
• Numerics •
3 by 3 by 3 (activity), 240
30 proverbs; 20 apostrophes (activity),

305–306

• A •
a (letter)

lazy, 179
long sound, 88–89, 123–124, 133, 322
schwa, 177, 178–180
short sound, 88
uh sound, 88
y as long-a sound, 152

able (suffix), 280–282
ack (word family), 172–173
acronyms, 212
activities. See specific activities; specific

games
Activity icon, 5
Adding a quick ending (activity), 285–286
Adding able or ible (activity), 281–282
Adding s’s quick and easy (activity),

268–269
age (suffix), 292
ai pair, 134–135
ain (suffix), 292
air (word family), 147–148, 202–203
ake words, 73–74
al (suffix), 289–290
alk (word family), 183–184
all (suffix), 290–291
all (word family), 183–184, 208, 311–312
alternated reading, 34–35
Always ct (never kt) (activity), 104–105
an (word family), 172
anagrams, 55
ank (word family), 172–173
ant (suffix), 288–289
antonym, 57
ap (word family), 172

apostrophes
commas compared, 302
in contractions, 295–296, 301–302,

304–307
possessive, 299–301

Apostrophes in contractions and
possessions (activity), 299–300

ar sound, 189
ar (word family), 185–187
are (word family), 148, 202–203
ary (suffix), 293
ash (word family), 172–173
at (word family), 172
ate (suffix), 292
au (word family), 200–201, 314–315
aught (word family), 191–193
aw (word family), 200–201, 314–315
awt sound, 192
ay sound, 88–89, 144, 152, 192, 323

• B •
b (silent), 228–229
Back to front and front to back (activity),

125–126
Back-to-front syllables (activity), 75
ball and jacks (game), 169
Bang! (game), 146
Battleship (activity), 329–330
beanbag toss (game), 146
Beginning to Read Phonics: Fishing for Silent

“e” Words (Judy/Instructo), 19, 344
Beginning to Read Phonics: Word Family Fun,

Long Vowels (Judy/Instructo), 19, 344
Bingo (activity), 331
bl (blend), 94
blend

Always ct (never kt) (activity), 104–105
cc words, 99–101
ct, 104–105
description, 93–94
digraphs compared, 94, 110
at the end, 103–108
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blend (continued)
Extending yourself with ex words

(activity), 102–103
at the front, 103–108
lk, 106
Looking at ex words (activity), 101–102
Making great use of a pizza box (activity),

96–97
ng, 107–108
nk, 106, 107–108
practicing, 51
Seven super shapes (activity), 97
sk, 97–99, 106
skr, 99
Sorting your double-c’s (activity), 100–101

Boggle (game), 324, 341
books, choosing, 34
Bossy-e spelling rule

Back to front and front to back (activity),
125–126

benefits of knowing, 61
description, 121–122, 322
Finding 18 errors (activity), 126–127
Forming Bossy e pictures (activity), 131
Joking around with Bossy e (activity), 130
long-vowel sound, 121–122
sight words and, 214–215
spelling Bossy-e words, 126–130
spotting Bossy-e words, 122–126
Thinking in threes (activity), 129–130
Three Bossy e quizzes (activity), 127–129

boys, spelling and, 20
breaks, 47
Building word families (activity), 210–211
busy teachers cafe (Web site), 60

• C •
c (letter)

cuh sound, 69
hard sound, 100
soft-c sound, 63–64, 69, 98, 234–237
ss sound, 69, 99

ca words, 71
Cadaco (Spell Time kit), 18
car trips, games for, 343–348
card games, 343–344
The Cat in the Hat (Dr. Seuss), 173

cc words, 74, 99–101
ch (digraph)

in long-vowel words, 112–113
Mastering ch with Lay-3 card game

(activity), 111–112
in short-vowel words, 110–111
Sorting long-vowel words with ch endings

(activity), 113
Changing a first letter (activity), 81–82
Changing a last letter (activity), 82
Changing a vowel (activity), 82–83
Changing between short and long vowels

(activity), 137
Changing the last letter (activity), 203
Charades (activity), 291
charts, reward system and, 16, 17
chat rooms, 40
Chinese jump-rope (game), 169
Choosing your spelling list (activity), 254
choral reading, 34
chunks of sound

blends, 51
digraphs, 52
long vowels, 51
long words from short-vowel chunks,

85–86
rhymes, 52
single letters, 51
spelling in chunks, 84–85
syllables as, 245

Chutes and ladders (activity), 340–341
Chutes and ladders with chances

(activity), 241–242
cial (suffix), 294
cian (suffix), 286–287
cious (suffix), 294
ck words, 72–73, 105–106
Clapping out syllables (activity), 246
Cleaver cards (activity), 223–224
close activity, 40
co words, 71
Coffee for the jockey and me (activity), 158
Color-coding sight words (activity), 207
Colors and chunks (activity), 194
commas, 302, 303
compound words, 248–250
computers, 20
confidence, in spelling, 55
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consonants
blends at the end, 103–108
blends at the front, 94–103
breaking words between, 253–255
different spellings for same sound, 76
double, 250–253

contractions
activities, 297–298, 301–307
can’t versus can,t, 302–303
common, table of, 296–297
definition, 295
it’s versus its, 301–302
understanding, 295–296
who’s versus whose, 303–304
you’re versus your, 198

corrections
judicious, 55–56
look-say-cover-write-check formula, 42–43
with pencil instead of red pen, 56
pronunciation, 178
proofreading, 44–45
reading mistakes, 35–37
tips for, 46

Count and figure out (activity), 297
Cracking the ph cryptic code (activity), 117
Creating th word crosses (activity), 116
cs sound, 100
ct (blend), 69, 104–105
cu words, 71
cuh sound, 69
Cutting extra letters (activity), 76

• D •
Demon dozen (activity), 263
Department of Health and Human Services

(DHHS), 45
Dictated spellings (activity), 236
dictation, 43–44, 59–60, 326–328
dictionary, 19–20
digraph

blend compared, 94, 110
ch, 110–113
definition, 109, 247
ph, 116–117
practicing, 52
sh, 113–115
th, 115–116

vowel, 110
wh, 118, 168

diphthong, 110
double consonants, 250–253
double letters, 76–79
Doubling the letter to keep the vowel short

(activity), 278
Dr. Seuss

The Cat in the Hat, 173
Hop on Pop-Up, 173

Drawing boxes with words (activity),
336–337

Drawing pictures with words (activity),
337–338

• E •
e (letter). See also Bossy-e spelling rule

ey sound, 89
long sound, 89, 123, 133, 322–323
schwa, 177
short sound, 146
silent, 89
soft-s and j, 89
y as long-e sound, 122, 152–159, 216,

322–323
ea words, 134–135, 139–141, 146–147
ear (word family), 148–149, 189, 202–203
Easy Action Picture Words (Frank Schaffer

Publications), 19
Easy Blends and Digraphs (Frank Schaffer

Publications), 19, 344
Easy, medium, and hard (activity), 256
Easy Sight Words (Frank Schaffer

Publications), 19
Easy Vowels (Frank Schaffer Publications),

19, 343
Eats, Shoots and Leaves (Lynne Truss), 302
ed (suffix), 105, 275–280
Educational Learning Games (Web site), 18
ee pair, 134–135, 139–141
ee sound, 152–159
ei words, 145
Eight itchy gnomes have ticks 

(activity), 191
eight (word family), 191–193
Eight-square bingo (activity), 225–226
ell (word family), 174
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emergent writing, 56
enchantedlearning.com (Web site), 180
Ending for thirty points (activity), 284
endings. See suffixes
ent (suffix), 288–289
ent (word family), 174
er sound, 185, 187, 189
er (word family), 185–187, 314
ery (suffix), 293–294
es (plural), 269–273
est (word family), 174
ewe sound, 90
ex words, 100–103
Extending yourself with ex words

(activity), 102–103
Extravagant excuses (activity), 200
ey sound, 89
eye sound, 89

• F •
f words, 273–275
ff words, 77
Filling in missing letters (activity), 75
Finding an ear match (activity), 189–190
Finding an our, oar, or oor match 

(activity), 189
Finding 18 errors (activity), 126–127
Finding, running, and writing (activity), 275
Finding ten ending mistakes (activity),

284–285
Finding the gap (activity), 86
Finding the word (activity), 274
Finding three little words (activity), 54–55
Finding your spelling strategies (activity),

212–213
Finding your word family (activity), 333
fine-motor skills, 23
finger olympics, 23
Finishing words (activity), 161
Five up (activity), 138
Fixing a muddle (activity), 241
flashcards, 18–19
Forming Bossy e pictures (activity), 131
fortuneteller (game), 346–348
Four pairs of vowels (activity), 136–137
fr (blend), 94

Frank Schaffer Publications
Easy Action Picture Words, 19
Easy Blends and Digraphs, 19, 344
Easy Sight Words, 19
Easy Vowels, 19, 343
Sight Words, 19, 344

full (suffix), 290–291

• G •
g (letter)

silent, 227–228
soft-g words, 63–64, 238–241

games. See specific games
Games Kids Play (Web site), 169
Getting it right with its (activity), 301–302
gh (silent), 222–223
Going to Aunt Maud’s (game), 345
group activities

Battleship, 329–330
Bingo, 331
Chutes and ladders, 340–341
Drawing boxes with words, 336–337
Drawing pictures with words, 337–338
Finding your word family, 333
Hands on the table, 332
Oh No!, 338–339
Racing and defining, 335–336
Racing and finger-writing, 334–335
Racing and writing, 333–334
Wake up and spell the word, 339–340

gu words, 226
gue words, 226–227

• H •
h (silent), 230–231
Ha, ha (activity), 306–307
Half and half (activity), 154
Hands on the table (activity), 332
handwriting, 26, 41, 318–319
Hangman (game), 62, 324, 344
hard sound, 68, 98
hearing, assessing, 26, 317–318
High five (activity), 252
homograph, 57, 58, 147, 199
homonym, 57
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Homonyms Match (Judy/Instructo), 19
homophone, 57, 59
Hop on Pop-Up (Dr. Seuss), 173
Hula-Hoop (game), 169

• I •
i (letter)

eye sound, 89
long sound, 89, 123–124, 144
schwa, 177
short sound, 89, 322–323
y as long-i sound, 122, 159–162, 216,

322–323
y as short-i sound, 162–163

I Spy (game), 345
i-before-e-except-after-c spelling rule, 

144, 323
ible (suffix), 280–282
ic words, 69–70, 105, 106
ick (word family), 175
icons, used in book, 5
identical sounds

j or soft-g, 233, 240–241
s or soft-c, 233, 237

ie words, 142–144
igh (word family), 190
ight (word family), 190, 312
ike words, 73–74
ill (word family), 175
Imagining sentences (activity), 240
in (word family), 174
ine (suffix), 292
ing (word family), 175
ink (word family), 175
Internet message boards and chat 

rooms, 40
interrupted reading, 34, 35
invented spellings, 55
ip (word family), 174
ir (word family), 185–186, 314
it (word family), 174

• J •
jargon, 26–30
Joking around with Bossy e (activity), 130
journal, shared, 39

Judy/Instructo
Beginning to Read Phonics: Fishing for

Silent “e” Words, 19, 344
Beginning to Read Phonics: Word Family

Fun, Long Vowels, 19, 344
Homonyms Match, 19

• K •
k (letter)

after long vowel, 106
after short-vowel sound + a consonant, 73
digraphs in front of, 73
ending words, 105
ke and ki words, 70, 98
silent, 221–222

ke words, 70, 98
ki words, 70, 98
kits, 18
kn words, 221–222
ks sound, 74–75
kuh sound, 69–76

• L •
l (silent), 229–230
le (suffix), 289–290
left-handers, making accommodations 

for, 25
letters. See also consonants; vowels;

specific letters
double, 76–79
order of study, 68
practicing single, 51
sounds from single letters, 68

License plates (activity), 160
Listen up (activity), 298
listening

phonemic awareness, 49–51
to your child read, 35

Listening up for long vowels (activity), 136
lk (blend), 106
ll words, 77, 157, 174
long vowels

a, 88–89, 123–124, 133, 322
Bossy-e and, 121–122
ch endings, 112–113
description, 105, 122
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long vowels (continued)
e, 89, 123, 133, 322–323
i, 89, 123–124, 144
o, 90, 123–124, 133, 322
in open syllables, 90–91, 255–256
practicing, 51
spelling, 138–139
two vowels combined, 122
u, 90, 123
y as long a, 152
y as long e, 122, 152–159, 216, 322–323
y as long i, 122, 159–162, 216, 322–323

long words, from short-vowel chunks,
85–86

long-term memory, 48
look of words, remembering, 323–324
Look who’s talking (activity), 306
Looking at ex words (activity), 101–102
looking at letters

importance of, 53
words within words, 54–55

Looking, marking, and writing 
(activity), 185

look-say-cover-write-check formula, 42–43
ly words, 155–157

• M •
magnetic letters, 341
Making a word longer (activity), 279–280
Making great use of a pizza box (activity),

96–97
Making sense (activity), 250
Mancala Spellorama! (activity), 264–265
Marathon spelling contest (activity), 60
marbles (game), 169
Marking up words (activity), 162
Mastering ch with the Lay-3 card game

(activity), 111–112
Matching up words and endings 

(activity), 287
memory joggers, 45
message boards, Internet, 40
mistakes, learning from, 55–56
mn words, 232
mnemonic, 45, 192, 193
modeling reading, 33
mood lifters, 15

More challenging sh rhymes (activity),
114–115

motivation, 15–16

• N •
names game, 345
National Institutes of Health 

(NIH, Web site), 45
ng (blend), 107–108
nk (blend), 106, 107–108
notes, from child to parent, 41
Nuts about Nuts (Michael Rosen), 33

• O •
o (letter)

long sound, 90, 123–124, 133, 322
oh sound, 90
schwa, 177
short sound, 90

o (word family), 193–194, 208–209
oa pair, 134–135
oar words, 189
ock (word family), 175–176
og (word family), 175–176
Oh No! (activity), 338–339
oh sound, 90, 199
oi (word family), 196–198, 312–313
oke words, 73–74
one-syllable words, 247
Only ungrateful girls hate toys 

(activity), 192
oo (word family), 195–196, 315–316
oor words, 189
op (word family), 175–176
open syllables, 90–91
open vowel words, 90–91, 255–256
or sound, 187, 188–189
or (word family), 185–187, 311–312
origami cruets (game), 346–348
ory (suffix), 294
ou (word family), 193–194, 198–199, 208,

209, 313
ought (word family), 191–193
ould (word family), 208
our words, 189
overpronunciation, 52–53
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ow (word family), 198–199, 313
oxymorons, 55
oy (word family), 196–197, 312–313
oy-oi quiz (activity), 197

• P •
p (silent), 231–232
Pairs of vowels (activity), 139–141
palindromes, 56, 181
parrot reading, 45
pencil grip, 22–24
ph (digraph), 116–117
phonemic awareness, 49–51
phonetic pronunciation, 52, 321
phonics, 49, 50
phonograms, 168
Pictures and mnemonics (activity),

230–231
Placing your bets (activity), 277
plcmc.org (Web site), 180
plurals

es, 269–273
f words, 273–275
s, 268–269

poem, mistake-filled, 21
Poem search (activity), 298
Pointing and spelling (activity), 271–272
points, reward system and, 16, 17
possessive apostrophes, 299–301
posters, writing, 38–39
posture, 22–24
Prefix run (activity), 258
prefixes

definition, 256
description, 63
syllables and, 256–261

profanity, 17
pronunciation

correcting, 178
exaggerating, 53, 328
phonetic, 52, 321

proofreading, 44–45

• Q •
q (letter), silent u with, 94
qu words, 224–225

• R •
r (letter)

after two vowels, 188–190
vowel+r words, 81, 184–190

Racing and defining (activity), 335–336
Racing and finger-writing (activity),

334–335
Racing and writing (activity), 333–334
readiness, for spelling well, 20–26
reading

alternated, 34–35
choosing books, 34
choral, 34
correcting mistakes, 35–37
interrupted, 34, 35
listening to your child read, 35
modeling, 33
parrot, 45
remembering to read, 61
to your child, 32
with your child, 32–37

Remember icon, 5
Remembering and spelling (activity), 290
remembering unusual words, 213–214
rhymes

as memory joggers, 45
practicing, 52

Rhyming riddles (activity), 78–79
Rhyming time with sh (activity), 114
Riddles of things you shouldn’t do

(activity), 78
Right or wrong? (activity), 252–253
root word, 196
Rosen, Michael (Nuts about Nuts), 33
rote, learning by, 43
routines

benefits, 42
dictation, 43–44, 59–60
look-say-cover-write-check formula, 42–43
proofreading, 44–45

• S •
s (plural), 268–269
sc (blend), 97–99
schwa

at the beginning of words, 178–179
description, 177
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schwa (continued)
at the end of words, 179
in the middle of words, 180–181
Spelling continents (activity), 180

scr words, 72
Scrabble (game), 62, 324, 341
See it, say it, spell it (activity), 157
Seven super shapes (activity), 97
sh (digraph)

More challenging sh rhymes (activity),
114–115

Rhyming time with sh (activity), 114
words beginning with, 113
words ending with, 113–114

Sharing a journal (activity), 39
Shopping at Macy’s (game), 346
short vowels

ch in short-vowel words, 110–111
Changing a first letter (activity), 81–82
Changing a last letter (activity), 82
Changing a vowel (activity), 82–83
description, 68–69, 122
importance, 67
inside sight words, 86–88
kuh sound, 69–76
long words from short-vowel chunks,

85–86
Spelling circle (activity), 84
spelling in chunks, 84–85
table of short-vowel words, 80–81
Ten words in a chain (activity), 83–84

short-sounding words, adding ed to,
276–278

short-term memory, 47–48
sight word activities

boxes, 219
games, 219–220
hiding and seeking, 217–218
mediums, varying, 218–219
oral spellings, 219
oral spellings with a theme, 219
picture words, 220
racing the clock, 218
seeing and writing, 217
tracking progress, 218
words on your back, 219

sight words
Bossy-e spelling rule, 214–215
eccentric individuals, 211–214
families, 207–211
games, 219–220
learning in bite-sized pieces, 220
long-e and long-i sounds, 216
made from short-vowel spelling 

chunks, 87
remembering unusual words, 213–214
spelling quickly, 216
spelling rules, 214–216
table of most common, 206–207
working on, 62, 325
writing short vowels inside, 86–88

Sight Words (Frank Schaffer Publications),
344

silent letters
b, 228–229
description, 63
g, 227–228
gh, 222–223
h, 230–231
k, 221–222
l, 229–230
p, 231–232
t, 231
u, 94, 224–226
w, 224

Silly sentences (activity), 236–237
similes, 55
sion (suffix), 286–287
sk (blend), 97–99, 106
ske words, 71–72
ski words, 71–72
skr (blend), 99
soft-c words

ci letter combination, 98
recognizing soft-c words, 234–235
rule, 234
working on, 63–64
writing soft-c words, 236–237

soft-g words
j, distinguishing from, 240–241
recognizing soft-g words, 238–239
rule, 238
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working on, 63–64
writing soft-g words, 240

songs (car trip game), 346
Sorting long-vowel words with ch endings

(activity), 113
Sorting prefixes (activity), 257–258
Sorting sounds into groups (activity),

154–155
Sorting your double-c’s (activity), 100–101
Sorting your tomatoes and heroes

(activity), 273
Sounds right; looks wrong (activity), 139
Spell Time kit (Cadaco), 18
spell-checker, computer, 20
Spelling back to front (activity), 181
Spelling buddies (activity), 143–144
Spelling by flashlight (activity), 87–88
spelling chunks. See also chunks of sound

defined, 117
short-vowel chunks, 84–85
word family, 167–168

Spelling circle (activity), 84
Spelling compound words (activity), 249
Spelling continents (activity), 180
Spelling folder (activity), 170–171
spelling lists, 324–325
spelling patterns, key, 263–265
spelling rules

Bossy-e, 61, 121–122, 214–215, 322
i-before-e-except-after-c, 137, 144
looking for, 321–323
sight words, 214–216
when-two-vowels-go-walking-the-first-one-

does-the-talking rule, 61, 110, 133–134, 
215, 322

y-acting-like-a-vowel rule, 79, 322–323
spelling, with your child, 41–42
Spotting soft-c spellings (activity), 235
Spotting soft-g spellings (activity), 239
squ (blend), 94
ss sound, 73, 99
ss words, 77
stories, writing, 40
stress, decreasing, 46–47
suffixes

age, 292
ain, 292

ary, 293
ate, 292
cial, 294
cious, 294
description, 63
ent or ant, 288–289
ery, 293–294
full and all, 290–291
ine, 292
le and al, 289–290
mixed, 336
ory, 294
plurals, 268–275
syllables and, 261
tenses, 275–282
tion, sion, or cian, 286–287
ture, 293
ure, 293
y, 282–286

syllables
compound words, 248–250
double consonants, 250–253
friendly letters, 246–247
hearing in words, 245–246
one-syllable words, 247
open vowel words, 90–91, 255–256
prefixes, 256–261
suffixes, 261
three-syllable words and larger, 261–263
two consonants, 253–255
two-syllable words, 248–261
VCCV rule, 253, 262
VCV rule, 255, 262
vowels in, 245, 246

synonym, 57

• T •
t (silent), 231
Tackling a tampered-with story 

(activity), 237
Taking the word away! (activity), 270
teaching techniques

backing off, 11
charts, 16, 17
lightening up, 14–15
mood lifters, 15
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teaching techniques (continued)
motivation, 15–16
points and rewards, 16, 17
reasons to spell well, 12
say and then spell words, 12–14
sharing, 10–11
short and sweet, keeping things, 14
showing and practicing, 10
solving problems, 11–12

teaching tools, 17–19
team games, 62
Technical Stuff icon, 5
Ten neat word families (activity), 210
Ten words in a chain (activity), 83–84
tenses, 275–282
terminology, 27–30
th (digraph), 115–116
Thinking in threes (activity), 129–130
30 proverbs; 20 apostrophes (activity),

305–306
Three Bossy e quizzes (activity), 127–129
3 by 3 by 3 (activity), 240
three-syllable words, 261–263
tiddlywinks, words associated with, 169
Tidmarsh, David (National Spelling Bee

champion), 107
tion (suffix), 286–287
Tip icon, 5
To b or not to b (activity), 228–229
tools

flashcards, 18–19
kits, 18

Toothpicks (activity), 157–158
Truss, Lynne (Eats, Shoots and Leaves), 302
try words, 155–156
ture (suffix), 293
Twins (activity), 250–251
two vowels (word family), 208
two-syllable words

compound words, 248–250
double consonants, 250–253
open vowel words, 255–256
prefixes, 256–261
suffixes, 261
two consonants, 253–255

Two-vowel word quiz (activity), 141

• U •
u (letter)

ewe sound, 90
long sound, 90, 123
schwa, 177
short sound, 90
silent, 94, 224–226

u sound, 193–194
uck (word family), 176–177
ug (word family), 176–177
uh sound, 88, 94, 177–181
ump (word family), 176–177
unk (word family), 176–177
ur (word family), 185–186, 314
ure (suffix), 293

• V •
VCCV rule, 253, 262
VCV rule, 255, 262
vision, assessing, 24–26, 317–318
vowel digraphs, 110
vowel+r words

description, 81, 184–185
Looking, marking, and writing 

(activity), 185
r after two vowels, 188–190
tables of words, 186–187

vowels. See also long vowels; short vowels;
specific vowels

Changing between short and long vowels
(activity), 137

copy-cat, 142–149
ei words, 145
Five up (activity), 138
Four pairs of vowels (activity), 136–137
ie words, 142–144
Listening up for long vowels 

(activity), 136
open vowel words, 90–91, 255–256
Pairs of vowels (activity), 139–141
schwas, 177–181
Sounds right; looks wrong (activity), 139
Spelling buddies (activity), 143–144
in syllables, 245, 246
Two-vowel word quiz (activity), 141
y-acting-like-a-vowel rule, 79, 322–323
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• W •
w (silent), 224
wa (word family), 208
The Wacky World of Words (Web site), 55
Wake up and spell the word (activity),

339–340
war (word family), 208–209
Warning! icon, 5
Web site

busy teachers cafe, 60
Educational Learning Games, 18
enchantedlearning.com, 180
Games Kids Play, 169
handwriting worksheets, 26
National Institutes of Health (NIH), 45
plcmc.org, 180
tiddlywinks.org, 169
The Wacky World of Words, 55

wh (digraph), 118
wh (word family), 208
What’s in a word? (activity), 13–14
when-two-vowels-go-walking-the-first-one-

does-the-talking spelling rule, 61, 110,
133–134, 215, 322

Which word? (activity), 202–203
Which word does this describe? (activity),

229–230
Who has what? (activity), 300–301
Who’s or whose (activity), 303–304
wor (word family), 208–209
word cross, 116
word family

at, 172
in, 174
ack, 172–173
air, 147–148, 202–203
alk, 183–184
all, 183–184, 208, 311–312
an, 172
ank, 172–173
ap, 172
ar, 185–187
are, 148, 202–203
ash, 172–173

au, 200–201, 314–315
aught, 191–193
aw, 200–201, 314–315
description, 36, 168, 321
Dr. Seuss and, 173
ear, 148–149, 189, 202–203
eight, 191–193
ell, 174
ent, 174
er, 185–186, 314
est, 174
ick, 175
igh, 190
ight, 190, 312
ill, 175
ing, 175
ink, 175
ip, 174
ir, 185–186, 314
it, 174
o, 193–194, 208–209
ock, 175–176
og, 175–176
oi, 196–198, 312–313
one-syllable, 171–177
oo, 195–196, 315–316
op, 175–176
or, 185–187, 311–312
ou, 193–194, 198–199, 208, 209, 313
ought, 191–193
ould, 208
ow, 198–199, 313
oy, 196–197, 312–313
oy-oi quiz (activity), 197
rhymes, 51
sight words, 207–211
spelling chunks, 167–168
two vowels, 208
two vowels+r, 188–190
uck, 176–177
ug, 176–177
ump, 176–177
unk, 176–177
ur, 185–186, 314
vowel+r words, 184–190
wa, 208
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word family (continued)
war, 208–209
wh, 208
wor, 208–209

word family activities
Building word families, 210–211
Changing a first letter, 81–82
Changing the last letter, 203
Colors and chunks, 194
Eight itchy gnomes have ticks, 191
Extravagant excuses, 200
Finding an ear match, 189–190
Finding an our, oar, or oor match, 189
Finding your word family, 333
Looking, marking, and writing, 185
Only ungrateful girls hate toys, 192
Spelling folder, 170–171
Ten neat word families, 210
Which word?, 202–203

word find (game), 346
word searches, downloading, 62
words within words, 54–55
writing

close activity, 40
emergent, 56
handwriting, 41
Internet message boards and chat 

rooms, 40
journal, shared, 39
notes from child to parent, 41

posters, 38–39
stories, 40
to your child, 37–38
with your child, 38–42

Writing a loony letter (activity), 228

• X •
x sounds, 100

• Y •
y (letter)

draping e and adding y, 164
long-a sound, 152
long-e sound, 122, 152–159, 216, 322–323
long-i sound, 122, 159–162, 216, 322–323
in middle of words, 162
short-i sound, 162–163
spelling words with, 151–152
suffix, 282–286

y quiz (activity), 163
y-acting-like-a-vowel rule, 79, 322–323
y-at-the-end quiz (activity), 153
You’re and your (activity), 304

• Z •
zz words, 77
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