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food is on its way. Many guinea pigs can also be trained to do a variety of simple
tricks. Some talented guinea pigs can learn to use a litter box.

Like all animals, guinea pigs have body language that they use to communi-
cate with members of their own species. Humans who learn to comprehend that
language will better understand what their guinea pigs are telling them. Once
there is this kind of understanding between human and guinea pig, the bond
deepens.

The Right Pet for You?
Compared to a dog, a guinea pig is a fairly easy pet to own. Guinea pigs don’t
need to go on long walks every day or be taken to obedience school. The owner
of a guinea pig can leave their pet alone for several hours a day and not have to
worry about the animal needing bathroom breaks.

On the other hand, guinea pigs are not maintenance-free pets. They are
social creatures who need a lot of love and attention, along with quality care.

To determine whether a guinea pig would be a good pet for you, think about
your lifestyle. Will your job, school, or other commitments allow you to set
aside time every day to spend with your guinea pig? Guinea pigs need daily
interaction to meet their emotional needs. If you must leave a guinea pig alone
for many hours each day, you should probably have two guinea pigs so they can
keep each other company. Are you willing to make the commitment to spend

The Advantages of Guinea Pigs

More and more people are discovering what makes guinea
pigs such wonderful pets. Some of the things people like most
about guinea pigs are:

• They don’t need long walks or bathroom breaks.

• They don’t need a lot of room.

• They can be trained to use a litter box.

• They are entertaining and curious animals.

• They are social and can bond with their owners and other
animals.
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behavior in particular. Another good way to get your child involved with their pet
is to join a 4-H program. See chapter 10 for more information on this hobby.

Younger children can also have a great deal of fun with a guinea pig, although
they will need to be supervised. A guinea pig is a great way to teach them to
respect other living things. Show them how to be gentle with their pet guinea
pig. Let them pet the guinea pig on the floor, but don’t allow them to pick him
up. Young children can get startled or impatient, or might just not be able to
hold the guinea pig properly. As a result, the guinea pig might get dropped and
injured. Instead, hold the guinea pig yourself and allow your child to pet him.
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