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A
Adolescents, working with, 11–12
Assessment: biology lesson (joint productive activ-

ity), 18; Castle Building, Middle Ages Unit (joint
productive activity), 27; Create an Island lesson
(joint productive activity), 18; Examining the
Environment (language development revised les-
son), 47; Exploring Culture Activity (contextual-
ization), 68; Geometry Construction (language
development lesson), 34–35; of instructional con-
versation, 105; of joint productive activities, 13;
of learning centers, 131–132; mathematics lesson
(language development), 34–35; rubric for the
castle activity, 28; social science lesson (instruc-
tional conversation), 119; social science lesson
(language development), 47; War and Conflict
Instructional Conversation (teaching through 
dialogue lesson), 119; world history/geography
lesson (contextualization), 68; world history 
lesson (joint productive activity), 27

B
Back-to-basics curriculum, 4–5
Biology lesson (contextualization), 61–65; collage

project, 61–65; collage project instructions
(handout), 62; collage project rubric, 63; 

commentary, 64; ecology science standards, 61;
learning objectives, 64; lesson plan, 62

Biology lesson (instructional conversation),
105–113; commentary, 112–113; conduct of 
lesson, 108–112; connection question, 108–109;
Forensic Science (lesson), 106–120; home-
work/seatwork, 112; joint venture, 112; learning
objectives, 107; lesson plan, 107–108; National
Science standards, 106; text support, 110–111;
weaving question, 109

Biology lesson (joint productive activity), 17–18;
biology standard and learning goal, 19; com-
mentary, 22; conduct of lesson, 18–21; Create
an Island reflection questions, 21; Create an
Island student instructions (handout), 19–20;
instructions, 19–20; learning objectives, 17; les-
son assessment, 18; lesson plan, 17–18; stan-
dard in biology, 17

Brainstorm web, 37

C
Castle building, Middle Ages Unit (joint produc-

tive activity), 22–28; assessment rubric for the
castle activity, 28; castle-building activity (hand-
out), 25; castle questions (handout), 24; com-
mentary, 27; conduct of lesson, 23; learning

Index
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objectives, 23; lesson assessment, 27; lesson
plan, 23; world history standards, 23

Challenging activities, 75–96
Classroom conversation schedule (example), 103
Closed (dead-end) questions, 91
Collage project (contextualization), 61–65; com-

mentary, 64; instructions (handout), 62; learn-
ing objectives, 64; lesson plan, 64; rubric, 63

Community outreach, and context for learning, 57
Complex thinking, teaching, 75–96; focus ques-

tions for planning lessons, 76; lessons from the
classroom, 76–95; literature lesson, 77–84;
mathematics lesson, 87–89; social science les-
son, 84–87, 90–95

Complex World of Teaching, The (Mintz and Yun),
53, 75

Conceptual foundation, 89
Content goals, and instructional conversation, 100
Contextualizing instruction, 53–74; biology les-

son, 61–65; within the community, 54–56; cul-
tural compatibility, 55; focus questions for
planning lessons, 57; history/social studies les-
son, 70–71; language arts/history lesson, 58–61;
lessons/activities, 56–57; lessons from the class-
room, 57–73; research support, 55–56; world
history/geography lesson, 65–70

Cooperative learning, 10–11, 29
Create an Island lesson (joint productive activity),

17–18; biology standard and learning goal, 19;
commentary, 22; conduct of lesson, 18–21;
instructions, 19–20; learning objectives, 17; les-
son assessment, 18; lesson plan, 17–18; reflec-
tion questions, 21; standard in biology, 17;
student instructions (handout), 19–20

Culture wheel template, 67

D
De-automatization, 98
Demographics, changes in, 2
Desert Exile (Uchida), 58
Diary of Anne Frank, The, 58–60
Diversification of activities, in public education, 6

E
Earth sciences lesson (language development),

36–40; commentary, 40; conduct of lesson, 40;
learning objectives, 37; lesson plan, 37; plate
tectonics language activity, 36–40; Plate
Tectonics Word Web Activity (handout), 38;
science and technology standards, 36–37; word
web, 37; What’s a Word Web? (handout), 39

Economics, and public education, 3
English Language Learners: challenging activities

for, 75–84; and instructional conversation, 99,
102; and quality educational programs, 76

Examining the Environment (language develop-
ment lesson), 45–51; commentary, 45–46; les-
son plan, 45; standards, 45

Examining the Environment (language development
revised lesson), 46–51; commentary, 47; learning
objectives, 46; lesson assessment, 47; lesson plan,
46–47; Quick-Write Activity (handout), 48;
Research Tasks for PowerPoint Presentation (hand-
out), 49; rubric for grading literary responses: envi-
ronment unit, 50–51; standards, 46

Exploring Culture Activity (contextualization),
66–70; commentary, 68; culture wheel tem-
plate, 67; essential lesson goals, 66; lesson assess-
ment, 67; lesson plan, 66, 68; social science
standards, 66; student’s culture wheel, 67; uni-
versal culture wheel, 69

Extensions, providing, 89

F
Families of the Coastside (handout), 71
Farewell to Manzanar (Houston/Houston), 57–60
Focus questions: defined, 12; instructional con-

versation, 99–100; joint productive activities,
13; language development, 32

Focus questions for planning lessons: complex
thinking, teaching, 76; contextualizing instruc-
tion, 57

Forensic Science (teaching through dialogue les-
son), 106–120; commentary, 112–113; conduct
of lesson, 108–110; connection question,
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108–109; homework/seatwork, 112; joint prod-
uct, 112; learning objectives, 107; lesson plan,
107–108; National Science standards, 106; text
support, 110–111; weaving question, 109

Foundations of Literacy, The (Holdaway), 31

G
Gatekeepers, teachers as, 52
Geometry construction (language development les-

son), 33–36; learning objectives, 34; lesson assess-
ment, 34–35; lesson conduct, 34–35; lesson plan,
34; mathematics standard, 34; revised lesson,
35–36; rubric for tent construction activity, 35

Global Studies lesson (instructional conversation),
113–120; commentary, 119–120; conduct of
lesson, 115–119; connection question, 117;
global issues lesson design, 114; homework/seat-
work, 119; joint product, 119; learning objec-
tives, 115; lesson assessment, 119; lesson plan,
115; samples of student work on the war and
conflict unit, 121; Student Assignment for the
Global Reading Center Human Rights Task:
What Is a War Crime? (handout), 116; text sup-
port, 118–119; War and Conflict Instructional
Conversation (lesson), 115–120; weaving ques-
tion, 117–118

Global Studies lesson (language development),
44–51; commentary, 45–46, 47; Examining the
Environment, 45–51; learning objectives, 46;
lesson assessment, 47; lesson plan, 45, 46–47;
Quick-Write Activity (handout), 48; Research
Tasks for PowerPoint Presentation (handout),
49; rubric for grading literary responses: envi-
ronment unit, 50–51; standards, 45, 46

Global Warming Activity (lesson), 85–87; com-
mentary, 87; conduct of lesson, 85; learning
objectives, 85; lesson plan, 85; social science
standards, 85; Student Assignment for “Our
Environment: Global Warming” (handout), 86

Greenlandic Education Delegation, 123
Greenlandic mythology, 123

H
High School Leadership Summit (U.S. Secretary of

Education), 10
History/social studies lesson (contextualization),

69–70; commentary, 70, 73; essential lesson
goals, 69; Families of the Coastside (handout),
71; lesson plan, 70

Homeless Garden Project, 65

I
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (lesson), 79;

commentary, 79; lesson plan, 79; Maya
Angelou literary analysis rubric, 80

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (revised lesson),
83; commentary, 83–84; essential standards, 83;
learning objectives, 83; lesson plan, 83; Maya
Angelou editorial writing assignment rubric, 82;
Student Assignment for I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings Lesson (handout), 81

In the Time of Butterflies (Alvarez), 95
Instructional conversation, 97–121; assessing,

105; benefits of, 99; biology lesson, 105–113;
classroom conversation schedule (example),
103; connection questions, 101; content areas
for, 98; conversational activities, organizing,
100–105; defined, 97; differentiated instruc-
tion, 104; focus questions, 99–100; follow-up
seatwork/homework, 101; joint production/
conclusion, 101; learning to incorporate into
teaching, 120; lessons from the classroom,
105–121; participation structure cards,
103–104; planning lessons with, 99–100;
power of, 98; sequence, 101; social science les-
son, 113–120; structuring, 100; student par-
ticipation, encouraging, 102; teacher’s role, 98;
text support, 101; time management, 102;
weaving questions, 101

J
Joint productive activities: assessment of, 13; biol-

ogy lesson, 17–18; creating lessons with, 12–13;
defined, 9; focus questions, 13; implementation
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of strategy, 10; and learning centers, 127; and
learning diversification, 9; lessons from the
classroom, 15–27; literature lesson, 15–17;
research support for, 10–11; structuring, ele-
ments necessary for, 12–13; teacher’s role, 12;
world history lesson, 22–28

L
Lack of relevance, 3
Language arts/history lesson (contextualization):

commentary, 60–61; examples of student
quick-writes, 59; learning objectives, 58; lesson
plan for literary analysis, 60; lesson plan for role
play, 58–59; standards: literary response and
analysis for grades 6 to 9, 58; Tragedies of War:
The Japanese Internment (lesson), 58

Language development, 31–52; earth sciences les-
son, 36–40; enacting the principle of, 31; focus
questions, 32; lessons from the classroom,
33–51; mathematics lesson, 33–36; scaffolding,
defined, 32; scaffolding instruction, 32;
Sheltered English lesson, 40–44; social sciences
lesson, 44–51

Language goals, and instructional conversation, 100
Learning centers, 10, 127–132; assessment,

131–132; center activities, 127–128; classroom
groupings, 129; defined, 127; group manage-
ment and discipline, 129–130; learning center
and lecture schedule, 130; organizing, 128–129;
rights and responsibilities (table), 130; schedul-
ing activities, 130–132; self-contained, 128–129

Literature lesson (complex thinking), 77–84;
commentary, 79, 83–84; essential standards, 83;
learning objectives, 83; lesson plan, 79, 83;
Maya Angelou editorial writing assignment
rubric, 82; Maya Angelou literary analysis
rubric, 80; reflection questions, 77; Student
Assignment for I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings (handout), 81; I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings (lesson), 79; I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings (revised lesson), 83

Literature lesson (joint productive activity),
15–17; commentary, 16–17; conduct of lesson,
16; learning objectives, 15; lesson plan, 16;
standards for literary response and analysis, 15;
Time, Sequence, and Setting in Literature 
(lesson), 15–17

M
Making meaning, See Contextualizing instruction
Material World: A Global Family Portrait (Menzel),

65
Math Forum Web site, 89
Mathematics lesson (complex thinking), 87–89;

commentary, 88–89; essential mathematics
standards, 88; lesson plan, 88; Trigonometry
(lesson), 86–89

Mathematics lesson (language development),
33–36; learning objectives, 34; lesson assessment,
34–35; lesson conduct, 34–35; lesson plan, 34;
mathematics standard, 34; revised lesson, 35–36;
rubric for tent construction activity, 35

Mind map, 37

N
Nation at Risk report, 4
National Science Education Standards, 106
National Science Standards, 55
No Child Left Behind Act, 4

O
Office of Vocational and Adult Education, U.S.

Department of Education, 10
Open-ended questions, 91, 94

P
Pair share, 9–10, 22; defined, 9; involving stu-

dents in, 89
Paradigm of public education, 2–3
Participation structure cards, 103–104
Plate Tectonics Language Activity (language devel-

opment lesson), 36–40; commentary, 40; con-
duct of lesson, 40; learning objectives, 37;
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lesson plan, 37; plate tectonics language activ-
ity, 36–40; Plate Tectonics Word Web Activity
(handout), 38; science and technology stan-
dards, 36–37; word web, 37; What’s a Word
Web? (handout), 39

Power of Their Ideas, The (Meier), 1
Properties of Food, The (handout), 42
Public education: back-to-basics curriculum, 4–5;

background theory, 6–7; changing demograph-
ics, 2; curriculum, 3–4; diversification of activ-
ities, 6; and economics, 3; five pedagogy
principles for teaching and learning, 7; lack of
relevance, 3; modifying teaching, 5; paradigm
of, 2–3; solutions to problems of, 4–7; teaching
force, 2; whole language movement, 4–5

Q
Quick-Write Activity (handout), 48
Quick write, defined, 45

R
Reading comprehension, and instructional con-

versation, 99
Recursion, 98
Relevance, lack of, 3
Research support, for joint productive activities,

10–11
Rights/responsibilities, learning centers, 130
Rousing Minds to Life (Tharp and Gallimore), 123

S
Save the Earth (Porritt), 45, 47–48
Scaffolding, 102; defined, 32
Scaffolding instruction, 32
Self-talk, 98
Semantic web, 37
Service-learning, 53–54
Sheltered English, defined, 40–41
Sheltered English lesson (language development),

40–44; commentary, 44; conduct of lesson,
43–44; expository reading activity, 41–44;
learning objectives, 41; lesson plan, 41;

Properties of Food, The (handout), 42; sample
of student work for expository reading, 43;
standards for English language development, 41

Small-group conversational etiquette, and instruc-
tional conversation, 102

Social science lesson (complex thinking), 84–87,
90–95; commentary, 87, 92, 94; conduct of les-
son, 85; Global Warming Activity (lesson),
85–87; learning objectives, 90; lesson plan, 85,
91–92; lesson plan, for generating research para-
graphs, 92; lesson plan, for research (one to three
periods), 92; lesson plan, for writing appropri-
ate research questions (one to two periods), 91;
research paper rubric, 93; social science stan-
dards, 85; standard (literature and social sci-
ence), 90; Student Assignment for “Our
Environment: Global Warming” (handout), 86;
Writing Research Papers (lesson), 90–95

Student’s culture wheel, 67

T
Taschek, Laura Ianacone, 13–14, 22–28, 45–51,

57, 65, 84–87, 90–95, 104, 113–120, 127–128
Teachers, as gatekeepers, 52
Teaching through dialogue, transformative poten-

tial of, 97; See also Instructional conversation
Tent construction activity, rubric for, 35
Think pair share, 9–10; defined, 9
Time, Sequence, and Setting in Literature (litera-

ture lesson), 15–17; commentary, 16–17; con-
duct of lesson, 16; learning objectives, 15;
lesson plan, 16; standards for literary response
and analysis, 15

Tragedies of War: The Japanese Internment (con-
textualization), 58–61; commentary, 60–61;
examples of student quick-writes, 59; learning
objectives, 58; lesson plan for literary analysis, 60;
lesson plan for role play, 58–59; standards: liter-
ary response and analysis for grades 6 to 9, 58

Trigonometry (lesson), 86–89; commentary,
88–89; lesson plan, 88
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U
Universal culture wheel, 69

V
Voices from the Inside, 56

W
War and Conflict Instructional Conversation

(teaching through dialogue lesson), 115–120;
commentary, 119–120; conduct of lesson, 115;
connection question, 117; homework/seatwork,
119; joint product, 119; learning objectives,
115; lesson assessment, 119; lesson plan, 115;
samples of student work on, 121; Student
Assignment for the Global Reading Center
Human Rights Task: What Is a War Crime?,
116; text support, 118–119; weaving question,
117–118

What’s a Word Web? (handout), 39
Whole language movement, 4–5
Word web, 37
World history/geography lesson (contextualiza-

tion), 65–70; commentary, 68; culture wheel

template, 67; essential lesson goals, 66;
Exploring Culture Activity (lesson), 66–70; les-
son assessment, 68; lesson plan, 66, 70; social
science standards, 66; student’s culture wheel,
67; universal culture wheel, 69

World history lesson (joint productive activity),
22–28; assessment rubric for the castle activity,
28; castle-building activity (handout), 25–27;
castle questions (handout), 24; commentary, 27;
conduct of lesson, 23; learning objectives, 23;
lesson assessment, 27; lesson plan, 23; world
history standards, 23

Writing Research Papers (lesson), 90–95; com-
mentary, 92, 94; learning objectives, 90; lesson
plan for generating research paragraphs, 92; les-
son plan for research (one to three periods), 92;
lesson plan for writing appropriate research
questions (one to two periods), 91; research
paper rubric, 93; standard (literature and social
science), 90

Z
Zone of proximal development (ZPD), 98
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