
Introducing
MySpace

MySpace is a phenomenon in its own right. Chances are you
already know what MySpace is all about, and, indeed, you may
even have your own MySpace profile. This book will help you

design a truly awesome profile.

The purpose of Part I is to not only give you an understanding of where
MySpace fits into the greater context of the Internet but also to provide the
building blocks you need to understand some of the hacks later in the book.

By the end of Part I you’ll have an understanding of HyperText Markup
Language (HTML) as well as of cascading style sheets (CSS). You’ll also
learn how to place code in your profile and how to use an HTML or text
editor to compose your code. Part I also covers how to upload images to
file-hosting web sites, or to your own web site, so that they can be embed-
ded in your profile.

Chapter 1
Making MySpace Your Space

Chapter 2
Customizing and Hacking
MySpace

Chapter 3
Introduction to HyperText
Markup Language

Chapter 4
More on HyperText 
Markup Language

Chapter 5
Using a Text Editor

Chapter 6
Introduction to Cascading
Style Sheets

Chapter 7
More on Cascading 
Style Sheets

Chapter 8
Using MySpace with 
Image Hosting Web Sites

Chapter 9
Using MySpace with Your
Own Web Site
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Making MySpace
Your Space

Do you want your MySpace profile to make an impact? Do you 
want it to stand out from the crowd? Or maybe you just want to
develop a MySpace profile that better reflects who you are as an

individual? MySpace (www.myspace.com — see Figure 1-1) has more
than 80 million profiles at the time of this writing, which makes it very easy
for your profile to get lost in the plethora of profiles that are all competing
for attention.

A profile that consists solely of programming tricks doesn’t necessarily
translate into a profile that is appealing — in fact, if you go overboard, such
tricks can make your profile look too busy and can make it look like you’re
trying too hard.

To create a cool profile, you need style and good content in addition to
technical prowess. While some might argue that style can’t be taught, this
book certainly points out some of the traps for the unwary and also provides
advice on how to generate interesting content.

What Is MySpace?
Before embarking on the journey to develop a cool MySpace profile, it’s
worth reflecting on what MySpace is about and why it’s so popular. This
will help you to develop a clear idea of what you’re trying to achieve.

MySpace is a “social networking” web site. There are more than 200 social
networking web sites in existence, and their success can be largely attributed
to the human need for connection with others. For many people, such web
sites provide a way to extend their real-world circles of friends and acquain-
tances, or to find other people with similar interests. Some people even use
a social networking site to meet romantic partners, while for others it’s a
way to escape the daily grind of their mundane lives — after all, almost any-
one can be cool on MySpace.

�What is MySpace?

�Why MySpace
is cool

� Credibility in the
music industry

� Beware the
dark side

chapter
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