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You have to feed the parrot right, house it right, and give it your full and total
attention. You have to provide it with toys, friends, things to do, health care,
and everything else it needs. It’s a complicated companion, far more so than
a dog or cat. If you read this book cover to cover, you'll have a great handle
on how to properly care for your bird.

From pet to companion

The first and most important thing to know about parrots is that they’re not
like other pets. They're companions. And you’re not the owner. You're the
guardian. This is the vocabulary [ use throughout this book. The language
you use to describe other people is how you perceive and relate to them, and
the same goes for the language you use to describe the animals in your life.
You can find out more about this in Chapter 2.

A little bit of wilderness

Having a parrot in your home is like bringing a little bit of the rainforest,
grasslands, or plains inside. A parrot is a wild animal and always will be, no
matter where it lives. When you live with a parrot, you have the unique
responsibility of caring for a truly natural creature, one that hasn’t been
domesticated in any way. Captive parrots and wild parrots share the exact
same instincts. See Chapter 11 for more details on how instincts inform your
parrot’s behavior.

Some parrots are indeed easier to care for than others. Which parrot you
choose should depends on how much space and time you have. There’s
never really enough time in the day to give a larger parrot the attention it
wants. Smaller parrots, such as parakeets and lovebirds, are often kept hap-
pily in pairs, which is a great option. Large parrots love each other’s com-
pany as well. Since parrots are social, flock-oriented animals, they like to be
together. Chapter 3 gives you the lowdown on which parrot species might be
right for you (Figure 1-2). Chapter 4 shows you how to choose a healthy
parrot from the right kind of place.





















