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SYMBOLS
# (pound), syntax of ID attributes, 368
+ (plus sign), indicating adjacent

selectors, 372
< > (angle brackets), XML, 103
= (equals), in web user controls, 369
. (period), syntax of class attributes, 368

A
absolute positioning, CSS
overview of, 257–260
position properties, 148
Q&A, 368

abstraction, 24
accounts
admin. See admin accounts
host. See host accounts
Q&A, 365
registering for neighborhood association

website, 128
actions menu control, container files, 72
ActiveX, 216, 221, 375
add content control, container files, 74
Add New Page feature, 128
admin accounts

browsing modules, 40–41
changing modules, 39–40
changing page-level permissions, 40
creating new page, 38–39
login as, 37–38
overview of, 37
Q&A, 365

Adobe Flash CS3 Professional
embedding font with, 347
overview of, 346–347

AJAX
ASP.NET futures, 323–324
Control Toolkit, 322–323
defined, 375
extensions, 318–322
library, 322–323
merging DNN Client API with, 324–325
overview of, 317–318
Q&A, 372

AJAX, in DNN
adding watermark to search text box,

325–328
Balloon Pop game example. See Balloon

Pop game
checking password strength, 329–331
overview of, 325
skinning custom module with, 331–332

alignment, container, 76
allow print checkbox, 76
anchor tags, CSS selectors using DOM

hierarchy, 242
animation
adding animation controls to Balloon Pop

game, 335–336
animating Hello World application,

220–221
animating skin header, 222–226
applying animation to DNN skin, 221–222
Q&A, 369
XAML for, 219

announcements module, 132–135
adding to home page, 135
announcements added to, 133–134
custom settings, 134
overview of, 132–133
Q&A, 367
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anonymous visitors, personalization
disabled, 369

API (Application Programming Interface)
defined, 375
DNN, 112

.ascx files
building custom containers, 112–113
building custom skins, 98–100
container control directives, 71–72
defined, 375
installing custom containers, 113–115
installing custom skins, 100–101
skin control directives, 60
skin packages and, 44–45

ASP.NET
AJAX and. See AJAX
ASP.NET 2.0 installed as part of DNN

installation, 22–23
ASP.NET 2.0 menu provider, 177–178
changing panes, 67–70
Classic ASP as predecessor to, 200
comparing versions 2.0 and 3.0, 23
confirming ASP.NET 2.0 mapping during DNN

installation, 32–33
as foundation of DNN, 7
Futures component, 323–324
server controls, 65–67
web user controls, 60
Windows OSs supporting, 20

aspnet_regis.exe, 23
.aspx files
IIS file mapping and, 22
managing security of requests to, 131

assemblies
AJAX Control Toolkit, 322–323
AJAX extensions, 318–322
AJAX Library, 323
Client API, 324–325
defined, 375

asynchronous JavaScript and XML. See AJAX
Atom, 372

attributes
class attributes. See class attributes
ID attributes. See ID attributes

audio, Silverlight for embedding in 
websites, 213

authentication modes, SQL Server 2005
Express, 25

authorization, security roles and, 131

B
background properties, CSS, 254–256
applying a background, 256
color backgrounds, 254–255
positioning images in background, 255–256

Balloon Pop game
adding animation controls, 335–336
changing JavaScript behavior, 336–338
converting game into server controls,

334–335
enhancing with AJAX controls, 334
installing, 332–334
register directive for, 334
updating module style sheet, 338–339
upgrading module, 339–340

banner skin object, 63–65
Basic Settings, containers, 76–77
Beginning CSS: Cascading Style Sheets for

Web Design (York), 61
BeyondCompare, file comparison utility, 82
blocks
applying margin property to, 249
customizing collection of, 253–254

blogs
adding blog module, 136–137
building blog skin, 158–160
defined, 375
how blog module works, 138
laying out blog skin, 147–148
overview of blog module, 135–136
testing blog module, 161–164

382
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borders
container configuration, 76
CSS border property, 252–253

browsers. See Web browsers

C
C#
consistency of and code formats, 81
defined, 375
developers use of, 12
registering AJAX ScriptManager in, 334
skin objects and modules and, 198
writing custom menu skin objects, 170

Cascading Style Sheets. See CSS
(Cascading Style Sheets)

case sensitivity, CSS, 239
Cassini
as alternative to IIS, 21–22
defined, 376
DNN installation approaches, 27–31
port management, 28–29

CDATA (character data), XML, 103
child portals
creating, 51–54
overview of, 50–51

class attributes
CSS targeting, 239
<div> tags and, 369
multiple values, 201
prefix character in syntax of, 368

Classic ASP
defined, 376
“HTML mixed with code” technique, 113
“include” files feature, 7, 61, 195
as predecessor to ASP.NET, 200

ClearType fonts, 346
Client API, merging with AJAX, 324–325
code
consolidating, 193–195, 369
refactoring redundant, 195–198

CodePlex, 322
color
alternating row colors in Contacts module,

296–298
applying background color, 254–255
container configuration, 76
CSS fonts, 244–245

Color Picker, Developer Toolbar, 115
comments
commenting out CSS properties, 239
syntax for commenting out, 371

Community Technology Previews (CTPs)
defined, 376
Microsoft, 323

compliance. See also standards
implementing in DNN, 271–279
with standards, 270–271
testing HTML editor provider for, 282–284
testing new menu provider for, 280–282

components, DNN installation
abstraction and provider model and, 24–25
ASP.NET 2.0 installation, 22–23
IIS web server installation, 20–22
installation prerequisites, 20
Microsoft Update and, 26
SQL Server 2005 Express installation, 

23, 25
SQL Server Management Studio Express

installation, 25
Visual Studio.NET 2005 installation, 25–26

Connolly, Cathal, 103
Contacts module, 294–298
alternating row colors in, 296–298
customizing, 296
evaluating, 294–296
overview of, 294

containers
Actions Menu control, 72
add content control, 74
configuring, 76–77
containers.zip file, 44–45
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containers (continued)
content panes, 75
control directives, 71–72
defined, 376
HTML and skin objects, 72
icon control, 73
modernizing default, 77–80
module help control, 74
module settings control, 75
modules, 77
overview of, 6, 71
print content control, 75
sIFR added to, 356–359
syndicate control control, 74–75
title control, 73
visibility control, 73–74

containers, custom
adding sample content to, 109–110
building custom .ascx container, 112–113
building custom HTML container, 105
creating HTML file for custom HTML

container, 105–106
creating XML file for custom HTML

container, 106–109
installing custom HTML container, 110–112
installing custom web user control

container, 113–115
containers.zip file, 44–45, 368
content panes
container files, 75
skin files, 66–67

control directives
container files, 71–72
Q&A, 366
skin files, 60–61

control formats, 81
Control Panel
defined, 376
neighborhood association website,

148–150
overview of, 38
skin files, 66

Control Toolkit, AJAX
animation with, 336
overview of, 322–323

copy writers, role of, 88
CSS (Cascading Style Sheets), 9–11
absolute positioning, 257–260
applying rules to multiple HTML 

elements, 242
background properties, 254–256
border property, 252–253
class attributes for targeting HTML, 239
conventions for writing CSS rules, 239
creating CSS file for custom HTML skin,

92–95
CSS Zen Garden website example, 10–11
customizing a collection of blocks, 253–254
customizing DNN global style sheet,

261–262
customizing DNN portal style sheet

(portal.css), 260–261
defined, 375
DTD for applying CSS rules to HTML,

101–102
editing default DNN styles, 262–264
embedding stylesheet into another

stylesheet, 368
font properties, 242–247
home page skin and, 154–155
hover pseudo class, 183–184
ID attributes for targeting HTML 

elements, 240
margin property, 248–251
module styling. See module styling
overview of, 9–10, 237–238
padding property, 251–252
portal style sheet (portal.css) and, 292
position property, 148
Q&A, 372
rectangular shape objects, 247–248
reference for, 61
relative positioning, 257
rule placement, 154
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selectors using DOM hierarchy for targeting
HTML elements, 240–242

sIFR for creating decoy styles, 355
standards validation, 269–270
table-based layout and, 150
targeting content with CSS rules, 159
targeting HTML, 238–239, 288
universal selectors, 252
validation service, 269–270
Web browsers and, 11

CSS classes, Developer Toolbar, 116
CSS DNN styles. See default styles, DNN
CSS rules

applying to HTML, 101–102
applying to multiple HTML targets, 242
conventions for writing, 239
defined, 376
placement of, 154
portal style sheet (portal.css) and, 292
targeting content with, 159

CSS selectors. See selectors
CSS Zen Garden website example, 10–11
CssClass attribute, 164
CTPs (Community Technology Previews)
defined, 376
Microsoft, 323

D
Database Publishing Wizard, 125, 367
databases
remote installation approach, 36–37
SQL Server as DNN database, 23
SQL Server Management Studio for DNN

database installation, 33–36
Davidson, Mike, 344
declarative programming, XAML, 218
decoy styles, sIFR, 355, 373
default menus, 171–172
default styles, DNN, 260–264
customizing global style sheet, 

261–262

customizing portal style sheet (portal.css),
260–261

editing, 262–264
default.aspx, 103
deploying custom skins, 160–161
design
custom skins, 87–88
graphics designers, 10, 88
page design and search engines, 59
panes, 150–151
sites, 145–146

DesktopModules folder, 368
detail pages, site map diagram, 14
Developer Toolbar
analyzing skins with, 115–116
HTML validation and, 269

development
iterative development in DNN skinning, 7
.NET proficiency of developers, 12

directives
control. See control directives
defined, 376
register. See register directives

Disable Options, Developer Toolbar, 116
display containers, 76
Div sections, Developer Toolbar, 116
<div> tags
as block element, 249
calculating width of, 370
class attributes and, 239, 369
converting into server controls, 66
creating blog skin, 159
DOM hierarchies and, 240–241
enveloping module content, 371
error in, 164–165
inserting tokens on private pages, 199–202
Q&A, 366

DNN (DotNetNuke), introduction
containers, 6
CSS and, 9–11
installing, 16–17
installing two instances of, 126–127

385
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DNN (DotNetNuke) (continued)
modules, 5–6
origins, 3
reasons for using, 4
site map diagram, 13–16
skinning, 5, 12–13
skins, 6–9
website construction, 11–12

DNN-Blue skin
browsing, 8–9
default menu and, 171–172
defined, 376
DNN-Blue.zip skin package, 44–45
documents module added to, 11–12
Nav.ascx web user control for displaying

menu, 172
simplifying for HTML validation, 275

DNNMenu
changing menu providers, 175–177
customizing, 172–175
default menus, 368

Docs, download packages, 27
doctype. See DTD (document type

definition)
Document Object Model. See DOM

(Document Object Model)
document type definition. See DTD

(document type definition)
documents module, 140–143
adding, 142
how it works, 142–143
overview of, 140–141
Q&A, 368

DOM (Document Object Model)
CSS selectors using DOM hierarchy for

targeting HTML elements, 240–242
defined, 376
HTML searches, 59
mouse events and, 185

download packages, DNN installation,
26–27

DTD (document type definition)
adding to DNN, 103–104
applying CSS rules to HTML, 101–102
configuring skin DTD, 104–105
defined, 376

E
editors
changing HTML editor providers, 282–284
Q&A, 371
text. See text editors

elements
HTML, 249
XML, 103

e-mail, obfuscation technique for e-mail
addresses, 295–296

equals sign (=), in web user controls, 369
Extensible Application Markup Language.

See XAML (Extensible Application
Markup Language)

Extensible Markup Language. See XML
(Extensible Markup Language)

Extensible Stylesheet Language (XSL), 
310, 379

Extensions, AJAX, 318–322

F
FCKeditor
changing HTML editor providers, 282–284
Q&A, 371

file comparison utilities, 81–82
file installation, DNN
IIS as installation approach, 31–32
remote installation approach, 36
Visual Web Developer and Cassini as

installation approach, 28–29
File Transfer Protocol. See FTP (File Transfer

Protocol)
file versioning control, 81
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Firebug, tools for analyzing skins, 118
Firefox
add-ons for working with skins, 117–118
CSS and Firefox 2, 11
Quirks mode and Standards Compliance

mode, 101–102
Silverlight and, 214

fixed, CSS position property, 148
Flash. See Adobe Flash CS3 Professional
Flash Movie
generating with free tools, 349–350
testing, 351–352

Flash Replacement concept, 344
flexibility, requirements for skinning 

engines, i
fly-out menus, JavaScript displaying, 171
folders
creating folder structure for custom skins,

152–153
Install folder, 55
portal root folders, 53
skins, 8

font properties, CSS, 242–247
applying custom fonts, 245–247
color property, 244–245
font property, 244
font-family property, 243
font-size property, 243
font-style property, 243–244
font-variant property, 244
font-weight property, 243

fonts, sIFR
embedding font with Adobe Flash, 347–348
Font Embedder, 348–349
installing new font on computer, 345–346
Q&A, 373
selecting, 344–345

formats
consistency in use of file, control, and code

formats, 81
skin files, 81

forum module, 138–140
adding, 139–140
how it works, 140
implementing workaround, 165–166
overview of, 138–139
Q&A, 367
testing, 164–165
wide layout, 147

FTP (File Transfer Protocol)
client programs, 125
defined, 376
DNN remote installation and, 36–37
Install folder and, 55–56
skin installation and, 7

Futures component, ASP.NET, 323–324

G
global style sheet, customizing, 261–262
Google Reader
defined, 376
as newsreader client, 308

graphics designers
role of, 88
web tools used by, 10

H
<h1> tags, 238, 301
Hello World application
animating, 220–221
building with Silverlight, 214–217

Henning, Jon, 171, 324
home page
building home page skin for neighborhood

association website, 153–156
layout for neighborhood association

website, 146
site map diagram, 14

horizontal display, converting menu into,
179–180

387
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horizontal margins, 249–250
host accounts, 37–38
browsing modules, 40–41
changing modules, 39–40
changing page-level permissions, 40
creating new page, 38–39
login as, 37–38
overview of, 37
Q&A, 365

hosting, website hosting companies, 125
House of Nuke
menu skin objects, 180–183
skin objects, 83–85

HouseMenu skin object
building an interactive menu, 183–188
overview of, 180–183
skinning, 189–190

.htm files, building containers from, 45
HTML (Hypertext Markup Language)
class attributes, 239
creating HTML file for custom HTML

container, 105–106
creating HTML file for custom HTML skin,

88–91
CSS markup following semantic flow of

HTML elements, 238
CSS targeting, 238–239, 288
defined, 376
DTD for applying CSS rules to HTML,

101–102
hierarchy of HTML elements, 149
ID attributes, 240
<img> tag, 73
outputting, 59–60
semantic markup, 109–110
standards validation, 268–269
Text/HTML module, 5–6
validation service, 268, 271–279
W3C specification for, 102

HTML containers
adding sample content to, 109–110
building custom, 105

creating HTML file for, 105–106
creating XML file for, 106–109
installing custom, 110–112

HTML editors, testing for compliance,
282–284

.html extension, 89
“HTML mixed with code” technique, Classic

ASP, 113
HTML objects
container files, 72
skin files, 61–62

HTML skins
creating CSS file for, 92–95
creating HTML file for, 88–91
creating XML file for, 91
installing, 95–98

HTTP (Hypertext Transfer Protocol)
defined, 376
DNN Client API and, 324
how browsers load pages, 360
ports used by, 21

HTTPS (HTTP over SSL)
defined, 377
secure transmission over, 21

hyperlinks, 366
Hypertext Transfer Protocol. See HTTP

(Hypertext Transfer Protocol)

I
icon control, container files, 73
ID attributes
content panes, 75
CSS targeting content with, 159, 240
prefix character, 368
server controls, 66

IE (Internet Explorer)
CSS and, 11
defined, 377
Developer Toolbar for analyzing skins,

115–116
Silverlight and, 214

388
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IIS (Internet Information Services)
Cassini as alternative to, 21–22
defined, 377
DNN using, 3
IIS and Install Package as DNN installation

approach, 31–36
installing as web server during DNN

installation, 20
installing on Windows XP Professional, 21
installing prior to ASP.NET 2.0, 23
remote DNN installation approach, 36–37

images, positioning in background, 255–256
image-text files, 359–363
compared with plain HTML text, 344
defined, 377
overview of, 343
search engines and, 345

<img> tags, 73, 238
“include files” feature, Classic ASP and PHP,

61, 195
initial skin, creating for neighborhood

association website, 151–153
inline elements, HTML, 249
Inman, Shaun, 344
Install folder
installing skins, 56
overview of, 55

Install Package, 27
Installation Wizard, 30
installing DNN, 26–41
browsing installed modules, 40–41
changing modules, 39
changing page-level permission, 40
creating new page, 38–39
database installation and, 33–36
download packages, 26–27
IIS and Install Package as installation

approach, 31–36
IIS remote installation approach, 36–37
login in as host or admin account, 37–38
overview of, 19

prerequisites, 19–20
steps in, 16–17
Visual Web Developer and Cassini as

installation approach, 27–31
installing DNN components
abstraction and provider model and, 24–25
ASP.NET 2.0 installation, 22–23
IIS web server installation, 20–22
Microsoft Update and, 26
SQL Server 2005 Express installation, 

23, 25
SQL Server Management Studio Express

installation, 25
Visual Studio.NET 2005 installation, 25–26

instances, installing two instances of DNN,
126–127

Intellisense
defined, 377
Visual Studio.NET 2005, 239

interactive media
adding video player controls, 230–232
adding video skin object, 227–230
creating video library, 232–235
overview of, 227

interactive menus, 183–188
creating, 185–188
CSS pseudo classes and, 184–185
CSS techniques for interactivity, 183–184

interactive skins, creating, 198–199
Internet Explorer. See IE (Internet Explorer)
Internet Information Services. See IIS

(Internet Information Services)
IntroText class, CSS, 183
iterative development, 7

J
JavaScript
changing JavaScript behavior in Balloon Pop

game, 336–338
Client API and, 324
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JavaScript (continued)
Q&A, 372
working with JavaScript timing, 359–363
XAML and, 232

JSON (JavaScript Object Notation), 354, 377

L
landing pages, site map diagram, 14
layout
home page for neighborhood association

website, 146
table-based, 150
wide, 147

<li> tags, 188–189
libraries
AJAX, 322–323
creating video library, 232–235
placement of JavaScript library, 359–363

links skin object, 366
local development site, DNN instances for

neighborhood association, 126–127
localhost
defined, 377
web server on local computer, 22

login
checking password strength at, 329–331
host or admin accounts and, 37–38

logo skin object, 62–63
“Lorem ipsum” text, 88

M
Madden, Jennifer, 117
margin properties, CSS, 248–251
horizontal margins, 249–250
overview of, 248
Q&A, 370
vertical margins, 250–251

media control, 227. See also interactive
media

<MediaElement>, Silverlight, 227

menu navigation
ASP.NET menu provider, 177–178
changing menu providers, 175–177
converting menu into horizontal display,

179–180
customizing menu skin object, 172–175
in default installation of DNN, 368
examining default menu, 171–172
HouseMenu skin object, 180–183
interactive menus, 183–188
overview of, 169
provider pattern for, 170–171
skinning HouseMenu object, 189–190
third-party menu control, 180
TreeViewMenu skin object, 178–179

menu providers
ASP.NET, 177–178
changing, 175–177
HTML validation and, 274
provider patterns for menu navigation,

170–171
testing for compliance, 280–282

menu skin objects
ASP.NET 2.0, 177–178
customizing, 172–175
TreeViewMenu, 178–179

Microsoft
CTPs (Community Technology Previews), 323
Expression Blend, 236
Silverlight. See Silverlight
SQL Server Express. See SQL Server 2005

Express
Windows. See Windows OSs

Mixed Mode authentication, SQL Server
2005 Express, 25

module help control, container files, 74
module settings
accessing, 366
container files, 75
defined, 377

module styling
Contacts module, 294–298
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News Feeds module, 304–314
overview of, 287–288
updating module style sheet in Balloon Pop

game, 338–339
UsersOnline module, 288–293
Wiki module, 298–304

modules
actions menu, 72, 377
add content control, 74
Balloon Pop game. See Balloon Pop game
browsing installed, 40–41
changing, 39
container, 77
defined, 377
enveloping module content, 371
HTML validation and, 273
icon control, 73
module help control, 74
module settings control, 75
panes for organizing, 38
print content control, 75
recent additions to default set of, 12
skinning custom module with AJAX,

331–332
syndicate control control, 74–75
title control, 73
updating style sheets in Balloon Pop game,

338–339
upgrading in Balloon Pop game, 339–340
visibility control, 73–74

modules, DNN
containers and, 6
overview of, 5–6

modules, neighborhood association 
website

announcements module, 132–135
blog module, 135–138
documents module, 140–143
forum module, 138–140
installing available, 131–132

mouse events, DOM, 185

N
Nav.ascx provider, 172
navigation system. See menu navigation
NavigationProvider control, 170
neighborhood association website
announcements module, 132–135
blog module, 135–138
code consolidation, 193–195
documents module, 140–143
forum module, 138–140
getting started, 125–126
installing available modules, 131–132
installing two instances of DNN, 126–127
navigation system. See menu navigation
overview of, 123–124
planning a DNN site, 124
public pages, 127–128
refactoring skins, 195–198
securing pages for selected roles, 130–131
sitemapping, 127
user registration, 128–129

neighborhood association website, skinning,
145–167

blog layout, 147–148
Control Panel element, 148–150
creating blog skin, 158–160
creating home page skin, 153–156
creating initial skin, 151–153
creating wide skin, 156–158
deploying custom skins, 160–161
home page layout, 146
overview of, 145
pane design, 150–151
site design, 145–146
testing blog module, 161–164
testing forum module, 164–166
wide layout options, 147

News Feeds module, 304–314
comparing RSS versions and Atom, 372
customizing, 310

391
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News Feeds module (continued)
evaluating, 306–310
implementing, 310–314
overview of, 304–305

newsreader clients, 308
none option, user registration, 128
notepad
as text editor, 25
writing CSS rules, 239

O
<ol> tags, 301
open source platforms, source control 

and, 322

P
<p> tags
as block element, 249
class attributes and, 239
converting into server controls, 66
CSS selectors using DOM hierarchy for

targeting HTML elements, 240–241
DOM hierarchies and, 240–241
semantic markup, 301
semantic markup and, 238

padding property, CSS, 251–252, 370
Paint.Net, 87
panes
avoiding traps in use of, 148
changing, 67–70
content panes, 66–67, 75
defined, 377
home page example, 154
module organization and, 38
problem with too many, 150–151
Q&A, 366
skin files, 65–66

paragraph tags. See <p> tags

parameters, sIFR.replaceElement( ),
353–354

parent portals, 50–51
parent-child relationships, site maps, 14–16
passwords
checking strength of, 329–331
protecting sensitive content, 131

PasswordStrength control, 329–331
<Path> element, XAML, 218
performance, requirements for skinning

engines, ii
permissions, changing page-level, 40
personalization
adding skin personalization feature,

208–209
interactive skins for, 198
Q&A, 369
web user controls for, 202–207

PHP, 61, 195
pixels, margins specified in, 249
plus sign (+), indicating adjacent 

selectors, 372
<Polygon> element, XAML, 218
<Polyline> element, XAML, 218
pop-up menus, module actions, 38
portability, requirements for skinning

engines, ii
portal root folders, 53
portal style sheet (portal.css)
adding CSS rules and, 292
customizing, 260–261
Q&A, 372

portals
creating child portal, 51–54
customizing global style sheet, 261–262
customizing portal style sheet (portal.css),

260–261
defined, 377
hosting multiple, 37
installing portal level skin, 54–55
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overview of, 49–50
parent and child portals, 50–51
Q&A, 365

ports
Cassini controlling in DNN installation,

29–30
web servers and, 21–22

Positioned Elements, Developer Toolbar, 116
positioning, CSS
absolute, 257–259
relative, 257
types of, 148–149, 368

prerequisites, DNN installation, 19–20
previewing skins, 48–49
print content control, container files, 75
private option, user registration, 129
private pages, inserting tokens on, 199–202
Professional ASP.NET 2.0 AJAX (Gibbs and

Wahlin), 317
Professional DotNetNuke 4: Open Source

Web Application Framework for ASP.NET
2.0 (Walker), 3

properties, CSS
background, 254–256
border, 252–253
font, 242–247
margin, 248–251, 370
padding, 251–252, 370
position, 148
syntax of, 239

provider patterns
ASP.NET menu provider, 177–178
changing menu providers, 175–177
defined, 377
for menu navigation, 170–171
overview of, 24–25
swapping HTML editor providers, 282–284
swapping menu providers, 280–282

pseudo classes, CSS
applying, 184–185
hover, 183–184

public option, user registration, 129
public pages, neighborhood association

website, 127–128

Q
Quirks mode
CSS pseudo classes and, 185
defined, 377
DTD and, 101–102
Web browsers and, 367

R
RadEditor, Telerik, 282–284
RadMenu control, Telerik, 280–282
rectangles, creating with CSS
border property, 252–253
margin property, 248–251
overview of, 247–248
padding property, 251–252
universal selectors, 252

Recycle Bin, 39
register directives
for Balloon Pop game, 334
Q&A, 366
skin files, 60–61

relative positioning
CSS position property, 148, 257
<div> tags and, 164–165

remote installation approach, 36–37
remote site instance, 126–127
roles, security roles for securing web pages,

130–131
rows, alternating row colors in Contacts

module, 296–298
RSS (Really Simple Syndication)
customizing News Feeds module, 310
defined, 378
evaluating News Feeds module, 

306–310
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RSS (Really Simple Syndication) (continued)
implementing customized News Feeds

module, 310–314
News Feeds module and, 304–305
overview of, 304–305
syndicate control control and, 74–75
syndication of, 76–77

rules, CSS. See CSS rules
runat attribute, server controls, 66

S
Safari, 11
Scalable Inman Flash Replacement. See

sIFR (Scalable Inman Flash
Replacement)

Scope property, skin objects, 181
<script> tags, 359–363
ScriptManager, 334
SDK (Software Development Kit)
defined, 378
Silverlight, 213–214

search engines
image-text files and, 345
page design and, 59

searches
adding watermark to search text box,

339–340
for skins, 46

security roles, 130–131, 367
selectors
CSS rules starting with, 238
defined, 376
indicating adjacent selectors with plus 

sign, 372
Q&A, 368
universal, 252, 370

semantic markup
HTML content, 109–110
vs. nonsemantic markup, 367

server controls
ASP.NET, 65–66

ContentPane, 66–67
ControlPanel, 66
converting Balloon Pop game into server

controls, 334–335
server-side code, semantics of, 197
service providers, 170–171
shapes, XAML, 218–219
Sharp Reader, as newsreader client, 308
sIFR (Scalable Inman Flash Replacement)
calling sIFR.replaceElement( ), 352–355
creating decoy styles in CSS, 355
customizing page with, 350
defined, 378
embedding font with Adobe Flash, 347–348
Font Embedder, 348–349
generating Flash Movie with free tools,

349–350
getting started with, 344
installing new font on computer, 345–346
overview of, 343
Q&A, 373
selecting fonts, 344–345
testing Flash movie, 351–352

sIFR (Scalable Inman Flash Replacement),
in DNN

adding sIFR to a container, 356–359
overview of, 355
working with JavaScript timing, 359–363

sIFR.replaceElement( ), 352–355, 373
Silverlight, 213–236
adding video player controls, 230–232
adding video skin object, 227–230
animating Hello World application, 

220–221
animating skin header, 222–226
animation with XAMl, 219
applying animation to DNN skin, 221–222
building Hello World application, 214–217
creating video library, 232–235
defined, 378
getting started, 213–214
media control, 227
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Q&A, 369
XAML shape elements, 218–219

Silverlight.js, 213, 369
Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP),

126–127, 378
simplicity, requirements for skinning

engines, i
site design, 145–146
sitemaps
creating site map diagram, 13–16
defined, 378
neighborhood association website,

127–128
skin administration pages
applying skins to pages, 48–49
browsing, 40–41
uploading skins, 47

skin objects
adding video skin object, 227–230
banner skin object, 63–65
common traits of, 169
container files and, 72
customizing menu skin object, 172–175
defined, 62, 378
function of, 60
House of Nuke options, 83–85
HouseMenu skin object, 180–183,

189–190
list of standard, 82–83
logo skin object, 62–63
TreeViewMenu, 84–85

skin packages
applying, 47–48
containers.zip file, 44–45
skins.zip file, 45–46
types of files in, 365–366
what they are, 43–44

skin.css file, 156
skinning
custom module with AJAX features,

331–332

defined, i
made easy, 12–13
what it is, 5

skins, 6–9
animating skin header, 222–226
applying Silverlight animation to, 221–222
applying skin package, 47–48
applying to pages, 48–49
banner skin object, 63–65
browsing DNN-Blue skins, 8–9
changing panes, 67–70
containers.zip file, 44–45
ContentPane, 66–67
control directives, 60–61
ControlPanel, 66
defined, 378
developing, 7
file comparison utilities, 81–82
file versioning control, 81
Firefox add-ons for working with, 117–118
formatting, 81
HTML and skin objects, 61–62
IE tools for working with, 115–116
installing, 7
installing portal level skin, 54–55
installing with Install folder, 56
logo skin object, 62–63
neighborhood association website. See

neighborhood association website,
skinning

overview of, 6–7, 43, 60
panes, 65–66
searching for, 46
simplifying for HTML validation, 275–278
skins.zip file, 45–46
tools for analyzing, 115
uploading, 47
what are skin packages, 43–44

skins, custom
adding sample content to custom HTML

container, 109–110

395

skins

In
de

x

09632bindex.qxd:WroxPro  9/28/07  8:53 AM  Page 395



skins (continued)
building custom .ascx container, 112–113
building custom .ascx file, 98–100
building custom HTML container, 105
building custom skin files, 88–89
configuring skin DTD, 104–105
creating CSS file for custom HTML skin,

92–95
creating folder structure for, 152–153
creating HTML file for custom HTML

container, 105–106
creating HTML file for custom HTML skin,

88–91
creating XML file for custom HTML

container, 106–109
creating XML file for custom HTML skin, 91
design considerations, 87–88
DTD, 101–104
Firefox add-ons for working with, 115–116
IE tools for working with, 115–116
installing custom HTML container, 110–112
installing custom HTML skin, 95–98
installing custom web user control

container, 113–115
installing custom web user control skin,

100–101
overview of, 87
refactoring, 195–198

skins.zip file
copying skin files into zip file, 160
Q&A, 368
skin packages and, 45–46

SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol),
126–127, 378

Software Development Kit (SDK)
defined, 378
Silverlight, 213–214

SolPartMenu
changing menu providers, 175–177
default menus, 368

SolPartMenu.ascx, web user controls,
171–172

source control, open source platforms 
and, 322

Source Package, download packages, 27
sp_addlogin command, 34
sp_addrolemember command, 34
sp_grantdbaaccess command, 34
<span>, as inline element, 249
SQL Server 2005 Express
database installation, 33–36
DNN using, 3
installed as part of DNN installation, 23, 25

SQL Server Management Studio Express
database installation, 33–36
installed as part of DNN installation, 25
running database script against destination

database, 125
standards. See Web standards
Standards Compliance mode
CSS and, 238
CSS pseudo classes and, 185
defined, 378
DTD and, 101–102
Q&A, 366

Starter Kit
download packages, 27
Visual Web Developer and Cassini as

installation approach, 28
static position, CSS properties, 148, 368
Storyboards
Q&A, 369
XAML, 219

<strong>, as inline element, 249
Subversion, file versioning tool, 81
.swf files
defined, 378
Flash displaying images on web pages,

346–348
fonts in, 344
lightweight alternative to Flash, 349–350

swfmill.exe, 350
syndicate control control, container files,

74–75
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syndication, RSS feeds, 76–77
System.Web.Extension.dll, 318, 372

T
table cell tags, converting into server

controls, 66
tables
Contacts module and, 295
table-based layout, 150

tags
block elements and, 249
DOM hierarchies and, 240–241
formatting HTML tags, 81
HTML hierarchy and, 149
HTML tags having multiple class attribute

values, 201
ID and class attributes used for specific

targeting, 288
nested elements and, 183
Q&A, 366
rules for XML elements, 104
selectors targeting, 238
semantic markup, 109
as server controls, 66
table-based layout and, 91
targeting HTML through CSS, 11, 238–239
universal selectors, 252
wikis vs., 301–302

targets
applying rules to multiple HTML targets, 242
CSS targeting HTML, 11, 238–239

<td> tags, 239
Telerik
RadEditor, 282–284
RadMenu control, 280–282

templating. See skinning
text, image-text compared with plain HTML

text, 344. See also image-text files
text boxes, adding watermark to, 339–340
text editors
notepad as, 25, 239

refactoring skins, 195–197
Visual Studio 2005, 25–26
writing CSS rules, 239

textbox controls, 162–164
TextBoxWatermark control, 325–328
Text/HTML module
actions menu, 72
popularity of, 5–6
semantic markup, 109–110

third-party menu control
HouseMenu skin object, 180–183
overview of, 180

title control, containers, 73
tokens
inserting on private pages, 199–202
as placeholders, 45

TortoiseSVN, file comparison utility, 81
TreeViewMenu
default menus, 368
skin object, 84–85, 178–179

TrueType fonts, 346
T-SQL commands
database snapshots, 125
defined, 378

.ttf files, 346, 378

U
<ul> tags, 188–189, 301
underlining, removing from UsersOnline

module, 292–293
uniform resource locators. See URLs

(uniform resource locators)
universal selectors, CSS, 252, 370, 378
Upgrade Package, 27
uploading skins, 47
URLs (uniform resource locators)
defined, 378
parent and child portals and, 50
port specification and, 21–22
URL rewriting feature in DNN, 15
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user registration, neighborhood association
website, 128–129

UsersOnline module, 288–293
customizing, 291–292
evaluating, 288–291
overview of, 288
removing underlines, 292–293

V
validation
CSS standards, 269–270
Developer Toolbar and, 116, 269
HTML standards, 268–269
implementing compliance, 271–279
maintaining compliance, 285

VB.Net, 378
building custom .ascx container, 112–113
event handler written with, 204
skin objects and modules and, 198
writing custom menu skin objects, 170

verified option, user registration, 129
versions, file versioning control, 81
vertical margins, 250–251
video
adding video player controls, 230–232
adding video skin object, 227–230
creating video library, 232–235
Q&A, 369
Silverlight for embedding in websites, 213

View Source Chart
Firefox add-ons for working with skins, 117
visibility into menu skin object, 173–175

visibility control, containers, 73–74, 76
Visual Basic.NET, 12
Visual Studio.NET
development tool used with DNN, 7
installed as part of DNN installation, 25–26
Intellisense, 239

Visual Web Developer
DNN installation approaches, 27–31

formatting options, 81
as text editor, 25–26

VWD (Visual Web Developer Express), 379

W
W3C (World Wide Web Consortium)
CSS validation service, 269–270
defined, 379
HTML specifications, 102, 267
HTML validation service, 268
XHTML specifications, 267

Walker, Shaun, 3
watermark, adding to search text box,

325–328
Web browsers
CSS and, 11
differences in page rendering, 368
DTD and, 101–102
how browsers load pages, 360
Quirks mode and, 367
Silverlight and, 214

web pages
applying skins to, 48–49
changing page-level permission, 40
creating new page, 38–39
creating public pages for neighborhood

association website, 127–128
customizing with sIFR, 350
how browsers load pages, 360, 368
security roles for securing, 130–131

web servers, 20–22
Cassini. See Cassini
IIS. See IIS (Internet Information Services)

Web standards, 267–286
compliance with, 270–271
CSS validation, 269–270
HTML validation, 268–269
implementing compliance, 271–279
maintaining compliance, 285
overview of, 267–268
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Q&A, 371
testing HTML editor provider for compliance,

282–284
testing new menu provider for compliance,

280–282
web user controls. See also containers; 

skin objects
ASP.NET, 60
building custom .ascx container, 112–113
building custom .ascx skin, 98–100
code consolidation with, 193–195
independence of, 197
inserting tokens on private pages, 199–202
installing custom .ascx container, 113–115
installing custom .ascx skin, 100–101
interactive skins, 198–199
personalization, 202–209
Q&A, 369
refactoring redundant code, 195–198
SolPartMenu.ascx, 171–172

web.config
AJAX and, 321–322
database installation and, 34–36
defined, 379
provider services listed in, 170–171

websites
adding interactivity with Silverlight, 213
basic pages, 14
building with DNN, 11–12
creating site map diagram, 13–14
launching, 36, 37
neighborhood association. See

neighborhood association website
parent-child relationships between pages of,

14–16
planning DNN site, 124

wide layout,  neighborhood association
website, 147

wide skin
building, 156–158
how it works, 158

widths, liability of hard coded width in
modules, 163

wikis, 298–304
customizing Wiki module, 301–304
defined, 379
evaluating Wiki module, 299–301
overview of Wiki module, 298–299

Windows Authentication mode, SQL Server
2005 Express, 25

Windows OSs
ASP.NET support, 20
DNN installation prerequisites, 19–20
IIS installed on XP Professional, 21
updating, 26

Windows Presentation Foundation 
(WPF), 214

Windows Update, 26
wire frames, home page layout, 146
WPF (Windows Presentation 

Foundation), 214
wrappers, provider patterns as, 170

X
XAML (Extensible Application Markup

Language)
adding video player controls, 230–232
adding video skin object, 227–230
animating Hello World application, 220–221
animating skin header, 222–226
animation with, 219
creating video library, 232–235
declarative programming and, 218
defined, 379
Microsoft Expression Blend for working 

with, 236
shape elements, 218–219
writing XAML files for Silverlight, 214

XCOPY, 284, 379
XHTML
defined, 379
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XHTML (continued)
DNN becoming XHTML compliant, 271
DTD and, 104
W3C specification for, 267

XML (Extensible Markup Language)
creating XML file for custom HTML

container, 106–109
creating XML file for custom HTML skin, 91
defined, 379
DTD definitions in, 103

news feeds and, 305
placing XML file in same folder as skin 

file, 366
XSL (Extensible Stylesheet Language), 

310, 379

Z
zip files, skin packages as, 44
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