


❖ Purpose of Assessment
Following a referral for a suspected disability of a child and with written parental or guardian
permission, an individual evaluation is conducted. This means that both formal and informal
types of assessment will be given. The results of these comprehensive assessment measures will
help determine the most practical educational goals and objectives for the student.
Furthermore, this assessment will assist, among other information, in determining the least
restrictive educational setting (Pierangelo & Giuliani, 2006a).

Assessment plays a critical role in the determination of six important decisions (Pierangelo
& Giuliani, 2006a):

• Evaluation decisions: Information collected in the assessment process can provide
detailed information on a student’s strengths, weaknesses, and overall progress.

• Diagnostic decisions: Information collected in the assessment process can provide
detailed information on the specific nature of the student’s problems or disability.

• Eligibility decisions: Information collected in the assessment process can provide
detailed information of whether a child is eligible for special education services.

• IEP decisions: Information collected in the assessment process can provide detailed
information so that an IEP may be developed.

• Educational placement decisions: Information collected in the assessment process can
provide detailed information so that appropriate decisions may be made about the
child’s educational placement.

• Instructional planning decisions: Information collected in the assessment process is crit-
ical in planning instruction appropriate to the child’s special social, academic, physical,
and management needs.

❖ Classifications Under IDEA 2004
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA 2004), Public Law (P.L.)
108–446, is the federal law that protects those in special education. Under IDEA 2004, there
are thirteen separate categories of disabilities. Children are eligible to receive special education
services and supports if they meet the eligibility requirements for at least one of the disabling
conditions listed in P.L. 108–446 and if it is determined that they are in need of special educa-
tion services (Pierangelo & Giuliani, 2006a).

IDEA 2004 states that the purpose of IDEA is:

(1) (A) to ensure that all children with disabilities have available to them a free appro-
priate public education that emphasizes special education and related services
designed to meet their unique needs and prepare them for further education, employ-
ment, and independent living;
(B) to ensure that the rights of children with disabilities and parents of such children
are protected; and
(C) to assist States, localities, educational service agencies, and Federal agencies to
provide for the education of all children with disabilities;

(2) to assist States in the implementation of a statewide, comprehensive, coordinated,
multidisciplinary, interagency system of early intervention services for infants and tod-
dlers with disabilities and their families;

(3) to ensure that educators and parents have the necessary tools to improve educational
results for children with disabilities by supporting system improvement activities;
coordinated research and personnel preparation; coordinated technical assistance, 
dissemination, and support; and technology development and media services; and

(4) to assess, and ensure the effectiveness of, efforts to educate children with disabilities . . .
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Under IDEA 2004, C.F.R. Section 300.8, the term child with a disability means a child
evaluated in accordance with Sections 300.304–300.311 as having mental retardation, a hear-
ing impairment including deafness, a speech or language impairment, a visual impairment
including blindness, serious emotional disturbance (hereafter referred to as emotional distur-
bance), an orthopedic impairment, autism, traumatic brain injury, an other health impairment,
a specific learning disability, deaf-blindness, or multiple disabilities, and who, by reason
thereof, needs special education and related services.

The definitions of disabling conditions under IDEA 2004 are listed below:

• Autism: A developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal com-
munication and social interaction, generally evident before age three, that adversely
affects a child’s educational performance. Other characteristics often associated with
autism are engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to
environmental change or change in daily routines, and unusual responses to sensory
experiences. The term does not apply if a child’s educational performance is adversely
affected because the child has an emotional disturbance.

• Deafness: A hearing impairment that is so severe that the child is impaired in process-
ing linguistic information through hearing, with or without amplification, that adversely
affects a child’s educational performance.

• Deaf-Blindness: Concomitant hearing and visual impairments, the combination of
which causes such severe communication and other developmental and educational
problems that they cannot be accommodated in special education programs solely for
children with deafness or children with blindness.

• Emotional Disturbance: A condition exhibiting one or more of the following character-
istics over a long period of time and to a marked degree that adversely affects a child’s
educational performance: (A) An inability to learn that cannot be explained by intellec-
tual, sensory, or health factors. (B) An inability to build or maintain satisfactory inter-
personal relationships with peers and teachers. (C) Inappropriate types of behaviors or
feelings under normal circumstances. (D) A general pervasive mood of unhappiness or
depression. (E) A tendency to develop physical symptoms or fears associated with per-
sonal or school problems. (ii) The term includes schizophrenia. The term does not apply
to children who are socially maladjusted, unless it is determined that they have an emo-
tional disturbance.

• Hearing Impairment: An impairment in hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating, that
adversely affects a child’s performance but that is not included under the definition of
deafness in this section.

• Mental Retardation: Significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning, existing
concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior and manifested during the developmen-
tal period, that adversely affects a child’s performance.

• Multiple Disabilities: Concomitant impairments (such as mental retardation–blindness,
mental retardation–orthopedic impairment, etc.) the combination of which causes such
severe educational problems that the problems cannot be accommodated in special 
education programs solely for one of the impairments. The term does not include deaf-
blindness.

• Orthopedic Impairment: A severe orthopedic impairment that adversely affects a child’s
educational performance. The term includes impairments caused by congenital anomaly
(e.g., club foot, absence of some member), impairments caused by disease (e.g.,
poliomyelitis, bone tuberculosis), and impairments from other causes (e.g., cerebral
palsy, amputations, and fractures or burns that cause contractures).

• Other Health Impairment: Having limited strength, vitality, or alertness due to chronic
or acute health problems, such as a heart condition, tuberculosis, rheumatic fever,
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