
• A •
acrylic glaze, 21. See also glaze
acrylic varnish, gloss or spray, 21
additive techniques, faux finishes, 112
adhesives, 22, 96–97, 157–158
alkyd paint

cleanup, 72–74, 77–80
doors, 181
drying time, 24
overview, 13
sheen, 24–25
trim, baseboards, and molding, 181
versus latex paint, 13, 24
windows, 181

amount of paint needed, 25–26
analogous color scheme, 205
angled sash brushes. See sash brushes, angled
apron, window, 190
artificial lighting in color, 206
artist’s (liner) brush, 18–19, 92, 98
artSparx Web site, 205
asbestos, in old popcorn ceilings, 169
awning window, 191

• B •
bagging faux finish, 20–21, 144–146
bags, 20–21, 75–77, 144–149
base coat to walls, applying, 66–70. See also

ecorative techniques; faux finishes
baseboards, 182. See also trim, baseboards, and

molding
black marker, permanent, 16
blank newspaper, 20, 147–149
bleach, 10, 41
blocks of color block faux finish, 103–104
blue painter’s tape

at corners and ceiling, 114–115
described, 15–16, 203
loosening, with hair dryer, 110
masking the area, 28–30
stripes, 86–92
trim, baseboards, and molding, 28–30, 183–185
windows, 188–189, 191, 193–195

boxing paint of same color, 60–61
breathing mask, 8, 36–37, 169
Brito, Aldredo (designer), 89
broad knife, 10–11, 50, 52–55

brown paper, 20, 147–149
brush spinner, 22–23
brushes. See also rollers; sash brushes

artist’s (liner), 18–19, 92, 98
for basic painting, 17
chip, 12, 14, 20, 115
cleanup, 70–74
drying, 71
selecting quality, 17
stippling, 18, 20, 162–164
wire, 22, 76

buckets, 10, 15
burnish tape, 87

• C •
can openers, 15–16, 62
cap, painter’s, 8
carpenter’s level. See levels
carpet, cleaning paint from, 80
casement windows, 191–195
ceilings

amount of paint needed, 26
popcorn, 169
prepping and priming, 114–115, 167–169
repair and painting, 63–65, 167–172

chambray faux finish, 141–143
checkerboard (squares) faux finish, 105–107
cheesecloth, 22, 62, 82, 133–134
chemical strippers, 9, 36–37
chip brush, 12, 14, 20, 115
chisel, 11, 54
clean can techniques, 62
cleaning and cleanup

alkyd paint, 72–74, 77–80
brushes, 70–74
ceilings, 169
doors, 197–198
floors, 168, 173–174, 177–178
importance of clean surfaces, 203
paint, 70–80
stencils, 97
tools for, 22
trim, baseboards, and molding, 38–40
with TSP, 10, 42, 173–174, 177–178, 197
walls, 41–42

closing lids of paint cans, 22, 61, 74, 82
clothing, 8, 36–37, 42, 80, 169. See also goggles
cloudy skies faux finish, 19, 99–102
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coats of paint, numbers of, 13
color. See also decorative techniques; faux finishes

boxing paint, 60–61
doors, 200
furniture and flooring coordination, 207
from paint chips and strips, 115, 205–206
picking the best, 205–207
room size and arrangement, 206
tinting glazes yourself, 11
trim, baseboards, and molding, 185

color blocking faux finish, 103–104
color wheel, 205
colorwashing faux finish, 18, 20, 113–115
comb

brush cleanup, 22, 71
dragging faux finish, 18, 120–122

combination sealer/primer, 13
complementary color scheme, 205
concrete floors, painting, 168, 177–180
conditioning stored paint, 62
containers with lids, 15, 22
cool colors, 205–206
corners

cutting in, with brush, 63–65
faux finishes, 98, 108
masking, blue painter’s tape, 114–115

crack repair, walls, 50–51, 54–56
crackle glaze faux finish, 21, 147
crosshatching, suede texture, 152–153
cutting in, with brush, 63–65

• D •
damaged paint, fixing, 80
damp cloth, 11–12, 35, 39, 43
decorative techniques. See also faux finishes

gradient painting, 159–161
overview, 151–152
painted tissue wallpaper, 157–159
stippling, 162–164
suede texture, 152–153
tools for, 17–22
Venetian plaster, 154–156

deglosser, liquid chemical, 23, 196–200
delicate stick tape, 86
denatured alcohol, 9, 37
denim dragging faux finish, 122
dented drywall, repair, 53
designs. See decorative techniques; faux finishes
details, attention to, 203–204
diamonds, harlequin pattern, 108–110
disposal of paint, 82
doors, 196–200
double-hung windows, 186–191
dragging brush, 18, 120–122

dragging faux finish, 119–125
drips, fixing, 80
dropcloths

for faux finish, 126–129
protecting the area, 16, 28–30, 169

drying time for paint, 24, 204
drywall, 49. See also plaster walls
drywall repair, 11, 40–41, 50–53, 57–58, 168
drywall screws, 57–58

• E •
eggshell finish, 13, 25, 111. See also faux finishes
electric drill mixer attachment, 11, 23, 55, 62
electric hand mixer, 11, 55
electrical outlets and switches, 28, 30–31
electronic level, 9
empty paint cans, 22, 59, 81–82
enamel latex paint, 19, 173, 186
etching acid, 10, 178
extension handle, for painting, 16, 68, 172, 

175–177, 179
eye protection (goggles), 8, 36, 169

• F •
faceplates, 30–31
faux finishes. See also decorative techniques

with glaze
bagging, 144–146
basic wall treatment, 116–118
chambray, 141–143
clouds, 100–102
colorwashing, 113–115
dragging, 119–125
frottage, 147–149
gradient painting, 159–161
leather finish, 126–129
overview, 111–112
ragging, 130–134
sealant for, 112
sponging, 135–140
types, 21

with paint
checkerboard, 105–107
clouds, 99–102
color blocks (squares), 103–104
harlequin pattern (diamonds), 108–110
horizontal stripes, 89–92
planning and measuring, 86
shapes and patterns, 85–110
stencils, 93–98
stripes, 86–92
types, 21
vertical stripes, 86–88
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fiberglass mesh tape, 52–53
filling wood floors, 168
finishes. See faux finishes
5-in-1 tool, 15, 62, 66, 75
fixing problems after painting, 80
flat latex paint and flat finish, 13, 24–25
flat sash brushes. See sash brushes, flat
floors

concrete, 168, 177–180
painting, 26, 173–180
prepping, 167–168
protecting the area, 28–30
wood, 168, 173–176

foam pad painters, 23, 196–200
foam roller, 19, 199
frottage faux finish, 20–21, 147–149
furniture, 28–30, 207

• G •
glaze, 21, 129. See also faux finishes, with glaze
glossy paint and finish, 13, 24, 181, 192
gloves, 8, 36–37, 42
glue, 22, 96–97, 157–158
goggles, 8, 36, 169
gradient painting, 151, 159–161
grocery bags, 20–21, 75–77, 144–149

• H •
hair dryer, 110
Hamilton, Gene and Katie, 181, 186
hand mixer, electric, 11, 55
hardware, removing, 187, 191, 195–197
harlequin pattern faux finish, 108–110
hat, painter’s, 8
heat, store paint away from, 82
high-gloss finish, 25, 141, 182–183
high-volume, low-pressure (HVLP) sprayer, 204
hobby knife, 21, 93
hole repair, walls, 52–56
Home Improvement For Dummies (Hamilton and

Hamilton), 181, 186
hopper (jalousie) window, 191
horizontal stripes faux finish, 89–92
hot-dog roller, 198–200

• K •
kneepads, 8
knife, broad, 10–11, 50, 52–55
knife, hobby, 21, 93
knife, putty, 10–11, 31, 37, 40

knife, utility, 10, 52, 93, 124
Krud Kutter, 22

• L •
ladders, 8–9, 29, 169, 171
laser level. See levels
latex glazes, 21
latex gloves, 8, 36–37, 42
latex paint

advantages and disadvantages, 24
cleanup, 70–71, 75–76, 80
drying time, 24
enamel, 19, 173, 186
sheen, 24–25
versus alkyd, 13, 24

lath, 49
laundry bleach, 10, 41
leather faux finish, 126–129
levels, 9, 21, 85
lids of containers, 15, 22, 61-62, 74, 82
lighting fixtures, 30
lighting in color, 206
linen dragging faux finish, 122
liner (artist’s) brush, 18–19, 92, 98
liner for roller tray, 16, 66–68
liquid chemical deglosser, 23, 196–200
liquid soap, mild, 22

• M •
“M” roller technique, 46, 68–69, 139
mailing paper, 20, 147–149
mask, breathing, 8, 36–37, 169
masking tape. See blue painter’s tape
masonry chisel, 11, 54
matte paint and finish, 21, 25, 80, 105, 111, 181
measuring

color blocking, 103–104
harlequin pattern faux finish, 108–110
with metric numbers, 88
for patterns, 85
stencil registration holes, 94–95
striped faux finish, 86–92

mesh tape, fiberglass, 52–53
metal paint guard, 23, 43–44, 88
metallic glaze, 21, 140, 152
metric numbers, 88
mildew removal, 41–42
mineral spirits, 22, 72–74, 77–79, 185
mini-rollers, 14, 120–121
mixers, electric, 11, 23, 55, 62
mixing paints/glazes, 15, 17, 61, 100, 178, 203

209Index

19_175330 bindex.qxp  10/17/07  8:37 PM  Page 209



mohair roller cover, 19
molding, 182. See also trim, baseboards, 

and molding
mood and color, 206
mop, sponge, 10, 174, 177
mover’s coasters, 30
multiple cans of paint, boxing, 60–61
multiple coats, glazes, 137

• N •
nail holes, filling, 40–41
nap, of roller cover, 14, 19, 69
natural bristle brushes, 17
natural lighting in color, 206
negative ragging (ragging off), 133–134
negative techniques, faux finishes, 112
neutral colors, 206–207
newspapers, for area protection, 17
newsprint, 20, 147–149
numerics, 5-in-1 tool, 15, 62, 66, 75

• O •
oil-based glaze, 129
oil-based paint. See alkyd paint
old paint, conditioning to use, 62
openers, 15–16, 62

• P •
pad painters, 23, 196–200
paint. See also specific types of paint, finishes, and

processes
amount of paint needed, 25–26
boxing paint of same color, 60–61
clean can techniques, 62
cleanup, 70–80
conditioning stored paint, 62
drying out, preventing, 62
drying time, 204
for faux finishes, 21
importance of quality, 204
opening cans, 15–16, 62
pouring, 62
power sprayer, 204
prep work, 60–62
sheen, 24–25
storage, 62, 81–82

paint guard, 23, 43–44, 88
paint thinner, 22, 72–74, 77–79, 185
paint tray or liner (for roller), 16, 66–68
paintbrush, 18. See also brushes

painted tissue wallpaper, 151, 157–159
painter’s cap, 8
painting. See specific topics
paneled doors, painting, 196–200
paper grocery bags, 20, 147–149
partner for faux finish, 112, 119, 138, 147–149
patching compound for wall repair, 11, 41–41,

50–53
patterns, with paint. See faux finishes, with paint
peeling paint repair, 34–35
pencil grip, cutting in, 63, 121
pencils, 21, 95, 100
perforating tool, 31–32
permanent black marker, 16
plaster walls, 20, 49, 54–56, 151, 154–156
plastic dropcloths, 28–31, 126–129
plastic grocery bags, 21, 75, 77, 144–146
plastic wrap, 21, 146
plates, disposable plastic, 20
plumb line, 86
popcorn ceiling considerations, 169
popped nails, 57–58
positive ragging (ragging on), 130–132
positive techniques, faux finishes, 112
poster board, practice finishes on, 21, 98–99,

112–113, 130, 206
pouncing motion, 97–98, 102
pour spout, 23
pouring paint or glaze, 23, 60–62, 66, 81–82
power roller, 204
power sprayer, 204
practice finishes, 21, 98–99, 112–113, 130, 206
preparation (prep work). See also cleaning and

cleanup; primer; sealer
ceilings, 114–115, 167–169
floors, 167–168
paint, 60–62, 81–82
tools for, 9–10, 23
trim, baseboards, and molding, 34–40, 43–44
wallpaper, 27, 31–33
walls, 40–42, 45–47, 63–70, 80

primary colors, 205–206
primer

doors, 196–200
floors, 168
importance of, 10, 203
paint options, 13
selecting, 14
trim, baseboards, and molding, 43–44
walls, 45–47

protecting the area, 28–30
protective clothing, 8, 36–37, 42, 80, 169
putty knife, 10–11, 31, 37, 40
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• R •
ragging off (negative ragging), 133–134
ragging on (positive ragging), 130–132
rags, 20, 116–118, 130–134, 185
rake, roller tray, 67
razor blades, painting windows, 190, 195
registration holes, stencils, 94–95
renting tools, 9
repair

ceilings, 167–172
drywall, 11, 40–41, 50–53, 57–58, 168
peeling paint, 34–35, 38–40
plaster walls, 54–56
tools for, 10–12, 23
trim, baseboards, and molding, 34–35, 38–40
windows, 188

respirator, 8, 36–37, 169
roller cages, 12, 14, 16–17, 75–76
roller covers, 14, 19, 69, 75–79
roller screens, 15
roller spinner, 22–23
roller tray, 16, 66–68
rollers. See also brushes; faux finishes

described, 14, 204
“M” roller technique, 46, 68–69, 139
mini-rollers, 14, 120-121
paneled doors, 198–200
preparing for painting, 66

rough surface, 26, 69
rubber gloves, 8, 36–37, 42
rubber mallet, 22, 61, 74, 82
ruler, 21, 85, 103–110, 141–142

• S •
safeguarding (protecting) the area, 28–30
safety, tools for, 8–9
sanders, 23
sanding blocks and sandpaper, 11, 53
sash brushes

angled
cutting in, 63–65
described, 12, 14, 18
doors, 196–200
trim, baseboards, and molding, 43–44, 182
windows, 186–195

flat
cloudy skies, 99–102
colorwashing, 113–115
described, 12, 14, 18
glazed wall treatment, 116–118
gradient painting, 159–161

satin finish paint, 25, 111. See also faux finishes
scaffolding, 8–9
scissors, 21, 138–139
scoring tool, 31–32
scraper, 34, 37, 40
screwdriver, 10, 16, 62
scrubbability, 13, 24
scrubbable wallpaper removal, 31–33
sea sponges, 18–19, 135–139
sealer

applying, 27, 45–47
described, 10, 13
faux finishes, 112
selecting, 14
trim shellac or sealer, 12, 182

secondary colors, 205–206
semi-gloss finish, 25, 111, 181–182
sheen of paint, 24–25, 111, 181. See also

faux finishes
sheepskin pad, 19, 101–102
sheet of solid plastic, for stencils, 21, 93–98
Sheetrock (drywall) repairs, 11, 40–41, 50–53,

57–58, 168
shower squeegee, 19, 123–125, 169
sill, window, 190
Skim Coat, 169
skin, cleaning paint from, 80
smooth surface, painting, 26, 69, 170–172
soap and water (detergent) cleanup, 22, 185. 

See also latex paint
solvent. See paint thinner
speed, faux finish application, 112
spills, cleanup, 80
sponge mop, 10, 174, 177
sponges, 10, 17–19, 135–140. See also cleaning and

cleanup
spray adhesive, for stencils, 22, 96–97
spray bottle, 17, 31–32, 66
square-based faux finishes, 103–107
squeegee, 19, 123–125, 169
squirrel paint mixer attachment, 23
steel trowel, 19, 154–156
steel wool pads, 11–12, 37–38
stencil faux finish, 19, 93–98
stepladders, 8–9, 29, 169, 171
stippling, 18, 20, 151, 162–164
stir sticks, 15, 17, 61, 100, 178, 203. See also faux

finishes
stirring paint, importance of, 203
stool, window, 190
storage, brushes and paint, 62, 74, 81–82
strainers, 22, 62, 82
strié faux finish, 119
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striped faux finish, 86–92
strippers, chemical, 9, 36–37
stripping paint from trim, 36–37
stripping wallpaper, 31–33
stud finder, 10, 57
subtractive techniques, faux finishes, 112
suede roller, 19–20, 152–153
suede texture, 151–153
sweeping with vacuum cleaner, 5, 10
synthetic brushes, 12, 17, 173
synthetic roller covers, 14, 77

• T •
tack cloth, 11–12, 35, 39, 43
tape and taping. See blue painter’s tape
tape measure, 21, 86, 90
terry cloth towels, 20, 113–115
tertiary colors, 205–206
test faux finish, 112
three-can brush cleaning method, 72–74
tissue paper painted wallpaper, 21, 157–159
tone-on-tone checkerboard faux finish, 105–107
tools

for basic painting, 12, 14–17, 23
choosing, 7
for cleanup, 22
for decorative painting and faux finishes, 17–22
extras, 22–23
importance of quality, 204
for prep, 9–10, 23
for repair, 10–12, 23
for safety, 8–9

toxic, paint as, 82
tray for roller, 16, 66–68
tri-color horizontal stripes, 89–92
trim, baseboards, and molding

cleaning, 38–40
defined, 182
painting, 63–64, 181–185
prep work, 34–37, 43–44
protecting the area, 28–30
repairing, 34–35, 38–40

trim brush. See sash brushes
trim rollers, 14, 120–121
trim shellac or sealer, 12, 182
trowel, steel, 19, 154–156
TSP or TSP-PF, 10, 41–42, 173–174, 177–178, 197

• U •
undertones in color, 206
uneven finish/coverage, fixing, 80

universal primer, 13
unpainted walls, priming, 13
utility knife, 10, 52, 93, 124

• V •
vacuum cleaner with brush attachment, 5, 10
value of color, 205
varnishes, 21–22, 198
Venetian plaster, 20, 151, 154–156
vertical stripe faux finish, 86–88
vinyl wallpaper, removing, 31–33

• W •
wall brush, 12, 14
wallpaper

painted tissue, 157–159
painting over, 27
removing scrubbable, 31–33

wallpaper adhesive, 22, 157–158
wallpaper brush, 18, 141–143
wallpaper remover solution, 10, 31–33
walls. See also faux finishes; trim, baseboards, and

molding
amount of paint needed, 26
base coat application, 66–70
cleaning, 41–42
cutting in, with brush, 63–65
drywall, 11, 40–41, 50–53, 57–58, 168
fixing problems after painting, 80
plaster, 20, 49, 54–56, 151, 154–156
prep work, 40–42, 45–47, 63–70, 80
repairs, 40–41, 50–58

warm colors, 205–206
water-based paint. See latex paint
water stains, 45–47, 168
wavy dragging faux finish, 19, 123–125
windows, 29, 181, 183–195
wire brush, 22, 76
wiz roller, 20
wood filler (wood putty), 35, 39, 168
wood floors, painting, 168, 173–176
wood stir sticks, 15, 17, 61, 100, 178, 203. See also

faux finishes
woodwork. See trim, baseboards, and molding

• Y •
yardstick, 21, 85
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