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o Symbols and
Numerics ®

/ (stress marks), strum indicator, 59
1st-string

clawhammer pull-offs, 118-119

clawhammer slides, 116

G-major scale, 129-130

harmonics, 258-260

left hand slides, 103

open D notes, 303

replacement guidelines, 251-256
2nd-string

G-major scale, 129-130

harmonics, 258-260

open B notes, 303

replacement guidelines, 251-256
3/4 (three-four) time, waltz-time music, 57
3rd-string

clawhammer pull-offs, 118

clawhammer slides, 115-116

G-major scale, 127-130

harmonics, 258-260

left hand slides, 101-102

open G notes, 303

replacement guidelines, 251-256
4/4 (four-four) time, time signatures, 57
4th-string

clawhammer pull-offs, 118

clawhammer slides, 116

D-major scale, 129

drop-C tuning, 149-150

G-major scale, 130

harmonics, 258-260

left hand slides, 102-103

open D notes, 303

replacement guidelines, 251-256

steel string sets, 228-229
5th-string

capos, 235-236

clawhammer exercises, 79-80

conventions used in book, 28

friction versus geared tuning pegs, 202
harmonics, 258-260
high-pitched drone, 99
open G notes, 303
pitch characteristics, 14
replacement guidelines, 257
7th chords, listing, 301

o/ o

AABB form. See fiddle tunes
accommodations, banjo camps, 280
accompaniments

bluegrass techniques, 96-98

clawhammer techniques, 82-83
acoustic banjo, electric pickup addition,

212-213

acoustic specialty stores

banjo buying guide, 217

instructor resource, 269
active listening, practice sessions, 285
Adcock, Eddie, single-string style, 176
Africa

banjo development, 145-147

clawhammer (down-picking)

development, 74-75

African-American

banjo development, 145-147

minstrel banjo development, 147-149
air travel

flight cases, 226

guidelines, 222-223
alternating thumb roll

bluegrass exercise, 95

bluegrass hammer-ons, 122

bluegrass pull-offs, 123

bluegrass slides, 120

Scruggs-style, 159-160

single-string style, 177
Amazing Slow Downer program, 241-242
America

banjo development, 146

blackface minstrels, 147-149
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American Banjo Fraternity, classic banjo rhythm element, 56-57
preservation, 154 time signatures, 57
American Made Banjo Company, strings, 230  beginner level banjos
American Vintage, hard-shell cases, 224 banjo buying guide, 196-204
Ameritage, hard-shell cases, 224 bridge height, 199-200
amplifiers, electric banjos, 215 feel versus looks, 204
anchor fingers, bluegrass technique, 94 friction pegs, 202
Aquila, strings, 230 geared pegs, 202
arch-top tone rings, better-quality music store setup, 204
banjos, 209 nut, 198
armrest pot elements, 196-197
cleaning, 265 store demonstrations, 196
pot component, 19, 21 string action, 197-199
Audacity, recording software, 242 string spacing, 200-201
audio CD players, CD requirements, 305 tuners, 200-202
bell brass, tone rings, 209
P B PY bend. See chokes
better-quality banjos
backup playing arch-top tone rings, 209
jam sessions, 69-70 budget issues, 204-206
vamping, 70 buy-something-different approach, 206
backward roll, Scruggs-style, 159-160 electrics, 212-215
ball-end strings, 227-228 engraving, 211-212
Band in a Box, recording software, 242 flathead tone rings, 209
banging. See clawhammer inlays, 211-212
banjo bracket wrench, head tightening, leap-from approach, 205-206
262-264 necks, 210
banjo buying guide one-piece necks, 210
acoustic specialty stores, 217 plating, 211-212
beginner level banjos, 196-204 radiused fingerboards, 210
better-quality banjos, 204-219 resonators, 210
budget considerations, 192 rims, 207-208
electric banjos, 212-215 tone rings, 208-210
expectation setting, 191-192 upgrade approach, 205
Internet purchases, 218 vintage instruments, 215-216
left-handed players, 203 Bill Evans Plays Banjo (CD), 186
music stores, 216-219 Black Diamond strings, 230
resonator versus open-back, 192-196 blackface minstrels, minstrel banjo, 147-149
shipping issues, 219 blade angles, thumbpicks, 84-85
banjo camps, guidelines, 278-279 block rims, better-quality banjos, 207-208
banjo mutes, volume control method, 45 Blue Star Banjo-blaster, electric banjos, 214
banjoists, listings, 291-296 bluegrass
bar (measure)’ rhythm element, 58 alternating thumb roll exercise, 95
bare fingers, classic banjo technique, 153 anchor fingers, 94
Bart Reiter open-back banjos, 207 banjoists, 295
beat chokes, 124
counting out the rhythm, 55 development history, 74, 83-84

meter cycles, 57 fiddle tunes, 174-175



fingerpicks, 84-85, 86-89
forward roll exercise, 96
forward-backward roll exercise, 95-96
hammer-ons, 121-123
left hand melody notes, 137-138
pull-offs, 123
radiused fingerboards, 210
resonator banjo preferences, 193
right hand melody notes, 134-135
right hand techniques, 114
right-hand positioning, 83-84, 89-93
right-hand thumb exercise, 92
roll patterns, 93, 95-96
Scruggs-style technique, 158
slides, 120-121
song accompaniment, 96-98
three-finger picking, 83
three-finger style, 157
thumbpicks, 84-86
tone ring sizes, 209
bluegrass camps, guidelines, 279
bluegrass festivals, playing/learning
opportunity, 280-282
body positions
sitting down, 33
standing, 34-35
strap adjustments, 29-33
Boulder Alpine gig bags, 224
brackets
head tightening, 261-264
pot component, 19-20
bridge
banjo mute, 45
electric banjos, 213
feet (contact points), 243
gear buying guide, 243-244
harmonics, 258-260
pot component, 19, 21
size ranges, 21
string action, 244
swapping out, 243-244
bridge height, beginner level, 199-200
Brigg’s Banjo Instructor, 151
Brown, Alison, 176, 212, 295
brush exercise, clawhammer technique,
78-79
budgets, banjo buying guide, 192

oo

C chord
chord diagram, 49, 50-51
pinch patterns, 66
tablature conventions, 63
C licks, Scruggs-style, 164
C7 chord, tablature conventions, 63
Calton, flight cases, 226
Cammeyer, Alfred, classic banjo
composer, 153
camps
banjo enthusiasts, 24-25
playing/learning opportunity, 278-280
room and board, 280
cam-type tuners, gear buying guide, 246
Canadian/TKL, hard-shell cases, 224
capos
5th-string, 235-236
5th-string railroad spikes, 235-236
gear buying guide, 231-236
slide-mounted 5th-string, 235
tuning procedures, 234
use guidelines, 233
Caribbean, banjo development, 146
cases
air travel, 222-223
flight cases, 226
gig bags, 224-225
hard-shell, 224-225
soft-shell, 224-225
CD
installation process, 306
system requirements, 305-306
track listings, 307-311
troubleshooting, 311
CD-ROM drives, CD requirements, 306
Chanterelle, open-back banjos, 207

charts, moveable banjo chord position, 302

Chicago screws, strap attachment, 231
chimes. See harmonics

choke and release, left hand technique, 112

chokes
bluegrass techniques, 124
choke and release, 112
clawhammer techniques, 119
Foggy Mountain, 111-112, 119
left hand techniques, 111-113
pre-choke, 112

Index 3 ’ 7
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chord changes, melody notes, 133
chord diagrams
C chord, 49, 50-51
D7 chord, 49, 50
G chord, 49, 50
left-hand finger positioning, 47-51
string number assignments, 28
up-the-neck, 48-49
versus tablature, 47
chord progressions, song element, 58-62
chords
chord progressions, 58-62
fretting, 23
G tuning, 38-39
lick associations, 161-162
listing, 299-302
shifting between, 60-62
tablature conventions, 63
up-the-neck, 153
Chris Sands strings, 230
chromatic tuners, gear buying guide, 236
Chuck Lee open-back banjos, 207
classic banjo
American Banjo Fraternity, 154
bare finger technique, 153
contrasting sections, 153
conventional music notation, 153
drop-C tuning, 153
guitar style, 152
open-back instruments, 153
piano accompaniment, 153
up-the-neck chords, 153
clawhammer
5th-string exercise, 79-80
banjoists, 295
brush exercise, 78-79
chokes, 119
development history, 74-75
double-thumbing patterns, 150
hammer-ons, 116-117
left hand melody notes, 136-137
melody note + brush + 5th string exercise,
80-81
melody note technique, 78, 114
minstrel banjo transition, 149, 150
no knot tailpieces, 246
open-back banjo preferences, 195
pull-offs, 110, 117-119
right-hand melody notes, 134

right-hand positions, 75-77
right-hand techniques, 114
slides, 115-116
song accompaniment, 82—-83
string action, 195
string striking exercises, 77-81
cleaning, maintenance guidelines, 264-265
clip-on tuners, gear buying guide, 237
closed G-major scale, single-string style,
180-181
closed jams, listening/learning
opportunity, 275
clothespins, banjo mute, 45
C-major scale, melodic style, 172
Cole Eclipse vintage instrument, 215
Colorado Case gig bags, 224
computer programs, gear buying guide,
241-243
conventional music notation, classic
banjo, 153
Converse, Frank B.
(New and Complete Method for the
Banjo), 151
guitar style introduction, 152
coordinating rods
electric pickup addition, 212-213
pot component, 21
string action, 21
Crowe, J. D.
bluegrass influence, 294
strap positioning, 31-32

o e

D licks, Scruggs-style, 165
“D” tuners, gear buying guide, 246-247
D7 chord
chord diagram, 49, 50
pinch patterns, 66
D’Addario, strings, 230
Day, Holly (Music Theory For Dummies), 153
decorations, better-quality banjos, 211-212
Deering
beginner level banjos, 203
bluegrass banjos, 207
Crossfire banjo, 213-214
D-major scale
developing, 129
single-string style, 181-182
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dobro, reference tuning, 46 Evans, Bill
dotted notes, durational values, 150 seated playing posture, 33
double-thumbing patterns, minstrel standing posture, 34-35
banjo, 150 exercises
down adjustments, tailpieces, 245 bluegrass, 92-98
down the neck, left hand movement, 17 clawhammer, 77-81
downbeat, rhythm element, 58 hammer-ons, 105-107
down-picking. See clawhammer pull-offs, 108-110
drone, repeated pitch, 99 single-string style, 177-178
drop-C tuning slides, 101-103
classic banjo, 153 expectations, banjo buying guide element,
minstrel banjo, 149-150 191-192
drum machines, buying guide, 238-241
“Dunlap’s disease,” banjo positioning ® F o
issues, 34
Dunlop feet, bridge contact points, 243
fingerpicks, 87 Ferretti, Silvio, custom bridges, 244
thumbpicks, 86 festivals, playing/learning, 280-282
durational values, dotted notes, 150 fiddle, reference tuning, 46
fiddle tunes, bluegrass, 174-175
oF o 5th-string
capos, 235-236
electric banjos clawhammer exercises, 79-80
amplifier requirement, 215 conventions used in book, 28
banjo buying guide, 212-215 friction versus geared tuning pegs, 202
five-string banjo style, 17-18 harmonics, 258-260
MIDI interface, 212 high-pitched drone, 99
structural features, 213 open G notes, 303
electric pickups, adding to an acoustic pitch characteristics, 14
banjo, 212-213 replacement guidelines, 257
electronic keyboards, reference tuning, 46 fill-in licks, Scruggs-style, 162
electronic tuners fingerboards
gear buying guide, 236-238 better-quality banjos, 210
jam sessions, 44 G tuning notes, 302-303
reference tuning, 42-44 neck component, 17, 19
Elixir strings, 230 fingerings, melodic style, 174
England, blackface minstrels, 147-149 fingerpicks
English, Erin bending techniques, 88-89
seated playing posture, 33 bluegrass technique, 84-85, 86-89
standing posture, 34-35 gear buying guide, 230-231

engravings, better-quality banjos, 211-212 positioning, 87
enharmonic equivalents, G tuning, 302-303  1st-string

Eno, Paul, “Banjoisticus,” 154, 156 clawhammer pull-offs, 118-119
Epiphone, beginner level banjos, 203 clawhammer slides, 116
Epstein, Dena (Sinful Tunes and Spirituals: G-major scale, 129-130

Black Folk Music to the Civil War), 146 harmonics, 258-260
etiquette, jam sessions, 275-276 left hand slides, 103

open D notes, 303
replacement guidelines, 251-256
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Fishman, banjo pickups, 212
five-string banjos
characteristics, 13-14
neck components, 17-20
pot components, 20-21
styles, 17-18
flags, note tablature, 64
flange, pot component, 21
flat, conventions used in book, 28
flathead tone rings, better-quality
banjos, 209
flatpicks, versus thumbpicks, 84
Fleck, Béla
banjoist, 292
electric banjo, 212
single-string style, 176
flight cases, gear buying guide, 226
Foggy Mountain choke
clawhammer techniques, 119
left hand techniques, 111-112
Foggy Mountain roll, Scruggs-style, 159-160
forward roll
bluegrass exercise, 96
Scruggs-style, 159-160
single-string style, 178
forward-backward roll
bluegrass exercise, 95-96
bluegrass hammer-ons, 122
bluegrass slides, 121
Scruggs-style, 159
forward-reverse roll, Scruggs-style, 159-160
forward-roll hammer-ons, bluegrass
techniques, 122-123
forward-roll pull-offs, bluegrass
techniques, 124
forward-roll slides, bluegrass
techniques, 121
four-four (4/4) time, time signatures, 57
four-string banjos, characteristics, 14-16
4th-string
clawhammer pull-offs, 118
clawhammer slides, 116
D-major scale, 129
drop-C tuning, 149-150
G-major scale, 130
harmonics, 258-260
left hand slides, 102-103
open D notes, 303

replacement guidelines, 251-256
steel string sets, 228-229
frailing. See clawhammer
fretboards. See fingerboards
frets
conventions used in book, 28
dressing, 266
enharmonic equivalents, 302-303
harmonics, 258-260
neck component, 17, 19
number assignments, 28
refretting, 266
fretted hammer-ons, clawhammer
techniques, 117
fretting
chord diagrams, 47-51
chords, 23
conventions used in book, 28
fretted pull-offs, 108-109
ghosting the chord, 61
hammer-ons, 105-107
left-hand finger action, 28
left-hand finger position, 17, 22
left-hand techniques, 35-37
one-finger-per-fret rule, 180
pitch adjustments, 22
friction pegs, beginner level banjos, 202

o(Goe

G chord
chord diagram, 49, 50
pinch patterns, 66
tablature conventions, 63
G fill-in licks, Scruggs-style, 166
G licks, Scruggs-style, 163
G major chord, G tuning, 38-39
G tuning
G major chord, 38-39
notes, 302-303
GarageBand, recording software, 242
gauges, strings, 229-230
gear buying guide
bridges, 243-244
capos, 231-236
cases, 221-226
computer programs, 241-243
“D” tuners, 246-247
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drum machines, 238-241

electronic tuners, 236-238

heads, 244-245

metronomes, 238-241

picks, 230-231

straps, 231

strings, 227-230

tailpieces, 245-246
geared pegs, beginner level banjos, 202
ghosting, shifting between chords, 61
GHS strings, 230
Gibson

bluegrass banjos, 207

Masertone, vintage instrument, 215

strings, 230
gig bags, gear buying guide, 224-225
G-major scale

developing, 127-130

melodic style, 170-172
goal setting, practice sessions, 286
Gold Star bluegrass banjos, 207
Gold Tone

beginner level banjos, 203

hard-shell cases, 224
Golden Gate

hard-shell cases, 224

thumbpicks, 86
guitar banjos, characteristics, 15
guitar style, classic banjo, 152
guitars

flatpicks, 84-85

reference tuning, 46

strings/pitches versus five-string banjo, 14
gut strings, gear buying guide, 228-229

o o

half step, note movement, 43
hammer-ons
bluegrass techniques, 121-123
clawhammer techniques, 116-117
fretted, 105-107
left hand techniques, 104-107
open-string, 104-105
hard-shell cases, buying guide, 224-225
harmonics, bridge settings, 258-260

head
banjo element, 17, 19-20
beginner level banjos, 197
electric banjos, 213
gear buying guide, 244-245
Mylar, 244-245
pot component, 19-20
swapping out, 244-245
tension adjustments, 260-264
headstock. See peghead
heel, neck component, 19-20
hooks. See brackets
hoop rings, old-time player preference, 209
hot lick. See licks
Hot Licks for Bluegrass Banjo (Tony
Trischka), 173
Houw to Play The Five-String Banjo (Pete
Seeger), 292
Huber, bluegrass banjos, 207
Hunter, Parke, classic banjo composer, 153

o]e

improvisation, solo play, 69
index-leading roll, Scruggs-style, 159-160
Ingram, Kenny, strap positioning, 31-32
inlays, better-quality banjos, 211-212
instruments (other), reference tuning,
44, 46-47
internal microphone tuners, buying
guide, 237
internally geared tuners, buying guide, 247
Internet
archival resources, 290
banjo buying guide, 218
bluegrass festival resource, 282
instructor resource, 269

o]o

jam classes, playing opportunity, 272
jam sessions
backup playing, 69-70
closed jams, 275
counting out the rhythm, 55
electronic tuners, 44



322 Banjo For Dummies

jam sessions (continued)
etiquette, 275-276
fiddle tunes, 174-175
group enhancement, 24
impromptu get-togethers, 67
jam classes, 272
lead playing, 68-69
locating, 272
playing opportunity, 271-272
preparations, 273-274
slow jams, 272
when to join in, 274-275

Jarrell, Tommy, clawhammer influence, 292

Jason Romero open-back banjos, 207
John Pearse strings, 230
Jones banjo pickups, 212

oo

Keith, Bill
internally geared tuners, 247
melodic style development, 169, 293
Kel Kroyden bluegrass banjos, 207
Kevin Enoch open-back banjos, 207
kick offs, solos, 167

o/ o

LaBella strings, 230
lead playing, jam sessions, 68-69
left hand
choke and release technique, 112
chokes, 111-113
chord diagram positioning, 47-51
clawhammer pull-offs, 110
conventions used in book, 28
Foggy Mountain choke, 111-112
fretted pull-offs, 108-109
fretting techniques, 17, 22, 23, 28, 35-37
hammer-ons, 104-107
melody note techniques, 135-138
open string, 22
open-string pull-offs, 107-108
patterns, 23
pre-choke technique, 112
pull-off, 107-110
shifting between chords, 60-62
slide techniques, 100-103

left handed players
banjo buying guide, 203
banjo orientation issues, 29
licks
C, 164
chord associations, 161-162
D, 165
fill-in, 162
G, 163
G fill-in, 166
Scruggs-style, 161-167
solo combination, 167
loop-end strings, gear buying guide,
227-228
Louzee bluegrass banjos, 207

ol o

Macintosh
recording software, 242
slow-downer programs, 241
Macon, Dave, folksy style, 293
maintenance
appearance guidelines, 264-265
bridge settings, 258-260
head tension, 260-264
repairperson situations, 266
string replacement, 250-257
major chords, listing, 300
major scales
D-major, 129
G-major, 127-130
mandobanjos. See mandolin banjos
mandolin
flatpicks, 84-85
reference tuning, 46
mandolin banjos, characteristics, 15
Martin/Vega strings, 230
Mclntyre banjo pickups, 212
measure (bar), rhythm element, 58
measures, song learning technique, 289
melodic style banjo
C-major scale, 172
development history, 169-170
G-major scale, 170-172
improvisations, 173-174
left-hand fingerings, 174
lick/scale keys, 173
quick note melodies, 173
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roll patterns, 173
scales, 157, 169-173
songs, 174-175
melody note + brush + 5th string exercise,
clawhammer technique, 80-81
melody notes. See also notes
chord progressions, 133
clawhammer technique, 78, 114
enhancement opportunities, 133
first beat chord changes, 133
left hand techniques, 135-138
major scales, 127-130
pattern adjustments, 133
rhythm maintenance, 133
right hand techniques, 132-135
scales, 24, 126-130
meter, rhythm element, 57
metronome
counting out the rhythm, 55
gear buying guide, 238-241
middle-leading roll, Scruggs-style, 159-160
MIDI interface, electric banjos, 212
minor 7th chords, listing, 301
minor chords, listing, 300
minstrel banjo
blackface minstrels, 147-149
clawhammer transition, 149, 150
development history, 147-149
dotted notes, 150
double-thumbing patterns, 150
drop-C tuning, 149-150
triplets, 150
Morley, Joe, classic banjo composer, 153
music lessons
benefits, 268-269
referrals, 269
teacher selection criteria, 270-271
music stores
banjo buying guide, 216-219
beginner level banjo setup, 204
Music Theory For Dummies (Michael
Pilhofer/Holly Day), 153
musical formats, banjo’s versatility, 12-13
mutes, banjo volume control, 45
Myar heads, humidity/breakage
resistance, 244

o\ o

Nassau-Kennedy, A. H. “Colorado Buck
Dance,” 154, 155
National
fingerpicks, 87
thumbpicks, 86
Nechville
bluegrass banjos, 207
Meteor electric banjos, 213-214
neck
5-string versus plectrum banjos, 15-16
banjo construction element, 13
better-quality banjos, 210
cleaning, 264
fingerboard, 17, 19
frets, 17, 19
heel, 19-20
nut, 19-20
peghead, 17, 19
polishing, 265
truss rod, 19-20
tuning pegs, 17, 19
neck angles
seated playing posture, 33
standup playing posture, 34-35
New and Complete Method for the Banjo
(Frank B. Converse), 151
nickel-plated strings, buying guide, 228-229
no knot tailpieces, gear buying guide, 246
notes. See also melody notes
dotted, 150
enharmonic equivalents, 302-303
flags, 65
flat, 28
G tuning, 302-303
half step, 43
order of, 42-43
sharp, 28
stem, 64
tablature conventions, 62-63
time signatures, 57
nut
beginner level banjos, 198
chord diagram representation, 47-48
neck component, 19-20
nylgut strings, gear buying guide, 229
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o () o

octaves, G tuning, 38-39
old-time camps, guidelines, 279
Ome open-back banjos, 207
one-finger-per-fret rule, single-string
style, 180
one-piece necks, better-quality banjos, 210
open G chord, pinch patterns, 65-66
open G-major scale, single-string style, 179
open strings, unfretted, 22
open, unfretted strings, 28
open-back banjo
banjo buying guide, 192-196
classic banjo instruments, 153
five-string style, 17-18
string action, 195
tone rings, 209
open-string hammer-ons
clawhammer techniques, 117
left hand techniques, 104-105
order of notes, tuning essential, 42-43
Osborne, bluegrass banjos, 207
Ossman, Sylvester (Vess), classic
performer, 294-295
overtones, tailpiece elimination, 245

opPe

pattern adjustments, melody notes, 133
peghead, neck component, 17, 19
phrases, kick offs, 167
pianos, reference tuning, 46
pickers, melody integration, 126-138
picking, string striking motion, 40
picks, gear buying guide, 230-231
pickups, electric, 212-213
Pikelny, Noam, single-string style, 176
Pilhofer, Michael (Music Theory For
Dummies), 153

pinch patterns, right hand techniques, 65-67
pitch. See also sounds

5-string banjo versus guitar, 14

5th string characteristics, 14

flat note, 28

G tuning, 38-39

octaves, 38-39

sharp note, 28

string adjustments, 21-22, 256

plating
better-quality banjos, 211-212
cleaning, 265
plectrum banjos, characteristics, 14-16
pot. See also sound chambers
armrest, 19, 21
banjo element, 17-21
beginner level banjos, 196-197
brackets, 19-20
bridge, 19, 21
coordinating rods, 21
flange, 21
head, 19-20
head tightening, 261-264
resonator, 21
resonator screw, 21
rim, 19-20
stretcher band, 20
tailpiece, 19, 21
tone ring, 20
practice sessions
active listening, 285
goal setting, 286
length, 286
progress tracking, 290
repertoire, 290
right hand focus, 288
song measures, 289
speed increases, 288-289
tablature, 287
warm up routines, 287
pre-choke
left hand technique, 112
tablature indicator, 112
presto-style tailpieces, buying guide,
245-246
Price flight cases, 226
progress tracking, practice sessions, 290
progressions, chord, 58-62
Propik
fingerpicks, 87
thumbpicks, 86
pull-offs
bluegrass techniques, 123
clawhammer techniques, 110, 117-119
fretted, 108-109
left hand techniques, 107-110
open-string, 107-108
push-off. See pull-off
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-

questions, music teachers, 270

o R o

radiused fingerboards, better-quality
banjos, 210

railroad spikes, 5th-string capos, 235-236
rapping. See clawhammer
Recording King

bluegrass banjos, 207

open-back banjos, 207
recording software, gear buying guide, 242
reference tuning

electronic tuners, 42-44

other instruments, 44, 46-47
relative tuning

high to low, 41

low to high, 40-41
Reno, Dan

three-finger development, 294

single-string style, 176
repair/maintenance, 25
repairpersons, when to consult, 266
repertoires, practice session, 290
resonator banjos

banjo buying guide, 192-194

better-quality banjos, 210

development history, 193, 196

five-string style, 17-18

polishing, 265

pot component, 21
resonator screw, pot component, 21
rest sign, note tablature, 64
Reunion Blues, gig bags, 224
rhythm

beats, 56-57

downbeat, 58

dotted notes, 150

measure (bar), 58

melody notes, 133

meter, 57

song element, 54-58

tablature representations, 64-65

tempo, 57

time and duration aspect, 57

time signatures, 57
triplets, 150
right hand
bluegrass (up-picking) technique, 73-74,
83-98, 114
bluegrass anchor fingers, 94
clawhammer (down-picking) technique,
73-83, 114
conventions, 28
double-thumbing patterns, 150
patterns, 23
melody note techniques, 132-135
picking (string striking) motion, 40
pinch patterns, 65-67
positioning techniques, 75-77
practice session focus, 288
Scruggs-style roll patterns, 158-161
single-string style, 176-178
string striking exercises, 77-81
right-hand index/middle finger exercise,
bluegrass technique, 92
right-hand thumb exercise, bluegrass
technique, 92
rim
beginner level banjos, 197
better-quality banjos, 207-208
pot component, 19-20
roll patterns
alternating-thumb roll, 159-160
backward roll, 159-160
bluegrass technique, 93, 95-96
Foggy Mountain roll, 159-160
forward roll, 159-160
forward-backward roll, 159
forward-reverse roll, 159-160
index-leading roll, 159-160
melodic style, 173
middle-leading roll, 159-160
Scruggs-style, 158-161

oS e

Sammy Shelor fingerpicks, 87
Sampson, Rick, custom bridges, 244
scales

major, 127-130

melodic style, 157, 169-173

melody beginning points, 127
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scales (continued)
melody notes, 24, 126-130
single-string style, 157-158, 176, 178-182
Scruggs, Earl, bluegrass (up-picking)
development, 74, 83, 157, 291
Scruggs-style. See also three-finger style
alternating-thumb roll, 159-160
backward roll, 159-160
bluegrass technique, 158
fill-in licks, 162
Foggy Mountain roll, 159-160
forward roll, 159-160
forward-backward roll, 159
forward-reverse roll, 159-160
index-leading roll, 159-160
kick offs, 167
lick solo combination, 167
licks, 161-167
middle-leading roll, 159-160
roll patterns, 158-161
songs, 167-169
seated position, banjo adjustments, 33
2nd-string
G-major scale, 129-130
harmonics, 258-260
open B notes, 303
replacement guidelines, 251-256
Seeger, Mike, folk banjo styles, 293
Seeger, Pete
Houw to Play The Five-String Banjo, 292
open-back banjo preference, 196
setup, sound preferences, 250
7th chords, listing, 301
sharp, conventions used in book, 28
shell. See rim
Showcase 41 fingerpicks, 87

Sinful Tunes and Spirituals: Black Folk Music

to the Civil War (Dena Epstein), 146
single-string style
alternating thumb roll, 177
closed G-major scale, 180-181
D-major scale, 181-182
forward roll, 178
one-finger-per-fret rule, 180
open G-major scale, 179
right-hand patterns, 176-178
scale-based melodies, 176
scales, 157-158, 178-182
slow speed workup, 182

smooth/flowing sound, 182
songs, 183-185
thumb/index finger pattern, 177
woodshedding, 182
slide-mounted 5th-string capos, gear
buying guide, 235
slides
3rd-string, 101-102
4th-string, 102-103
bluegrass techniques, 120-121
clawhammer techniques, 115-116
left-hand techniques, 100-103
slow jams, playing opportunity, 272
slow-downer programs, gear buying guide,
241-242
Smith, Snuffy, custom bridges, 244
soft-shell cases, buying guide, 224-225
solid body electrics, structural features, 213
soloist. See picker
solos, kick offs, 167
songs
“Arkansas Traveler,” 183
“Banjo Cascade,” 174
“Banjoisticus,” 154, 156
“Boil Them Cabbage Down,” 62, 67, 139
chord progressions, 58-62
“Colorado Buck Dance,” 154, 155
counting out the rhythm, 55
“Cripple Creek,” 139, 140
“Earl’s Breakdown,” 247
“Everyday Breakdown,” 167-168
“Farewell Blues,” 149
“Flint Hill Special,” 247
“Frere Jacques,” 130-131
“Goodbye Liza Jane,” 140, 141
“Ground Hog,” 141, 142
“Hard Times,” 151-152
“Home Sweet Home,” 149
“Juba,” 151
“Meadows of Dan,” 187
melodic style, 174-175
melody notes, 24, 126-138
pinch patterns, 65-67
“Pompey Ran Away,” 146
practice session guidelines, 289
practice techniques, 60
“Red River Valley,” 56, 59, 67, 131-132,
134, 135, 137, 138
“Reno’s Rag,” 184
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rhythm element, 54-58
Scruggs-style, 167-169
“Shortening Bread,” 168-169
single-string style, 183-185
“Turkey in the Straw,” 174-175
“Winston’s Jig,” 185
Sosobee, Gary, custom bridges, 244
sound chambers, resonator versus open-
back banjos, 192-194
sound chambers. See also pot
sounds. See also pitch
banjo’s attraction, 12
setup preferences, 250
speed rates, practice sessions, 288-289
spikes, 5th-string capos, 235-236
staff, measure (bar) indication, 58
stainless-steel strings, buying guide, 228-229
standing position, banjo adjustments, 34-35
Stecher, Jody
seated playing posture, 33
standing posture, 34-35
steel string sets, buying guide, 228-229
Stelling, bluegrass banjos, 207
stems, note tablature, 64
steps, note movement, 43
straight-line tailpieces, gear buying guide,
245-246
straps
adjustments, 29-33
attachment methods, 30-31
banjo versus guitar, 30
gear buying guide, 231
stress marks (/), strum indicator, 59
stretcher band
head tightening, 261-264
pot component, 20
string action
beginner level banjos, 197-199
bridges, 244
clawhammer technique, 195
coordinating rods, 21
string gauges, gear buying guide, 229-230
string spacing, beginner level, 200-201
strings
5-string banjo versus guitar, 14
ball-end, 227-228
chord diagram representation, 47-48

chord diagrams, 28

cleaning, 264

conventions used in book, 28

electric banjos, 213

electronic tuning, 42-44

fretting, 17, 22

gauges, 229-230

gear buying guide, 227-230

guitar banjos, 15

gut, 228-229

loop-end, 227-228

mandolin banjos, 15

nickel-plated, 228-229

number assignments, 28

nylgut, 229

open, 22

open (unfretted), 28

picking motion, 40

pitch adjustments, 21-22, 256

relative tuning, 40-41

replacement guidelines, 251-257

stainless-steel, 228-229

steel string sets, 228-229

tablature conventions, 62-63

tailpiece attachment point, 252-253

tuning peg adjustments, 21

tuning post attachment point, 254-256

vibration actions, 21-22

when to change, 250-251
strumming, chord progressions, 58-59
Sullivan bluegrass banjos, 207
Superior Trailpak gig bags, 224
system requirements, 305-306

o e

tablature
choke and release indicator, 112
dotted notes, 150
notation conventions, 62-63
note flags, 64
note stems, 64
practice session guidelines, 287
pre-choke indicator, 112
rest sign, 64
rhythm representations, 64-65
versus chord diagrams, 46
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tailpiece
down adjustment, 245
gear buying guide, 245-246
no knot, 246
overtone elimination, 245
pot component, 19, 21
presto-style, 245-246
straight-line style, 245-246
string attachment point, 252-253
string type criteria, 227-228
taking a solo/break. See lead playing
teachers
referral resources, 269
selection criteria, 270-271
tempo
counting out the rhythm, 55
rhythm element, 57
slow-downer programs, 241-242
Tennessee, bluegrass banjos, 207
tenor banjos, characteristics, 14-16
tension hoop
head tightening, 261-264
pot component, 20
terms, conventions, 28
3rd-string
clawhammer pull-offs, 118
clawhammer slides, 115-116
G-major scale, 127-130
harmonics, 258-260
left hand slides, 101-102
open G notes, 303
replacement guidelines, 251-256
Thompson, Bobby, melodic style
development, 169
three-finger picking. See bluegrass
three-finger style. See also Scruggs-style
Earl Scruggs, 157
Scruggs/melodic/single-string
combinations, 186-187
three-four (3/4) time, waltz-time music, 57
thumb
chord progressions, 59-60
thumbpick positioning, 86
thumb in-and-out roll. See alternating
thumb roll
thumb/index finger pattern, single-string
style, 177

thumbpicks
blade angles, 84-85
bluegrass technique, 84-86
gear buying guide, 230-231
positioning, 86
versus flatpicks, 84
thumb-roll hammer-ons, bluegrass
techniques, 122
thumb-roll slides, bluegrass techniques, 120
time signatures, rhythm element, 57
tone rings
beginner level banjos, 197
bell brass, 209
better-quality banjos, 208-210
development history, 209
hoop rings, 209
pot component, 20
tones, head tension relationships, 260-261
towels, banjo mute, 45
tradition, resonator versus open-back
banjos, 195
triplets, minstrel banjo, 150
Trischka, Tony, 173, 176, 295
truss rod, neck component, 19-20
T-shirts, banjo mute, 45
Tubaphone, replica tone rings, 209-210
tuners. See also tuning pegs
beginner level banjos, 200-202
cam-type, 246
chromatic, 236
clip-on, 237
“D,” 246-247
electronic, 42-44, 236-238
internal microphone, 237
internally geared, 247
tuning
capo procedures, 234
drop-C, 149-150, 153
essential skill, 23
flat note, 28
G major chord, 38-39
order of notes, 42-43
reference, 41-47
relative, 39-41
sharp note, 28
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tuning pegs

five-string banjos, 13-14

friction versus geared, 202

neck component, 17, 19

pitch adjustments, 21

string attachment point, 254-256
Turner’s Banjo Budget “Colorado Buck

Dance,” 154, 155

olf o

up the neck, left hand movement, 17

up-picking. See bluegrass

up-the-neck chord diagrams, finger
positioning, 48-49

up-the-neck chords, classic banjo, 153

oo

vamping, chording technique, 70

Vega, open-back banjos, 207

vintage instruments, banjo buying guide,
215-216

volume controls, banjo mutes, 45

o/ o

Wadsworth, David, custom bridges, 244
warm up routines, practice sessions, 287
Web site

Amazing Slow Downer, 241-242

American Banjo Camp, 279

American Banjo Fraternity, 154

archival resources, 290

Augusta Heritage Center, 279

Banjo Camp North, 279

banjo camps, 279

banjo resources, 241

Banjo.com, 219

Bluegrass at the Beach, 279

bluegrass camps, 279

Bluegrass First Class, 281

Bluegrass Unlimited, 282

California Bluegrass Association, 282

California Bluegrass Association’s Music

Camp, 279
Camp Bluegrass, 279
Denver Folklore Center, 219

Digital Library of Appalachia at Berea
College, 290
Dusty Strings, 219
Elderly Instruments, 219
festival listings, 282
First Quality Music, 219
Friends of Old Time Banjo, 290
Gettysburg Bluegrass Festival, 282
Greg Boyd’s House of Fine Instruments, 219
Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, 281
Gruhn Guitars, 219
Gryphon Stringed Instruments, 219
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, 280
Jack Hatfield Music, 219
Janet Davis Music Company, 219
Mandolin Brothers, 219
Mass Street Music, 219
McPeake’s Unique Instruments, 219
MerleFest, 280-281
Midwest Banjo Camp, 279
Music Emporium, The, 219
NashCamp Fall Banjo Retreat, 280
NashCamp Sonny Osborne Banjo
Retreat, 279
NashCamp’s Bluegrass Weeks, 279
nativeandfine.com, 186
Old Time Herald, The, 282
old-time camps, 279
Pete Wernick’s Winter Banjo Camps, 279
Peter Wernick, 290
Picker’s Supply, 219
printable rulers, 199
Swannanoa Gathering, 279
Sylvester (Vess) Ossman, 295
teacher directories, 269
Telluride Bluegrass Festival, 281
Turtle Hill Banjo Company, 219
Wiley Product Technical Support, 311
Wintergrass, 281
YouTube, 242-243
West Africa, banjo development, 145-147
whole step, note movement, 43
Whyte Laydie replica tone rings, 209
Wildwood open-back banjos, 207
Williams bluegrass banjos, 207
Windows Media Player, slow-downer
capability, 241
Windows PC, recording software, 242
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woods
better-quality banjo rims, 207-208
necks, 210
woodshedding, single-string style, 182
workshops
banjo enthusiasts, 24-25
playing/learning opportunity, 276-278
wrenches, banjo bracket, 262-264

oyo

YouTube, banjo-related videos, 242-243

o/ o

Zookies thumbpicks, 86





















