














Part I: Getting Your Very Own Laptop

Portability and communications

Long before the Internet came around, one item
that was deemed necessary on all portable
computers was the ability to communicate. The
laptop computer had to be able to not only talk
with the desktop computer, to exchange and
update files, but also use a modem to commu-
nicate electronically over phone lines.

Nearly every portable computer from the Radio

or at least an option for installing one. This was
in an era when modems were considered
optional luxuries for a desktop computer. On the
road, portable computers required a modem to
be able to keep in touch with their companion
desktop systems. Special software was
required, but after the connection was made, it
was possible to keep files on the laptop updated
even from the most remote locations.

Shack Model 100 onward had to have a modem,

The Radio Shack Model 100 was really all that was needed for portability at
the time, which is why the device was such a resounding success.

v The Model 100 provided the form factor for laptops of the future. It was
about the size of a hardback novel. It ran for hours off of standard AA
batteries. And, it weighed just 6 pounds.

v So popular was the Model 100 among journalists that it was common
to hear the clackity-clack of its keyboard during Presidential news
conferences.

v Despite its popularity and versatility, people wanted a version of the
Model 100 that would run the same software as the IBM PC. Technology
wasn’t ready to shrink the PC’s hardware to Model 100 size, but the
Model 100 set the goal for what users wanted in a laptop’s dimensions.

The lunch buckets

Before the dawn of the first true laptop, some ugly mutations wandered in,
along with a few rejects from various mad scientists around the globe. I call
them the lunch bucket computers because they assumed the shape, size, and
weight of a typical hardhat’s lunch box. The Compaq III, shown in Figure 1-4,
was typical of this type of portable computer.

































