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Electric Charges and their
Properties

As far as we can tell, there are four fundamental types of interactions between physical
objects. There is the weak nuclear interaction that governs the decay of beta particles, and
the strong nuclear interaction that is responsible for binding together the particles in a
nucleus. The familiar gravitational interaction holds the Earth very firmly in its orbit round
the Sun, and finally we know that there is an electromagnetic interaction that is responsible
for binding atomic electrons to nuclei and for holding atoms together when they combine
to form molecules.

Of the four, the gravitational interaction is the only one we would normally come across
in our everyday world. This is because gravitational interactions between bodies always
add. The gravitational interaction between two atoms is negligible but when large numbers
of fundamental particles such as atoms are aggregated together, the gravitational interaction
becomes significant.

You may think it bizarre that there are four types of interaction, yet, conversely, you
might wonder why there should be just four. Why not one, three or five? Should there not
be a unifying theory to explain why there are four, and whether they are related? As I write,
there is no such unifying theory despite tremendous research activity.

1.1 Point Charges

In this chapter I am going to concentrate on electric charges and their properties, since
electrons and protons are fundamental building blocks for atoms and molecules.

It turns out that there are two types of electric charge in nature, which we might choose
to call type X and type Y (or Red and Blue for that matter, but X and Y will do for
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2 Molecular Modelling for Beginners

now). Experimental evidence shows the existence of an electrostatic force between electric
charges; the force between two X-type charges is always repulsive, as is the force between
two Y-type charges. The force between an X-type and a Y-type is always attractive. For
this reason, the early experimenters decided to classify charges as positive or negative,
because a positive quantity times a positive quantity gives a positive quantity, a negative
quantity times a negative quantity gives a positive quantity whilst a negative quantity times
a positive quantity gives a negative quantity. I am sure you know that the best known
fundamental particles responsible for these charges are electrons and protons, and you are
probably expecting me to tell you that the electrons are the negatively charged particles
whilst protons are positively charged. It is actually just a convention that we take: we could
just as well have called electrons positive.

Whilst on the subject, it is fascinating to note that the charge on the electron is exactly
equal and opposite of that on a proton. Atoms and molecules generally contain exactly
the same number of electrons and protons, and so the net charge on a molecule is almost
always zero. lons certainly exist in solutions of electrolytes, but the number of Na* ions in
a solution of sodium chloride is exactly equal to the number of CI~ ions and once again we
are rarely aware of any imbalance of charge.

A thunderstorm results when nature separates out positive and negative charges on a
macroscopic scale. It is thought that friction between moving masses of air and water
vapour detaches electrons from some molecules and attaches them to others. This results
in parts of clouds being left with an excess of charge, often with spectacular results. It was
investigations into such atmospheric phenomena that gave the first clues about the nature
of the electrostatic force.

We normally start any study of charges at rest (electrostatics) by considering the force
between two point charges, as shown in Figure 1.1. The term ‘point charge’ is a mathematical
abstraction; obviously electrons and protons have a finite size. Just bear with me for a few
pages, and accept that a point charge is one whose dimensions are small compared to the
distance between them. An electron is large if you happen to be a nearby electron, but can
normally be treated as a point charge if you happen to be a human being a metre away.

Origin

Figure 1.1 Point charges

The concept of a point charge may strike you as an odd one, but once we have established
the magnitude of the force between two such charges, we can deduce the force between
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any arbitrary charge distributions on the grounds that they are composed of a large number
of point charges.

In Figure 1.1 we have point charge O, at position vector R, and Qp at Rg. From the
laws of vector analysis, the vector R,z = Rz — R, joins Q4 to O, and points from Q, to
Qg as shown. I have indicated the direction of the vectors with arrows.

1.2 Coulomb’s Law

In 1785, Charles Augustin de Coulomb became the first person to give a mathematical form
to the force between point charges. He measured the force directly between two very small
charged bodies, and was able to show that the force exerted by O, on Oy was

e proportional to the inverse square of the distance between Q4 and Qg when both charges
were fixed;

e proportional to O, when Oy and R 5 were fixed;

e proportional to Oy when O, and R, were fixed.

He also noticed that the force acted along the line joining the centres of the two charges,
and that the force was either attractive or repulsive depending on whether the charges were
different or of the same type. The sign of the product of the charges therefore determines
the direction of the force.

A mathematical result of these observations can be written in scalar form as

(1.1)

Forces are vector quantities, and Equation (1.1) is better written in vector form as

Foonp X %RAB
RAB
When Coulomb first established his law, he had no means of quantifying charge and so
could not identify the proportionality constant. He took it to be unity, and thereby defined
charge in terms of the force between charges. Modern practice is to regard charge and
force as independent quantities, and because of this a dimensioned proportionality constant
is necessary. For a reason that need not concern us, this is taken as 1/4me,, where the
permittivity of free space g, is an experimentally determined quantity with the approximate
value g, = 8.854 x 107" C> N~' m~2. Coulomb’s law is therefore

1
Frun = R (12)
and it applies to measurements done in free space. If we repeat Coulomb’s experiments
with the charges immersed in different media, then we find that the law still holds but with a
different proportionality constant. We modify the proportionality constant using a quantity
&, called the relative permittivity. In older texts, ¢, is called the dielectric constant. Our

final statement of Coulomb’s law is therefore

1 0n0s

3
4meey Rip

Rip (1.3)

FAonB:
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According to Newton’s third law, we know that if O, exerts a force F, , g on Og, then Qg
should exert an equal and opposite force on Q,. Coulomb’s law satisfies this requirement,

since
1 0.0s
dmeey, Ry,

FB on A — BA

(the vector Rp, points in the opposite direction to R, and so one force is exactly the
negative of the other, as it should be).

1.3 Pair Wise Additivity

Suppose we now add a third point charge Q¢ with position vector R as shown in Figure 1.2.
Since O, and Qg are point charges, the addition of Q¢ cannot alter the force between Q,
and Qg.

Origin

Figure 1.2 Third charge added

The total force on O now comprises two terms, the force due to point charge Q, and
the force due to point charge Qc. This total force is given by

F, = -2 (QAﬁ + Qcﬁ) (1.4)
4 e Ry Rig

This may seem at first sight to be a trivial statement: surely all forces act this way. Not

necessarily, for I have assumed that the addition of Q¢ did not have any effect on O, and

0O (and so did not influence the force between them).

The generic term pair wise additive describes things like forces that add as above. Forces
between point electric charges are certainly pair wise additive, and so you might imagine
that forces between atoms and molecules must therefore be pair wise additive, because
atoms and molecules consist of (essentially) point charges. I am afraid that nature is not
so kind, and we will shortly meet situations where forces between the composites of elec-
trons and protons that go to make up atoms and molecules are far from being pair wise
additive.
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1.4 Electric Field

Suppose now we have a point charge Q at the coordinate origin, and we place another point
charge ¢ at point P that has position vector r (Figure 1.3).

Q

Q
Origin

Figure 1.3 Field concept

The force exerted by Q on g is

1
F = @r
dmgy 13

1
F= gr q
47[80 r3

The point is that the term in brackets is to do with Q and the vector r, and contains no
mention of ¢g. If we want to find the force on any arbitrary ¢ at r, we calculate the quantity
in brackets once and then multiply by g. One way of thinking about this is to imagine that
the charge Q creates a certain field at point r, which determines the force on any other ¢
when placed at position r.

This property is called the electric field E at that point. It is a vector quantity, like force,
and the relationship is

which I can rewrite trivially as

F (on gatr) =gE (atr)

Comparison with Coulomb’s law, Equation (1.3), shows that the electric field at point r due
to a point charge Q at the coordinate origin is

_ e

47[8() r’

(1.5)

E is sometimes written E(r) to emphasize that the electric field depends on the position
vector r.

Electric fields are vector fields and they are often visualized as field lines. These are
drawn such that their spacing is inversely proportional to the strength of the field, and their
tangent is in the direction of the field. They start at positive charges and end at negative
charges, and two simple examples are shown in Figure 1.4. Here the choice of eight lines
is quite arbitrary.

Electric fields that do not vary with time are called electrostatic fields.
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+Q -Q

Figure 1.4 Field lines for point charges

1.5 Work

Look again at Figure 1.3, and suppose we move point charge ¢ whilst keeping Q fixed
in position. When a force acts to make something move, energy is transferred. There is a
useful phrase in physical science that is to do with the energy transferred, and it is work.
Work measures the energy transferred in any change, and can be calculated from the change
in energy of a body when it moves through a distance under the influence of a force.

We have to be careful to take account of the energy balance. If a body gains energy, this
energy has to come from somewhere, and that somewhere must lose energy. What we do
is to divide the universe into two parts: the bits we are interested in called the system and
the rest of the universe that we call the surroundings.

Some texts focus on the work done by the system, some concern themselves with the
work done on the system. According to the law of conservation of energy, one is exactly
the equal and opposite of the other, but we have to be clear which is being discussed. I am
going to write w,, for the work done on our system.

If the system gains energy, then w,, will be positive. If the system loses energy then w,,
will negative.

We also have to be careful about the phrase ‘through a distance’. The phrase means
‘through a distance that is the projection of the force vector on the displacement vector’,
and you should instantly recognize a vector scalar product (see Appendix A).

A useful formula that relates to the energy gained by a system (i.e. w,,) when a constant
force F moves its point of application through 1 is

Woy = —F1 (1.6)

In the case where the force is not constant, we have to divide up the motion into differential
elements dl. The energy transferred is then given by the sum of all the corresponding
differential elements dw,,. The corresponding formulae are

dw,, = —F.dl

Won = — [ F.dl (1.7

We now move ¢ by an infinitesimal vector displacement dl, as shown in Figure 1.5, so
that it ends up at point r 4 dl. The work done on the system in that differential change is
dw,, = —F.dl
If the angle between the vectors r; and dl is 6, then we have

dw,, = —Fdlcos6
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and examination of Figure 1.6 shows that d/ cos 6 is the radial distance moved by charge
g, which we will write dr.

Point | q

Point Il

Figure 1.5 Electrostatic work

/
q
0

dl

Origin
Figure 1.6 Relationship between vectors

Hence

1 Qg
dWon = — —d
" dmey 12 '

The total work done moving from position I to position II is therefore found by integrating

1 I
[y,
4 e, r?
1 (1.8)

Won = —

The work done depends only on the initial and final positions of charge g; it is independent
of the way we make the change.

Another way to think about the problem is as follows. The force is radial, and we can
divide the movement from position I to position II into infinitesimal steps, some of which
are parallel to F and some of which are perpendicular to F. The perpendicular steps count
0 towards w,,, the parallel steps only depend on the change in the (scalar) radial distance.
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1.6 Charge Distributions

So far I have concentrated on point charges, and carefully skirted round the question as to
how we deal with continuous distributions of charge. Figure 1.7 shows a charge distribution
Qx. The density of charge need not be constant through space, and we normally write p(r)
for the density at the point whose position vector is r. The charge contained within the
volume element dt at r is therefore p(r)dr and the relationship between p(r) and Q, is
discussed in Appendix A. It is

Oa = /p(l') dr (1.9)

In order to find the force between the charge distribution and the point charge Oy we simply
extend our ideas about the force between two point charges; one of the point charges being
p(r)dt and the other Qg.

Origin

Figure 1.7 Charge distribution

The total force is given by the sum of all possible contributions from the elements of the
continuous charge distribution Q, with point charge Qg. The practical calculation of such
a force can be a nightmare, even for simple charge distributions. One of the reasons for the
nightmare is that forces are vector quantities; we need to know about both their magnitude
and their direction.

In the next section, I am going to tell you about a very useful scalar field called the
mutual potential energy U. This field has the great advantage that it is a scalar field, and so
we do not need to worry about direction in our calculations.

1.7 Mutual Potential Energy, U

Suppose now we start with charge ¢ at infinity, and move it up to a point with vector position
r, as shown in Figure 1.3. The work done is

b 10
N Ame,

(1.10)
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and this represents the energy change on building up the charge distribution, with the
charges initially at infinite separation. It turns out that this energy change is an important
property, and we give it a special name (the mutual potential energy) and a special symbol
U (occasionally @).

Comparison of the equations for force, work and mutual potential energy given above
suggests that there might be a link between the force and the mutual potential energy; at
first sight, one expression looks like the derivative of the other.

I am going to derive a relationship between force and mutual potential energy. The
relationship is perfectly general; it applies to all forces provided that they are constant
in time.

1.8 Relationship between Force and Mutual Potential Energy

Consider a body of mass m that moves in (say) the x-direction under the influence of a
constant force. Suppose that at some instant its speed is v. The kinetic energy is %mvz. You
are probably aware of the law of conservation of energy, and know that when I add the
potential energy U to the kinetic energy, I will get a constant energy that I will denote &
(sorry about the clash of symbols with electric permittivity, but that is life):

1
8:§mvz+U (1.11)

I want to show you how to relate U to the force F. If the energy ¢ is constant in time,
then de/dr = 0. Differentiation of Equation (1.11) with respect to time gives

de dv dU

— = my— —_
dr dr  dr
and so, by the chain rule
de dv  dUdx
— =my— 4+ — —
dr dr  dx dr
If the energy ¢ is constant then its first differential with respect to time is zero, and v is just
dx/dr. Likewise dv/dt is the acceleration and so
0 d’x N dU\ dx (1.12)
=\ m— ) — .
drr  dx /) dt

Equation (1.12) is true if the speed is zero, or if the term in brackets is zero. According to
Newton’s second law of motion, mass times acceleration is force, and so
dU
dx
which gives us the link between force and mutual potential energy.
When working in three dimensions, we have to be careful to distinguish between vectors
and scalars. We treat a body of mass m whose position vector is r. The velocity is v = dr/ds
and the kinetic energy is %m(dr/dz)(dr/dt).
Analysis along the lines given above shows that the force F and U are related by

F=—grad U (1.14)

F— (1.13)
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where the gradient of U is discussed in Appendix A and is given in Cartesian coordinates by

oU oUu oUu
grad U= —e, + —e, + —e, (1.15)
ox ay -~ 0z

Here e,, e, and e, are unit vectors pointing along the Cartesian axes.

1.9 Electric Multipoles

We can define exactly an array of point charges by listing the magnitudes of the charges,
together with their position vectors. If we then wish to calculate (say) the force between one
array of charges and another, we simply apply Coulomb’s law (Equation (1.3)) repeatedly
to each pair of charges. Equation (1.3) is exact, and can be easily extended to cover the
case of continuous charge distributions.

For many purposes, it proves more profitable to describe a charge distribution in terms
of certain quantities called the electric moments. We can then discuss the interaction of one
charge distribution with another in terms of the interactions between the electric moments.

Consider first a pair of equal and opposite point charges, +Q and —Q separated by
distance R (Figure 1.8). This pair of charges is usually said to form an electric dipole of
magnitude QR. In fact, electric dipoles are vector quantities and a more rigorous definition is

p. = OR (1.16)

where the vector R points from the negative charge to the positive charge.

+Q

-Q

Figure 1.8 Simple electric dipole

We sometimes have to concern ourselves with a more general definition, one relating to
an arbitrary array of charges such as that shown in Figure 1.9. We have four point charges:
0, whose position vector is R;, @, whose position vector is R,, Q; whose position vector
is R; and Q, whose position vector is R,. We define the electric dipole moment p. of these

four charges as
4
P. = Z OR;
i=1

It is a vector quantity with x, y and z Cartesian components

4 4 4
Z 0:X;, Z Q;Y; and Z 07,
i=1 i=1 i=1
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Q

Qs

Origin

Figure 1.9 Generalized electric dipole

This is consistent with the elementary definition given above; in the case of two equal and
opposite charges +Q and —Q a distance d apart, the electric dipole moment has magnitude
Qd and points from the negative charge to the positive. The generalization to n charges is
obvious: we substitute n for 4 in the above definition.

There are several general rules about electric moments of charge distributions, and we
can learn a couple of the ones that apply to dipole moments by considering the simple
arrays shown in Figure 1.10 and keeping the definitions in mind.

® +Q
(1)
+Q -Q +Q +Q
o o
(2 (3)
+Q +2Q +Q +Q -2Q +Q
o——© o——©0
4) (5)
+Q
-4Q
+Q +Q
+Q

(6)

Figure 1.10 Simple arrays of point charges
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I have joined up the charges with lines in order to focus attention on the charge systems
involved; there is no implication of a ‘bond’. We do not normally discuss the electric
dipole due to a point charge (1). Examination of the charge distributions (2) through (6)
and calculation of their electric dipole moment for different coordinate origins suggest the
general result; neutral arrays of point charges have a unique electric dipole moment that
does not depend on where we take the coordinate origin. Otherwise, we have to state the
coordinate origin when we discuss the electric dipole moment.

I can prove this from Equation (1.16), generalized to n point charges:

p.= ) OR (1.17)
i=1

Suppose that we move the coordinate origin so that each point charge Q; has a position
vector R} where
Ri = R/,' + A

with A a constant vector. From the definition of electric dipole moment we have

P. = Z OR;
i=1

and so, with respect to the new coordinate origin
p,cz Z QiR/i
i=1

=Y 0GR -4

i=1

:pe_AZQi
i=1

The two definitions only give the same vector if the sum of charges is zero. We often
use the phrase gauge invariant to describe quantities that do not depend on the choice of
coordinate origin.

Arrays (5) and (6) each have a centre of symmetry. There is a general result that any
charge distribution having no overall charge but a centre of symmetry must have a zero
dipole moment, and similar results follow for other highly symmetrical arrays of charges.

1.9.1 Continuous Charge Distributions

In order to extend the definition of an electric dipole to a continuous charge distribution
such as that shown in Figure 1.7, we first of all divide the region of space into differential
elements drt. If p(r) is the charge density then the change in volume element dz is p(r)dr.
We then treat each of these volume elements as point charges and add (i.e. integrate). The
electric dipole moment becomes

p. = /rp (r) dr (1.18)
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1.9.2 Electric Second Moment

The electric dipole moment of an array of point charges is defined by the three sums

i 0.Xi, i Q0;Y; and i 0.Z;
i=1 i=1 i=1
and we can collect them into a column vector in an obvious way as
> 0x,
P. = g 0, (1.19)
>0z

The six independent quantities

30X, Y 0XY. Y0XZ... Y0Z
i=1 i=1 i=1 i=1

are said to define the electric second moment of the charge distribution. We usually collect
them into a real symmetric 3 x 3 matrix q.:

20X Y 0XY, Y 0XZ
i=1 i=1 i=1
q. = Z QiYiXi Z Q;Y,vz Z QiYiZ[ (1.20)
i=1 i=1 i=1
2 0ZX, Y QZY, Y 07
i=1 i=1 i=1

The matrix is symmetric because of the obvious equalities of the off-diagonal sums such as
Z 0.X;Y; and Z 0.Y.X;
i=1 i=1

There are unfortunately many different definitions related to the second (and higher)
moments in the literature. There is little uniformity of usage, and it is necessary to be
crystal clear about the definition and choice of origin when dealing with these quantities.

Most authors prefer to work with a quantity called the electric quadrupole moment rather
than the second moment, but even then there are several different conventions. A common
choice is to use the symbol O, and the definition

Z 0O; (3X’2 — Rlz) 3 Z 0.X;Y; 3 Z 0.X:Z;
i=1 i=1 i=1
l n n n
0. = 307X, Y OBV -R) 3Y0YZ (1.21)
i=1 i=1 i=1
3)° Q.ZX; 3y 0zY, Y 0,032 -R)
i=1 i=1 i=1

Notice that the diagonal elements of this matrix sum to zero and so the matrix has zero trace
(the trace being the sum of the diagonal elements; see Appendix A). Some authors do not
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use the factor of !/ in their definition. Quadrupole moments are gauge invariant provided
the electric dipole moment and the charge are both zero.

Figure 1.11 shows an octahedrally symmetrical array of point charges. Each point charge
has magnitude Q, apart from the central charge that has magnitude —6Q in order to make
the system neutral. The distance between each axial point charge and the central one is a.

O

Qe

Figure 1.11 Octahedral charge distribution

If I choose to direct the Cartesian axes along the symmetry axes, then the second moment
matrix is

2.0 0
=041 0 2 0
00 2

whilst the quadrupole moment matrix is zero.

If I now reduce the symmetry of the charge distribution by placing charges 2Q along the
vertical axis (taken for the sake of argument as the x-axis) and —8Q at the centre (to keep
the electrical balance), the second moment matrix becomes

4 0 0
@=0a| 0 2 0
0 0 2
whilst the quadrupole moment matrix is now
2 0 0
0.=04| 0 —1
0 0 -1

The electric quadrupole moment measures deviations from spherical symmetry. It is zero
when the charge distribution has spherical symmetry.

It always has zero trace (because of the definition), but it is not always diagonal.
Nevertheless, it can always be made diagonal by a rotation of the coordinate axes.
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Finally, consider a linear array formed by the top (4-Q), central (+-2Q) and lower charges
(=30). We find

-2 0
q. = 0a’ 0 0
0 0

oS OO

-2 0 0
and O, = Qd* 010
0 0 1

In cases where the symmetry of the problem determines that the second moment tensor
only has one nonzero component, we speak colloquially of the second moment (which in
this case is —2Qa?).

1.9.3 Higher Electric Moments

The set of ten independent quantities

Zn: 0:.X?, Z 0XY,..., Z A
i=1 i=1 i=1

defines the electric third moment of the charge distribution, and so on. We rarely encounter
such higher moments of electric charge in chemistry.

1.10 Electrostatic Potential

Electrostatic forces are vector quantities, and we have to worry about their magnitude and
direction. I explained earlier that it is more usual to work with the mutual potential energy
U rather than the force F, if only because U is a scalar quantity. In any case we can recover
one from the other by the formula

F=—grad U

Similar considerations apply when dealing with electrostatic fields. They are vector fields
with all the inherent problems of having to deal with both a magnitude and a direction. It
is usual to work with a scalar field called the electrostatic potential ¢. This is related to the
electrostatic field E in the same way that U is related to F:

E = —grad ¢

We will hear more about the electrostatic potential in later sections. In the meantime, I will
tell you that the electrostatic potential at field point r due to a point charge Q at the coordinate
origin is
1
Q - (1.22)
ey v

¢ (r) =

The electric field and the electrostatic potential due to an electric dipole, quadrupole and
higher electric moments are discussed in all the elementary electromagnetism texts. The
expressions can be written exactly in terms of the various distances and charges involved.
For many applications, including our own, it is worthwhile examining the mathematical
form of these fields for points in space that are far away from the charge distribution. We
then refer to (for example) the ‘small’ electric dipole and so on.
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The electrostatic potential at field point r due to a small electric dipole p, at the coordinate
origin turns out to be
1 per
47T &o r3

¢ (r) =

(1.23)

which falls off as 1/r%. Tt falls off faster with r than the potential due to a point charge
because of the cancellation due to plus and minus charges. This is in fact a general rule: the
electrostatic potential for a small electric multipole of order / falls off as »~‘*" so dipole
moment potentials fall off faster than those due to point charges, and so on.

1.11 Polarization and Polarizability

In electrical circuits, charges are stored in capacitors, which at their simplest consist of a
pair of conductors carrying equal and opposite charges. Michael Faraday (1837) made a
great discovery when he observed that filling the space between the plates of a parallel
plate capacitor with substances such as mica increased their ability to store charge. The
multiplicative factor is called the relative permittivity and is given a symbol ¢,, as discussed
above. [ also told you that the older name is the dielectric constant.

Materials such as glass and mica differ from substances such as copper wire, in that they
have few conduction electrons and so make poor conductors of electric current. We call
materials such as glass and mica dielectrics, to distinguish them from metallic conductors.

Figure 1.12 shows a two-dimensional picture of a dielectric material, illustrated as
positively charged nuclei each surrounded by a localized electron cloud.

ORORONORO
ONONORORO
ONORORORO
ONONORORO

Figure 1.12 Dielectric slab

We now apply an electrostatic field, directed from the left to the right. There is a force on
each charge, and the positive charges are displaced to the right whilst the negative charges
move a corresponding distance to the left, as shown in Figure 1.13.

The macroscopic theory of this phenomenon is referred to as dielectric polarization, and
we focus on the induced dipole moment dp, per differential volume dr. Because it is a
macroscopic theory, no attention is paid to atomic details; we assume that there are a large
number of atoms or molecules within the volume element dz (or that the effects caused by
the discrete particles have somehow been averaged out).
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Electric field

Figure 1.13 Dielectric with applied field

We relate the induced electric dipole to the volume of a differential element by
dp. = Pdt (1.24)

where the dielectric polarization P is an experimentally determined quantity. P can depend
on the applied field in all manner of complicated ways, but for very simple media and for
low field strengths, it turns out that P is directly proportional to E. We write

P= (¢ —1)gE (1.25)

where ¢, is the relative permittivity of the dielectric. The polarization acts so as to reduce
the field inside a dielectric.

1.12 Dipole Polarizability

At the microscopic level, we concern ourselves with the various electric moments that are
induced in each atom or molecule.

Consider the simple case shown in Figure 1.14, where we apply a weak electric field E in
adirection parallel to a molecule’s electric dipole moment. This causes charge redistribution
and we can write

p. (induced) = p. (permanent) + oE (1.26)

I have distinguished between the permanent electric dipole, the one a molecule has in free
space with no fields present, from the induced dipole. I have also used the symbol « for the
dipole polarizability.

In the general case, the field need not be weak and the induced dipole need not be in the
same direction as either the applied field or the permanent dipole moment. This is shown
in Figure 1.15. Parameter o cannot be a scalar, since the directions of the applied field and
the induced dipole need not be the same.
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Molecule

Pe

Electric field

Figure 1.14 Induced molecular dipole

72
Electric field

Figure 1.15 More general case

The dipole polarizability e is a special type of physical property called a tensor, just like
the electric second moment. We can represent a as a 3 x 3 real symmetric matrix

Oy Oy
a=| o, o, o, (1.27)
(o7 o zy o

oy,

and I will write the more general expression as
p. (induced) = p. (permanent) + «.E + higher order terms (1.28)

The higher order terms are the hyperpolarizabilities; they feature in advanced texts of
this kind. We are not going to meet them again. We interpret Equation (1.28) as a matrix
equation; the p’s are column vectors.

1.12.1 Properties of Polarizabilities

The matrix a can always be written in diagonal form by a suitable rotation of the Cartesian
axes (see Appendix A) to give

ae 0 0
o = 0 Opp 0
0 0 .
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The quantities o, oy, and «,, are called the principal values of the polarizability tensor. For
molecules with symmetry, the principal axes of polarizability correspond to the molecular
symmetry axes. For a linear molecule the components that refer to perpendicular axes
are equal and usually different from the parallel component and the matrix is usually
written

o, 0 0
o= 0 App 0
0 0 Aypp

1.13 Many-Body Forces

It is instructive to calculate the work done in building up an array of charges such as that
shown in Figure 1.9. We will assume that all the charges are point charges and so cannot be
polarized. We start with all the charges (n in total) at infinity, and move them in turn from
infinity to their position as shown.

Moving Q, from infinity to position vector R, takes no energy, because no other charges

are present.
Moving Q, from infinity to position vector R, involves an energy change:
100
. 4 o R 12

where R, is the length of the vector joining the charges. We now move Q; from infinity to
position vector Rj. This charge moves in the field due to Q, and Q,, involving an energy cost:

1 005 1 0.0,

Ui+ Uy =
" 23 47[8() R|3 47'[8() R23

The total work done U,,, is seen to be

n—1 n

Ua=Y_ > U (1.29)

i=1 j=itl

This expression holds because of the pair wise additivity of the forces between point
charges. The expression would not necessarily hold if the charges were themselves charge
distributions because the addition of further charges could polarize the existing ones and
so alter the forces already calculated.

Whatever the case, U, will depend on the coordinates of all the charges present:

Utul = Ulm (R17 RZ’ L) Rn) (130)

and it is always possible to write a formal expansion

Uo Ri.Ry,....R) =Y U? (R.R)+ Y U? (R.R.R) + -

pairs triples

+U(n) (R13R29""Rn) (131)
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involving distinct pairs, triples, etc. of particles. The U® terms are referred to as the pair
contributions, the U® terms are the three-body terms, and so on. Terms higher than the
second are identically zero for the interaction between point charges.

1.14 Problem Set

A set of problems, together with solutions, is available on the associated website.



