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Acapulco

Acapulco Diamante, 52, 317, 321

beach recommendations for, 52

Costera, 52, 316, 321

Old Acapulco, 317, 321

Puerto Marqués, 321

Acapulco accommodations

author’s ratings of, 322

Best Western, 48

Boca Chica, 55–56, 321–22

Camino Real Diamante, 323–24

El Mirador Acapulco, 328–29

Elcano, 324–25, 330

Fairmont Acapulco Princess, 325, 342, 

344–45

Fairmont Pierre Marqués, 325, 342

Fiesta Inn, 326

Hacienda Maria Eugenia, 327–28

Hyatt Regency Acapulco, 49, 328

InterContinental Hotels, 48–49

Las Brisas, 322–23, 330

Los Flamingos, 326–27

Mexico Botique Hotels, 49

Quinta Real, 329–30

Adult-only hotels/resorts

Azulik Resort (Tulum), 211–12

Kailuum (Tulum), 218–19

Palace Resorts, 51

Airport Hilton (Mexico City), 23

Akumal (Caribbean Coast), 52

Club Akumal Caribe and Villas Maya, 207–08

Vista Del Mar, 206–07

Allegro resorts, 50

All-inclusive hotels, 50–51

Amenities, hotel/room, 43–46

Ana y José Hotel and Spa (Tulum), 212

Antillano (Cancún), 90

Arrival and check-in, front desk, 43

Author’s recommendations

Acapulco, 322

Cancún, 89

Cozumel, 149

Huatulco, 373

Isla Mujeres, 125

Los Cabos, 399

Mazatlán, 226

Puerto Escondido, 352

Puerto Vallarta, 258

quality and cost ratings, 57–58

selection criteria, 42

Azulik Resort (Tulum), 211–12

Bahía de Banderas (Puerto Vallarta), 52

Bahía de Zihuatanejo, 54

Bahía Tangolunda (Huatulco), 53–54

Barceló (Huatulco), 373–74, 384

Bars and nightlife. see Subject Index, 

Nightlife

Resorts and hotels are listed alphabetically and by beach-resort location. Added categorizations

of hotels and resorts are included under Budget hotels/resorts, Disabled access, Kitchens/

kitchenettes, and those particularly suited for children (see Children, traveling with). 
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Beaches, author’s ratings of, 51–53. 

see also Subject Index, Beaches

Bed-and-breakfast hotels (B&B), 49

Best Western, 48

Posada Chachué (Huatulco), 374–75

Posada Freeman (Mazatlán), 225–26

Posada Real (Puerto Escondido), 351–53, 367

Boca Chica (Acapulco), 55–56

Bottled water, 45

Brisas del Mar (Zihuatanejo), 56, 297–98

Budget and expectations, 42–43

Budget travel hotels/resorts

Antillano (Cancún), 90

author’s top picks for, 55–56

Best Western Posada Freeman (Mazatlán), 

225–26

Cabañas Paamul (Caribbean Coast), 204

Casa Rosada (Puerto Escondido), 353–54

El Rey del Caribe (Cancún), 94–95

Flamingo (Cozumel), 153–54

Francis Arlene (Isla Mujeres), 56, 127–28

Hacienda del Caribe (Playa del Carmen), 

192–93

Hacienda Maria Eugenia (Acapulco), 327–28

Hotel Bahía and Suites Colonial (Cozumel), 

150

Hotel Suites Begonias (Huatulco), 376–77

Hotel Villas Coral (Huatulco), 377–78

La Tortuga Hotel and Spa (Playa del Carmen), 

195

Le P’tit Hotel (Puerto Escondido), 354

Los Flamingos (Acapulco), 326–27

Los Milagros (Los Cabos), 56, 404

Misión de los Arcos (Huatulco), 56, 378–79

Olas Atlas Inn (Mazatlán), 229–30

Posada del Mar (Isla Mujeres), 129

Safari Inn (Cozumel), 157–58

Siesta Suites (Los Cabos), 407–08

Treetops (Playa del Carmen), 194

Tropicana Inn (Los Cabos), 408

Xbalamque (Cancún), 97

Buenaventura (Puerto Vallarta), 260–61

Cabañas Copal and Zahra (Tulum), 211

Cabañas Maria del Mar (Isla Mujeres), 126

Cabañas Paamul (Caribbean Coast), 204

Cable television, 44

Cabo Pulmo Beach Resort, 425

Cabo San Lucas. see Los Cabos

Camino Real Aeropuerto (Mexico City), 23

Camino Real Diamante (Acapulco), 323–24

Camino Real Zaashila (Huatulco), 54, 375, 384

Campgrounds

Kailuum camptel (Punta Bete), 188

Paamul (Caribbean Coast), 204

Playa Xcalacoco (Caribbean Coast), 189

Punta Soliman (Caribbean Coast), 210

Cancellations and deposits, 46

Cancún

beach recommendations for, 51

Boulevard Kukulkán, 83, 89

El Centro, 83, 108–09

Embarcadero, 89

Hilton Cancún Club de Golf, 117

Hurricane Wilma and, 88

Cancún accommodations

Antillano, 90

author’s ratings of, 89

Best Western, 48

Club Med hotels, 50

Dreams Cancún Resort & Spa, 89–91

Dreams Resort and Spa, 55

El Rey del Caribe, 94–95

Fiesta Americana, 48, 88

Gran Meliá, 91–92

Hotel Presidente InterContinental, 48–49, 

89, 92–93

Hyatt Caribe Villas and Resort, 49, 93–94

Le Meridien Resort and Spa, 53, 89, 94

Marriott Hotels, 49

Oasis hotels, 50

Palace Resorts, 51, 88

Ritz-Carlton, 54, 89, 95–96

Riu hotels, 88

Sol Meliá hotels, 49, 88

Westin Resort and Spa, 49, 96–97

Xbalamque, 97

Capitán Lafitte (Punta Bete), 55, 188

Caribbean Coast

Akumal, 206–09

beach recommendations, 51–52

comparison of resorts, 178–79

Esencia resort, 53

La Tortuga, 56

Mayakoba, 190–91

Occidental Hotels, 50, 203
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Paamul, 204

Playa del Carmen, 50, 56, 191–203

Playa Xcalacoco, 189

Puerto Aventuras, 204–06

Puerto Morelos, 182–87

Punta Bete, 55, 188

Punta Maroma, 187–88

Sol Meliá hotels, 49

Tulum, 210–19

Xcaret, 203

Xel-Há, 209–10

Carretera Norte/Sur (Cozumel), 51

Carrizalillo Bay (Puerto Escondido), 52

Casa Cuitlateca (Zihuatanejo), 49, 292

Casa de los Sueños (Isla Mujeres), 126–27

Casa del Mar (Los Cabos), 399–400

Casa Mexicana (Cozumel), 150

Casa Natalia (Los Cabos), 400–401

Casa Pan del Miel (Oaxacan Coast), 387

Casa Rosada (Puerto Escondido), 55, 353–54

Chahue Bay (Huatulco), 53

Checklists/comparisons. see also Author’s 

recommendations

quality and cost, 57–58

resort amenities, 43–43

resort destinations, 8–9

Children, traveling with

author’s hotel ratings, 55

Cabañas Maria del Mar (Isla Mujeres), 126

Dreams Puerto Vallarta, 262

El Cid La Ceiba (Cozumel), 150–51

Fairmont Mayakoba (Caribbean Coast), 

190–91

Gala resort (Huatulco), 55, 376

Hotel Marina El Cid (Puerto Morelos), 

185–86

Hotel Presidente InterContinental 

(Los Cabos), 402–03

Meliá Azul Ixtapa, 300–301

Meliá Cozumel Beach and Golf Resort 

(Cozumel), 157

Presidente Intercontinental (Ixtapa), 301–02

programs for, 34–35

Sheraton Hacienda del Mar Resort and Spa 

(Los Cabos), 406–07

Sol Meliá Puerto Vallarta, 268

Westin Resort and Spa (Los Cabos), 409–10

Clothing optional resorts, 211–12

Club Akumal Caribe and Villas Maya 

(Caribbean Coast), 207–08

Club Intrawest (Zihuatanejo), 299

Club Med hotels, 50, 216

Comparisons. see Checklists/comparisons

Concierges, 44

Coral Princess (Cozumel), 151–52

Costa de Cocos (Tulum), 217–18

Costera (Acapulco), 52, 316, 321

Costs and quality rating, 57–58

Cozumel

author’s ratings of, 149

beach ratings and, 51

Casa Mexicana, 150

Coral Princess, 151–52

Cozumel Palace, 152–53

El Cid La Ceiba, 150–51

Fiesta Americana Dive Resort, 48, 153

Flamingo, 153–54

Hotel Cozumel and Resort, 154–55

Hotel Presidente InterContinental, 48–49, 

53, 155–56

Iberostar Cozumel, 50, 156

Meliá Cozumel Beach and Golf Resort, 157

Occidental resort, 50

Palace Resorts, 51, 152–53

Playa Azul, 157–58

Safari Inn, 158–58

Sol Meliá hotels, 49

Crowne hotels, 48

Dancing and music. see Subject Index, Nightlife

Deer Island (Mazatlán), 52

Deposits and cancellations, 46

Deseo Hotel and Lounge (Playa del Carmen), 

192

Disabled access

accommodations in Mexico, 35

Best Western Posada Freeman (Mazatlán), 

225–26

Buenaventura (Puerto Vallarta), 260–61

Camino Real Diamante (Acapulco), 323–24

Ceiba del Mar Hotel and Spa (Puerto 

Morelos), 182–85

Club Akumal Caribe and Villas Maya

(Caribbean Coast), 207–08

Dreams Puerto Vallarta, 262

Dreams Resort and Spa (Cancún), 90–91
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Disabled access (continued)

El Cid La Ceiba (Cozumel), 150–51

El Cid Marina (Mazatlán), 226–27

Elcano (Acapulco), 324–25

Emporio Ixtapa, 300

Esparanza (Los Cabos), 401–02

Fairmont Mayakoba (Caribbean Coast), 

190–91

Fiesta Americana Dive Resort (Cozumel), 153

Fiesta Inn (Acapulco), 326

Four Seasons (Puerto Vallarta), 263

Gala resort (Huatulco), 376

Gran Meliá Cancún, 91–92

Holiday Inn (Mazatlán), 227–28

Hotel Marina El Cid (Puerto Morelos), 185–86

Hotel Playa Mazatlán, 227–28

Hotel Presidente InterContinental (Cancún), 

92–93

Hotel Presidente InterContinental (Cozumel), 

155–56

Hotel Presidente Intercontinental (Ixtapa), 

301–02

Hotel Presidente InterContinental 

(Los Cabos), 402–03

Hotelito Descononcido (Puerto Vallarta), 

264–65

Hyatt Caribe Villas and Resort (Cancún), 

93–94

Hyatt Regency Acapulco, 328

La Hacienda (Puerto Escondido), 355–56

Las Brisas (Ixtapa), 296–97

Las Ventanas al Paraiso (Los Cabos), 54, 

408–09

Le Meridien Resort and Spa (Cancún), 94

Los Milagros (Los Cabos), 56, 404

Maroma (Punta Maroma), 187–88

Marquis Los Cabos Resort (Los Cabos), 403

Marriott Casa Magna (Puerto Vallarta), 

266–67

Meliá Azul Ixtapa, 300–301

Meliá Cozumel Beach and Golf Resort 

(Cozumel), 157

One&Only Palmilla (Los Cabos), 404–05

Paraiso de la Bonita (Puerto Morelos), 186–87

Plaza Marina Mazatlán, 230–31

Posada del Mar (Isla Mujeres), 129

Pueblo Bonito Emerald Bay (Mazatlán), 

232–33

Pueblo Bonito (Mazatlán), 231–32

Pueblo Bonito Sunset Beach Resort and Spa

(Los Cabos), 405–06

Quinta Real (Acapulco), 329–30

Ritz-Carlton (Cancún), 95–96

Royal Villas (Mazatlán), 233

Santa Fé (Puerto Escondido), 356–57

Shangri-La Caribe (Playa del Carmen), 193–94

Sheraton Hacienda del Mar Resort and Spa 

(Los Cabos), 406–07

Sol Meliá Puerto Vallarta, 268

Westin Resort and Spa (Cancún), 96–97

Westin Resort and Spa (Los Cabos), 409–10

Xpu-Ha (Puerto Aventuras), 204–06

Dreams Puerto Vallarta, 262

Dreams Resort and Spa (Cancún), 55, 89–91

Drinking water, 45

El Alquimista (Oaxacan Coast), 387

El Careyes hotel, 49

El Cid La Ceiba (Cozumel), 150–51

El Cid Marina (Mazatlán), 226–27

El Mirador Acapulco, 328–29

El Quelite, 246

El Rey del Caribe (Cancún), 94–95

Elcano (Acapulco), 324–25

Emporio Ixtapa, 300

English language, why don’t they speak? 

see Spanish language

Esencia (Caribbean Coast), 53

Esparanza (Los Cabos), 401–02

European travelers, catering to, 49–50

Fairmont Acapulco Princess (Acapulco), 325, 

342, 344–45

Fairmont Pierre Marqués (Acapulco), 325

Family friendly hotels/resorts, top picks for, 55

Fiesta Americana, 48, 88, 253

Fiesta Inn (Acapulco), 326

Flamingo (Cozumel), 153–54

Four Seasons (Puerto Vallarta), 253, 263, 282

Francis Arlene (Isla Mujeres), 56, 127–28

Gala resort (Huatulco), 55, 376, 384, 390

Gran Meliá Cancún, 91–92

Hacienda del Caribe (Playa del Carmen), 

192–93
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Hacienda Maria Eugenia (Acapulco), 327–28

Hacienda San Angel (Puerto Vallarta), 54, 

263–64

Health concerns

can I drink the water?, 6, 45

can I eat the food?, 35–36

on-site physicians, 38

Hilton Hotels

Airport Hilton (Mexico City), 23

Cancún Golf Club, 117

Los Cabos, 398

Holiday Inn

hotel chain, 48

Mazatlán, 227–28

Puerto Vallarta, 253

Holidays. see also Subject Index, Festivals and 

events

added charges at, 46

calendar of important, 40–41

minimum night stays, 50

Hotel Bahía and Suites Colonial (Cozumel), 150

Hotel chains, 48–49

Hotel Cozumel and Resort (Cozumel), 154–55

Hotel Marina El Cid (Puerto Morelos), 185–86

Hotel Mayaland (Chichén Itzá), 109

Hotel Playa Mazatlán, 55, 227–28

Hotel Presidente InterContinental

Acapulco, 48–49

Cancún, 89, 92–93

Cozumel, 155–56

Ixtapa, 301–02

Los Cabos, 402–03

Mazatlán, 48–49

Puerto Vallarta, 260

Hotel Suites Begonias (Huatulco), 376–77

Hotel Villas Coral (Huatulco), 377–78

Hotelito Casa las Tortugas (Isla Holbox), 114

Hotelito Descononcido (Puerto Vallarta), 

264–65

Hotels/resorts

all-inclusive, 50

amenities, 43–46

budget traveler, 55–56

cost, quality and value, 57–58

family-friendly, 55

getting a good deal at, 47–48

independent hotels, 49

international hotel chains, 48–49

luxury resorts, 53–54

meal plans, 50

Mexican hotel chains, 48–49

prime beach locations, 51–53

romantic resorts, 54–55

taxes and charges, 46

timeshare/vacation ownership, 51

Huatulco

author’s hotel ratings, 373

Bahía Tangolunda, 53–54

Barceló, 373–74, 384

Best Western Posada Chachué, 48, 374–75

botique hotels, 49

Camino Real Zaashila, 54, 375, 384

Gala resort, 55, 376, 384, 390

Hotel Suites Begonias, 376–77

Hotel Villas Coral, 377–78

Misión de los Arcos, 56, 378–79

Hurricane Wilma, 50–51

Hyatt Hotels

Caribe Villas and Resort (Cancún), 93–94

Hyatt Regency Acapulco, 328

Mexican chain, 49

Iberostar Cozumel, 156

Iberostar hotels, 50

Ikal del Mar (Playa Xcalacoco), 189

Independent hotels, 49–50

Indigo hotels, 48

Inn at Mazatlán, 229

InterContinental Hotels Group. see Hotel 

Presidente InterContinental

International hotel chains, 48–49

Internet and resort web sites, 38, 45

Isla Holbox

Hotelito Casa las Tortugas, 114

Xaloc hotel, 111, 114

Isla Mujeres

agencies for rentals, 125

author’s ratings of, 125

beach recommendations for, 51

Cabañas Maria del Mar, 126

Casa de los Sueños, 126–27

Francis Arlene, 56, 127–28

Mexico Botique Hotels, 49

Na Balam, 128–29

Posada del Mar, 129

Secreto, 129–30
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Isla Mujeres (continued)

Small Luxury Hotels, 49

Villa Rolandi, 55, 130–31

Ixtapa

author’s recommendations, 296

beach recommendations for, 52

Best Western, 48

Club Med hotels, 50, 295–96

Emporio Ixtapa, 300

Las Brisas, 296–97

Meliá Azul Ixtapa, 49, 295–96, 300–301

NH Krystal hotels, 49

Presidente InterContinental, 48–49, 301–02

Kailuum (Tulum), 217–19

Kitchens/kitchenettes, 44

Barceló (Huatulco), 373–74

Best Western Posada Chachué (Huatulco), 

374–75

Best Western Posada Freeman (Mazatlán), 

225–26

Brisas del Mar, 297–98

Buenaventura (Puerto Vallarta), 260–61

Camino Real Zaashila (Huatulco), 375

The Careyes (Puerto Vallarta), 261

Casa Rosada (Puerto Escondido), 353–54

Coral Princess (Cozumel), 151–52

El Cid La Ceiba (Cozumel), 150–51

El Cid Marina (Mazatlán), 226–27

El Rey del Caribe (Cancún), 94–95

Esparanza (Los Cabos), 401–02

Flamingo (Cozumel), 153–54

Francis Arlene (Isla Mujeres), 127–28

Hacienda Maria Eugenia (Acapulco), 327–28

Hacienda San Angel (Puerto Vallarta), 263–64

Hotel Playa Mazatlán, 227–28

Hotel Villas Coral (Huatulco), 377–78

Iberostar Cozumel, 156

Inn at Mazatlán, 229

Los Arcos Suites (Puerto Vallarta), 268–69

Los Milagros (Los Cabos), 56, 404

Marquis Los Cabos Resort (Los Cabos), 403

Olas Atlas Inn (Mazatlán), 229–30

One&Only Palmilla (Los Cabos), 404–05

Playa Azul (Cozumel), 157–58

Plaza Marina Mazatlán, 230–31

Pueblo Bonito Emerald Bay (Mazatlán), 

232–33

Pueblo Bonito (Mazatlán), 231–32

Pueblo Bonito Sunset Beach Resort and Spa 

(Los Cabos), 405–06

Quinta María Cortez (Puerto Vallarta), 267

Royal Villas (Mazatlán), 233

Sheraton Hacienda del Mar (Los Cabos), 

406–07

Siesta Suites (Los Cabos), 56, 407–08

timeshare hotels and, 51

Treetops (Playa del Carmen), 194

Velas Vallarta (Puerto Vallarta), 269–70

Westin Resort (Los Cabos), 409–10

Xpu-Ha (Puerto Aventuras), 204–06

La Casa Que Canta (Zihuatanejo), 49, 54, 292, 

298

La Costalegre, 52, 259, 280

La Hacienda (Puerto Escondido), 355–56

La Jolla de Mismaloya Hotel (Puerto Vallarta), 

282

La Solana (Puerto Vallarta), 253

La Tortuga (Caribbean Coast), 56

La Tortuga Hotel and Spa (Playa del Carmen), 

195

Lagunita Yelpa (Puerto Vallarta), 282

Las Brisas (Acapulco), 322–23

Las Brisas (Ixtapa), 296–97

Las Ranitas (Tulum), 213

Las Ventanas al Paraiso (Los Cabos), 54, 408–09

Le Meridien hotels, 49, 53, 89

Le Meridien Resort and Spa (Cancún), 94

Le P’tit Hotel (Puerto Escondido), 354

Los Arcos Suites (Puerto Vallarta), 268–69

Los Cabos

author’s hotel ratings, 399

Best Western, 48

Casa del Mar, 399–400

Casa Natalia, 400–401

Esparanza, 401–02

Hilton Hotels, 398

Hotel Presidente InterContinental, 48–49, 

402–03

Las Ventanas al Paraiso, 54, 408–09

Los Milagros, 56, 404

Marquis Los Cabos Resort, 403

Mexico Botique Hotels, 49, 399

One&Only Palmilla, 404–05, 429–30

Palmilla Golf Resort, 429–30
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Pueblo Bonito Sunset Beach, 398, 405–06

Sheraton Hacienda del Mar, 49, 398, 406–07

Siesta Suites, 56, 407–08

Sol Meliá hotels, 49, 398

Tropicana Inn, 408

Westin Resort and Spa, 49, 409–10

Los Flamingos (Acapulco), 326–27

Los Milagros (Los Cabos), 56, 404

Los Sábalos Resort Hotel (Mazatlán), 233–34

Luxury Resorts, 49, 53–54

Majahual (Caribbean Coast), 217–19

Majahuitas Resort (Puerto Vallarta), 54, 259, 

265–66, 282

Marina Vallarta (Puerto Vallarta), 52

Maroma (Punta Maroma), 186–87

Marquis Resort (Los Cabos), 403

Marriott Casa Magna (Puerto Vallarta), 49, 

266–67

Mayakoba (Caribbean Coast), 190–91

Mazatlán

author’s hotel ratings, 226

beach recommendations for, 52

Best Western Posada Freeman, 48, 225–26

El Cid Marina, 226–27

Holiday Inn, 227–28

Hotel Playa Mazatlán, 55, 227–28

Inn at Mazatlán, 229

InterContinental Hotels, 48–49

Los Sábalos Resort Hotel, 233–34

Olas Atlas Inn, 229–30

Plaza Marina Mazatlán, 230–31

Pueblo Bonito Emerald Bay, 225, 232–33

Pueblo Bonito (Zona Dorada), 231–32

Royal Villas, 233

Villas María Fernanda, 244

Meal plans, 50

Meliá Azul Ixtapa, 49, 295–96, 300–301

Meliá Cozumel Beach and Golf Resort 

(Cozumel), 157

Mesón de los Laureanos (El Quelite), 246

Mexican hotel chains, 48–49

Mexico City International Airport, 23

Minibars, 44

Misión de los Arcos (Huatulco), 56, 378–79

Music and dancing. see Subject Index, Nightlife

Na Balam (Isla Mujeres), 128–29

NH Krystal Hotel (Zihuantanejo), 49, 315

Nuevo Vallarta (Puerto Vallarta), 52

Oasis hotels, 50

Oaxacan Coast. see also Huatulco

bays and resorts, 369–70

Casa Pan del Miel (Mazunte beach), 387

El Alquimista (Zipolite), 387

Occidental resort, 50

Off-season travel, 47

Olas Atlas Inn (Mazatlán), 229–30

One&Only Palmilla (Los Cabos), 404–05, 

429–30

Paamul (Caribbean Coast), 52, 204

Package vacations, 24–25, 47–48

Palace Resorts, 51, 88

Palmilla Golf Resort (Los Cabos), 429–30

Paraiso de la Bonita (Puerto Morelos), 186–87

Paraíso Escondido (Puerto Escondido), 

354–55

Playa Azul (Cozumel), 157–58

Playa Caletita (Acapulco), 56

Playa del Carmen (Caribbean Coast)

Deseo Hotel and Lounge, 192

development and growth, 51–52, 191

Hacienda del Caribe, 192–93

La Tortuga Hotel and Spa, 195

Oasis hotels, 50

Shangri-La Caribe, 193–94

Treetops, 194

Playa del Palmar (Ixtapa), 52

Playa Garrafón (Isla Mujeres), 51

Playa Gaviotas (Mazatlán), 52

Playa la Madera (Zihuatanejo), 56

Playa la Ropa (Zihuatanejo), 52

Playa los Muertos (Puerto Vallarta), 52

Playa Marineros (Puerto Escondido), 52

Playa Médano (Cabo San Lucas), 53

Playa Norte (Isla Mujeres), 51, 56

Playa Norte (Mazatlán), 52

Playa Olas Atlas (Mazatlán), 52

Playa Principal (Puerto Escondido), 52

Playa Revolcadero (Acapulco), 52

Playa Xcalacoco (Caribbean Coast), 189

Playa Zicatela (Puerto Escondido), 52

Posada del Mar (Isla Mujeres), 129
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Presidente hotels. see Hotel Presidente 

InterContinental

Pueblo Bonito (Mazatlán), 231–32

Pueblo Bonito Sunset Beach Resort and Spa

(Los Cabos), 405–06

Puerto Angelito Bay (Puerto Escondido), 52

Puerto Aventuras (Caribbean Coast)

Xpu-Ha, 204–06

Puerto Escondido

author’s hotel ratings, 352

beach recommendations, 52, 351

Best Western Posada Real, 48, 351–53, 367

Casa Rosada, 55, 353–54

La Hacienda, 355–56

Le P’tit Hotel, 354

Paraíso Escondido, 354–55

Puerto Angelito Bay, 52

Santa Fé, 356–57

Puerto Marqués (Acapulco), 52, 321

Puerto Morelos (Caribbean Coast), 52

Ceiba del Mar Hotel and Spa, 182–85

Hotel Marina El Cid, 185–86

Puerto Vallarta

author’s hotel ratings, 258

beach recommendations, 52

Buenaventura, 260–61

The Careyes, 261

Dreams Puerto Vallarta, 260, 262

El Careyes hotel, 49

Fiesta Americana, 253

Four Seasons, 253, 259, 263, 282

Hacienda San Angel, 54, 263–64

Holiday Inn, 253

Hotelito Descononcido, 264–65

InterContinental Hotel, 48–49, 260

La Jolla de Mismaloya Hotel, 282

La Solana, 253

Lagunita Yelpa, 282

Los Arcos Suites, 268–69

Majahuitas Resort, 54, 259, 265–66, 282

Majahultas, 282

Marriott Casa Magna, 49, 266–67

Mexico Botique Hotels, 49

NH Krystal hotels, 49

Palace Resorts, 51

Quinta María Cortez, 267

Sheraton hotels, 253

Small Luxury Hotels, 49, 259–60

Sol Meliá hotels, 49, 268

St. Regis resort, 253

timeshares, 259

Velas Vallarta, 269–70

Verana, 282

Westin hotels, 49

Punta Bete (Caribbean Coast), 52

Punta Cancún, 51

Punta Nizúc (Cancún), 51

Punta Soliman (Caribbean Coast), 210

Quinta María Cortez (Puerto Vallarta), 267

Quinta Real (Acapulco), 329–30

“Rack rates,” 47, 58, 88

Rancho Los Angeles (Teacapán), 245

Ratings, author’s recommendations and, 57–58

Refrigerators/kitchenettes, 44

Reservations

booking early for, 47–48

deposits and cancellations, 46

front desk check-in with, 43

Río Cuale (Puerto Vallarta), 52

Ritz-Carlton (Cancún), 54, 89, 95–96

Riu hotels (Cancún), 88

Riviera Maya, 8, 50–51, 176–77

Romantic Resorts

author’s top picks for, 54–55

Camino Real Zaashila (Huatulco), 54, 375, 

384

Elcano (Acapulco), 394–95

Hacienda San Angel (Puerto Vallarta), 54, 

263–64

Kailuum (Tulum), 218–19

La Casa Que Canta (Zihuatanejo), 49, 54, 

292, 298

Lagunita Yelpa (Puerto Vallarta), 282

Las Brisas (Acapulco), 322–23

Majahuitas Resort (Puerto Vallarta), 54, 259, 

265–66, 282

Playa Azul (Cozumel), 157–58

Secreto (Isla Mujeres), 129–30

Villa del Sol (Zihuatanejo), 49, 54, 292, 

302–03

Villa Rolandi (Isla Mujeres), 54, 130–31

Room rates, 47–48, 50

Royal Villas (Mazatlán), 233
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Safari Inn (Cozumel), 157–58

Safe-deposit boxes, 43

San José del Cabo, 53

Santa Fé (Puerto Escondido), 356–57

Satellite television, 44

Secreto (Isla Mujeres), 129–30

Service charges and taxes, 46

Shangri-La Caribe (Playa del Carmen), 193–94

Sheraton Hacienda del Mar Resort and Spa (Los 

Cabos), 406–07

Sheraton hotels, 49, 253

Siesta Suites (Los Cabos), 56, 407–08

Small Luxury Hotels of the World, 49

Sol Meliá hotels, 49, 88

Sol Meliá Puerto Vallarta, 268

Spanish language

can’t they speak English?, 43

pronunciation, 437

reading and understanding, 5

words and phrases, 437–40

St. Regis resort (Puerto Vallarta), 253

Standard amenities, 43–46

Starwood Hotels, 49

Tankah (Caribbean Coast), 52, 210

Taxes and service charges, 46, 58

Teacapán (Mazatlán), 245

Telephones, 45, 47

Television, 44

The Careyes (Puerto Vallarta), 261

Timeshare programs, 51, 259

Tipping, 46

Toll-free telephone numbers, 47

Treetops (Playa del Carmen), 194

Tropicana Inn (Los Cabos), 408

Tulum (Caribbean Coast)

Ana y José Hotel and Spa, 212

Azulik Resort, 211–12

Cabañas Copal and Zahra, 211

Costa de Cocos, 217–18

Kailuum, 218–19

Las Ranitas, 213

Villa Arqueológico, 216

“Ugly American” syndrome, 43

Vacation Ownership programs, 51

Velas Vallarta (Puerto Vallarta), 269–70

Verana (Puerto Vallarta), 282

Villa Arqueológico (Tulum), 216

Villa del Sol (Zihuatanejo), 49, 54–55, 292, 

302–03, 315

Villa Rolandi (Isla Mujeres), 55, 130–31

Villas María Fernanda (Teacapán), 244

Vista Del Mar (Akumal), 206–07

Westin Resort and Spa

Cancún, 96–97

Los Cabos, 409–10

Mexican chain, 49

Xaloc hotel (Isla Holbox), 111, 114

Xbalamque (Cancún), 97

Xcalak (Caribbean Coast), 52, 217–19

Xcaret (Caribbean Coast), 203

Xpu-Ha (Puerto Aventuras), 204–06

Zihuatanejo

author’s hotel ratings, 296

beach recommendations for, 52

Brisas del Mar, 56, 297–98

Casa Cuitlateca, 49, 292

Club Intrawest, 299

La Casa Que Canta, 49, 54, 292, 298

NH Krystal hotels, 49, 315

Villa del Sol, 49, 54–55, 292, 302–03, 315
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R E S TA U R A N T
I N D E X

Acapulco dining

author’s ratings for, 331

Baikal, 65, 332–33

Bambuco, 330

Bellavista, 330

El Amigo Miguel II, 331–32

El Faro, 333–34

El Fogon, 331

El Olvido, 65, 335–36

El Zorrito, 330

Hard Rock Cafe, 330

La Cabaña de Caleta, 65, 333

La Flor de Acapulco, 334–35

Mariscos Pipo, 335

100% Natural, 64, 336–37

Paradise/Paraíso, 337, 347

Planet Hollywood, 330

Ristorante Casa Nova, 337–38

Señor Frog’s, 338–39, 347

Aïoli (Cancún), 65, 98–99

All-inclusive hotels, 50–51

Ambrosia (Mazatlán), 234–35, 250

Antonio di Roma (Cozumel), 155

Author’s recommendations

quality and cost ratings, 66–67

selection criteria for, 42

top picks, 64–65

Baan Thai (Los Cabos), 412

Babe’s Noodles and Bar (Playa del Carmen), 196

Baikal (Acapulco), 65, 332–33

Baja California wineries, 61

Bandidos (Zihuatanejo), 303–04, 315

Bars and nightlife. see Subject Index, Nightlife

Beer, 61

Bisquets Obregón (Cancún), 64, 99–100

Bouganvilleas (Puerto Escondido), 65, 357–58

Breakfast cuisine

Cocos Cozumel, 162–63

Jeanie’s Waffle House (Cozumel), 165–66

Rock ‘n Java (Cozumel), 166–67

Sabor (Playa del Carmen), 197–98

Bucaneros (Ixtapa), 304–05

Cabo San Lucas, Pancho’s, 64

Café Cito (Isla Mujeres), 131–32

Café des Artistes (Puerto Vallarta), 64–65, 272

Cafecito (Puerto Escondido), 358–59

Cajun cuisine

French Quarter (Cozumel), 164

Cambalache (Cancún), 100

Cancún

Aïoli, 65, 98–99

author’s ratings for, 98

Bisquets Obregón, 99–100

Cambalache, 100

Carlos’n Charlie’s, 98

Club Grill, 65

Hard Rock Cafe, 98

La Destilería, 100–101

Restaurants are listed alphabetically as well as by beach-resort location, type of cuisine (e.g., Mexican

cuisine), and those particularly suited for children (see Children, traveling with). 
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La Habichuela, 64, 101–02

La Parrilla, 102–03

Labná, 65, 102

Lorenzillo’s, 65, 103–04

100% Natural (Cancún), 104

Paloma Bonita, 65

Perico’s, 104–05

Puerto Madero, 105

Rainforest Cafe, 98

Señor Frog’s, 98

Shrimp Bucket, 98

Starbucks, 61

Ty-Coz, 105–06

Yamamoto, 106–07

Caribbean Coast

author’s ratings for, 179–80

Playa del Carmen, 195–200

Puerto Morelos, 187

Punta Soliman, 210

Tankah, 210

Tulum, 213–15

Caribbean cuisine

La Habichuela (Cancún), 64, 101–02

La Veranda (Cozumel), 168

Carlos’n Charlie’s, 98, 120, 174, 311, 347

Casa Cenote (Tanak), 210

Casa Denis (Cozumel), 160–61

Casa Mission (Cozumel), 161–62

Casa O’s (Isla Mujeres), 132–33

Casa Rolandi (Isla Mujeres), 65, 133–34

Chez Benni (Huatulco), 379–80

Chico’s Paradise (Puerto Vallarta), 64, 270, 

272–73, 282

Children, traveling with

Bisquets Obregón (Cancún), 99–100

Chico’s Paradise (Puerto Vallarta), 272–73

Edith’s Restaurante (Los Cabos), 414

El Túnel (Mazatlán), 240–41

Jeanie’s Waffle House (Cozumel), 165–66

La Cabaña de Caleta (Old Acapulco), 333

The Office (Los Cabos), 418

Panamá (Matzatlán), 237–38

Perico’s (Cancún), 104–05

planning meals when, 34–35

Chile peppers, 59

Club Grill (Cancún), 65

Coconuts (Cozumel), 163–64

Cocos Cozumel, 162–63

Comparison, resort & restaurant, 8–9, 66–67

Cost and quality rating, 66–67

Cozumel

Antonio di Roma, 155

author’s comparisons, 160

Casa Denis, 160–61

Casa Mission, 161–62

Coconuts, 163–64

Cocos Cozumel, 162–63

El Turix, 167–68

French Quarter, 164

Jeanie’s Waffle House, 64, 165–66

La Cabaña del Pescador Lobster House, 

159–60

La Cocay, 162

La Perlita, 166

La Veranda, 168

Rock ‘n Java, 166–67

Credit cards, 67

Cueto’s (Puerto Vallarta), 273–74

Daiquiri Dick’s (Puerto Vallarta), 274–75

Damiana (Los Cabos), 413–14

Dancing and music. see Subject Index, Nightlife

Daquiri Dick’s (Puerto Vallarta), 65

Don Cafeto’s (Tulum), 213–14

Edith’s Restaurante (Los Cabos), 414

El Amigo Miguel (Acapulco), 331–32

El Arrayán (Puerto Vallarta), 65, 271–72

El Chilar (Los Cabos), 65, 412

El Edén (Puerto Vallarta), 270, 282

El Faro (Acapulco), 333–34

El Faro (Ixtapa), 305–06

El Fogon (Acapulco), 331

El Galeón (Los Cabos), 414–15

El Jardín (Puerto Escondido), 64, 359–60

El Oasis (Huatulco), 381

El Olvido (Acapulco), 65, 335–36

El Sabor de Oaxaca (Huatulco), 65, 382

El Shrimp Bucket (Mazatlán), 239–40

El Tacolote (Playa del Carmen), 199

El Túnel (Mazatlán), 240–41

El Turix (Cozumel), 167–68

El Zorrito (Acapulco), 330

Elements of the Island Café (Isla Mujeres), 134

Emilio’s (Ixtapa), 306

English. see Spanish language
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European cuisine

Antonio di Roma (Cozumel), 155

Babe’s Noodles and Bar (Playa del Carmen), 

196

Casa Rolandi (Isla Mujeres), 65, 133–34

Elements of the Island Café (Isla Mujeres), 

134

Pizza Rolandi (Isla Mujeres), 136–37

Family restaurants, top picks for, 64

Flor de María (Puerto Escondido), 360–61

French Quarter (Cozumel), 164

Garrobos (Zihuatanejo), 306–07

Gourmet restaurants, top picks for, 65

Health concerns. see Mexican food and drink

Health foods. see Vegetarian/Health Food 

cuisine

Huatulco

author’s restaurant ratings, 380

Chez Benni, 379–80

El Oasis, 381

El Sabor de Oaxaca, 65, 382

L’Échalote, 380–81

Terra Cotta, 382–83

International cuisine

Baikal (Acapulco), 332–33

Bouganvilleas (Puerto Escondido), 65, 357–58

Bucaneros (Ixtapa), 304–05

Café Cito (Isla Mujeres), 131–32

Cafecito (Puerto Escondido), 358–59

Chez Benni (Huatulco), 379–80

Daiquiri Dick’s (Puerto Vallarta), 274–75

Flor de María (Puerto Escondido), 360–61

La Casa del Augua (Playa del Carmen), 196–97

La Galería (Puerto Escondido), 361

L’Échalote (Huatulco), 380–81

Mangos (Mazatlán), 236–37

Restaurante Mandil (Puerto Escondido), 

362–63

Terra Cotta (Huatluco), 382–83

Isla Mujeres

Café Cito, 131–32

Casa O’s, 132–33

Casa Rolandi, 65, 133–34

Elements of the Island Café, 134

Lonchería Poc-Chuc, 134–35

Pinguino, 136

Pizza Rolandi, 136–37

Playa Lancheros, 135–36

Italian cuisine

El Galeón (Los Cabos), 414–15

El Jardín (Puerto Escondido), 64, 359–60

Guido’s (Cozumel), 164–65

Ristorante Casa Nova (Acapulco), 337–38

Vittore (Mazatlán), 241

Ixtapa

author’s restaurant ratings, 304

Bucaneros, 304–05

El Faro, 305–06

Emilio’s, 306

Japanese cuisine

El Oasis (Huatulco), 381

Nick-San (Los Cabos), 417–18

Yamamoto (Cancún), 106–07

Jeanie’s Waffle House (Cozumel), 64, 165–66

Kau-Kan (Zihuantanejo), 307–08

La Cabaña de Caleta (Old Acapulco), 65, 333

La Cabaña del Pescador Lobster House 

(Cozumel), 159–60

La Casa del Augua (Playa del Carmen), 196–97

La Cocay (Cozumel), 162

La Destilería (Cancún), 100–101

La Flor de Acapulco, 334–35

La Galería (Puerto Escondido), 361

La Habichuela (Cancún), 64, 101–02

La Mirisma Fish Taco (Puerto Vallarta), 275

La Parrilla (Cancún), 102–03

La Perlita (Cozumel), 166

La Veranda (Cozumel), 168

Labná (Cancún), 65, 102

Las Margaritas (Puerto Escondido), 361–62

L’Échalote (Huatulco), 380–81

Lonchería Poc-Chuc (Isla Mujeres), 134–35

Lorenzillo’s (Cancún), 65, 103–04

Los Cabos

author’s restaurant ratings, 411

Baan Thai, 412

Damiana, 413–14

Edith’s Restaurante, 414

El Chilar, 65, 412
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El Galeón, 414–15

Marisqueria Matzatlán, 415–16

Mi Casa, 416

Mi Cocina, 64, 416–17

Nick-San, 65, 417–18

The Office, 418

Pitahayas, 65, 418–19

Sancho Panza Wine Bistro, 65, 419–20

Mangos (Mazatlán), 236–37

Mariscos Pipo (Acapulco), 335

Marisquería Matzatlán (Los Cabos), 415–16

Marisqueria Matzatlán (Matzatlán), 65

Matzatlán

Ambrosia, 234–35, 250

author’s comparisons, 236

El Shrimp Bucket, 239–40

El Túnel, 240–41

Mangos, 236–37

Marisqueria Matzatlán, 65

Panamá, 64, 237–38

Pedro Y Lola, 238

Señor Pepper’s, 64, 239

Vittore, 241

Meal plans, hotel, 50

Mediterrean cuisine

Aïoli (Cancún), 65, 98–99

Kau-Kan (Zihuantanejo), 307–08

La Cocay (Cozumel), 162

Sancho Panza Wine Bistro (Los Cabos), 65, 

419–20

Trio (Puerto Vallarta), 276–77

Mescal, 60

Mexican cuisine

Bandidos (Zihuatanejo), 303–04

Bisquets Obregón (Cancún), 99–100

Café des Artistes (Puerto Vallarta), 272

Casa Denis (Cozumel), 160–61

Casa Mission (Cozumel), 161–62

Chico’s Paradise (Puerto Vallarta), 272–73

Coconuts (Cozumel), 163–64

Don Cafeto’s (Tulum), 213–14

El Arrayán (Puerto Vallarta), 271–72

El Chilar (Los Cabos), 65, 412

El Oasis (Huatulco), 381

El Olvido (Acapulco), 335–36

El Sabor de Oaxaca (Huatulco), 65, 382

El Tacolote (Playa del Carmen), 199

El Túnel (Mazatlán), 240–41

El Turix (Cozumel), 167–68

Garrobos (Zihuatanejo), 306–07

Jeanie’s Waffle House, 64, 165–66

Kau-Kan (Zihuantanejo), 307–08

La Destilería (Cancún), 100–101

La Flor de Acapulco, 334–35

La Parrilla (Cancún), 102–03

La Perlita (Cozumel), 166

Labná (Cancún), 65, 102

Las Margaritas (Puerto Escondido), 361–62

Lonchería Poc-Chuc (Isla Mujeres), 134–35

Mangos (Mazatlán), 236–37

Mi Casa (Los Cabos), 416

Mi Cocina (Los Cabos), 416–17

The Office (Los Cabos), 418

Palapa Hemingway Restaurant (Playa del 

Carmen), 197

Panamá (Matzatlán), 237–38

Paradise/Paraíso (Acapulco), 337

Pedro Y Lola (Mazatlán), 238

Perico’s (Cancún), 104–05

Pinguino (Isla Mujeres), 136

Santa Fé (Puerto Escondido), 65, 363

Señor Frog’s (Acapulco), 338–39

Yaxche (Playa del Carmen), 199–200

Zi (Zihuantanejo), 308

Mexican food and drink

alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks, 60–61

beans and tortillas, 58–59

chile peppers, 59

chocolate and coffee, 61

fruits and vegetables, 59–60

meats, 60

molcajete, 234

restaurant ratings on, 66–67

seafood, 61–64, 234

tequila, 60, 281

translating a menu, 62–63

Mezzanine (Tulum), 214–15

Mi Casa (Los Cabos), 416

Mi Cocina (Los Cabos), 64, 416–17

Music and dancing. see Subject Index, Nightlife

Nick-San (Los Cabos), 65, 417–18

100% Natural (Cancún), 104

100% Natural (Old Acapulco), 64, 336–37
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Palapa Hemingway Restaurant (Playa del 

Carmen), 197

Paloma Bonita (Cancún), 65

Panamá (Matzatlán), 64, 237–38

Pancho’s (Cabo San Lucas), 64

Paradise/Paraíso (Acapulco), 337, 347

Pedro Y Lola (Mazatlán), 238

Perico’s (Cancún), 104–05

Pinguino (Isla Mujeres), 136

Pitahayas (Los Cabos), 65, 418–19

Pizza Rolandi (Isla Mujeres), 136–37

Playa del Carmen (Caribbean Coast)

Babe’s Noodles and Bar, 196

El Tacolote, 199

La Casa del Augua, 196–97

Palapa Hemingway Restaurant, 197

Sabor, 197–98

Sur, 198–99

Yaxche, 199–200

Playa Lancheros (Isla Mujeres), 135–36

Puerto Escondido

author’s restaurant ratings, 358

Bouganvilleas, 357–58

Cafecito, 358–59

El Jardín, 64, 359–60

Flor de María, 360–61

La Galería, 361

Las Margaritas, 361–62

Restaurante Mandil, 362–63

Santa Fé, 65, 363

Puerto Madero (Cancún), 105

Puerto Vallarta

author’s restaurant ratings, 271

Café des Artistes, 64, 272

Chico’s Paradise, 64, 270, 272–73, 282

Cueto’s, 273–74

Daiquiri Dick’s, 274–75

Daquiri Dick’s, 65

El Arrayán, 65, 271–72

El Edén, 270, 282

International Gourmet Festival, 252, 270

La Mirisma Fish Taco, 275

Tino’s Mariscos, 275–76

Trio, 65, 276–77

Punta Soliman (Caribbean Coast), 210

Rainforest Cafe (Cancún), 98

Restaurant-bars. see Nightlife in Subject Index

Restaurante Mandil (Puerto Escondido), 

362–63

Ristorante Casa Nova (Acapulco), 337–38

Rock ‘n Java (Cozumel), 166–67

Romantic restaurants, top picks for, 64

Sabor (Playa del Carmen), 197–98

Sancho Panza Wine Bistro (Los Cabos), 65, 

419–20

Santa Fé (Puerto Escondido), 65, 363

Seafood cuisine

Bandidos (Zihuatanejo), 303–04

Casa O’s (Isla Mujeres), 132–33

Cueto’s (Puerto Vallarta), 273–74

Damiana (Los Cabos), 413–14

Edith’s Restaurante (Los Cabos), 414

El Amigo Miguel II (Acapulco), 331–32

El Faro (Acapulco), 333–34

El Faro (Ixtapa), 305–06

El Shrimp Bucket (Mazatlán), 239–40

Garrobos (Zihuatanejo), 306–07

La Cabaña de Caleta (Old Acapulco), 333

La Cabaña del Pescador Lobster House 

(Cozumel), 159–60

La Mirisma Fish Taco (Puerto Vallarta), 275

La Perlita (Cozumel), 166

Lorenzillo’s (Cancún), 65, 103–04

Mariscos Pipo (Acapulco), 335

Marisqueria Matzatlán (Los Cabos), 415–16

Pinguino (Isla Mujeres), 136

Playa Lancheros (Isla Mujeres), 135–36

Restaurante Mandil (Puerto Escondido), 

362–63

Tino’s Mariscos (Puerto Vallarta), 275–76

Señor Frog’s, 99, 120, 175, 287, 315, 329, 338

Señor Pepper’s (Mazatlán), 64, 239

Service expectations, 43

Shrimp Bucket (Cancún), 98

Spanish language

primer on fish names, 64

pronunciation, 437

translating a Mexican menu, 62–63

why can’t they speak English?, 43

words and phrases, 437–40

Starbucks, 61

Steak House cuisine

Cambalache (Cancún), 100

Casa O’s (Isla Mujeres), 132–33
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La Casa Country (Mazatlán), 235–36

Puerto Madero (Cancún), 105

Señor Pepper’s (Mazatlán), 239

Sur (Playa del Carmen), 198–99

Sur (Playa del Carmen), 198–99

Tankah (Caribbean Coast), 210

Tequila, 60, 281

Terra Cotta (Huatluco), 382–83

Thai cuisine

Baan Thai (Los Cabos), 412

Babe’s Noodles and Bar (Playa del Carmen), 

196

Mezzanine (Tulum), 214–15

The Office (Los Cabos), 418

Tino’s Mariscos (Puerto Vallarta), 275–76

Tortillas and beans, 58–59

Trio (Puerto Vallarta), 65, 276–77

Tulum (Caribbean Coast)

Don Cafeto’s, 213–14

Mezzanine, 214–15

Ty-Coz (Cancún), 105–06

“Ugly American” syndrome, 43

Vegetarian/Health Food cuisine

Ambrosia (Mazatlán), 234–35

El Jardín (Puerto Escondido), 64, 359–60

100% Natural (Cancún), 104

100% Natural (Old Acapulco), 64, 336–37

Santa Fé (Puerto Escondido), 65, 363

Vittore (Mazatlán), 241

Wineries, Mexican, 61

Yamamoto (Cancún), 106–07

Yaxche (Playa del Carmen), 199–200

Zi (Zihuantanejo), 65, 308

Zihuatanejo

author’s restaurant ratings, 304

Bandidos, 303–04, 315

Garrobos, 306–07

Kau-Kan, 307–08

Zi, 65, 308
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S U B J E C T  
I N D E X

Acapulco

air service, 317

attractions and overview, 8–9, 12, 316–17

climate, 320

exercise and recreation, 344–45

getting around, 320

maps, 318–19

nightlife, 346–47

sightseeing, 339–43

telephones and Internet, 320

tourist information, 320

tours and side trips, 343–44

Acapulco Bay, 12

Acapulco Diamante, 12, 317

Accidents and illness, 2

Accommodations. see Accommodations Index

Admission prices and hours, 3

Adults-only facilities. see also Nude/

clothing optional recreation

Cancún, 92

Los Cabos, 400, 402

Playa del Carmen, 192

Puerto Morelos, 185

Tulum, 211

Adventure tours, 7–8

Aeroméxico, 21–22

Aeropuerto Internacional Benito Juárez, 21–23

Air travel

airport security, 22, 25–26

arriving in Mexico, 68

direct resort air service, 21–22

discount web sites, 25

fare consolidators, 23–24

luggage and, 25–26

package vacations, 24

Airfare consolidators, 23–25

Airport security, 22, 25, 68–69

Airport transfers, 48, 69–70

Airport transportation

airport taxis, 48, 69

colectivos, 69–70

timeshare hustle, 69–70

Akumal (Caribbean Coast), 177

Alcohol, 33, 35–36

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), 39

All Saints’/All Souls’ days, 41

Allende, Ignacio, 18

Antidiarrheal and antibiotic medicines, 35–36

Archaeological sites

Caribbean Coast access to, 8

Chichén Itzá, 109–10, 112, 170

Cobá, 112

Cozumel access to, 7

INAH Museum (Cancún), 108

Palma Sol (Acapulco), 342–43

Ruinas del Rey (Cancún), 108

Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve, 112

Tulum, 113, 215–17

Xcaret, 113

Xel-Há, 209

Yucatán Peninsula, 85, 112–13

Art galleries. see Museums/art galleries

Puerto Vallarta, 251–52

ATMs, 28–29, 78
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Attractions. see also Children, traveling with; 

Sightseeing

Acapulco, 318–19, 339–43

CICI water park (Acapulco), 342

La Quebrada cliff divers, 317, 340

Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve, 112, 114, 177, 

215–17

ATV rental

Cozumel, 171

Huatulco, 385, 387

Los Cabos, 423

Playa del Carmen, 201

Australia, 21, 32, 34

Author’s selection criteria, 42

Automobile. see also Car rental

driving in Mexico, 73–76

insurance, 25, 28, 70–71

Mexican permits, 71

Automobile rental, 28

Aztec culture, 15–17, 110

Baja California. see also Los Cabos; Sea of Cortez

Cabo Pulmo, 425

crime and drugs in, 14

La Paz, 425

Todos Santos, 426–27

Beaches

Acapulco, 341–42

author’s rating of, 8–9, 51–53

Cancún, 89–90, 108

Huatulco, 383–85

nude/clothing optional, 348, 386–86

Oaxacan Coast, 386

Puerto Escondido, 351, 364

Puerto Vallarta, 253, 281–82

water pollution, 38–39, 51–52

Belize, 1, 8, 85

Bird-watching

Caribbean Coast access to, 8

El Estero de Teacapán, 245

Isla Contoy, 140

Mazatlán, 242

Puerto Escondido, 12, 364–65

Tulum, 216

Yuum Balam Reserve, 110–11, 114

Bodybuilding gyms, 388

Bottled water, 45

Bullfighting, 115, 117, 242

Cabo San Lucas, 12, 396,422, 435. 

see also Los Cabos

Calderón, Felipe, 14

Campeche, Mexican state of, 85

Canada, 31–32, 34

Cancún

air service, 84

attractions and overview, 7–9, 82–84, 107–09

climate, 84

exercise and recreation, 116–18

ferries to Isla Mujeres, 84, 107

getting around, 84–85

maps, 86–87

nightlife, 119–20

shopping, 118–19

telephones and Internet, 85, 88

tourist information, 88

tours and side trips, 109–16

Car rental, 28, 71, 73, 145. see also Automobile

Cárdenas, Lázaro, 20

Caribbean Coast

air service, 180–81

Akumal, 206–09

attractions and overview, 8–9, 176–80

climate, 181

getting around, 180–81

maps, 183

Mayakoba, 190–91

Paamul, 204

Playa del Carmen, 191–203

Playa Xcalacoco, 189

Puerto Aventuras, 204–06

Puerto Morelos, 182–87

Punta Bete, 188

Punta Maroma, 187–88

telephones and Internet, 181–82

tourist information, 182

tours and side trips, 180

Tulum, 210–19

Xcaret, 203

Xel-Há, 209–10

Caribbean Sea, 1

Carnaval (Mardi Gras), 40, 250

Carranza, Venustiano, 19

Carry-on baggage, 25–26, 68

Catholic Church, 17–18

Centers for Disease Control (CDC), 37–38
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Checklists/comparisons of resorts, 8–9

Chetumal, 85

Chichén Itzá, 83, 109–10, 112, 170

Chichimec culture, 16

Children, traveling with

addressing the needs of, 3, 34–35

Aktun Chen (Caribbean Coast), 209

Atlantis Submarine (Cozumel), 171

CICI water park (Acapulco), 342

Cozumel Mini Golf, 171

Dolphin Discovery (Isla Mujeres), 116, 138

Huatulco attractions, 386

Interactive Aquarium (Cancún), 108, 118

Los Cabos attractions, 422, 424

Mágico Mundo Aquarium (Acapulco), 339

Mazatlán attractions, 221–23, 242–44

proof of citizenship, 32

Puerto Vallarta attractions, 252, 277–79

resort programs for, 45–46

Shotover Jet boat ride (Acapulco), 345

Tortugranja science center (Isla Mujeres), 138

Xcaret (Caribbean Coast), 116, 203

Xel-Há (Caribbean Coast), 209

Cholera, 37

Churches

Capilla de La Paz (Acapulco), 342

Catedral Nuestra Señora de la Soledad 

(Acapulco), 340

Iglesia de San José (Copala), 245

Iglesia de San José (Los Cabos), 421

Iglesia de San Miguel (Cozumel), 144

Iglesia de San Sebastían (Condordia), 245

Our Lady of the Rosary (El Rosario), 246

Santa Priscia (Taxco), 343

Valladolid monastery, 109

Virgin of Talpa basilica, 281

Citizenship, proof of, 31–32

Cobá, 112

Cocaine and marijuana, 33

Cockfighting, 170

Colosio, Luis Donaldo, 13

Comparisons, beach resort, 7–12

Consulates and Embassies, 34

Cortés Hernán, 16, 110

Costa Maya, 8

Cozumel

air service, 144

attractions and overview, 7–9, 143–44, 170

exercise and recreation, 171–74

ferry from Playa del Carmen, 84, 145

getting around, 145

golf, 157–58

maps, 146–47

nightlife, 174–75

shopping, 174

sightseeing, 168–70

telephones and Internet, 148

tourist information, 148

tours and side trips, 170–71

Cozumel Underwater Marine Park, 143

Credit cards

exchange rates, 29

lost or stolen, 78

types readily accepted, 54

Crime

avoiding, 2

drug-trafficking, 13–14

precautions to take, 76–77

Cruise-ships

Caribbean Coast, 177

Cozumel, 143, 169

resorts as destinations, 8

Tulum (Caribbean Coast), 217

Xcaret (Caribbean Coast), 203

Cuernavaca, 19

Cultural attractions. see also Churches; 

Museums/art galleries

author’s resorts rating of, 8–9

early civilizations as, 14–16

Noche Espectacular (Xcaret), 203

Todos Santos, 426–27

Currency exchange, 28–29, 33–34

Customs, passports and visas, 31–34

Dengue fever, 37

Día de los Muertos/Día de Todos Santos, 41

Diarrhea, 35–36

Díaz, Porfirio, 19

Disabled travelers. see Physical challenges, 

traveling with

Diving and snorkeling

Akumal (Caribbean Coast), 208–09

baggage restrictions, 145

beach recommendations, 51–52
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Cabo Pulmo, 425

Cancún, 118

Cozumel, 7, 168–69, 172–73

El Garrafón (Isla Mujeres), 7, 116, 139, 141

Huatulco, 389

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 312–13

Los Cabos, 430–31

Palancar Reef (Cozumel), 143

Playa del Carmen (Caribbean Coast), 201

Puerto Escondido, 366–67

Puerto Vallarta, 284–85

resort comparisons of, 8–9

Xcalak (Caribbean Coast), 52, 217

Xel-Há (Caribbean Coast), 210

Dolphins

Cozumel, 169

Dolphin Adventure (Puerto Vallarta), 279

Dolphin Discovery (Isla Mujeres, 116, 138

Wildlife Connection (Puerto Vallarta), 279

Xcaret (Caribbean Coast), 203

Xel-Há (Caribbean Coast), 209

Doña Marina (Malinche), 17

Drinking water. see Health concerns

Drug trafficking. see Crime

Drugs, entering Mexico with, 33. 

see also Prescription medications; 

Recreational drugs

Duties for Non-Immigrants (DNI fees), 32

Easter Week (Semana Week), 40

Ecotourism. see also Museums/art galleries

archeaological sites and, 114

Centro Ecológico Akumal, 208

electric car rental and, 145

Los Cabos, 424

Puerto Escondido, 365

sea turtles, 216, 386

turismo rural, 246

El Cedral (Cozumel), 170

El Garrafón marine park (Isla Mujeres), 116, 121, 

139, 141

E-mail and electronics, 26–27

Embassies and Consulates, 21–22, 34

Emergency phone numbers (060 of 066), 77

Equinox holidays, 40

Etiquette, traveler, 43, 68–69

Exchange rates, money, 28–29

Exercise and recreation. see also Diving and 

snorkeling; Golfing; Kayaking and rafting; 

Surfing; Water sports

bodybuilding, 388

Cancún marathon, 116–17

rock climbing, 426

tennis, 247, 314

Family friendliness

author’s resorts rating of, 8–9

Ixtapa and, 292

resort children’s programs, 45–46

Festivals and events

calendar of important, 40–41

Carnaval (Mardi Gras), 40, 250

Cozumel, 170

Mazatlán, 223

Puerto Escondido, 364

Puerto Vallarta, 288

Firearms and ammunition, 33

Fishing. see Sportfishing

FMT (Folleto de Migración Turística).

see Tourist cards

Folk art. see Museums/art galleries

Fox Quesada, Vicente, 13–14

Gay and lesbian travel, 77, 288

Golfing

Acapulco, 344–45

author’s resorts rating of, 8–9

availability of, 7

Cancún, 117

Caribbean Coast, 190

Cozumel, 157–58, 171–72

Huatulco, 384, 388

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 312

Los Cabos, 12, 428–30

Mazatlán, 246–47

Playa del Carmen, 201

Puerto Vallarta, 283

Guanajuato, Mexican state of, 13, 18

Guatemala, 1

Guerrero, Mexican state of, 14, 346

Gulf of California, 1

Gulf of Mexico, 1

Halloween holiday, 41
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Handicap access. see Physical challenges, 

traveling with

Health concerns

accidents and illness, 2

availability of doctors, 2, 38

can I drink the water?, 6, 45

common sense and, 35–36

disease, 37–38

hepatitis A, 37

medical resources for, 38

prescription medications, 26

water pollution, 38–39

Hidalgo, Miguel (Fr.), 18

Holidays

added charges during, 46

business services and closings, 39

calendar of important, 40–41

Homosexuality, 77

Horseback riding

Cozumel, 171

Huatulco, 388

Los Cabos, 430

Puerto Escondido, 366

Puerto Vallarta, 283–84

Xcaret (Caribbean Coast), 203

Hotels and resorts. see Accommodations Index

Huatulco

air service, 370

attractions and overview, 8–9, 12, 369–70

exercise and recreation, 388–89

getting around, 372

maps, 371

nightlife, 390–91

shopping, 389–90

sightseeing, 383–85

telephones and Internet, 372

tourist information, 372

tours and side trips, 364, 385–87

Hurricane Wilma, 50–51, 88, 143, 176

Illness and accidents. see Health concerns

Immigration, 68–69

International Association for Medical 

Assistance to Travelers, 38

International surfing contest (Puerto 

Escondido), 364

International telephone service, 23

Internet

airfares and package vacations, 23–25

resort air service web sites, 22

resort hotel web sites, 48

Unofficial Guide web site, 5

Internet access/Internet cafes

in Acapulco, 320

availability in Mexico, 26–27, 76

in Cancún, 85

Isla Holbox, 111, 114

Isla Mujeres, 141

air service, 123

attractions and overview, 7–9, 121–23

climate, 123

El Garrafón marine park, 116, 121, 139

exercise and recreation, 141

ferries from Cancún, 84, 115–16, 123–24

map, 122

nightlife, 142

shopping, 141–42

sightseeing, 137–39

swimming with dolphins, 116, 138

tourist information, 124–25

tours and side trips, 139–40

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo

air service, 292–93

attractions and overview, 8–9, 291–92

climate, 293

exercise and recreation, 312–14

getting around, 293

maps, 294–95

nightlife, 315

shopping, 314–15

sightseeing, 309–11

telephones and Internet, 293

tours and side trips, 293, 311

Juárez, Benito, 18–19

Kayaking and rafting. see also Water sports

Acapulco, 345

Cancún, 12, 83, 117

Cozumel, 169

Huatulco, 12, 388

Los Cabos, 53

Mazatlán, 242

Playa del Carmen, 200
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Puerto Escondido, 366

Sea of Cortez, 7, 427

Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve, 112, 114, 216

Kukulkán, 16, 110

La Costalegre, 9, 259, 280

La Crucecita (Oaxacan Coast), 12, 370, 379

La Quebrada cliff divers (Acapulco), 317, 329, 

340, 343

Labastida, Francisco, 13

Las Brisas (Acapulco), 12

Las Casas, Bartolomé de, 18

Las Fiestas de Noviembre (Puerto Vallarta), 288

López, Obrador, Andrés Manuel, 14

Los Cabos. see also Sea of Cortez

air service, 395

attractions and overview, 8–9, 12, 392–95

exercise and recreation, 427–32

getting around, 395, 398

maps, 394–95

nightlife, 435–36

shopping, 432–35

sightseeing, 420–22

telephones and Internet, 398

tourist information, 398

tours and side trips, 422–27

Luggage

airline security and, 25–26

claiming your, 69

customs inspection, 68

diving gear as, 145

Madero, Francisco I., 19

Magazines and newspapers, 77, 85, 88

Mail service, 77–78

Malaria, 37

Malinche (Doña Marina), 17

Mañana, Mexico as land of, 2

Mardi Gras (Carnaval), 40

Marijuana and cocaine, 33

Maximilian of Hapsburg (Archduke), 19

Mayakoba (Caribbean Coast), 177, 190–91

Mayan culture, 15–16, 143

Mayan ruins

Cancún access to, 7

Chichén Itzá, 109–10

Cobá, 216

Ruinas del Rey (Cancún), 108

San Gervasio (Cozumel), 170

tours to, 83, 109–14

Tulum, 215

Mazatlán

air service, 224

attractions and overview, 8–9, 220–23

exercise and recreation, 246–48

getting around, 224

maps, 222

nightlife, 249–50

shopping, 248–49

sightseeing, 242–44

telephones and Internet, 224

tourist information, 224

tours and side trips, 244–46

Medical concerns. see Health concerns

Medical insurance, 25

Mérida, 85

Mexican Alcoholics Anonymous, 39

Mexican history

ancient and early civilizations, 14–16

conquest and colonization, 16–18

independence and the porfiriato, 18–19

the Revolution, 19–20

21st Century, 13–14

Mexican Revolution, 14, 19–20

Mexicana Airlines, 21–22

Mexican-American War, 18, 221

Mexico as vacation destination. see also Planning 

your visit

average length of stay, 3

maps and resort comparison, 7–12

popularity of, 1–2

reader feedback on, 4–5

weather and seasons for, 29–31

Mexico City, 19, 34

Mexico City International Airport, 21–23, 68–69

Mexico Health and Safety Travel Guide, 38

Mexico Tourism Board offices, 33

Moctezuma II, 16

Money/exchange rate

converting, 72

planning for, 28–29

precautions to take, 78

traveler’s checks, 33–34

understanding mordida, 78
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Monte Albán, 15

Montezuma’s Revenge, 35–36

Mordida, 78

Museums/art galleries

El Fuerte de San Diego (Acapulco), 341

Faro de CAlarain lighthouse (Cozumel), 169

Galería Rudic (Acapulco), 346

House of Dolores Olmedo (Acapulco), 340

House of Masks (Acapulco), 341

INAH Museum (Cancún), 108

Los Cabos, 433–35

Mazatlán, 243

Museo CEDAM (Puerto Aventuras), 205

Museo de Antropología (La Paz), 425

Museo de la Isla de Cozumel, 170

Museo de las Californias (Los Cabos), 422

Museum of Mexican Folk Art (Cancún), 107, 

119

Puerto Vallarta, 9, 285–86

Puerto Vallarta and, 9

NAFTA (North American Free Trade 

Agreement), 13

Nayarit, Mexican state of, 287

Newspapers. see Magazines and newspapers

Nightlife

Acapulco, 346–47

author’s resorts rating of, 8–9

Cancún, 119–20

Cozumel, 174–75

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 315

Los Cabos, 435–36

Mazatlán, 249–50

Playa del Carmen (Caribbean Coast), 

202–03

Puerto Escondido, 368

Puerto Vallarta, 287–90

Xcaret (Caribbean Coast), 202–03

Nude/clothing optional recreation, 211, 348,

386–87. see also Adults-only facilities

Oaxacan Coast

attractions and overview, 8–9, 369–70

Huatulco, 12, 369–72

La Crucecita, 12, 370, 379

Zapotec culture of, 15

Off-season travel, 47–48

Old Acapulco, 12, 317

Olmec culture, 15

Paamul (Caribbean Coast), 177, 204

Pacific Coast. see Acapulco

Package vacations, 24, 47–48, 70

Palancar Reef (Cozumel), 143

PAN (Partido de Acción Nacional), 13–14

Parasailing. see Water sports

Parks and preserves

Chinchorro Reef Underwater National Park, 

217

CICI water park (Acapulco), 342

Isla de los Pájaros (Mazatlán), 242

Mágico Mundo Aquarium (Acapulco), 338

Papagayo Park (Acapulco), 340

Parque Chankanaab (Cozumel), 168–69

Parque Nacional (Huatulco), 385

Parque Punta Sur (Cozumel), 169

Sea Life Park (Puerto Vallarta), 279

Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve, 112, 114, 177, 

215–17

Xcaret (Caribbean Coast), 116, 203

Xel-Há (Caribbean Coast), 209

Passports, visas and customs, 31–34, 68–69

Phone cards, 79–80

Physical challenges, traveling with, 3, 35, 46. see 

also Accommodations Index, 

Disabled access

Planning your visit. see also Mexico as vacation 

destination

air travel, 21–24

around Mexican holidays, 39

clothing and travel items, 29–30

electronics and email, 26–27

Internet resources for, 31

maps and resort comparisons, 7–12

package vacations, 24–25

passports, visas, customs, 31–34, 68–69

prohibited items, 33

travel insurance, 25

vaccinations, 37–38

valuables and medications, 26

Playa del Carmen (Caribbean Coast), 8, 84, 177, 

191–203

Playa Xcalacoco (Caribbean Coast), 177, 189

Playa Zicatela, 12
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Politics in Mexico, 13–14

Porfiriato, 19

Poverty, 2

Prescription medications, 26, 33, 35

PRI (Partido Revolucionario Institucional), 

13–14, 20

Puerto Angel, 364, 386

Puerto Aventuras (Caribbean Coast), 177, 

204–06

Puerto Escondido, 41

air service, 349

attractions and overview, 8–9, 12, 348–49

exercise and recreation, 365–67

getting around, 351

maps, 350

nightlife, 368

shopping, 367

sightseeing, 364

telephones and Internet, 351

tourist information, 351

tours and side trips, 364–65

Puerto Morelos (Caribbean Coast), 177, 182–87

Puerto Vallarta

air service, 257

attractions and overview, 8–9, 251–53

climate, 257

exercise and recreation, 281–85

getting around, 257–58

maps, 254–56

sightseeing, 277–79

telephones and Internet, 258

tourist information, 259

tours and side trips, 279–81

Punta Bete (Caribbean Coast), 177, 188

Punta Maroma (Caribbean Coast), 177, 187–88

Quetzalcoatl, 16, 110, 340

Quintana Roo, Mexican state of, 85

Radio and television, 79–80

Reader Survey, 5

Recreational drugs, 33

Religious holidays, 40–41

Rental services, 27–28

Reservations, 23–25, 73

Resorts and hotels. see Accommodations Index

Restaurants. see Restaurant Index

Rip-offs/scams

making change, 85

telephone charges, 45

tourist trap, 2–3

Rivera, Diego, 340

Riviera Maya

attractions and overview, 8, 176–77

hotel chains, 50–51

tourist information, 182

Rock climbing, 426

Sailfish tournament (Puerto Escondido), 364

Salina de Gortari, Carlos, 13–14

San Cristobál de las Casas, 13

San José del Cabo, 12, 397, 420–21, 435. 

see also Los Cabos

San Lorenzo, 15

San Sebastián del Oeste, 280–81

Sanborn’s Mexican Insurance, 70–71

Santa Anna, Antonio López, 18

Scuba diving. see Diving and snorkeling

Sea of Cortez. see also Los Cabos

Baja California and, 1, 392–95

El Arco, 422

whale-watching, 54

windsurfing, 425, 427

Security and safety

airport, 22, 25, 68–69

ATMs and credit card, 28–29

luggage and valuables, 25–26

traveling with children, 35

Semana Santa (Easter Week), 40

Senior (older) travelers, 3

Service charges and taxes, 46

Service expectations, 43

Shopping

Acapulco, 345–46

author’s resorts rating of, 8–9

avoiding rip-offs, 2–3

Cancún, 108–09, 118–19

Cozumel, 174

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 314–15

Los Cabos, 432–35

Mazatlán, 248–49

Playa del Carmen (Caribbean Coast), 

201–02

Puerto Escondido, 367

Puerto Vallarta, 285–86
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Shopping (continued) 

tips and secrets, 6

understanding bargaining, 79

Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve, 112, 114, 177, 

215–17

Sierra Madre Mountains, 12, 17, 245, 291, 343

Sightseeing. see also Attractions; Children, 

traveling with

Acapulco, 339–43

Akumal (Caribbean Coast), 208–09

Cancún, 107–09

Cozumel, 168–70

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 309–11

Los Cabos, 420–23

Mazatlán, 242–44

Playa del Carmen (Caribbean Coast), 200

Puerto Escondido, 364

Puerto Vallarta, 277–79

Tulum (Caribbean Coast), 215–17

Silver jewelry, 346

Single (solo) travelers, 3

Sinola, Mexican state of, 14

Snorkeling. see Diving and snorkeling

Spanish language

can’t they just speak English?, 43

pronunciation, 437

reading and understanding, 5

translating a menu, 62–64

words and phrases, 437–40

Sportfishing

Acapulco, 344–45

author’s resorts rating of, 8–9

Bahía San Lucas, 393

Cozumel, 173–74

Huatulco, 389

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 313

Los Cabos, 12, 424, 431, 431–32

Mazatlán, 247

Puerto Escondido, 364, 367

Spring Break, 84

Surfing

Acapulco, 344

Huatulco, 389

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 313

Los Cabos, 425–26, 432

Mazatlán, 247

Puerto Escondido, 12, 349, 351, 365–66

Swimming

beach recommendations for, 51–52

with dolphins, 116, 169, 203, 209, 279

Pacific Coast, 53

water pollution and, 38–39, 51–52

with whale sharks, 110–11, 141

Taxco, 343

Taxes and service charges, 46

Taxis. see Airport transportation

Telephone service

Acapulco, 320

area codes/country code, 23

beware of added charges, 45

Cancún, 88

cell phones, 27

emergency phone numbers, 77

hotel toll-free numbers, 47

long distance and phone cards, 79–80

Television and radio, 79–80

Tennis. see Exercise and recreation

Tenochtitlán, 16–17

Teotihuacán, 15

Tijuana, Mexico, 393

Timeshare programs, 51, 259, 394

Tipping

added service charges and, 46

guidelines, 80–81

planning for, 33–34

understanding mordida, 78

Tobacco (cigarettes & cigars), 33

Todos Santos, 426–27

Toilet facilities, 79

Toltec culture, 109

Totonac culture, 15–16

Tour guides, private, 76, 344

Tourism, Mexico offices for, 33

Tourist cards, 31–32, 68

Tourist information

Acapulco, 320

Baja California, 426

Cancún, 88

Caribbean Coast, 182

Cozumel, 148

Huatulco, 372

Isla Mujeres, 124–25

Los Cabos, 398

Mazatlán, 224
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Puerto Escondido, 351

Puerto Vallarta, 259

Tourist traps, 2–3

Tours and side trips

Acapulco, 343–44

archeaological sites and, 114

Chichén Itzá, 109–10, 170

Cozumel, 170–71

Isla Holbox, 110–11, 114

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 311

Los Cabos, 423–27

Mayan ruins, 83, 112–14

Mazatlán, 244–46

Playa del Carmen (Caribbean Coast), 200

Puerto Escondido, 364–65

Puerto Vallarta, 279–81

Tulum, 170, 215–16

Transportation. see also Airport transportation

airport taxis, 48, 69

driving a car in Mexico, 73–76

private drivers and guides, 76

public buses, 71, 85, 343

rental car, 28, 72–73

taxis for local travel, 72

tour company, 76

Transportation Security Administration (TSA), 

25

Travel agents, 23–25, 48

Travel insurance, 25

Traveler etiquette, 43, 68–69

Traveler’s checks, 33–34, 78

Treaty of Cordoba, 18

Tres Zapotes, 15

Tulum (Caribbean Coast), 8, 83, 113, 170, 177

Tuxtla Mountains, 15

Typhoid fever, 37

UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Mazatlán, 223

Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve, 112, 114, 177

Yucatán Peninsula, 85

United Kingdom

air travel from, 21

Mexican Embassy, 34

passport requirements, 32

United States

air travel from, 21–22

auto insurance for, 71

Centers for Disease Control (CDC), 37–38

Mexican Embassy, 34

passport requirements, 31–32

Transportation Security Administration 

(TSA), 25

Unofficial Guides, about, 3–5

Vacation Ownership programs, 51

Vaccinations, 37–38

Veracruz, Mexican state of, 15

Villa, Pancho, 19

Virgen de la Soledad (Puerto Escondido), 364

Virgin of Guadalupe, festivals of, 41

Visas, passports and customs, 31–34, 68–69

Water parks

CICI (Acapulco), 342

Xcaret, 83

Xel-Ha, 83

Water pollution, 38–39, 51–52, 321

Water sports. see also Exercise and recreation; 

Kayaking and rafting

Acapulco, 316, 321, 341, 344

Cabo San Lucas, 422, 432

Cancún, 117–18

Huatulco, 370, 384, 388–89

Los Cabos, 432

Mazatlán, 248

Puerto Escondido, 364

Puerto Vallarta, 281–82, 284

water pollution and, 38

Weather

effects on beaches, 51

Hurricane Wilma and, 50–51, 88, 143, 

176

planning for the, 29–31

Whale watching

availability of, 7

Isla Mujeres, 110–11, 141

Los Cabos, 54, 423–24

Puerto Escondido, 366

Puerto Vallarta, 279–80

Wheelchair accessibility, 35, 46. see also Physical 

challenges, traveling with

Windsurfing, 425, 427. see also Surfing

Wireless Internet, 26–27
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Xcalak (Caribbean Coast), 8

Xcaret (Caribbean Coast), 113, 116, 177, 203

Xel-Há (Caribbean Coast), 177

Yucatán, Mexican state of, 85

Yucatán Peninsula, 1

map, 12, 86

Mexican states located on, 85

Yuum Balam Reserve, 110–11

Zapata, Emiliano, 19

Zapatistas, 13

Zapotec culture, 15–16

Zedillo, Ernesto, 13–14

Zihuatanejo. 

see Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo
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