
Index

• A •
above, 25
accommodations

hotels, 159–168
house, 168–169

accounting department, 124
accounting firm, 123
ache/ailment, 178
additional, 129
adjectives

common, 18–19, 95
comparative forms, 96–98
described, 17
superlatives, 98–99

after, 46
afternoon, 46
agree, 94
airplane

boarding the plane, 143
immigration and customs, 

145–147
registering at the airport, 

141–142
reservations/ticket, 137–139

airport, 141–142
airport terminal, 142
aisle seat, 139
alcohol, customs restrictions, 

146
all sorts, 79
allergy, 178
alphabet

about, 7
consonants, 10–14
diphthongs, 10
vowels, 7–10

ambassador, 181
appetizers, 84
appointment, 133–134
April, 50

Arabic
favorite expressions, 

183–187
Koranic Arabic, 1–2
Modern Standard Arabic 

(MSA), 2
musical instruments, 

115–116
origins of English words, 5–7
regional dialects, 2
scholars, 104
transcription, 15–16
writing and reading from 

right to left, 7
Arabic characters

for consonants, 11–14
learning, 16
for long vowels, 10

are/is sentence, 27–28
around, 105
arrival, 143
to arrive, 144–145
art, 105
articles, definite and 

indefinite, 19–21
asking for directions

asking with courtesy, 152
Could you repeat that?, 

153–154
using command forms, 

155–157
“where” questions, 151–153

asking questions, 63–64
asking to speak to someone, 

133
aspirin, 180
ate, 33
ATM, 53, 54
attendant, 162
August, 51
available, 162
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• B •
backache, 178
bad, 95
baggage handler/porter, 147
bakery, 89
bank

account, 52–54
ATM, 53, 54
deposit, 53, 54
exchanging currency, 55–56

bank teller, 53
banker, 123
bathing suit, 115
bathroom, 162, 168, 169
bathtub, 162
beach, 115
beach umbrella, 115
beautiful, 19, 94
beauty parlor, 90
bed, 169
bedroom, 168
beef, 76
beginning, 128
behind, 25, 152
below, 152
beverages, 85
bicycle, 148
big, 18, 95
bill, paying

hotel, 167–168
restaurant, 87

birthday, 146
blanket, 162
Blessing upon you! (favorite 

expression), 185
boarding the plane, 143
body parts, 177–178
book, 18, 20, 64, 131
bookstore/library, 89
boy(s), 18, 92
bread, 74
breakfast, 74–76
briefcase, 142, 166
bruise, 178
burn, 178
bus, 149–150, 155
bus driver, 150

bus schedule, 150
bus station/stop, 149
bus ticket, 149
business appointments, 

133–134
businessman, 123
busy, 134

• C •
calendars, 50–51
car, 18, 148, 169
cards, 117
cart, 147
cash, 52, 149
cellphone, 132
Celsius, converting to 

Fahrenheit, 71
chair, 131
change, money, 149
cheap, 95
check(s), 52
chess, 117
chicken, 77, 82
classified ads, 119
client(s), 123
clinic, 179
close, 155
close to, 25
clothes shopping, 100–102
clothing store, 89
cloud, 115
coffee, 74
coin(s), 52
cold, 70, 178
colleagues, 124–128
color, 94, 101–102
command forms/imperative 

verbs
asking for directions, 

155–157
giving orders, 129–130

company, 120, 123, 134
computer, 131
concierge, 166
condiments, 77
consonants, 10–14
consulate, 180–181
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desk clerk, 131, 165, 166
desserts, 84–85
dialects, regional, 2
dialing a phone, 132
dictionary, 38–39
did, 33
difference, 53
different, 100
dining. See meals; restaurant
dining room, 82, 168
dining table, 82–83
dinner, 81–82
diphthongs, 10
directions

asking for, 91, 151–157
inside, 92
left, 92
outside, 92
right, 92

discounts, hotel, 163
distribute, 128
doctor

explaining symptoms to, 
178–179

locating, 176
talking about your body, 

177–178
treatment, 179–180

dominant vowel, 38
drawing/carving, 105, 116
drinks, 85
drums, 116
dual, 29

• E •
east, 157
to eat, 80–81
eat, 130
Egyptian dialect, 2
elders, respect for, 192
electronics store, 89
elevator, 92, 166
embassy, 181
emergencies

doctor, 176–180
hospital, 176
legal, 180–181

conversation
asking questions, 63–64
with colleagues, 124–128
countries and nationalities, 

61–63
greetings, 57–59
introductions, 60–61
telephone, 132–133
weather, 69–71
work, 67–69
yourself and your family, 

65–67
copies, 129
cough, 178
cough medicine, 180
counter/meter (taxi), 148, 149
counting, 42–43
country, 55
country names, 62–63
credit card(s), 52, 53, 54
currency, 52, 55
currency exchange, 55–56
customers, 100
customs and immigration, 

145–147

• D •
dancing, 117
date of birth, 146
day after tomorrow, 46
day before yesterday, 46
days of the week, 49–50
debit card, 52, 53, 54
December, 51
definite and indefinite articles, 

19–21
definite clause, 27
definite phrases, 22
demonstratives

common, 92–94
comparative sentences with, 

97–98
using, 26–28

dentist, 176
department store/mall, 90
departure, 143
deposit, 53, 54
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emergencies (continued)
offering help, 175–176
shouting for help, 171–175
symptoms, 178–179

employees, 120
employer, 120
ending, 128
English words, Arabic origins 

of, 5–7
entertaining, 105
entertainment, 105
entrance, 105
entrees, 84
entry, 147
Equally (favorite expression), 

186
eraser, 131
etiquette

for asking a question, 153
for visiting a mosque, 

109–110
evening, 46
every, 150
Excellent! (favorite 

expression), 183–184
exchange desk, 55–56
exchanging currency, 55–56
excuse me/pardon me, 153
exit, 105, 146
expensive, 95
expressions, Arabic favorite, 

183–187

• F •
factory, 123
Fahrenheit, 71
fall, 71
family, 65–67, 115
far, 95, 155
far from, 25
fare, 149
fast, 95
father, 65
favorite expressions, Arabic, 

183–187
fax machine, 131
February, 50

fees, 53, 54
fever, 178
firefighter, 123
fish, 77, 82
fish store, 90
flight, 139
flight attendant, 143
floor, 92, 166
flute, 116
follow, 94
food, 73
food bill, hotel, 168
Friday, 50
friends, 115, 119, 125
from, 25
fruit, list of, 76
furniture and supplies, 

131–132
future tense verbs, 39–40

• G •
garage, 169
garden, 169
gate, 142
girl(s), 18, 92
giving orders, 129–130
glue, 131
to go, 107–108
go, 155
goal/purpose, 146
God bless you (favorite 

expression), 187
good, 95
good evening, 61
Good luck!, 57
good night, 61
goodbye, 58–59
greetings. See also small talk

about, 57
with colleagues, 124–125
goodbye, 58–59
hello, 58, 132
How are you doing?, 59
I am from…, 62–63
I’m doing well, 59, 61
My name is…., 60
phone message, 135
What’s your name?, 60
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Gregorian calendar, 50–51
grocery store, 89
guitar, 116
Gulf Arabic dialect, 2

• H •
hairdresser, 90
the Hajj (pilgrimage), 110–111
half, 128
handsome, 19
he, 33
headache, 178
health insurance, 120
health symptoms, 178–179
healthy, 179
heavy, 95
he/it, 29
hello, 58, 132
to help, 172–175
help

offering, 175–176
shouting for, 171–175

help you, 134
here, 155
Hijaab (veil), 146
hobbies, 116–117
holiday season, 164
holiday/vacation, 120, 139, 

159
home, 168
home-cooked meals, 82–83
hospital, 176
host, 121
hot, 70
hotel

about, 159–160
checking in, 165–167
checking out, 167–168
choosing, 160–162
length of stay, 164–165
phone bill, 168
price, 163
reservations, 162–165

hour, 46
house, 168–169
how, 63

how many, 63
how much, 63
human resources department, 

124
humidity, 70
hungry, 73
husband, 65

• I •
I believe, 157
I don’t understand, 153
icons used in this book, 3
ID card, 150
If God wishes it (favorite 

expression), 184
I/me, 29
immigrant(s), 147
immigration and customs, 

145–147
imperative verbs/command 

forms
asking for directions, 

155–157
giving orders, 129–130

in, 25
in front of, 25, 152
included, 166
indefinite and definite articles, 

19–21
indefinite phrases, 21–22
information, 122, 165
inside, 92
instructions, 143
interest rate, 53
interests, 119
interview, 120–121
introductions

It’s a pleasure to meet 
you, 60

My name is, 60
nice to meet you, 60, 61
What’s your name?, 60

is/are sentence, 27–28
Islamic calendar, 50, 51–52
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• J •
January, 50
jellaba (traditional 

garment), 83
jeweler, 90
job/work. See also office 

environment
finding, 119–122
professions, list of, 68, 123
schedule for workdays, 

122–123
talking about, 67–69
telephone, 132–136

July, 51
June, 51

• K •
keep, 149
keys, hotel, 166
kitchen, 82, 168, 169
knitting, 117
knowledge, 190
Koranic Arabic, 1–2

• L •
lamb, 76
lamp, 162
laundry room, 168
law firm, 123
lawyer, 123, 180
left, 92
left of, 152
legal, 180–181
leisure

beach, 115
hobbies, 116–117
movies, 106–109
museums, 103–105
musical instruments, 

115–116
religious sites, 109–111
sports, 111–115

length of stay, hotel, 164–165
let’s go, 114–115
library, 89

light, 20
light (weight), 95
living room, 168
look, 130
luggage, 142, 166
lunch, 76–80, 122

• M •
machines, 131
madam, 125
marble, 105
March, 50
marketing department, 124
May, 51
meals. See also restaurant

about, 73
breakfast, 74–76
dinner, 81–82
to eat, 80–81
home-cooked, 82–83
lunch, 76–80

meat, 76, 82
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, 110
medical emergencies, 176–180
medicine, 179
meeting/conference, 128, 134
men, 92
menu, 83–85
message, 135
meter, taxi, 148, 149
Middle Eastern music, 116
milk, 74
minutes, 46, 47–48
mirror, 162
Modern Standard Arabic 

(MSA), 2
Monday, 50
money

about, 52
ATM, 53, 54
bank account, 52–54
currency exchange, 55–56

months, 50–51, 122
moon letters, 20
morning, 46
mosque, visiting, 109–110
mother, 65
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motorcycle, 148
move, 130
movies, 106–109
Mr./Sir, 134
MSA (Modern Standard 

Arabic), 2
museums, 103–105
music, 115–116
musical instruments, 115–116
my name, 60, 61

• N •
name, 61, 135
name of countries, 62–63
nationality, 62–63, 146
near, 95
new, 95
newspaper, 119
next to, 25
night, 46
noon, 46
north, 157
North African dialect, 2
notebook, 131
nouns

common, 18
described, 17–18
possessive, 161

November, 51
number, phone, 132, 135
numbers

about, 41
counting, 42–43
ordinals, 43–45

• O •
ocean, 115
October, 51
of course, 156
“of” or “to,” 48–49
offering, 122
office environment. See also 

job/work
about, 122
departments, 123–124
furniture and supplies, 

131–132

giving orders, 129–130
interacting with colleagues, 

124–128
key words and terms, 

123, 128–129
phone conversations, 

132–136
schedule for workdays, 122
writing reports, 126–128

okay, 157
old, 95
on, 25
only, 79
to open, 105
ophthalmologist, 176
order, 79
ordering at restaurant, 85–87
orders, giving, 129–130
ordinal numbers, 43–45
orthopedist, 176
outside, 92

• P •
pain symptoms, 178–179
painting, 105
paper clip, 131
papers, 131
pardon me/excuse me, 153
parents, 65
particular, 94, 100
passenger, 143
passport, 142
past tense verbs, 33–36
pastry shop, 89
pay-per-view, 168
pediatrician, 176
pencil, 131
pension, 120, 131
percentage, 53
personal pronouns

forming “to be” sentences, 
28–30

prefixes and suffixes, 37–38
suffixes for verbs in the past 

tense, 34–35
to use with imperatives, 

129–130
pharmacy, 179
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phone
about, 132
asking to speak to someone, 

133
beginning a conversation, 

132–133
cellphone, 132
dialing, 132
greeting message, 135
hotel phone bill, 168
making business 

appointments, 133–134
voice mail, 135–136

phone card, 132
phone number, 132, 135
photocopier, 131
piano, 116
pictures, 128
pilgrimage to Mecca (the 

Hajj), 110–111
pillow, 162
plane

boarding, 143
immigration and customs, 

145–147
registering at the airport, 

141–142
reservations/ticket, 137–139

plane ticket, 137–139
to play, 112–114, 116, 117
poetry, 117
police, 123, 175
porter/baggage handler, 147
position, 122
possessive noun, 161
pottery, 116
Praise to God (favorite 

expression), 184
prefixes, 37–38
prepositions

after comparative 
adjectives, 96

building sentences with, 
25–26

list of most common, 152
“of” or “to,” 48–49

present tense verbs, 36–39

president, 134
pretty/beautiful, 95, 105
price, 163
printer, 131
professional, 123
professions, list of, 68, 123. 

See also work/job
pronouns, personal

forming “to be” sentences, 
28–30

prefixes and suffixes, 37–38
suffixes for verbs in the past 

tense, 34–35
to use with imperatives, 

129–130
pronunciation of difficult 

letters, 15
proverbs, 189–192
public phone, 132
purpose/goal, 146

• Q •
questions

answering at airport, 142
asking for directions, 

151–157
asking with courtesy, 152
Could you repeat that?, 

153–154
immigration and customs, 

145–146
key question words, 63–64

• R •
radio, 162
rain, 69
rainbow, 70
reading, 116
reading from right to left, 7
ready, 128, 130
receipt, hotel, 168
reception/reception desk, 166
Regards (favorite expression), 

186
regional dialects, 2
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registering at the airport, 
141–142

registration desk, 142
religious prayer, 109–110
religious sites

the Hajj (pilgrimage), 
110–111

visiting a mosque, 109–110
rental car, 148
repeat, 130, 155
reports, writing, 126–128
representative(s), 129
reservations

airplane, 137–138
hotel, 162–165

restaurant. See also meals
about, 83
menu, 83–85
paying the bill, 87
placing an order, 85–87
tipping the waiter/

waitress, 87
rice, 77
right, 92
right of, 152
room, 128, 160–161, 168
room staff, 162
rules, 109

• S •
safe deposit box, 162
salad, 77
salary, 120
sand, 115
sandwich, 77–79
Saturday, 50
saw, 33, 105
saxophone, 116
say, 130
schedule for workdays, 122
school, 20
script. See Arabic characters
searching, 91
seasons, 71
seat, 121, 139, 143
secretary/assistant, 134
section, 91

selection, 100
sentence, 24
sentences

to be, 23, 28–33
is/are, 23–24
using demonstratives, 27–28
using prepositions, 25–26
was/were, 32–33
without verbs, 23–24

September, 51
she/it, 29
ship, 148
shoes, 109
shopping

asking for an item, 92–94
browsing, 90–91
clothes, 100–102
comparing merchandise, 

95–98
department stores, 90
getting around stores, 91–92
grocery stores, 89
newspaper, 119
picking the best item, 

98–100
specialty stores, 89–90

short, 19
shouting for help, 171–175
shower, 162
sick, 180
sink, 162
sir, 125, 134
sister, 125
sitting room, 168
size, 79
skills, 119
slow, 95
small, 19, 95
small talk

asking questions, 63–64
countries and nationalities, 

61–63
greetings, 57–59
introductions, 60–61
weather, 69–71
work, 67–69
yourself and your family, 

65–67

18_225233-bindex.indd   20118_225233-bindex.indd   201 1/30/09   11:43:45 PM1/30/09   11:43:45 PM



Arabic Phrases For Dummies 202

snack, 73
snow, 70
soccer, 111, 114–115
south, 157
speak, 130
speak slowly please, 153
speaking Arabic, 15
sports, 111–115
spring, 71
stapler, 131
station, 155
to stay, 165
stop, 130, 156
store clerk, 90
stores

browsing, 90–91
getting around, 91–92
types of, 89–90

storm, 70
student, 18, 163
subway, 148
suffixes

personal pronoun suffixes, 
34–35

for verbs in the present 
tense, 37–38

suitcase, 142, 166
summer, 71
sun, 69, 115
sun letters, 20–21
Sunday, 50
sunrise, 46
sunscreen, 115
sunset, 46
superlatives, 98–99
supplies for office, 131–132
sweets, 85
swimming pool, 169

• T •
table, 18, 82–83
take, 155
tall, 19
tape, 131
taxi, 148–149, 155
taxi driver, 148
tea, 74

teacher, 18
telephone

about, 132
asking to speak to someone, 

133
beginning a conversation, 

132–133
cellphone, 132
dialing, 132
greeting message, 135
hotel phone bill, 168
making business 

appointments, 133–134
phone card, 132
voice mail, 135–136

temperature, 69, 70, 71
thank you, 59
that, 26, 93
then, 157
there, 155
these/those, 27, 93
they, 29
this, 26, 93
Thursday, 50
ticket, 139, 149
time

of day, 46–47
days and months, 49–52
minutes, 46, 47–49
telling, 45–46

time of the call, 135
tipping

taxi, 149
waiter/waitress, 87

to, 25
to add, 128
“to be” sentences

described, 23
negative (not to be), 30–31
past tense (was/were), 

32–33
using personal pronouns, 

28–30
to offer, 122
to open, 53
“to” or “of,” 48–49
to organize, 142
to print, 129
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to register, 142
to try, 94
today, 46
tomorrow, 46
tour, 105
tourism, 147
tourist, 147
towel, 162
train, 150, 155
transcription used in this 

book, 15–16
transliteration, 2
transportation

about, 137, 147–148
airplane, 137–147
asking for directions, 

151–157
bus, 149–150, 155
taxi, 148–149, 155
train, 150, 155

to travel, 140–141
travel agency, 90
travel agent, 138
traveler(s), 140, 145
traveler’s checks, 55
treatment, medical, 179–180
trip, 140, 159
trumpet, 116
Tuesday, 50
turn, 156
type/kind, 53, 79, 94

• U •
ugly, 95
underneath, 25
understand, 155
university, 119
until next time, 61

• V •
vacation/holiday, 120, 139, 159
veal, 76
vegetables, list of, 77
veil (Hijaab), 146

verbs
future tense, 39–40
imperative, 129–130, 

155–157
past tense, 33–36
present tense, 36–39
sentences without, 23–24

very, 105
violin, 116
visa, 142
voice mail, 135–136
vowels

dominant, 38–39
double vowels, 8–9
long vowels, 9–10
main vowels, 7–8

voyage, 140

• W •
waiter/waitress, 85–87
walk, 156
was/were sentences, 32–33
water, 85
wave, 115
we, 29
weather

rain, 69
seasons, 71
talking about, 69–71
temperature, 69, 70, 71

Wednesday, 50
Welcome to all of you! 

(favorite expression), 183
west, 157
Western civilization, 104
what, 63
when, 63
“where” questions, 151–153
white bread, 79
who, 63
whole wheat bread, 79
why, 63
wife, 65
will open, 105
wind, 70

18_225233-bindex.indd   20318_225233-bindex.indd   203 1/30/09   11:43:45 PM1/30/09   11:43:45 PM



Arabic Phrases For Dummies 204

window seat, 140
winter, 71, 162
with, 25
With God’s blessing. (favorite 

expression), 187
With God’s guidance! (favorite 

expression), 185
With strength (favorite 

expression), 185–186
withdrawal, 54
women, 91
workers, 122
work/job. See also office 

environment
finding, 119–122
professions, list of, 68, 123
schedule for workdays, 

122–123
talking about, 67–69
telephone, 132–136

would like, 134
to write

future tense, 40
imperative form, 130
past tense, 33–34
present tense, 36–37

writing Arabic, 7
writing reports, 126–128

• X •
X-ray, 180

• Y •
yesterday, 46
you, 29
your visit, 105
youth hostel, 163
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