
• Numerics •
802.11 standards, 32, 169–170
802.11a standard, 169–170
802.11b standard, 169–170
802.11g standard, 169–170
3M Laptop Privacy Filter, use of, 265

• A •
abacus, 8
abuse of batteries, avoiding, 318
AC power

during airport travel, 266
batteries, used instead of, 150
overview, 142

accessories. See also carrying case
cooling pad, 325
docking station, 324
external mouse, 327
full-size keyboard, 326
ID card, 327
mini-vac, 326
port replicator, 324
return service sticker, 327
spare batteries, 149, 324, 330
theft-prevention system, 327
USB lamp, 326

Account folder (Windows Vista), 100–101
Ad-Aware, 223
administrator account in Windows, 56
Adobe Acrobat documents, printing, 136
advantages of laptops, 20–21
airport travel

AC power, using, 266
carry-on bag, laptop case as, 264

cigarette DC power, using, 266
EmPower DC power, using, 266
inspections, 264–265
overview, 263–264
power options during, 266–267
3M Laptop Privacy Filter, use of, 265
underseat storage of laptop, 265
when to use laptop, 265–266

alkaline batteries, 138
All Programs menu (Windows), 96
alphanumeric keys, 81
anti-spyware software, finding, 223
antivirus software

overview, 217–218
protection against viruses, list of

methods of, 221
scanning for viruses, 218–220
shutting down, 220–221
in Windows Vista, 218–219

area code modifications for dialing
location, 203–205

automatic mail-checking, disabling, 233
availability of Internet access, 183
Avast! Antivirus, 219
AVG Anti-Virus, 219

• B •
background image, setting, 111
backing up your data, 283–284
batteries

abuse of, avoiding, 318
AC power used instead of, 150
alkaline batteries, 138
charging, 148
cycling, 149–150
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batteries (continued)

dead batteries, 150–151
draining, 318
Dreaded Memory Effect, 143
finding your laptop’s battery, 140
hard drive timeouts, 319
hot swapping, 149
installation or setup of, 43–44
lead acid batteries, 138
life of, 18, 30
lithium-ion batteries, 139, 319
low power, 143–148
monitor brightness, turning down, 318
monitoring, 140–142
multitasking, limiting, 321
nickel-cadmium (NiCad) batteries, 

30, 139, 143
nickel-metal hydride (NiMH) batteries,

30, 139, 150
overview, 138
recharging, 322
Smart Battery System (SBS), 140
spare battery, 149
storing battery when not using, 322
temperatures, avoiding extreme, 321
terminals, 321
troubleshooting, 306
types of, 30, 138–140
unused programs, closing, 321
virtual memory disk swapping, adding

more RAM to prevent, 319–320
Windows Vista, adjusting battery

warnings in, 144–145
Windows Vista, displaying battery icon

in, 142
Windows XP, displaying battery icon in,

142
Windows XP, setting battery timeouts

in, 145–148
BIOS password, using, 278
BIOS Setup program, 55

blank background image, setting, 111
blocked programs, list of, 216–217
Bluetooth, 171
boot, 54
Briefcase

alternatives to using, 248
creating, 244
moving the Briefcase over to your

laptop, 245–246
populating, 244–245
synchronizing your files when you

return, 247–248
tips for using, 246–247

broadband, 186
buying a computer

battery life, 30
battery type, 30
CD drives, 28
communications options, 32
display, 30
docking stations, 33–34
DVD drives, 28
energy management hardware, 33
hard drive, 27
hardware needed, determining, 26–27
laptop expansion options, 31–32
from local dealers, 35
memory, 26
microprocessors, 26
needs, determining your, 27–28
overview, 24
port replicators, 33–34
service and support, 34
size, 30
software, finding, 25–26
sound options, 33
steps for, 24
technical terms you may encounter

while, 29
warranties, 35
weight, 30
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when to buy a computer, 35
where to buy a computer, 35–36

Buying a Computer For Dummies
(Gookin), 23

• C •
cable modem, connecting to, 185
cables

A connector, 122
B connector, 122
carried in carrying case, 332–333
overview, 120–121

cafe computing
overview, 267
power source for, 268
tips for, 268–269
where to sit while, 267–268

calling card used for dialing location,
205–206

CardBus, 31
carrying case

as accessory, 323
avoid using an obvious, 275
cables carried in, 332–333
cleaner carried in, 331
cleaning, 93
by ebags, 261
by Eddie Bauer, 261
features to look for in, 260
handyman kit carried in, 332
headphones carried in, 332
laptop lock carried in, 331
manufacturer’s case, avoiding, 258–259
mouse carried in, 330
by the North Face, 261
by Oakley, 262
overview, 258
power cord carried in, 330
recommended brands for, 261–262

removable media carried in, 331–332
screen wipes carried in, 331
spare battery carried in, 330
by Targus, 261
trackball carried in, 330

carry-on bag, laptop case as, 264
Category view (Control Panel), 107
CD drive

buying a computer, option when you
are, 28

overview, 74
Celeron M, 29
Centrino, 29
Centrino Duo, 29
changes to laptop causing problems, 296
charging batteries, 148
chipset, 55
cigarette DC power, using, 266
clamshell design, 14
Clarke, Arthur C. (Into the Comet), 8
Classic view (Control Panel), 107–108
cleaner carried in carrying case, 331
cleaning your laptop

case, cleaning the, 93
keyboard, cleaning the, 93–94
monitor, cleaning the, 94
overview, 92–93

cold boot, 54
color settings (Control Panel), 111
commands, adding special, 198–199
communications options when buying a

computer, 32
Compaq 1, 10–11
Compaq SLT, 14–15, 85
Compaq III, 12–13
Computer window (Windows Vista),

99–100
configuration

Control Panel display, 110–111
dialup connection, 188–190
mouse, 90–91
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configuration (continued)

Windows Vista, configuring your laptop
for automatic updates in, 311

Windows XP, configuring your laptop
for automatic updates in, 312

connecting to a wireless network,
170–174

Control Panel
background image, setting, 111
Category view, 107
Classic view, 107–108
color settings, 111
Device Manager, 114
display, configuring, 110–111
infrared communications port, 115
network connections, 112
overview, 107
Phone and Modem Options icon, 114
Power Options icon, 113
printers/faxes, 115
resolutions for, 111
Start menu used to access, 109–110
System icon, 113
User Accounts icon, 115
viewing, 107–108
wallpaper, setting, 111
Windows Mobility Center, 112
wireless link, 115

cooling pad, 325
Core Duo, 29
Core Solo, 29
cursor-control keys, 82, 83
custom port, 76
cycle power, 54
cycling batteries, 149–150

• D •
data protection

backing up your data, 283–284
BIOS password, using, 278

encrypting files or folders, 281–282
Guest account, disabling, 280–281
infrared (IR) port, disabling, 282–283
NTFS file system, using, 278–279
overview, 277–278
password on your account, setting,

279–280
password-protection for individual

files/folders, lack of, 284
Windows, locking, 281

DC power, 142
DDR (double data rate), 29
dead batteries, 150–151
desktop computer mouse, 91–92
desktop mouse, 132–133
desktop (Windows), 58–59, 96
desktop-laptop connection

Briefcase used to synchronize files,
243–248

flash drive, keeping shared files on, 248
folder, keeping files to be exchanged in

specific, 248
infrared (IR) port, 239
with networking, 238
online storage system for files, using

an, 248
overview, 237
parallel port, 239–240
remote desktop access, 248–254
serial port, 239–240
with sneaker net, 238
synchronizing files between desktop

and laptop, 243–248
USB drive, keeping shared files on, 248
with Windows XP direct connection,

241–243
wire cables, 239–240

Device Manager, 114
dialing location

area code modifications for, 203–205
calling card, use of, 205–206
creating, 200–202
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modems, 200–206
new location, creating, 203
overview, 200

dialup connection
configuring, 188–190
disconnecting, 192
making the dialup connection, 190–192
overview, 183, 188
in Windows Vista, 189, 191
in Windows XP, 189–190, 192

digital video port, 77
dinking, 107
disabling modems, 199–200
disadvantages of laptops, 22
disconnecting

dialup connection, 192
after picking up e-mail, 232–233
from the wireless connection, 179–180

disk drive
accessing another computer’s, 165
viewing, 99–100

display
configuring, 110–111
overview, 30

docking station, 33–34, 324
Dothan, 29
double data rate (DDR), 29
draining batteries, 318
Dreaded Memory Effect, 143
drivers, 134
DSL, connecting to, 185
DVD drive, 28, 74
Dynabook, 8

• E •
early PC laptops, 14–15
ebags, cases by, 261
Eddie Bauer cases, 261
802.11 standards, 32, 169–170
802.11a standard, 169–170

802.11b standard, 169–170
802.11g standard, 169–170
electrostatic discharge (ESD), 44
e-mail while traveling

automatic mail-checking, disabling, 233
disconnecting after picking up e-mail,

232–233
forwarding your e-mail, 230–231
friend’s computer, accessing your

e-mail from, 229–230
ISP’s Web-based e-mail system, 228
leave on server e-mail option, 234–235
overview, 227
password, suppressing your, 231–232
reading your e-mail on the Web,

227–228
sending everything in one batch, 234
skipping messages over a given size,

235–236
Web-based e-mail account, getting,

228–229
EmPower DC power, using, 266
encrypting files or folders, 281–282
energy management hardware, 33
environment, being aware of your,

276–277
ESD (electrostatic discharge), 44
Ethernet connection

broadband, 186
cable modem, connecting to, 185
DSL, connecting to, 185
firewall, 186
Internet, connecting to, 184–185
overview, 32, 159, 184
router, connecting to, 185–187

Ethernet port, 78, 79
existing network, adding your laptop to

an, 158–169
expansion options, 31–32
expansion ports, 32
ExpressCard, 31
extended warranties, using, 307
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extension cable, 122
external keyboards, 130–131
external monitors, 131–132
external mouse, 327

• F •
Fax Central in Windows, 209
fax modems

overview, 207
receiving a fax, 209–210
sending a fax, 208–209
setting up, 208

features to look for in carrying cases, 260
files

Adobe Acrobat documents, printing,
136

Briefcase used to synchronize files,
243–248

encrypting files or folders, 281–282
flash drive, keeping shared files on, 248
folder, keeping files to be exchanged in

specific, 248
NTFS file system, using, 278–279
online storage system for files, using

an, 248
password-protection for individual

files/folders, lack of, 284
synchronizing files between desktop

and laptop, 243–248
USB drive, keeping shared files on, 248
in Windows, 100–102

finding other computers on the network,
163–164

finding your laptop’s battery, 140
firewalls

blocked programs, list of, 216–217
Ethernet connection, 186
monitoring, 215–216
overview, 213
remote desktop access and protection

with, 254

third-party firewall software, 215
Windows Firewall, 214–215
in Windows Vista, 214
in Windows XP, 214–215

FireWire, 125
first time use of Windows, 56
flash drive, keeping shared files on, 248
flash memory card, 126
floppy drive, 74
Fn key, 84–86
folders

encrypting files or folders, 281–282
keeping files to be exchanged in

specific, 248
NTFS file system, using, 278–279
password-protection for individual

files/folders, lack of, 284
sharing, 166–169
synchronizing files between desktop

and laptop, 243–248
Windows, 100–102
Windows XP, 168–169

forwarding your e-mail, 230–231
friend’s computer, accessing your e-mail

from, 229–230
fuel cells, 19, 141
full-size keyboard, 326
fun Windows places (Start menu), 97
function keys, 82–83
future of laptops, 18–19

• G •
general timeout, 206
GHz (gigahertz), 29
Gookin, Dan

Buying a Computer For Dummies, 23
PCs For Dummies, 47, 99, 268
Troubleshooting Your PC For Dummies,

34, 295, 304
Guest account, disabling, 280–281
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• H •
handyman kit carried in carrying case,

332
hard drive

overview, 27
timeouts, 319
upgrading, 313

hardware
CD drive, 74
cleaning, 92–94
compatibility of modern notebook, 18
described, 73
DVD drive, 74
floppy drive, 74
keyboard, 81–86
lights, 80–81
modems, 195–196
mouse, 86–92
needed, determining, 26–27
for networking, 158–159
PC Card, 75–76
ports, 76–79
Universal Security Slot (USS), 79
upgrading your laptop, 312–313
vents, 79
for wireless networking, 170

headphone port, 77
headphones carried in carrying case, 332
hibernation

overview, 64–65
in Windows Vista, 65
in Windows XP, 65–66

hijacks, 224
history of laptops

clamshell design, 14
Compaq 1, 10–11
Compaq SLT, 14–15, 85
Compaq III, 12–13
early PC laptops, 14–15
luggables, 10–11

lunch buckets, 12–13
modems, need for, 12
NEC UltraLite, 16–17
notebooks, transition to, 17
Osborne 1, 9
power bricks, 15
Radio Shack Model 100, 11–12
weight of laptops, 15–17

hot swapping, 123, 149
hotel room computing, 269–270
hub, 124, 159

• I •
IBM Thinkpad, 17–18
icons (Windows), 59
ID card, 327
IEEE port, 77, 79
IEEE 1394 standard, 125
Infrared icon (Windows Vista), 115
infrared (IR) port

Control Panel, 115
desktop-laptop connection, 239
disabling, 282–283
overview, 77

inspections, 264–265
installing new software with Windows,

104
Internet access

another PC with Internet access,
connecting to, 193–194

availability, 183
dialup connection, 188–192
Ethernet connection, 184–187
ISP (Internet service provider), 183–184
overview, 181–183

Internet Explorer
disabling third-party cookies for,

222–223
Web browsing on the road, 226–227
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Internet security
antivirus software, 217–221
firewalls, 213–217
hijacks, 224
overview, 212
phishing scams, 224
spyware, 221–223
Trojan horse, 218
worms, 218

Into the Comet (Clarke), 8
IR port. See infrared (IR) port
ISP (Internet service provider)

dialup Internet access, 183
overview, 183
Web-based e-mail through, 184, 228

• J •
jack, 196

• K •
Kaspersky antivirus protection, 219
keyboard

alphanumeric keys, 81
cleaning, 93–94
cursor-control keys, 82, 83
external keyboards, 130–131
Fn key, 84–86
function keys, 82–83
layout, 81–83
numeric keypad, 83–84
overview, 81
shift keys, 82
special keys, 86
troubleshooting, 305

keyboard port, 77, 79
keyboard shortcuts (PowerPoint

presentations), 291–292
Klear Screen, 94

• L •
LAN (local area network), 163
laptop carrying case

as accessory, 323
avoid using an obvious, 275
cables carried in, 332–333
cleaner carried in, 331
cleaning, 93
by ebags, 261
by Eddie Bauer, 261
features to look for in, 260
handyman kit carried in, 332
headphones carried in, 332
laptop lock carried in, 331
manufacturer’s case, avoiding, 258–259
mouse carried in, 330
by the North Face, 261
by Oakley, 262
overview, 258
power cord carried in, 330
recommended brands for, 261–262
removable media carried in, 331–332
screen wipes carried in, 331
spare battery carried in, 330
by Targus, 261
trackball carried in, 330

laptop lock carried in carrying case, 331
laptops

advantages of, 20–21
disadvantages of, 22

layout, 81–83
lead acid batteries, 138
lease, renewing your, 178
leave on server e-mail option, 234–235
lights, 80–81
line in port, 77
line jack, 196
line out port, 77
lithium-ion batteries, 139, 319
local area network (LAN), 163
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local dealers, buying a computer 
from, 35

Local User Storage (Windows Vista), 100
location for laptop, finding, 45–46
location on hard drive of Windows, 103
locked up system, turning off a laptop

with, 67
log on (Windows), 58
low power, 143–148
low-battery warning, 270–271
luggables, 10–11
lunch buckets, 12–13

• M •
MAC Address

in Windows Vista, 177
in Windows XP, 177–178

magnets, avoiding, 272
main computer, laptop as, 20
malware. See spyware
manufacturer’s case, avoiding, 258–259
marking your laptop, 275
mass storage, 126
McAfee VirusScan, 219
memory

adding, 313
overview, 26

mic port, 77
microprocessors, 26
Microsoft Wireless Notebook Laser

Mouse 6000, 90–91
mini-vac, 326
Mobile Sempron, 29
modem/phone port, 77
modems

commands, adding special, 198–199
dialing location, 200–206
disabling, 199–200
fax modems, 207–210
hardware, 195–196

need for, 12
overview, 195–196
speed of, 196
timeouts, 206–207
volume, setting, 198
Windows, finding a modem in, 196–198

modern notebook
battery life of, 18
hardware compatibility of, 18
weight of, 17

monitor
brightness, turning down, 318
cleaning, 94
external monitors, 131–132
second monitor, connecting to, 132

monitor port, 78
monitoring batteries, 140–142
monitoring firewalls, 215–216
moon icon, 52
motherboard, 196
mouse

carrying case, carried in, 330
configuring, 90–91
controlling, 90–91
desktop computer mouse, 91–92
external mouse, 327
mouse pad, 87–88
overview, 86–87
touch pad, 87–88
TrackPoint, 89–90
wheel button, 89

mouse pad, 87–88
mouse pointer, 305–306
mouse port, 78, 79
Mouse Properties dialog box, 90–91
multitasking, limiting, 321
Music folder (Windows Vista), 103
My Computer window (Windows XP),

99–100
My Documents folder (Windows XP),

100–102
My Music folder (Windows XP), 103
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My Networking Places (Windows XP),
102, 164

My Pictures folder (Windows XP), 103
My Videos folder (Windows XP), 103

• N •
NEC UltraLite, 16–17
needs, determining your computer,

27–28
Network and Sharing Center icon

(Windows Vista), 112
network connections

in Control Panel, 112
in Windows, 102
in Windows XP, 112

network interface card (NIC), 158–159
Network window (Windows Vista), 102
networking

adding your laptop to network, 162
desktop-laptop connection, 238
disk drive, accessing another

computer’s, 165
Ethernet, 159
existing network, adding your laptop to

an, 158–169
finding other computers on the

network, 163–164
folders, sharing, 166–169
hardware for, 158–159
hub, 159
LAN (local area network), 163
My Networking Places (Windows XP),

164
network interface card (NIC), 158–159
peer-to-peer workgroup, connecting to,

161–162
printers, accessing network, 165–166
removing your laptop from network,

162

RJ-45 holes, 158–159
router, 159
seeing workgroup computers in

Windows Vista, 163–164
software for, 159–161
switch, 159
with Windows Vista, 160
with Windows XP, 161
wireless networking, 169–180

new dialing location, creating, 203
new version of Windows, upgrading to,

312
NIC (network interface card), 158–159
NiCad (nickel-cadmium) batteries, 30,

139, 143
NiMH (nickel metal hydride) batteries,

30, 139, 150
North Face cases, 261
Norton AntiVirus, 219
notebooks, transition to, 17
notification area (Windows), 59, 98
NTFS file system, using, 278–279
numeric keypad, 83–84

• O •
Oakley cases, 262
online storage system for files, using an,

248
on-the-road computer, laptop as, 20–21
opening the lid, 50–51
options, installing, 44
organizing everything you unpack, 40–42
original box, how long you should keep

the, 42
Osborne 1, 9
Osborne, Adam (Osborne 1), 9
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• P •
packing list for laptop bag, 263
parallel port, 239–240
pass-through USB devices, 124
password

overview, 57
protection for individual files/folders,

lack of, 284
suppressing your, 231–232
Windows, 57
on your account, setting, 279–280

pay service wireless network, accessing,
178

PC Card
overview, 75–76
plugging in, 128–129
removing, 129–130
using, 129

PCMCIA (Personal Computer Memory
Card International Association),
31–32

PCs For Dummies (Gookin), 47, 99, 268
peer-to-peer workgroup, connecting to,

161–162
Pentium M, 29
phishing scams, 224
Phone and Modem Options icon (Control

Panel), 114
phone call home, having your laptop

make, 284–285
phone jack, 196
Pictures folder (Windows Vista), 103
Pin-on area (Windows), 96
plugging in your laptop, 46–47, 50
populating Briefcase, 244–245
port. See also USB port

custom port, 76
digital video port, 77
headphone port, 77
IEEE port, 77, 79
infrared port, 77

keyboard port, 77, 79
line in port, 77
line out port, 77
mic port, 77
modem/phone port, 77
monitor port, 78
mouse port, 78, 79
overview, 76
power port, 78
printer port, 78
RJ-45/Ethernet port, 78, 79
serial port, 78
S-video out port, 78, 79

port replicator, 33–34, 324
portable computing, 7–8
power bricks, 15
power button

overview, 67–68
symbols, 53
turning on a laptop, 51–52
in Windows Vista, 68–70
in Windows XP, 70–72

power cord carried in carrying case, 330
power management. See also batteries

airport travel, options during, 266–267
overview, 151–153
troubleshooting, 306
in Windows Vista, 152–153
in Windows XP, 152–153

Power Options icon (Control Panel), 113
power port, 78
power source for cafe computing, 268
power up/ power on, 54
PowerPoint presentations

creating, 288–289
keyboard shortcuts, 291–292
overview, 287–288
video projector, hooking up to the,

289–291
preinstalled software, 107
pressing the power button, 54
Print to File option, 136

345Index

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 345



printer port, 78
printers

accessing network, 165–166
no printer, options for printing when

you have, 136
overview, 133
setting up, 133–134
USB printers, 133–136
in Windows, 135–136
in Windows Vista, 166
in Windows XP, 165

printers/faxes (Control Panel), 115
Program Files folder (Windows), 104
proper shut down, 60–61
protection against viruses, list of

methods of, 221
protection from spyware, 222–223
Public folder in Windows Vista, sharing,

167–168

• Q •
quitting options in Start menu

(Windows), 98

• R •
Radio Shack Model 100, 11–12
reading your e-mail on the Web, 227–228
RealVNC, 251–254
reboot, 54
receiving a fax, 209–210
Recently Used Programs area

(Windows), 96
recharging batteries, 322
recommended brands for cases, 261–262
registration

of laptop and software, 276
of Windows, 56

reinstalling Windows, 297

remote desktop access
desktop-laptop connection, 248–254
firewalls used for protection, 254
RealVNC, 251–254

Remote Desktop (Windows Vista)
accessing, 249–250
disconnecting, 251
overview, 248–249
PC setup for, 249
using, 250–251

Remote Desktop (Windows XP), 251
removable media carried in carrying

case, 331–332
removing old software with Windows,

105–107
removing programs in Windows XP,

106–107
removing your laptop from network, 162
reset, 54
reset symbol, 53
resolutions for Control Panel, 111
restart, 54
restarting Windows, 61, 296
restoring your system, 300–302
return service sticker, 327
RJ-45 port, 78, 79, 158–159
root port, 124
router

connecting to, 185–187
overview, 159

• S •
Safe mode

entering, 303–304
overview, 302
starting in, your laptop is always,

304–305
testing in, 304
troubleshooting, 302–305
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SBS (Smart Battery System), 140
scanning for viruses, 218–220
school, laptops at, 21
screen wipes carried in carrying case,

331
SDRAM (Synchronous Dynamic Random

Access Memory), 29
second computer, laptop as, 20
second monitor, connecting to, 132
security. See also Internet security;

password
backing up your data, 283–284
BIOS password, using, 278
carrying case, avoid using an obvious,

275
data protection, 277–284
encrypting files or folders, 281–282
environment, being aware of your,

276–277
Guest account, disabling, 280–281
infrared (IR) port, disabling, 282–283
marking your laptop, 275
NTFS file system, using, 278–279
overview, 274, 277–278
phone call home, having your laptop

make, 284–285
registering your laptop and software,

276
risks, 269–270
STOP (Security Tracking of Office

Property) program, 275
thumbprint readers, 285
USS (Universal Security Slot), 277
Windows, locking, 281

Security Tracking of Office Property
(STOP) program, 275

sending a fax, 208–209
sending everything in one batch, 234
serial port, 78, 239–240
service and support

overview, 34
using, 307

service set identifier (SSID)
overview, 174
in Windows Vista, 175–176
in Windows XP, 176–177

session, timeouts for each, 207
setting up your laptop

battery, installation or setup of, 43–44
ESD (electrostatic discharge), 44
location for laptop, finding, 45–46
options, installing, 44
overview, 43
plugging it in, 46–47
UPS (uninterruptible power supply),

plugging laptop into, 47
Setup program, 55
shift keys, 82
shutting down antivirus software,

220–221
size considerations when buying a

computer, 30
skipping e-mail messages over a given

size, 235–236
sleep button

overview, 52–53
sleep mode, used for, 62

sleep mode
overview, 62
sleep button used for, 62
waking up from, 63–64
in Windows Vista, 63
in Windows XP, 63

sleep symbol, 53
Smart Battery System (SBS), 140
sneaker net, 238
software

finding, 25–26
for networking, 159–161

software upgrades
new version of Windows, upgrading to,

312
overview, 309–310
updates compared, 311
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software upgrades (continued)

updating Windows, 310–312
Windows Vista, configuring your laptop

for automatic updates in, 311
Windows XP, configuring your laptop

for automatic updates in, 312
sound options when buying a 

computer, 33
space-saving computer system, laptop

as, 20
spare battery

carried in carrying case, 330
importance of, 324
overview, 149

special folders (Windows), 103
special keys, 86
special-deal software included with

Windows, 56–57
speed of modems, 196
Spybot Search & Destroy, 223
spyware

anti-spyware software, finding, 223
Internet Explorer, disabling third-party

cookies for, 222–223
overview, 221–222
protection from, 222–223

SpywareBlaster, 223
SSID (service set identifier)

overview, 174
in Windows Vista, 175–176
in Windows XP, 176–177

Stand By mode (Windows), 63
start, 54
Start button (Windows), 59
Start menu (Windows)

All Programs menu, 96
Control Panel, 97
fun Windows places, 97
overview, 96
Pin-on area, 96
quitting options, 98

Recently Used Programs area, 96
used to access Control Panel, 109–110

starting a computer, terms for, 54
starting with Windows every time you

start your laptop, 57–58
Startup program, 55
STOP (Security Tracking of Office

Property) program, 275
storage devices

overview, 124–126
viewing, 99–100

storing battery when not using, 322
subnotebooks, 17
S-video out port, 78, 79
switch, 159
switch on, 54
synch, 20–21
synchronizing files between desktop and

laptop, 243–248
Synchronous Dynamic Random Access

Memory (SDRAM), 29
System icon (Control Panel), 113
System Restore

enabling, 298–299
overview, 297–298
restoring your system, 300–302
troubleshooting, 297–302
when to use, 299–300
in Windows Vista, 298, 299–302
in Windows XP, 298–300, 302

system tray (Windows), 59, 98

• T •
Tablet PCs, 19
Targus cases, 261
taskbar (Windows), 59
technical support, 297
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technical terms
Celeron M, 29
Centrino, 29
Centrino Duo, 29
Core Duo, 29
Core Solo, 29
DDR (double data rate), 29
Dothan, 29
GHz (gigahertz), 29
Mobile Sempron, 29
Pentium M, 29
SDRAM (Synchronous Dynamic

Random Access Memory), 29
Turion 64, 29

temperature
avoiding extreme, 321
of laptop, 271

terminals, 321
testing in Safe mode, 304
theft-prevention system, 327
third-party firewall software, 215
3M Laptop Privacy Filter, use of, 265
thumbprint readers, 285
timeouts

general timeout, 206
modems, 206–207
overview, 206
session, timeouts for each, 207

tips for cafe computing, 268–269
tips for using Briefcase, 246–247
touch pad, 87–88
trackball carried in carrying case, 330
TrackPoint, 89–90
traditional power button symbol, 53
travel case. See carrying case
travel with your laptop

airport travel, 263–267
cafe computing, 267–269
cases for, 258–262
hotel room computing, 269–270
low-battery warning, 270–271

magnets, avoiding, 272
packing list for laptop bag, 263
security risks, 269–270
temperature of laptop, 271
before you leave, things to do, 262

Trojan horse, 218
troubleshooting

batteries, 306
changes causing problems, 296
extended warranties, using, 307
keyboards, 305
mouse pointer, 305–306
power management, 306
reinstalling Windows, 297
restarting Windows, 296
with Safe mode, 302–305
service and support, using, 307
System Restore, 297–302
technical support, 297

Troubleshooting Your PC For Dummies
(Gookin), 34, 295, 304

Turion 64, 29
turn on, 54
turning off a laptop

hibernation, 64–66
with a locked up system, 67
overview, 59
proper shut down, 60–61
restarting Windows, 61
sleep mode, 62–64
steps for, 60–61
with Windows Vista power button, 67

turning on a laptop
moon icon, 52
opening the lid, 50–51
overview, 50
plugging in your laptop, 50
power button, 51–52
power-button symbols, 53
pressing the power button, 54
reset symbol, 53
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turning on a laptop (continued)

sleep button, 52–53
sleep symbol, 53
traditional power button symbol, 53
before you turn on the power, 50

• U •
UAC (User Account Control), 220, 223,

224
underseat storage of laptop, 265
uninstalling programs, 105–106
Universal Security Slot (USS), 79, 277
Universal Serial Bus. See USB (Universal

Serial Bus)
unpacking your laptop

organizing everything you unpack,
40–42

original box, how long you should keep
the, 42

overview, 39–40
warranty, when to send in the, 43

unused programs, closing, 321
updates

compared to upgrades, 311
for Windows, 310–312

upgrading your laptop
hard drive, upgrading, 313
with hardware, 312–313
memory, adding, 313
with software, 309–312

UPS (uninterruptible power supply),
plugging laptop into, 47

USB port
adding, 124
Bluetooth communications device as

use for, 120
digital camera as use for, 119
external storage as use for, 118
game controller as use for, 120
keyboard connector as use for, 119
laptop cooler as use for, 120

legacy adapter as use for, 119
little light as use for, 120
mobile phone recharger as use for, 120
mouse connector as use for, 119
MP3 player as use for, 119
network adapter as use for, 118
numeric keypad as use for, 119
overview, 78
printer as use for, 118
scanner as use for, 118
security device as use for, 120
sound hardware as use for, 119
speakers as use for, 119
uses for, 118–120
video camera as use for, 119

USB (Universal Serial Bus)
cables, 120–122
drive, keeping shared files on, 248
extension cable, 122
hub, 124
lamp, 326
overview, 118
pass-through USB devices, 124
plugging in, 122–123
port, 78, 118–120, 124
printers, 133–136
removing USB external storage, 127–128
storage devices, 124–126
USB-powered devices, 123

User Account Control (UAC), 220, 223,
224

User Accounts icon (Control Panel), 115
USS (Universal Security Slot), 79, 277

• V •
vents, 79
video projector

connecting, 131
hooking up PowerPoint presentations

to the, 289–291
Videos folder (Windows Vista), 103
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viewing
Control Panel, 107–108
disk drive, 99–100
storage devices, 99–100
workgroup computers in Windows

Vista, 163–164
virtual memory disk swapping, adding

more RAM to prevent, 319–320
volume, setting, 198

• W •
waking up from sleep mode, 63–64
wallpaper

overview, 59
setting, 111

warm boot, 54
warranties

extended warranties, using, 307
overview, 35
when to send in, 43

Web browsing on the road, 226–227
Web-based e-mail account

overview, 228–229
through ISP, 184

weight
buying a computer, as issue in, 30
of laptops, 15–17
of modern notebook, 17

wheel button, 89
when to buy a computer, 35
when to use laptop, 265–266
where to buy a computer, 35–36
where to sit while cafe computing,

267–268
Windows. See also Windows Vista;

Windows XP
administrator account, 56
Control Panel, 107–115
desktop, 58–59, 96

dinking, 107
disk drives, viewing, 99–100
files, 100–102
finding a modem in, 196–198
first time use of, 56
folders, 100–102
icons, 59
installing new software with, 104
location on hard drive of, 103
locking, 281
log on, 58
network connections, 102
notification area, 59, 98
overview, 54–55, 95–96
passwords, 57
printing in, 135–136
Program Files folder, 104
registration, 56
reinstalling, 297
removing old software with, 105–107
restarting, 61, 296
special folders, 103
special-deal software included with,

56–57
Stand By mode, 63
Start button, 59
Start menu, 96–98
starting with Windows every time you

start your laptop, 57–58
storage devices, viewing, 99–100
system tray, 59, 98
taskbar, 59
wallpaper, 59

Windows Defender, 218–219
Windows Firewall, 214–215
Windows Mobility Center

in Control Panel, 112
in Windows Vista, 112

Windows Vista
Account folder, 100–101
adjusting battery warnings in, 144–145
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Windows Vista (continued)

antivirus software, 218–219
backing up your data, 284
blank background image, setting, 111
Computer window, 99–100
configuring your laptop for automatic

updates in, 311
dialup connection, 189, 191
disconnecting from the wireless

connection, 179–180
disk drive, accessing another

computer’s, 165
displaying battery icon in, 142
firewalls, 214
hibernation, 65
Infrared icon, 115
Local User Storage, 100
MAC Address, 177
Mobility Center, 112
Music folder, 103
Network and Sharing Center icon, 112
Network window, 102
networking with, 160
Pictures folder, 103
power button, 67, 68–70
power management, 152–153
printers, accessing network, 166
Public folder, sharing, 167–168
sleep mode, 63
SSID, connecting to an unknown,

175–176
System Restore, 298–302
uninstalling programs, 105–106
User Account Control (UAC), 220, 223,

224
Videos folder, 103
wireless networking, 171–173

Windows XP
backing up your data, 284
blank background image, setting, 111
configuring your laptop for automatic

updates in, 312

dialup connection, 189–190, 192
direct connection, 241–243
disconnecting from the wireless

connection, 180
disk drive, accessing another

computer’s, 165
displaying battery icon in, 142
firewalls, 214–215
folders, sharing, 168–169
hibernation, 65–66
MAC Address, 177–178
My Computer window, 99–100
My Documents folder, 100–102
My Music folder, 103
My Network Places window, 102, 164
My Pictures folder, 103
My Videos folder, 103
Network Connections icon, 112
networking with, 161
power button, 70–72
power management, 152–153
printers, accessing network, 165
removing programs in, 106–107
setting battery timeouts in, 145–148
sleep mode, 63
SSID, connecting to an unknown,

176–177
System Restore, 298–300, 302
Wireless Link icon, 115
wireless networking, 173–174

wire cables, 239–240
wireless link (Control Panel), 115
Wireless Link icon (Windows XP), 115
wireless networking

Bluetooth, 171
connecting to a wireless network,

170–174
disconnecting from the wireless

connection, 179–180
802.11 standards, 169–170
hardware for, 170
lease, renewing your, 178
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MAC Address, 177–178
overview, 32
pay service wireless network,

accessing, 178

SSID, 174–177
in Windows Vista, 171–173
in Windows XP, 173–174

worms, 218

353Index

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 353



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 354



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 355



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 356



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 357



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 358



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 359



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 360



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 361



Notes
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

32_054328 bindex.qxp  9/11/06  7:42 PM  Page 362


