined, 167
overview, 168-169
pronouns and, 16
uses of konnen with, 138
word order, 170
refusals, 112-115, 114
regular verbs
present tense conjugation,
73-75
weak, 234-236, 251-252, 291
relative clauses, 30-31
relative pronouns
case, 301
clauses and, 30-32
identifying case, 169
list of, 301
similarities to English, 27

religion, 25
requests, 96-97, 125
retention aids, 8
richtig, 102-103
rogues, 239

oS e

schon, 272
seasons, 42-43
second person, 70, 75-77
sein
with adjectives, 185
conjugating, 295
imperative form, 95
overview, 79-81
past Subjunctive I, 130
present perfect tense,
239-240, 256, 290
present Subjunctive II, 123
simple past tense, 256-258
strong verbs with, 292-293
Subjunctive I, 129
selbstverstiandlich, 102-103
sentences
cases in, 26
complex, 284-285
conditional, 125
defined, 10, 208
German word order, 210
separable prefixes, 16
separable-prefix verbs
anziehen, 170
defined, 168
dual-prefix verbs, 160
examples, 293
overview, 150-152
present perfect tense,
154-155, 242-243
present tense, 152-153
simple past, 153-154
sich, 169
sicher, 102-103, 272
sie, 70, 71-72, 75-77
Sie (you), 70-72, 95
simple past tense
charts, 289
defined, 8
in dictionary entries, 16
English equivalents, 242, 250

German equivalents, 242
German use, 250
haben, 256-258
identifying, 249
irregular verbs, 252-255
modal verbs, 258-259
overview, 249-250
regular verbs, 251
regular weak verbs, 251-252
sein, 256-258
separable-prefix verbs,
153-154
verb endings, 289
simple present tense, 242
singular forms, 9, 22-23
sollen, 143-144, 296
sondern, 211
speech, indirect, 128-130
spelling-change verbs, 75-77
spelling, compound word, 52
sprechen, 76
stark, 184
Starke Nerven, 183
statements, 153
statt, 305
stems, verb, 73, 75
stem-vowel changes, 75-77
strong past participle endings,
156
strong verbs
with auxiliary haben, 292
with auxiliary sein, 292-293
characteristics of, 237
English patterns, 238
irregular, 252-255
past participles, 238, 290
present perfect tense, 237-239
with present-tense vowel
changes, 293
principal parts of, 296-298
simple past tense, 289
subjunctive form, 124
subject pronouns
formality, 70-71
overview, 69-70
sie/Sie, 71-72
subjects
noun genders by, 21-22
sentence, 26, 93



subjunctive mood
defined, 8, 119-120
Subjunctive I, 128-130
Subjunctive II, 121-129
subjunctive types verses
conditional, 120
subordinate clauses
defined, 208
relative pronouns and, 30-31
subordinating conjunctions
and, 212
word order and, 137, 282
subordinating conjunctions
characteristics of, 213
defined, 207-208
list of, 212
overview, 212
using, 213
word order, 214, 214-215
suffixes, 10, 57
suggestions, 96, 96-97, 112-115,
113-114
superlatives, 195, 204

o o

tag questions, 90-91
telephone numbers, 39
tense marker, 251
tenses, 8-9. See also future
tense; past perfect tense;
present perfect tense;
present tense; simple past
tense
the, 28
third person, 70, 75-77
time, 283
time expressions
clock and, 44-45
coordinating conjunctions
and, 210
present perfect tense, 241
word order, 267
total verriickt, 184
traits, personal, 180-181
transitive verbs (vt), 14, 16, 239
translating, 281
trinken, 253, 292
tun, 74

two-part verbs, 150
two-way prepositions. See
accusative/dative

prepositions

olf o

iiber-, 160

Uhr, 45

um-, 160, 167

um ehrlich zu sein, 113

umlauts
capitalization and, 284
comparisons, 198
symbols, 197, 284

und, 211

uns, 170

user-friendly dictionaries, 15

oo

verbs. See also inseparable-

prefix verbs; irregular
verbs; modal verbs; prefix
verbs; reflexive verbs;
regular verbs; separable-
prefix verbs; strong verbs;
weak verbs

auxiliary, 78, 154-155, 250

combinations, 55, 172, 173,
227, 228

combining with prepositions,
172-176

defined, 12

dictionary entries, 16

dual-prefix, 159-161

duty, 143-144

ending in -ieren, 245-246

endings, 8, 57

future tense, 290

haben, 294-295

idiomatic expressions and,
167-168, 172

-ieren, 202, 246

imperative form, 95

intransitive, 14, 16, 239

main, 135, 141

mishandling, 283

with prepositions, 168

present perfect tense, 290

present subjunctive mood, 290
present tense, 289
related words, 56
sein, 295
simple past tense, 289
spelling change, 75-77
subjunctive form, 121, 124
transitive, 14, 16, 239
two-part, 150
werden, 295
werden + infinitive, 269-270
vielleicht, 136
vocabulary exercises, 279
von, 110, 176
vor, 44, 168

o[/ o

wandern, 74
wire, 123
Warning icons, 4
was fiir (ein), 93-94
weak past participle endings,
156
weak verbs
irregular, 236-237, 289, 292,
296-298
past participles, 290
regular, 234-236, 251-252, 289,
291
subjunctive form, 124
weather, 181-182
webs, word, 59
weekdays, 42-43
Welcher/welche/welches, 88
wem, 88
wen, 88
wenn, 213
wer, 88
werden
with adjectives, 185
assuming, hoping, and
intentions, 270-271
conjugating, 295
future tense, 269-272, 290
present subjunctive, 290
present subjunctive and, 121
probability, 272
wessen, 88
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will, false cognate, 270
will, German equivalent, 265
wishes, 124-125
wissen, 77
wo- compounds, 91-93
wohl, 272
wohnen, 291
wollen, 144-146, 296
word categories, 56, 58-60
word combinations
breaking down, 278
compound nouns, 52-53
overview, 51
picture compound nouns, 54
verb combinations, 55-56
word families, 56-58
word fans, 59
word order, 282-283
case, 27-28
conjunctions, 209-211,
214-215
dates, 43

double infinitives and past
subjunctive, 128

inverted, 10, 282

manner, 283

modal verbs, 135

in numbers over 21, 38

overview, 10

place, 283

in questions beginning with
wo-, 91

reflexive verbs, 170

relative clauses, 31

separable-prefix verbs,
152-154

standard, 209, 267, 282

subordinate clauses, 282

time, 283

use of nicht, 104-105

when using ja alternatives, 103
words, ordinal numbers as, 41

writing, 285-286
wiirde, 121-122

oyo

yes: variations on ja, 102-104
yes/no questions, 85-87, 153

o/ o
ziehe, 170
zu Hause, 228, 283

zwei, 38
zZwo, 38



