
vii

Contents

List of Tables, Figures, Exhibits, and Handouts ix

Foreword by Roland Tharp xi

Preface xiii

Acknowledgments xvii

The Authors xix

Introduction: Creating a Meaningful Classroom Environment 1
Opportunities and Challenges 2
Solutions 4
Conclusion 7

1. Teachers and Students Producing Together: Joint Productive
Activity—Collaboration or Bust! 9

Research Support for Joint Productive Activities 10
Working with Adolescents 11
Creating Lessons with Joint Activities 12
Assessment of Joint Activities 13
Introduction to Laura Ianacone Taschek 13
Lessons from the Classroom 15
Lesson 1: Literature, Grade 10 15
Lesson 2: Biology, Grade 9 17
Lesson 3: World History, Grade 10 22
Conclusion 29

2. Developing Language and Literacy Across the Curriculum 31
Scaffolding Instruction 32
Lessons from the Classroom 33
Lesson 1: Geometry, Grade 9 or 10 33
Lesson 2: Earth Sciences, Grade 10 or 11 36
Lesson 3: Sheltered English, Grades 9 to 12 40
Lesson 4: Global Studies, Grades 11 and 12 44
Conclusion 52

02_978027 ftoc.qxd  10/11/05  12:16 PM  Page vii

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



3. Contextualization or Making Meaning: Connecting School to
Students’ Lives 53

Contextualizing Instruction Within the Community 54
Contextualizing Lessons and Activities 56
Lessons from the Classroom 57
Lesson 1: Language Arts/History, Grade 8 58
Lesson 2: Biology, Grade 9 or 10 61
Lesson 3: World History/Geography, Grades 9 and 10 65
Lesson 4: History/Social Studies, Grade 9 or 10 69
Conclusion 72

4. Challenging Activities: Teaching Complex Thinking 75
Lessons from the Classroom 76
Lesson 1: Literature, Grade 9 or 10 77
Lesson 2: Social Science, Grades 9 to 11 84
Lesson 3: Trigonometry, Grade 11 87
Lesson 4: Writing Research Papers, Grades 9 to 12 90
Conclusion 95

5. Teaching Through Dialogue: The Instructional Conversation 97
The Teacher’s Role 98
Planning Lessons with Instructional Conversations 99
Benefits of the Instructional Conversation 99
Structuring the Instructional Conversation 100
Organizing Conversational Activities 100
Lessons from the Classroom 105
Lesson 1: Biology, Grades 10 and 11 105
Lesson 2: Global Studies, Grades 10 to 12 113
Conclusion 120

Conclusion: A Model of Assistance 123

Appendix 1: Creating and Managing Classroom Learning Centers 127
Organizing the Centers 128
Classroom Groupings 129
Group Management and Discipline 129
Scheduling Center Activities 131
Learning Center Assessment 131
Conclusion 132

Appendix 2: Laurellos Castle 133

Appendix 3: Tibet Questions Graphic Organizer 137

Notes 139

Index 145

viii Contents

02_978027 ftoc.qxd  10/11/05  12:16 PM  Page viii



ix

List of Tables, Figures, Exhibits,
and Handouts

Tables
4.1 Research Paper Rubric 93
5.1 Schedule for Classroom Conversation 103
5.2 Global Issues Lesson Design 114
A-1.1 Learning Center Rights and Responsibilities 130

Figures
I.1 Diversification of Activities 6
3.1 Culture Wheel Template 67
3.2 Student’s Culture Wheel 67
3.3 Universal Culture Wheel 69
A.2 Laurellos Castle 133
A.3 Tibet Questions Graphic Organizer 137

Exhibits
1.1 Assessment Rubric for the Castle Activity 28
2.1 Rubric for Tent Construction Activity 35
2.2 Sample of Student Work for Expository Reading 43
2.3 Rubric for Grading Literary Responses: Environment Unit 50
3.1 Examples of Student Quick-Writes 59
3.2 Collage Project Rubric 63
4.1 Maya Angelou Literary Analysis Rubric 80
4.2 Maya Angelou Editorial Writing Assignment Rubric 82
5.1 Instructional Conversation Sequence 101
5.2 Participation Structure Cards 104
5.3 Samples of Student Work on the War and Conflict Unit 121
A-1.1 Middle Ages Grade and Criteria Sheet 132

02_978027 ftoc.qxd  10/11/05  12:16 PM  Page ix



Handouts
1.1 Create an Island: Student Instructions 19
1.2 Create an Island: Reflection Questions 21
1.3 Castle Questions 24
1.4 Castle-Building Activity 25
2.1 Plate Tectonics Word Web Activity 38
2.2 What’s a Word Web? 39
2.3 The Properties of Food 42
2.4 Quick-Write Activity 48
2.5 Research Tasks for PowerPoint Presentation 49
3.1 Instructions  for the Collage Project 62
3.2 Families of the Coastside 71
4.1 Student Assignment for I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 81
4.2 Student Assignment for “Our Environment: Global Warming” 86
5.1 Student Assignment for the Global Reading Center 

Human Rights Task: What Is a War Crime? 116

x List of Tables, Figures, Exhibits, and Handouts

02_978027 ftoc.qxd  10/11/05  12:16 PM  Page x


