


Index 495
airlines

contact information, 67, 475–476
flying to Mexico, 66–69
security measures, 103–104

airports
Acapulco, 330–331
Cancún, 124
Cozumel, 178
Huatulco, 370
Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo, 294
Los Cabos, 413–414
Mexico City, 66
Puerto Escondido, 384
Puerto Vallarta, 228

Aktun Chen, 158, 209
Akumal

description of, 202
dining, 205

Akumal Dive Shop, 208
Akumal Vacations, 194
Alebrijes (Acapulco), 361
Alfarería Tlaquepaque, 269
All About Cabo (Web site), 453, 481
All About Cancún (Web site), 126
All Hotels on the Web (Web site), 78
Allegro Cozumel by Occidental, 174
all-inclusive

booking room at, 194
definition of, 3, 58, 75
Riviera Maya, 194–195

Alltournative, 209
American Express

contact information, 469
traveler’s check, 63

American Foundation for the Blind, 84
Amigos del Mar, 438
Ana’s Eco Tours, 391
Ancient Kingdoms of Mexico

(Davies), 33
Andrea (Puerto Vallarta), 237
Antillano (Cancún), 112
antojitos, 33, 492
Apartamentos Amueblados Valle

(Zihuatanejo), 285–286
apartment, renting, 75, 111
Apple Vacations, 72
applying for passport, 91–92

Aqua Deportes, 437
Aqua Safari, 187
Aquaworld, 146–147, 188
Arau, Alfonso (director), 34
archaeological sites

Cancún area, 29, 50, 51, 154–157, 459
Cozumel, 185, 189–190

Archie’s Wok (Puerto Vallarta), 238
architecture, 29–30
Arco Iris travel agency, 86
Arcoíris Hotel (Puerto Escondido), 380
Arrayán (Puerto Vallarta), 19, 238–240
art

contemporary, shopping for in Los
Cabos, 446–447

contemporary, shopping for in Puerto
Vallarta, 268–269

decorative and folk, shopping for in
Puerto Vallarta, 270

Huichol, 19, 266–267
Art & Harry’s (Puerto Escondido), 387
art walks in Puerto Vallarta, 275
Arte, Diseño y Decoración, 447
Atlantis Submarine, 153, 188
ATM, 62–63, 203, 469, 481
atole, 33, 491, 492
ATV tours

of jungle in Cancún, 151
in Los Cabos, 444

Autobuses Riviera, 200
Avalos Doña Celia (Santa Cruz), 374
Avenida Francisco Medina Ascencio

(Puerto Vallarta), 230
Avenida Juárez (San Miguel de

Cozumel), 179
Avenida Melgar (San Miguel de

Cozumel), 179–180
Avenida Tulum (Cancún), 127
Aventura Spa Palace (Riviera Maya),

194
Aventura Submarina, 392
Aztecs, 23, 25, 26

• B •
Baan Thai (Los Cabos), 422
Baby-O’s (Acapulco), 361
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Bahía Chahué, 366, 372, 376
Bahía de Banderas, 214, 250
Bahía de Huatulco, 18. See also

Huatulco
Bahía de Mujeres, 14, 144
Baikal (Acapulco), 337
Baja Peninsula, 432, 457. See also

Los Cabos
Baja Travel Guide (Web site), 453, 481
Baja Wild Expeditions, 437, 438
Baja’s Moto Rent, 437
Banderas Bay, 11, 18
Banderas Bay Trading Company, 270
Bandido’s (Zihuatanejo), 315
banks, 62
Bar Fly (Puerto Escondido), 395
Bar Hopper Tour, 165
Bar La Crema (Crucecita), 378
Barceló Ixtapa, 286, 315
Barceló La Jolla de Mismaloya, 254
Barcelona Tapas (Puerto Vallarta), 248
Barcos México, 179
Barquet, Ramiz (Nostalgia), 263
Barra Vieja beach (Acapulco), 349
Barrena, Francisco (horseman), 445
barro negro, 378
Bayless, Rick (Mexico, One Plate at a

Time), 34
Bays of Huatulco, 18. See also Huatulco
Bayside Properties, 85, 216–217
Bazaar Santa Fe, 394
B&B Caribo (Cozumel), 174
beach resorts, ratings of, 47
beaches

Acapulco, 344–349
best, 11, 14
Cancún, 144, 146
choosing between, 35–36
Cozumel, 185–186
Huatulco, 376
Hurricane Wilma, 110
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 306–310
Los Cabos, 418, 432–435
Puerto Escondido, 386, 390
Puerto Vallarta, 250, 252–255
riptides, 334, 345

vendors on, 267, 274, 459
water-safety pennant system, 144

beaded pieces, 267
bean dishes, 489
Beccofino (Ixtapa), 301
beer, 58, 491
Bennito’s (Puerto Vallarta), 240
Bernstein, Michelle (chef), 116
Berta’s (Taxco), 359
Best Western Posada Real (Puerto

Escondido), 380, 395
Better Business Bureau, 71
Bianco (Puerto Vallarta), 276
BiddingforTravel (Web site), 78
Bike Mex, 261
biking tour in Puerto Vallarta, 261
Bikini Brazil, 395
bird sanctuary

Cancún, 153
Los Cabos, 434

bird-watching tour
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 311
Puerto Vallarta, 262

birth certificate, 89–90
Blouet, Thierry (chef), 240
Blue Bay Getaway & Spa Cancún, 112
The Blue Iguana (Puerto 

Escondido), 395
Blue Parrot (Playa del Carmen), 210
boating. See also panga

Acapulco booze cruise, 351
Cozumel, 188
glass-bottom boat, 436
Huatulco, 365, 376–377
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 311–312
Lobster Dinner Cruise, 139
Los Cabos, 436
Puerto Escondido, 385
Puerto Vallarta, 231–232, 252,

255–256, 257–258
renting boat, 377
sunset sail, 457

Boca de Tomatlán (Puerto 
Vallarta), 254

Bodo’s (Puerto Morales), 205
Boingo, 102
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Bol Bahía, 355
booking

accommodations, 74–79
in advance, 69
trip online, 69–70

Books, Books, 448
books, recommended, 33–34
booze cruise, 351
botana, 492
bottled water, 61, 95, 462, 475
Boy on the Seahorse (sculpture), 263
Breakfast plan, 57
bribe, paying, 461
Bucanero Bar and Grill (Puerto

Escondido), 395
Bucerías, 214, 253
bucket shop, 68
budget, planning

cutting costs, 59–61
dining cost, 3, 57–58
hotel cost, 3, 56, 76
Los Cabos, 399
nightlife, 59
overview of, 55–56
shopping, 59
sightseeing, 58–59
tipping, 58
transportation cost, 56–57, 60

bullfighting
Acapulco, 352
Cancún, 161–162

bungalow, 285
Bungalows and Cabañas Acuario

(Puerto Escondido), 382
Bungalows Ley (Zihuatanejo), 286
The Bungalows (Los Cabos), 402
bungee jumping, 360
buñuelo, 492
Burton, Richard (actor), 264, 273
bus service

Acapulco, 332
Cancún, 128–129
Huatulco, 372
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 297
Los Cabos, 433
to Playa del Carmen, 200

Puerto Vallarta, 231
safety issues, 299

business hours, 469
Bustamante, Sergio (artist), 355
By the Grace of the Sea: A Woman’s

Solo Odyssey Around the World
(Henry), 258

• C •
C (Los Cabos), 410, 422, 424
cab service 

Acapulco, 332
Cancún, 125–126, 128
Cozumel, 180
Huatulco, 371, 372
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 296
Los Cabos, 417
Puerto Escondido, 385
Puerto Vallarta, 230

Cabaña del Pescador, 19
cabaña hotels, 193, 194
Cabañas Ana y José (Tulum), 195–196
Cabo Blanco (Puerto Escondido), 

388, 396
Cabo del Sol golf course

Desert Course, 442
Ocean Course, 441, 442

Cabo Expeditions, 437
Cabo Falso, 444
Cabo Inn (Los Cabos), 16, 402
Cabo Pacífica, 442
Cabo Real golf course, 441, 442–443
Cabo San Lucas

beaches, 435
description of, 45–46, 399, 400–401
dining, 421, 424, 428, 429
dining map, 425
getting around, 416–417
lodging, 16, 402, 409, 411
lodging map, 405
nightlife, 21, 450–453
shopping, 446
sportfishing, 18

Cabo Wabo Cantina (Los Cabos),
452–453
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Cafe Canela (Los Cabos), 424
café de olla, 464
Café des Artistes (Puerto Vallarta), 240
Cafe Dublín (Crucecita), 378
Café Huatulco, 378
Café Kaiser Maximilian (Puerto

Vallarta), 242
Café Max (Puerto Vallarta), 237
Café San Angel (Puerto Vallarta), 242
Café Santa Fe (Todos Santos), 449
Caffé Todos Santos (Todos Santos), 449
calendar of events, 49–52
Caleta beach (Acapulco), 345, 348
Caletas, excursion to, 256
Caletilla beach (Acapulco), 345, 348
calling code 

Acapulco, 333
Cancún, 129
Cozumel, 181
dialing, 474
Huatulco, 372
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 297
Los Cabos, 417
Nuevo Vallarta, 232
Puerto Escondido, 385
Puerto Morelos, 204
Puerto Vallarta, 232
Riviera Maya and Playa del 

Carmen, 204
Camino Real Acapulco Diamante, 321
Camino Real Zaashila (Tangolunda

Bay), 368
Cancún

area map, 145, 163
arriving in, 124–127
beaches, 14, 144, 146
choosing location to stay in, 110–111
Ciudad Cancún accommodations, 115
development of, 109
dining, 19, 132–142
Fast Facts, 129–131
getting around, 127–129
Hurricane Wilma, 14, 36, 37, 109, 110
Isla Cancún accommodations, 113
land sports, 149–151
lodging, 15, 16, 111–112, 114, 116–123

nightlife, 21, 165–168
overview of, 36–38
shopping, 20, 162–165
sightseeing, 161–162
telephone area code, 129
travelers with disabilities, 84
water activities, 146–149

Cancún Convention and Visitors
Bureau, 126, 479

Cancún Hideaways, 111
Cancún Mermaid, 148, 151
Cancún South (Web site), 481
Cancún Travel Guide (Web site), 126
Cancún.com (Web site), 126
canopy tour in Puerto Vallarta, 263
Canopy Tours de Los Veranos, 263
Cantera Tours, 392
Canto del Sol Tennis Club, 261
Capt. Rick’s Sportfishing Center, 209
Captain’s Cove (Cancún), 133
car, driving

Riviera Maya, 203
rules of road, 99
safety issues, 298–299

car rental agencies, 415, 476–477
car, renting

Acapulco, 333
Cancún, 126–127
Cozumel, 180
Huatulco, 371
Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo, 295
Los Cabos, 400, 414–415, 417
overview of, 57, 97–99
Puerto Escondido, 384
Puerto Vallarta, 231
Riviera Maya, 203–204

car seat, 81
Cárdenas, Lázaro, 28
Caribbean Fantasy, 194
Carlos ‘n Charlie’s

Cancún, 167
Cozumel, 191
Ixtapa, 316

Carlos O’Brian’s
Los Cabos, 422
Puerto Vallarta, 276
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Carlos Scuba, 310
Carnaval, 50
carnitas, 492
Carretera Transversal (Cozumel), 180
carry-on luggage, 105
Cartes, 447
Casa Cuitlateca (Zihuatanejo), 288
casa de cambio (house of 

exchange), 62
Casa de las Margaritas (Cancún), 134
Casa del Mar Golf Resort & Spa (Los

Cabos), 404
Casa Marina shopping complex, 314
Casa Mediterránea (Playa del 

Carmen), 206
Casa Natalia (Los Cabos), 17, 404
Casa Nova (Acapulco), 340
Casa Puntarenas (Zihuatanejo), 301
Casa Rafael’s (Los Cabos), 424
Casa Rolandi (Cancún), 142
Casa Tres Vidas (Puerto Vallarta),

217–218
CasaMagna Marriott (Cancún), 112, 114
Casanova, Victor (tour operator), 187
cash advance on credit card, 63
cash, traveling with, 62–63, 203
castas, 27
Cave of the Sleeping Sharks, 147
cavern diving, 208
cellphone, 100–101
cenote diving, 18, 187
Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention, 95, 479
Central Surf, 394
Centro Mexicano la Tortuga, 393
ceviche, 464, 492
Chaac (Maya rain god), 32
Chacahua Lagoon National Park, 392
Chahué Bay, 372, 376
change, getting, 61
Chankanaab National Park, 180, 186, 189
Charlie’s (Tulum), 205
chayote, 492
Chen Rio beach club, 186
Chichén Itzá

area map, 157
description of, 29
fall equinox, 51

spring equinox, 50
visiting, 156

Chico’s Dive Shop, 257
Chico’s Paradise (Puerto Vallarta), 246
chilaquiles, 245, 465
children

Acapulco, 43
dining in Los Cabos with, 422
entertaining, 81
hotel costs for, 56
Ixtapa, Zihuatanejo, 41, 284
keeping healthy, 96–97
Puerto Escondido, 45
Puerto Vallarta, 236
travel documents for, 90
traveling with, 80–81

chile pepper, 31–32, 490
chile relleno, 492
chiles en nogada, 428, 492
Christine

Ixtapa, 316
Puerto Vallarta, 278

Christmas, 49
Christmas Posadas, 52
churches

dress code for, 105
Iglesía de Guadalupe, 377
Iglesia de San Lucas, 445
Nuestra Señora de la Soledad, 353
parish, 30
Parish of Nuestra Señora de

Guadalupe, 264
Santa Prisca y San Sebastián, 357

Churrigueresque, 30
churro, 492
CICI water park, 350–351
cigars, 271, 448
Cinco de Mayo, 51
Cirrus ATM network, 62
citizenship, proof of, 89–90
The City (Cancún), 166
city tour of Puerto Vallarta, 265
Ciudad Cancún

description of, 37
dining map, 137
lodging, 111
lodging map, 115
restaurants, 127, 132

Index 499
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Classic Custom Vacations, 72
cliff divers, 352–353, 458–459
climate, 460
clothing

in Acapulco, 336
in church, 105
packing, 104–106
for restaurant dining, 132, 182, 236
shopping for in Los Cabos, 446
shopping for in Puerto Vallarta, 268
in town, 462

Club Akumal Caribe/Hotel Villas Maya
Club (Akumal), 196

Club Bananas Water Sports, 257
Club de Esquís, 349
Club de Golf Acapulco, 352
Club de Golf Cancún, 150
Club de Golf Ixtapa Palma Real, 312
Club de Tenis Hyatt, 352
The Club Grill (Cancún), 122, 134
Club Paco Paco (Puerto Vallarta), 280
clubs. See also dance clubs and discos

Acapulco, 359–360
Cancún, 165–166
gay and lesbian in Puerto 

Vallarta, 280
mens’, in Los Cabos, 453

cochinita pibil, 428
cocktail at sunset, 458
Coco Bongo (Cancún), 166
Coco Cabaña Collectibles, 314
Coconuts (Zihuatanejo), 301–302
Cocos Cozumel, 182–183
Coe, Michael D.

The Maya, 33
Mexico: From the Olmecs to 

the Aztecs, 33
coffee, 378
colectivo

Cancún, 125
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 295
Los Cabos, 415–416

Collage Club (Puerto Vallarta), 278
Colunga, Alejandro, sculpture by, 263
comal, 488
Comida Casera Toñita (Cozumel), 182
comida corrida, 490

Coming About, 258
communication, 462–463
Conchas Chinas, 216
Condesa beach (Acapulco), 348
condo, renting

Cancún, 111
Cozumel, 173
Los Cabos, 408
overview of, 75
Puerto Vallarta, 216–217
Riviera Maya, 194

connection kit, 102–103
consolidator, 68
Constantini Bar Lounge (Puerto

Vallarta), 241, 276
consulate, 470–471
Continental plan, 57
convents, 30
Cooperativa de Pescadores, 258
Copacabana Beach Resort 

(Xpu-Ha), 195
Copal, 447
Coral Reef Surf Shop, 253
the Corridor (Los Cabos)

beaches, 434–435
description of, 45, 46, 399, 400, 416
dining, 422, 424, 430, 431
dining map, 427
lodging, 404, 406, 408, 409–410, 412
lodging map, 407

Cortez, Hernán (explorer), 26
cost cutting tips, 59–61
Costa Linda Hotel (Acapulco), 324
Costera Sur (Cozumel), 180
costs

cutting, 59–61
dining, 3, 57–58
hotel, 3, 56, 76
Los Cabos, 399
nightlife, 59
overview of, 55–56
shopping, 59
sightseeing, 58–59
tipping, 58
transportation, 56–57, 60

country code, 474
Coyuca Lagoon, 345
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Cozumel

activities, 185–190
area map, 173
choosing location to stay in, 172
description of, 38–39, 171
dining, 19, 182–185
diving, 18
Fast Facts, 181–182
getting around, 179–180
nightlife, 191
shopping, 190–191
telephone area code, 181

Cozumel Country Club, 188
Cozumel Vacation Villas and 

Condos, 173
Cozumel.net (Web site), 481
crafts, shopping for

Cancún, 162
Los Cabos, 447
Puerto Vallarta, 269–270

credit card, 63, 64–65, 469–470
credit-reporting bureau, 65
criollos, 27
Crucecita, 366, 372
Crucecita Market, 377
cruising. See also panga

Acapulco booze cruise, 351
Cozumel, 188
glass-bottom boat, 436
Huatulco, 365, 376–377
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 311–312
Lobster Dinner Cruise, 139
Los Cabos, 436
Puerto Escondido, 385
Puerto Vallarta, 231–232, 252,

255–256, 257–258
renting boat, 377
sunset sail, 457

Cuadra San Francisco Equestrian
Center, 445

Cuca’s Blanket Factory, 447
cuisine

basic dishes, 488–490
best dishes, 464–466
eating out, 490–491
overview of, 31–33, 488
spiciness of, 461
Viva Mexico icon, 58

Cummings, Patricia (chef), 302
curandero section of market, 30–31
currency, 61–62, 470
currency conversion, 61, 62, 481
currency sign, universal, 62
customs

Acapulco, 330–331
Cancún, 124–125
description of, 92, 470
Huatulco, 371
Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo, 295
Los Cabos, 413–414
Puerto Vallarta, 228–229

cutting costs, 59–61
cybercafe, finding, 101
Cybercafes (Web site), 481

• D •
Dady Rock Bar and Grill (Cancún), 166
Dady’O (Cancún), 166
Daiquiri Dick’s (Puerto Vallarta),

242–243
Damiana (Los Cabos), 426
dance clubs and discos

Acapulco, 359–362
Los Cabos, 452–453
Puerto Vallarta, 278–279

Davies, Nigel (Ancient Kingdoms 
of Mexico), 33

day trips
from Acapulco, 355–359
from Huatulco, 378
from Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 314–315
in Los Cabos, 448–450
from Puerto Escondido, 392–394
from Puerto Vallarta, 271–274

de Santos Boutique (Puerto 
Vallarta), 268

de Santos (Puerto Vallarta), 243, 278
deep-sea fishing

Acapulco, 350
Cancún, 148–149
Cozumel, 188
Los Cabos, 438–440
Puerto Aventuras, 209
Puerto Vallarta, 258
Zihuatanejo, 311

54_787426 bindex.qxp  7/18/06  9:10 PM  Page 501



Mexico’s Beach Resorts For Dummies, 3rd Edition 502
dehydration, 96–97
dentist, finding, 470
destination wedding, 87–88
Día de Independencia, 51
Día de la Candelaria, 50
Día de la Constitución, 50
Día de los Muertos, 51
Día de Nuestra Señora de 

Guadalupe, 52
Día de Revolución, 52
Día de Reyes, 50
diarrhea, avoiding, 95–96
Díaz, Porfirio (general), 27–28
dining. See also cuisine

Acapulco, 336–343
best, 19
breakfast buffets, 58
Cancún, 132–142
choosing place to eat, 490
cost of, 3, 57–58
Cozumel, 182–185
cutting cost of, 61
Huatulco, 374–375
Isla Cancún, 135
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 300–305
Los Cabos, 421–431
Puerto Escondido, 387–390
Puerto Vallarta, 236–249
Riviera Maya, 205–207
taquería, 489, 490
Taxco, 358–359
tipping, 490–491
waiter, summoning, 491

dinner show, 375. See also Mexican
fiesta night

disability, traveler with, 83–85
discount rates, 60
Distant Neighbors (Riding), 34
Divers de México, 350
diving

Acapulco, 350
best, 18
Cancún, 147
cavern, 208
cenote, 18, 187
Cozumel, 172, 186–187
drift, 186

Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 310
Los Cabos, 438
Puerto Escondido, 392
Puerto Vallarta, 252, 255–256, 257
Riviera Maya, 207–208

doctor, finding, 470
Dolphin Adventure, 258–259
Dolphin Discovery

Cancún, 149
Cozumel, 189
Puerto Aventuras, 208

dolphins, swimming with
Cancún, 149
Chankanaab National Park, 189
Puerto Vallarta, 258–259
Riviera Maya, 208

Don Cafeto’s (Tulum), 205
Dorado Pacífico, 312–313
Dos Lunas, 447
Dreams Cancún Resort & Spa, 114
Dreams Puerto Vallarta, 218
dress code

in Acapulco, 336
in church, 105
for restaurant dining, 132, 182, 236
in town, 462

drift diving, 186
drift snorkeling, 148
drinking. See also tequila

beer, 58, 491
bottled water, 61, 95, 462, 475
legal age for, 461
liquor laws, 472–473
options for, 491

driving car
Riviera Maya, 203
rules of road, 99
safety issues, 298–299

driving tour, 444–445
drug laws, 470
drug use, illegal, 97, 234, 394, 461
dry season, 48
duty-free shopping

bringing goods home, 92
description of, 20
Los Cabos, 447

Dzibanché, 29
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• E •
Easter, 49
Eco Travels in Mexico, 480
eco-theme parks, 157–161
ecotourism. See Huatulco
ecotours

Puerto Escondido, 391
Puerto Vallarta, 262–263

Ecotours de México, 262
Ehécatl (wind god), 32
Eisenstein, Sergei (filmmaker), 34
El Amigo Miguel (Acapulco), 340
El Anclote (Puerto Vallarta), 252
El Arco (The Arch), 457
El Burro Borracho (Troncones), 315
El Cabrito (Acapulco), 340–341
El Cafecito (Puerto Escondido), 

19, 387, 388
El Chilar (Los Cabos), 426
El Cid La Ceiba Beach Hotel (Cozumel),

174, 176
El Cozumeleño Beach Resort, 176
El DexkiteLitros (Santa Cruz), 378
El Dorado Golf Course, 441, 443
El Dorado (Puerto Vallarta), 252
El Encanto Inn (Los Cabos), 406
El Faro Lighthouse Bar (Puerto

Vallarta), 277
El Garrafón National Underwater Park

drift diving, 147
entrance fee, 153
getting to, 151
snorkeling, 148

El Jardin (Puerto Escondido), 388
El Mexicano (Cancún), 167
El Mirador Acapulco (hotel), 324–325
El Mirador (Acapulco, restaurant), 19
El Moro (Cozumel), 183
El Nogalito (Puerto Vallarta), 246
El Olvido (Acapulco), 341
El Pabellon de San Sebastián, 273
El Repollo Rojo (Puerto Vallarta),

243–244
El Sabor de Oaxaca (Crucecita),

374–375

El Squid Roe (Los Cabos), 451
El Tecolote Libros, 450
El Tigre golf course, 214, 261
El Tubo (Puerto Escondido), 396
El Tuito, 262
El Tule beach (Los Cabos), 437
Elcano Hotel (Acapulco), 324
Elderhostel, 82–83
ElderTreks, 83
electricity, 470
embassy, 470–471
emergency, dealing with, 471–472
enchilada, 488–489, 492
enfrijolada, 488
English-Spanish phrases, 482–487
entering Mexico, 89
escabeche, 492
Escape, 446
escorted tour, 70
Espacio Meditative Temazcalli, 391
Esperanza (Los Cabos), 406
Espresso (Puerto Vallarta), 244
Esquivel, Laura (author), 34
Estas Son Las Mañanitas (Playa del

Carmen), 206
Estero San José, 434
Etc. Beach Club, 253
European plan, 58
events calendar, 49–52
exchange rate, 61, 62
exit tax, 64
Expedia online travel agency, 69, 77

• F •
Fajita Republic (Puerto Vallarta), 244
fall equinox, 51
Family Travel Files (Web site), 81
Family Travel Network (Web site), 81
family, traveling with

Acapulco, 43
dining in Los Cabos with, 422
entertaining, 81
hotel costs for, 56
Ixtapa, Zihuatanejo, 41, 284
keeping healthy, 96–97
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Puerto Escondido, 45
Puerto Vallarta, 236
travel documents for, 90
traveling with, 80–81

fare, getting lowest, 68–69
Fast Facts

Acapulco, 333–335
Cancún, 129–131
Cozumel, 181–182
description of, 4
Huatulco, 372–373
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 297–299
Los Cabos, 417–420
Puerto Escondido, 385–387
Puerto Vallarta, 232–235
Riviera Maya and Playa del 

Carmen, 204
fax, 474
ferry

from Cozumel, 179
to Isla Mujeres, 153

Fiesta Americana Condesa 
Acapulco, 325

Fiesta Americana Grand Aqua
(Cancún), 15, 114, 116

Fiesta Americana Grand Coral Beach
(Cancún), 116–117

Fiesta Americana Puerto Vallarta, 
218, 220

fiesta mexicana (Mexican fiesta) night
Cancún, 167–168
description of, 457
Ixtapa, 315
Los Cabos, 450–451
Puerto Vallarta, 275–276

filete almendrado, 374
filete empapelado, 374
fish, fresh, feasting on, 458
fishing

Acapulco, 350
Cancún, 148–149
Cozumel, 188
Los Cabos, 438–440
Puerto Aventuras, 209
Puerto Vallarta, 258
Zihuatanejo, 311

Fishing with Carolina, 258
Fish-R-Us, 350
Flamingo Cancún, 117
flauta, 489
Flor de Maria (Puerto Escondido), 382
flor de mayo, 489
flying to Mexico, 66–69
Flying Wheels Travel, 83
FMT (Mexican tourist permit), 90
folk art, shopping for

Los Cabos, 447
Puerto Vallarta, 270

folklore, 30–31
FONATUR destinations, 44, 365
Foreign Languages for Travelers 

(Web site), 481
Forum by the Sea, 164, 165
Four Seasons Resort Punta Mita, 

15, 220, 260
Fox, Vicente (president), 28
Francato, María (chef), 389
Freedom Paradise (Riviera Maya), 195
French Quarter (Cozumel), 183
French Riviera (Los Cabos), 426–427
Frida (movie), 34
frijoles charros, 492
frijoles refritos, 489, 492
Fuerte de San Diego, 353–354
Full American plan, 57
full fare, 68
Funjet Vacations, 72

• G •
Gala Resort (Tangolunda Bay), 368
Galería AL, 268
Galería de Todos Santos, 449
Galería des Artistes, 269
Galería Espacio Pal Kepenyes, 355
Galería Gattamelata, 447
Galería Pacífico, 269
Galería Uno, 269
Galería Wentworth Porter, 446
Galleria Dante, 269
Garbo’s (Puerto Vallarta), 280
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Garrafón National Park (El Garrafón

National Underwater Park)
drift diving, 147
entrance fee, 153
getting to, 151
snorkeling, 148

Garrafón Reefs, 153
gay and lesbian clubs, 280
gay or lesbian traveler, 85–86
Gelateria Giardino (Puerto 

Escondido), 387
gemstones, 20
gifts, shopping for

Los Cabos, 447
Puerto Vallarta, 269–270

Giggling Marlin (Los Cabos), 451
Gilbert, Marta (artist), 268
glass-bottom boat, 436
Glazz (Cancún), 134, 166–167
Global System for Mobiles (GSM), 100
gods and goddesses, 24–26, 32, 50
GOGO Worldwide Vacations, 72
Golden Cactus Studio-Gallery, 446–447
Golden Cookie Shop (Ixtapa), 302
golf

Acapulco, 351–352
best, 17
Cancún, 150
Cozumel, 188
Huatulco, 377
Ixtapa, 296, 312
Los Cabos, 46, 440–441, 442–443
Puerto Vallarta, 260–261
Riviera Maya, 209–210

gorditas, 492
GoToMyPC (Web site), 101
Gran Arrecife Maya (Great Mesoamer-

ican Reef), 147, 148
Gran Meliá Cancún, 150
Gran Noche Mexicana, 360
Grand Cozumel by Occidental, 174
Grant, Cary (actor), 326
Gray Line, 416, 436, 438, 445
Gringo Gulch, 264
GSM (Global System for Mobiles), 100
Guerrero, State of. See Acapulco

guide, using book as, 2
gusanos de maguey, 492
Güth, Bernhard (chef), 247

• H •
Hacienda Cancún, 117
Hacienda del Solar (Taxco), 357
Hacienda Jalisco (San Sebastián), 273
Hacienda San Angel (Puerto Vallarta),

221–222
Hacienda San José, 271–272
Hagar, Sammy (rock singer), 452
Hayek, Salma (actress), 34
health insurance, 94
health issues, 94–97, 472
Henriksson, Ulf (chef), 247
Henry, Pat (By the Grace of the Sea: 

A Woman’s Solo Odyssey 
Around the World), 258

Herman’s Best (Puerto Escondido), 389
Herrera, Shelly and Angel (chefs), 343
Hidalgo, Miguel (priest), 27
Hidden Worlds Cenotes, 208
hieroglyphs, 29
high season, 49
hiking tour of Puerto Vallarta, 261
Hilo (Puerto Vallarta), 278
Hilton Cancún Beach & Golf Resort,

117–118, 150
Hola Asia (Puerto Morales), 205
Honeymoon Vacations For Dummies

(Wiley Publishing, Inc.), 88
Hooters (Puerto Vallarta), 275
horchata, 492
Hornitos beach (Acapulco), 348
Hornos beach (Acapulco), 348
horseback riding

Acapulco, 352
Cancún, 150
Cozumel, 188–189
Ixtapa, 313
Los Cabos, 445
Puerto Vallarta, 261–262
Riviera Maya, 209

hot chocolate, 33, 491

54_787426 bindex.qxp  7/18/06  9:10 PM  Page 505



Mexico’s Beach Resorts For Dummies, 3rd Edition 506
hot line, 472
Hotel Caleta (Acapulco), 325–326
Hotel Casa Blanca (Puerto Escondido),

382–383
Hotel Emilia Castillo (Taxco), 358
Hotel Flor de María (Puerto

Escondido), 395
Hotel Jungla Caribe (Playa del

Carmen), 17, 196
Hotel Lagunita (Yelapa), 274
Hotel Los Arcos (Taxco), 357–358
Hotel Los Flamingos (Acapulco), 

16, 320, 326
Hotel Lunata (Playa del Carmen), 197
Hotel Margaritas (Cancún), 118
Hotel Misión (Acapulco), 326–327
Hotel Molino de Agua (Puerto Vallarta),

222–223
Hotel Ojo de Aqua (Puerto Morales),

198
Hotel Rancho Taxco Victoria 

(Taxco), 359
Hotel Raul 3 Marias (Zihuatanejo), 288
Hotel Sands (Acapulco), 327
Hotel Santa Fe (Puerto Escondido),

383, 395
Hotel Susy (Zihuatanejo), 288–289
Hotel Zone

Acapulco, 320
Ixtapa and Zihuatanejo, 297
Puerto Vallarta, 215, 219, 230, 253–254

hoteldiscount!com (Web site), 78
hotels, 74–75. See also lodging
Hotels.com (Web site), 77
Hotwire (Web site), 70, 78
H2O, 446
Huatulco

activities, 376–377
area map, 367
arriving in, 370–371
beaches, 376
choosing location to stay in, 366
day trip from, 378
description of, 43–44, 365, 371–372
dining, 374–375
Fast Facts, 372–373

getting around, 371
lodging, 16, 366, 368–370
nightlife, 378
shopping, 20, 377–378
telephone area code, 372

Huatulco Hotels Association, 479
Huatulco State Tourism Office, 479
huevos mexicanos, 492
huevos rancheros, 245, 492
Huichol art, 19, 266–267
Huichol Collection, 266–267
huitlacoche, 493
Humboldt House/Museo Virreinal de

Taxco, 357
Hummer Adventures (Outback 

Baja), 444
Hurricane Emily, 193
hurricane season, 48
Hurricane Wilma

Cancún, 14, 36, 37, 109, 110
Cozumel, 38
reef damage by, 186

Huston, John (director), 256, 273
Hyatt Regency Acapulco, 327–328

• I •
Iberostar Cozumel, 176–177
Iberostar Quetzal (Riviera Maya), 195
Icacos beach (Acapulco), 348
identification, lost or stolen, 65
identity theft or fraud, 65
Iglesía de Guadalupe, 377
Iglesia de San Lucas, 445
Ika Tako (Acapulco), 341
Il Giardino di Toni e Simone 

(Tulum), 205
Inari Maru (ship), 435
Incidents of Travel in the Yucatan, Vol. I

and II (Stephens), 34
INFOTUR help line, 472, 479
InnSite (Web site), 78
insurance

rental car, 98–99
travel, 93–94

Intellicast (Web site), 481
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Interactive Aquarium, 149
InterContinental Presidente Cozumel

Resort, 177
InterMar Cozumel Viajes, 185
International Association for Medical

Assistance to Travelers, 95
International Friendship Club home

tours, 265
International Gay and Lesbian Travel

Association, 85
Internet access, 101–103, 472
Internet Service Provider (ISP), 102
intomatada, 488
InTouch USA (Web site), 100–101
INTRAV tours, 83
iPass network, 102
Isla Cancún

description of, 37
dining map, 135
lodging, 127
lodging map, 113
restaurants, 132, 135

Isla Contoy, 148, 153
Isla de la Roqueta beaches, 348, 350
Isla Ixtapa, 308, 311
Isla Mujeres, 20, 151–153
Isla Mujeres Tourism Office, 479
ISP (Internet Service Provider), 102
Itzamná (Maya god above all), 32
IVA (value-added tax), 64, 474, 490–491
Ixchel (Maya goddess of water), 32
Ixtapa

area map, 307
arriving in, 294–295
beaches, 14, 306–310
choosing location to stay in, 284
description of, 41–42, 283–284
dining, 300–305
dining map, 303
Fast Facts, 297–299
getting around, 295–296
land sports, 312–313
lodging, 285–293
lodging map, 287
nightlife, 315–316
shopping, 313–314

side trips from, 314–315
sightseeing, 313
telephone area code, 297
water activities, 310–312

Ixtapa Golf Club, 296
Ixtapa Sportfishing Charters, 311, 350
Ixtapa Tourism Office, 479

• J •
J & J Habanos, 448
Jalisco, State of. See Puerto Vallarta
Jamiltepec, 391
J&B Salsa Club (Puerto Vallarta), 279
jeep rental, 462
jeep tour, 273
jewelry, shopping for

Los Cabos, 447
Puerto Vallarta, 270–271

John Grey’s (Puerto Morales), 205
John Huston’s Restaurant (Puerto

Vallarta), 254
Journey into Amazing Caves

(IMAX film), 208
Juárez, Benito, 27, 50
Juárez (street), 371
jugos, 33, 491
jungle cruise, 146–147
jungle restaurants (Puerto 

Vallarta), 246
JW Marriott Cancún, 114

• K •
Karen’s Place (Bucerías), 253
Kau-Kan (Zihuatanejo), 302
kayaking

best, 18
Los Cabos, 437
Puerto Vallarta, 262

Kid Friendly icon, 81
Kinich Ahau (Maya sun god), 32
Kit Kat Club (Puerto Vallarta), 276–277
Kukulcan Plaza, 164–165
Kukulkán (serpent god), 25, 32, 50
Kuzamil Snorkeling Center, 187–188
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• L •
La Bocana beach (Los Cabos), 437
La Bodeguita del Medio (Puerto

Vallarta), 275, 277
La Buena Vida (Akumal), 205
La Candelaria, 444
La Casa del Agua (Playa del 

Carmen), 206
La Casa del Feng Shui, 269–270
La Casa del Habano, 271
La Casa del Tequila, 271
La Casa Que Canta (Zihuatanejo), 

17, 289
La Choza (Cozumel), 183
La Colección de Sergio 

Bustamante, 355
La Coronela (Todos Santos), 449
La Destileria (Cancún), 136
La Dolce (Los Cabos), 428
La Dolce Vita (Cancún), 136, 138
La Esquina de los Caprichos (Puerto

Vallarta), 248
La Fisheria (Cancún), 138
La Fuente, 314
La Galería (Puerto Escondido), 389, 395
La Habichuela (Cancún), 138–139
La Isla Shopping Village, 164, 165
La Palapa (Puerto Vallarta), 245
La Paz, 448
La Peña (Crucecita), 378
La Perla (Playa La Ropa), 304
La Playita Inn (Los Cabos), 407–408
La Playita (Los Cabos), 434
La Posada del Capitán Lafitte (Riviera

Maya), 198
La Sirena Gorda (Zihuatanejo), 304
La Taberna de San Pascual (Puerto

Vallarta), 248
La Tarraya Restaurant/Bar (Playa del

Carmen), 206–207
La Torre Cancún, 162
La Ventana de Taxco (Taxco), 358
Labná (Cancún), 19, 136
Labor Day, 51
The Labyrinth of Solitude (Paz), 34

Ladatel phone card, 60
Laguna Grill (Cancún), 138
Laguna Nichupté, 127
language

English-Spanish phrases, 482–485
menu terms, 491–493
numbers, 485–486
speaking, 462–463, 472
transportation terms, 486–487

LANS department store, 268
Las Animas (Puerto Vallarta), 

216, 254–255
Las Brisas (Acapulco), 328
Las Brisas area of Acapulco, 320
Las Brisas Resort (Ixtapa), 289–290
Las Palmas (Crucecita), 368–369
Las Palomas (Puerto Vallarta), 245
Las Ventanas al Paraíso (Los Cabos),

15, 408, 430
last-minute deal, finding, 69–70
Latitude 22+ Roadhouse (Los Cabos),

451–452
Laura López Labra Designs, 268
law, Mexican

drug use, 97, 234, 394, 461, 470
liquor, 472–473

Le Café d’Amancia (Puerto 
Morales), 205

Le Méridien Cancún Resort & Spa, 
15, 118–119

legal aid, 472
Legorreta, Ricardo (architect), 123
Liberty Travel (Web site), 71
licuados, 33, 465, 491
Like Water for Chocolate (movie), 34
Liquid Blue Divers, 187
liquor laws, 461, 472–473, 491
Lobby Lounge (Cancún), 122, 167
Lobster Dinner Cruise, 139
Lobster House (Cozumel), 184
locking luggage, 104
Loco Gringo, 194
lodging

Acapulco, 321–329
all-inclusive, 3, 58, 75, 194–195
best good-value, 16
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