
List of Maps viii

Acknowledgments ix

About the Author x

Introduction 1

Welcome to Ireland 1

About This Guide 2

An Overview of Irish History 9

The Best of Ireland 17

P A R T  O N E Planning Your Visit to Ireland 37

How Far in Advance Should You Plan? 37

When to Go 38

Airfare Deals and Package Tours 39

Gathering Information 42

What to Pack 44

Special Considerations 47

Other Travel Concerns 50

Calendar of Special Events 53

P A R T  T W O Arriving 59

Arriving by Air 59

Arriving by Ferry 61

Getting around in Ireland 61

Tours and Exploring 68

Exploring Ireland on Four Wheels, Two Wheels, and Two Feet 70

Great Itineraries 78

C O N T E N T S

02_598929_ftoc.qxd  8/4/06  11:37 AM  Page v

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



P A R T  T H R E E Lodging, Dining, and Shopping 93

Hotels in Ireland 93

Dining in Ireland 97

Shopping in Ireland 99

P A R T  F O U R Dublin 103

The Neighborhoods 103

Planning Your Visit to Dublin 106

Getting around Dublin 108

Hotels in Dublin 110

Exploring Dublin 120

WALKS AND DRIVES AROUND DUBLIN 122–125

Dining in Dublin 149

Entertainment and Nightlife in Dublin 160

Shopping in Dublin 166

Exercise and Recreation in Dublin 169

Day Trips from Dublin 171

P A R T  F I V E The South of Ireland 181

Kilkenny 181

WALKS AND DRIVES IN THE SOUTH 192–194

Around Kilkenny 199

Cork 202

Midleton and East Cork 215

Around Midleton and East Cork 222

Kinsale 224

P A R T  S I X The Southwest of Ireland 233

Kenmare 233

Around Kenmare 241

WALKS AND DRIVES IN THE SOUTHWEST 244–247

Dingle Town 254

Around Dingle 263

P A R T  S E V E N The Lower Shannon 267

Adare 267

Around Adare 274

WALKS AND DRIVES IN THE LOWER SHANNON 276–277

Limerick 281

Ennis 285

Kilrush 292

v i CO N T E N TS

02_598929_ftoc.qxd  8/4/06  11:37 AM  Page vi



P A R T  E I G H T The West of Ireland 297

Cliffs of Moher 297

Doolin 299

The Burren 301

WALKS AND DRIVES IN THE WEST 304–307

Galway 308

The Aran Islands 321

Connemara 323

Clifden 327

Cong 330

Westport 332

North of Westport 335

P A R T  N I N E The Northwest of Ireland 337

Sligo Town 337

WALKS AND DRIVES IN THE NORTHWEST 346–349

Around Sligo Town 354

Donegal Town 356

Around Donegal Town 359

North Donegal 360

P A R T  T E N Northern Ireland 367

Belfast 371

WALKS AND DRIVES IN NORTHERN IRELAND 376–379

Derry 389

South of Derry 397

The Antrim Coast 400

Accommodations Index 407

Restaurant Index 409

Subject Index 413

CO N T E N TS v i i

02_598929_ftoc.qxd  8/4/06  11:37 AM  Page vii



L I S T of M A P S

Ireland 6

Irish Rail Routes 62

Major Irish Bus Routes 67

Itinerary 1: Into the South of Ireland 79

Itinerary 2: Into the Southwest of 

Ireland 81

Itinerary 3: Into the West of Ireland 83

Itinerary 4: Into the Northwest 

of Ireland 86–87

Itinerary 5: Into Northern Ireland 90–91

Dublin 104–105

Dublin DART 109

Dublin Accommodations 112

Walks and Drives around Dublin 126

Dublin Attractions 134–135

Dublin Dining 153

Dublin Day Trips 174

The South of Ireland 182–183

Kilkenny 184

Walks and Drives in the South 195

Cork 203

The Southwest of Ireland 234

Walks and Drives in the Southwest

242

The Lower Shannon 268

Walks and Drives in the Lower Shannon

278

Limerick 283

The West of Ireland 298

Walks and Drives in the West 310

Galway 317

The Northwest of Ireland 338–339

Sligo Town 340

Walks and Drives in the Northwest

350–351

Northern Ireland 368–369

Walks and Drives in Northern Ireland

380–381

Belfast 370

Derry 390

02_598929_ftoc.qxd  8/4/06  11:37 AM  Page viii


