
Seeing the Sights

If you are overwhelmed by the number of must-see sights in the
City of Light, take heart: Simply walking down Parisian streets may
very well fulfill your deepest French fantasies. Peeking at pastries in
shop windows, noticing the swirls of the Belle Epoque architecture,
or watching children play in a public garden could be some of your
more lasting memories.

It’s hard to resist the temptation to try to cram every monument
and museum into one visit, but if you don’t, you will end up
exhausted. Take your time. Most sights in Paris are hundreds of
years old, and they aren’t going anywhere soon. What you miss will
just give you a good excuse to come back.

SUGGESTED ITINERARIES
If You Have 1 Day

Start early with coffee and croissants at a cafe. Then begin at
Point Zéro: All distances in France are measured from the square
in front of Notre-Dame, on the Ile de la Cité. The cathedral,
with its flying buttresses, is a great starting point. It’s a short walk
to the Ile’s other Gothic masterpiece, Sainte-Chapelle. Then cross
the Seine to the Louvre. Select a few rooms for your first visit—
it would take months to see everything.

From the museum, stroll through the Jardin des Tuileries to
place de la Concorde, with its Egyptian obelisk. Walk up the
Champs-Elysées to the Arc de Triomphe; there are several
budget restaurants near the Champs-Elysées where you can have
lunch. Métro line 1 runs in a straight line from the Louvre to the
Arc de Triomphe (Métro: Charles-de-Gaulle–Etoile). You can
also climb aboard bus 73 at Concorde and ride up the Champs-
Elysées to the Arc de Triomphe.

From the Arc de Triomphe, walk down avenue Kléber to place du
Trocadéro for splendid views of the Eiffel Tower (bus nos. 22 and
30 also go to Trocadéro, as does Métro line 6). Visit the tower and
then head for the Left Bank. You can catch an express subway
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(RER) at Champ-de-Mars, southwest of the Eiffel Tower on the
Seine (a short walk), to the St-Michel station in the Latin Quar-
ter. Bus no. 63 from Trocadéro runs along the Seine and drops
you at the St-Germain-des-Prés church, next to the Café des
Deux Magots and Café de Flore. Stroll down the boulevard St-
Germain-des-Prés to place St-Michel and soak up the atmosphere
on the boulevard and its maze of side streets. This is an excellent
area for dinner.

If You Have 2 Days
On the first day, follow the above itinerary from Notre-Dame to
the Arc de Triomphe, but take more time in the Louvre. From
the Arc de Triomphe, either walk south on avenue Marceau or
take bus no. 92 to place de l’Alma next to the Seine and stroll
along the quais to Pont des Invalides. Walk up avenue Franklin-
D-Roosevelt past the Grand Palais to the Champs-Elysées and
take Métro line 1 to St-Paul, in the Marais. Walk east on rue St-
Antoine and turn left on rue de Birague to see Paris’s oldest square,
the place des Vosges, bordered by 17th-century town houses.
After refreshments at a neighborhood bar or bistro, wander the
lamp-lit streets built just wide enough for a horse and carriage.

Explore the Left Bank on your second day. Start at the Eiffel
Tower and follow the Seine to the Musée d’Orsay to spend a few
hours with the Impressionist masters, or head past the Invalides
and take in the Musée Rodin. Either way, afterward go east
toward St-Germain-des-Prés and the Latin Quarter. You’ll pass
through the Faubourg St-Germain, a district of 18th-century
mansions. Relax in Parisians’ favorite park, the Jardin du Lux-
embourg near boulevard St-Michel.

If You Have 3 Days
Add visits to the Père-Lachaise cemetery, Montmartre, and
Sacré-Coeur. Explore the Right Bank’s Parc Monceau.

1 The Top 10 Sights
Arc de Triomphe The largest triumphal arch in the world
was created by one of the greatest egos ever: Napoléon I. The
emperor commissioned the Arc in honor of his Grande Armée and
its 128 victorious battles, whose names are inscribed on its sides.
Based on the smaller Arch of Titus in Rome, Architect Jean-François
Chalgrin began construction in 1806, but the arch was far from fin-
ished by the time France’s imperial army was swept from the field at
the Battle of Waterloo in 1814; it was not completed until 1836.
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Although it has come to symbolize France and her greatness, it has
also witnessed some defeats, as in 1871 and 1940, when German
armies marched through the arch and down the Champs-Elysées.

In August 1944, General de Gaulle came here after the liberation
of Paris; the black-and-white pictures taken then are powerful sym-
bols of the end of fascism and war. Napoléon’s funeral cortege
passed below the arch in 1840, but Victor Hugo was the only per-
son ever to lie in state beneath it. Crowds gathered here and up and
down the Champs-Elysées after France won the World Cup in
1998, and again to celebrate the turning of the 21st century.

Beneath the arch, under a tricolor flag, burns the eternal flame for
France’s Unknown Soldier. It is lighted every evening at 6:30. The
inscription reads: ICI REPOSE UN SOLDAT FRANÇAIS MORT POUR LA

PATRIE, 1914–1918 (“Here rests a French soldier who died for his
country”). Remembrance ceremonies are held on Armistice Day
(Nov 11) and other national holidays.
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Paris’s Top Free (or Almost) Attractions

• The rooftops of Paris, which can be seen from many
vantage points, several for free, like La Samaritaine
department store, the Institut du Monde Arabe, and Sacré-
Coeur.

• The neighborhood markets, such as the Latin Quarter’s
rue Mouffetard, rue de Buci in St-Germain, rue Lepic in
Montmartre, rue Montorgueil near the Bourse, and rue
Daguerre in Montparnasse.

• The bird and flower markets on the Ile de la Cité and the
Marché aux Puces at Porte de Clignancourt (Paris’s largest
flea market).

• The churches of Paris, which have been central to the life
of the city. In addition to Notre-Dame and Sacré-Coeur,
visit St-Eustache (in the heart of Les Halles), St-Séverin, St-
Germain-des-Prés, St-Etienne du Mont, and St-Sulpice for
its Delacroix paintings and organ.

• The cemeteries of Paris—especially the famous Père-
Lachaise. The Cimetière de Montmartre and Cimetière de
Montparnasse also contain the graves of famous writers,
artists, and composers.
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