
vii

Contents

Preface xi

Introduction  Who Am I, and Why Should You Care 
about What I Have to Share? xv

A Disclaimer xix

Section I Begin Where You Are Now 01

Get Off of Yourself 13

Section II Taking Responsibility 
for Your Own Life 21

The Black Hole of Excuses 26

Excuse Number One: I Don’t Have the Money 33

Excuse Number Two: I Don’t Have the Time 51

Excuse Number Three: I Don’t Have an Education 66

Excuse Number Four: I Don’t Have Enough Information 
and Knowledge 74

Excuse Number Five: I Don’t Have the Experience 79

Excuse Number Six: I Don’t Have a Car 84

Excuse Number Seven: I’m Just Not Ready 86

ftoc.indd   viiftoc.indd   vii 10/5/07   5:42:18 PM10/5/07   5:42:18 PM

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



Section III The Dark Hall of Fear 89

The Magic Bullet: Self-Confi dence 94

Two Kinds of Fear 101

Fear of Loss versus Hope of Gain 109

Choosing Failure; Choosing Success 110

Section IV Empowerment versus 
Victimhood 117

Responsibility and Power versus Blame and Powerlessness 122

Change Your Life, Break the Cycle 128

Forgiveness Is a Key to Overcoming 132

Get Uncomfortable and Face Your Fears 140

Conventional Wisdom Is Almost Always Wrong 144

Section V Why Every Young Person Should 
Start a Business 151

I Just Don’t Know What I Want to Do 154

Don’t Wait until You’re Old, or Even Grown Up 162

True Success and Giving Back: What Is True Success? 166

Socially-Conscious Investing 175

Section VI Getting What You Need 
to Succeed 179

How’s Your Starter Switch? 181

Where to Get the Information and Knowledge You Need 185

Mentors 187

viii CONTENTS

ftoc.indd   viiiftoc.indd   viii 10/5/07   5:42:18 PM10/5/07   5:42:18 PM



Section VII Don’t Listen to Losers, Whiners, 
and Naysayers—Believe in Yourself 223

Epilogue: Dream Bigger Dreams 229

About Ephren W. Taylor II 233

Ephren W. Taylor II Timeline 237

About W. Emerson Brantley III 243

Index 245

 Contents ix

ftoc.indd   ixftoc.indd   ix 10/5/07   5:42:18 PM10/5/07   5:42:18 PM



ftoc.indd   xftoc.indd   x 10/5/07   5:42:18 PM10/5/07   5:42:18 PM


