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Getting There

Your options for getting in and out of the area include scheduled buses
and trains that run from Glasgow to towns and terminals such as
Wemyss Bay, Largs, and Ayr in Ayrshire and Oban in Argyll. If you're
ambitious, however, and want to fully explore the Cowal or Kintyre
peninsulas or the Clyde coastline, a car is your best choice.

v By car: From Glasgow, the main road to Ayrshire is the M77 (A77)
from the city’s south side. It’s the fastest route to towns such as
Troon, Ayr, and points further south, such as Culzean. You can also
drive west on the M8, along the Clyde to Greenock or Gourock, con-
necting to the A78, which goes south along the Firth of Clyde to
ports such as Wemyss Bay or Ardrossan. To get to Argyll, take the
A82 from the West End of Glasgow north toward Tarbet (there are
several Tarbets in Scotland, but this one is on the shores of Loch
Lomond). From Tarbet, you can take the A83 to Inveraray and down
the Kintyre Peninsula. The fastest route to Oban is the A82 from
Tarbet: Go north along Loch Lomond to Crianlarich and Tyndrum,
where the A85 goes west to Oban.

v By train: First ScotRail (@ 0845-748-4950; www.firstscotrail.
com) service overlaps with the the greater Glasgow rail service
operated by Strathclyde Passenger Transport (SPT) (T 0141-333-
3708; www.spt.co.uk). Between the two (and they’re largely inter-
changable, unless you'’re a dedicated trainspotter), you have
reasonably frequent service from Glasgow to Ayrshire and Argyll.
Remember, however, that trains to Ayrshire depart from Central
Station, while those heading toward Loch Lomond and Oban leave
from Queen Street Station. A one-way journey to Ayr costs £5.50

($10).

v By bus: From Glasgow, Scottish Citylink (T 0141-332-9644 or 0870-
550-5050; www.citylink.co.uk) runs buses to Western Scotland,
including towns such as Oban, Inverary, and Cambeltown.
Stagecoach Express (T 01292-613-500) also runs buses to Ayr
twice an hour during the week from Glasgow’s Buchanan Street
bus terminal. The round-trip fare to Ayr is §7.40 ($13.75).

v By ferry: Caledonian MacBrayne (T 01475-650-100; www .
calmac.co.uk) — or “CalMac,” as it’s more colloquially known —
serves 22 islands and 4 peninsulas over the West Coast of Scotland.
From Gourock, you can reach Dunoon on the Cowel Peninsula or
cross the Clyde north to Helensburgh (no cars). Ferries from
Wemyss Bay go to Rothsay on the isle of Bute. The boat for Brodick
on Arran departs from Ardrossan. Connections between train sta-
tions and ferry terminals are fairly well linked.

CalMac has some competition from another company, Western
Ferry (@ 01496-840-681), which, for example, runs a route to
Dunoon from Greenock. And, Seacat (G 08705-523-523) hydrofoils
arrive in the Ayrshire port of Troon from Belfast in Northern Ireland.
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Spending the Night

When it comes to accommodations, you may want to stay on the main-
land in larger towns such as Ayr, Inveraray, or Oban for the sake of con-
venience. Some other choice accommodations, however, are available in
more far-flung precincts. Some have even earned star ratings from the
tourist board; see Chapter 8 for a description of the rating system. In the
listings below, room rates generally include full breakfast, unless other-
wise stated. And don’t forget: You may well get a better deal than the
advertised “rack” rates.

Alexandra Hotel
$-$$ Oban

On the northern end of the Oban seafront, this hotel affords views of the
town and the waterfront. Once one of the largest buildings in town, this
stately pile has been refurbished and modernized. You can play a little
table tennis or snooker or simply paddle around in the large heated indoor
pool. The friendly staff will make your stay very comfortable, and the hotel
offers 24-hour room service. It also has accommodations especially cre-
ated for travelers with disabilities. Rooms are modestly furnished but
pleasing, with small bathrooms.

See map p. 289. North Pier, Oban. @ 01631-562-381. Fax: 01631-564-497. Rack rates:
£40-£80 ($74-$148) double. AE, DC, MC, V.

Ardanaiseig
$8$ Kilchrenan

This hotel is arguably the poshest and least accessible place listed in this
chapter, so if you seek a bit of luxury in an out-of-the-way corner, read on.
The Ardanaiseig (pronounced ard-na-sag) hotel is a stone Scottish baro-
nial pile built in the 1830s on the shores of Loch Awe; it sits at the end of
a curvy single-track road through the woods some 15 miles from Taynuilt
(on the road to Oban). The gardens are especially colorful in spring when
the rhododendrons are in bloom, but they have plenty of year-round inter-
est as well. The public spaces include a large drawing room with views of
the hotel’s own wee island in the loch. Evening meals, supervised by head
chef Gary Goldie, are especially memorable, and every day brings a dif-
ferent four-course menu. Guests can rent the gatehouse, called Rose
Cottage, which sleeps up to five. Another small cottage was being built
near the hotel’s pier in late 2004. The hotel, which prefers not to take small
children, closes for three weeks in January.

See map p. 287. 3 miles north of Kilchrenan, off the B845 from Taynuilt. & 01866-

833-333. Fax: 01866-833-222. www . ardanaiseig-hotel.com. Rack rates: £103-£138
($190-$255) double. AE, MC, V. Closed Jan—mid-Feb.
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The Argyll Hotel

$$ Inveraray

This Best Western-managed waterfront hotel overlooking the picturesque
Inveraray harbor is a pretty, white-stone building with green trim.
Originally built in 1750 to accommodate guests of nearby Inveraray Castle,
the Argyll is still putting up the castle’s many visitors. You'll find a lovely
atrium sitting room, a cozy formal dining area, and the beautiful wood-and-
gilt Argyll Bar. Each room is nicely put together, with blond wood furni-
ture. If you can, book a room with a view of Loch Fyne.

See map p. 287. Front Street. @ 01499-302-466. Fax: 01499-302-389. www . the -
argyll-hotel.co.uk. Rack rates: £90 ($166) double. AE, DC, MC, V.

De Vere Cameron House
$$$$ Luss

Posh and plush, the five-star Cameron House offers the premier lodgings
along the banks of Loch Lomond. The midrange deluxe rooms face the
loch, and the luxury suites are part of the original house and allow guests
to have their meals in their own sitting room with dining table. Guests also
can rent the hotel’s 46-foot cruiser, the Celtic Warrior, moored in the hotel’s
private marina. The fine dining option is the Georgian Room, which is not
suitable for children under 14; gentlemen are expected to don jackets and
ties. Smollets is the name of the hotel’s casual dining option.

See map p. 287. A82 north of Balloch, Dumbartonshire. @ 01389-755-565. www .
cameronhouse.co.uk. Rack rates: £245—£285 ($453-$527) double. AE, MC, V.

Drover’s Inn
$ Inverarnan

The stuffed, snarling, and slightly worn animals near this inn’s entrance
give a pretty good hint as to the nature of this rustic tavern with restaurant
and overnight rooms. The atmospheric pub usually has an open fire going,
barmen in kilts, and plenty of travelers by foot and car nursing their drinks.
The pub food is average, but the ambience of the place makes the Drovers
a worthwhile stop. The inn has 10 overnight units in the original house
built in 1705, and another 16 rooms in a new building in the rear. Rooms are
run of the mill and worn but comfortable enough.

See map p. 287. A82 at by Ardlui. @ 01301-704-234. www .droversinn.co.uk.
Rack rates: £46 (385) double. MC, V.

Fairfield House Hotel
$$8  Ayr

On the seafront near Low Green, this circa-1912 town house has been
restored and converted into a 44-unit hotel. The staff is attentive and will
help you arrange tee times at nearby golf courses. A noted designer of clas-
sic British interiors decorated the rooms in a country-house style. The
units are large and luxurious, many done in chintz; most of the bathrooms






















































