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assessments 209–11 
re-abuse 210 
re-injury 210 
successful outcomes 209 

Reunification and re-injuries 83–5 
outcomes of independent assessment 

sample 83 
re-injuries 84 
removals at birth 84–5 
reunifications 83 

Reunification and re-injury rates 59–62 
Assessment Framework 60 
data collection 59 
Department of Health 60 
Messages from Research 59–60 
risk research 60 

Revenge 78 
Rights of the child 201, 204 
Risk factors 155–6 
Risk research key findings: family 

factors 28–43 
child characteristics 29–30 
family structure 28–9 
nature of incident 42–3 
parent factors 30–40 
parental motivations for harming 

infant 40–2 
Robertson, James 

attachment theory 157–8 
hospitalised children 161 

Rochdale 
England 

false-positive child protection 
errors 20 

Schamberg’s disease 23 
Schizophrenia 30 
Scotland 

child protection cases 60 
Screaming 29 

Secrecy 95 
Secret guilty scenarios 136 
Secure attachment 157, 160 
Self-inflicted accidents 71 
Separation 175 

and loss 161 
Sequence of different accounts 72 
Serious injury–discrepant explanation 

(SIDE), see NSPCC serious 
injury–discrepant explanation 
(SIDE) research 

Services plan 52 
Severe maltreatment of infants 8–11 

New Zealand 10 
UK 9 
USA 9 

Sexual/ritual abuse 41 
Shaken baby syndrome (SBS)

121–2, 124 
balance of probability 129 
Five Percenters 128 
Lennox–Gastaut syndrome 128 
mistaken diagnosis 127–9 
symptoms 122 
triad of injuries 122, 128 
vaccine reactions 128 
vitamin deficiency 128 
whiplash shaken infant syndrome 122 

Shock 130–1 
SIDE, see NSPCC serious injury–discrepant 

explanation (SIDE) research 
Social services 63–4 

social work training 184 
Social work assessments, see 

Independent social work 
assessments 

Social/community influences 177 
Social/community repercussions 139 
Solicitors representing parents 63 
Solution-focused approaches 168 
Specialist assessments 152–6 

community-based, family-centre 
assessments 153–4 

independent social work 
assessments 154–6 

multidisciplinary child protection 
assessment 156 

psychiatric assessments 143–6 
psychological assessments 146–7 
residential assessments 147–53 
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Standards of proof 95–6 
case of Rachel 95–6 

State-dependent memory 134 
Story-stem completion tasks 147 
Strengths and resources 184 
Structure of book 3–5 
Subdural haemorrhages

114–15 
causes 114–15 
dating injuries 119 

Subjective experience 183 
Substance-related disorders 30 
Sudden infant death syndrome 

(SIDS) 8, 125–6 
Angela Cannings 21–2 
diagnosis 125–6 
Roy Meadow 126 
Sally Clark 126 
sudden unexpected deaths in infancy 

(SUDI) 126 
Sudden unexpected deaths in infancy 

(SUDI) 126 
Suffocation 70 
Suppression, see Repression, suppression 

and denial 
Systemic approaches 167 
Systemic engagement 184 

Tacit admissions 72 
Temporary brittle bone disease 

(TBBD) 126–7 
The Best-Laid Plans (Hunt & 

Macleod 1999) 49–51 
changes in care plans 49–51 
placement breakdowns 51–2 

The Last Resort (Hunt et al. 1999)
48–9 

assessment reports 49 
Children Act 1989 48–9 
court time and assessments 49 
families and legal proceedings 49 
rights of parents and children 49 

Therapeutic change assessment and 
promotion 182–4 

agency/professional help 183–4 
environment 183 
microskills use 183 
multiple hypotheses 183 
observation 183 
personal/family history 183 

respectful uncertainty 183 
strengths and resources 184 
subjective experience 183 
systemic engagement 184 
therapeutic needs assessment 184 
transference and 

counter-transference 184 
what if? 183 
working relationship 183 

Therapeutic change theories
164–70 

cognitive-behavioural 
approaches 166 

Dodo Bird 169–70 
feminist approaches 167–8 
humanistic approaches 166 
psychiatric approach 165 
psychodynamic approach

165–6 
psychosocial approaches 167 
solution-focused approaches 168 
systemic approaches 167 

Therapeutic needs assessment 184 
Transference 

and counter-transference 184 
negative 196 

Transparency 108 
Triad of injuries 122, 128 
True-negative outcomes 13 
True-positive outcomes 11–13 

Australia 12 
UK 13 

Twin-track planning, see Concurrent and 
parallel planning 

UK 
adoption 202 
Crown Prosecution Service 40 
kinship care 207–8 
severe maltreatment of infants 8 
true-positive outcomes 11–13 

Uncertain perpetrator (attribution) 70, 
211 

Underreactions 171 
Undesirable outcomes, 14, 19 
Unfair treatment 92–9 

arbitrary case management
92–5 

negative assessment bias 96–9 
standards of proof 95–6 
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Unreasonable child protection and 
reasonable family 59, 192–3 

unreasonable assessment 
practice 193 

unreasonable practice 192 
Unreasonable child protection  and 

unreasonable family  193–4 
Luke 193–4 

Unreasonableness 4, 97, 186–8 
Unwanted child 40–1 
Unwanted pregnancy 29 
USA 

adoption 202 
Child Death Review Teams  

(CDRTs) 27 
child protection workers 97 
kinship care 207–8 
severe maltreatment of infants 9–10 

Vaccine reactions 128 
Victim characteristics 29–30 
Violent outbursts 78–9 

chance factors 112 
Vitamin deficiency 128 

Wales 
child protection cases 61 

Wardship proceedings 50 
Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale

146 
Welfare stage, see Disposals 
What if? 183 
Whiplash shaken infant syndrome  121 
Women 

nature of incident 42 
Working relationship 183 
Written information 91–2






