
The Best of London 
from $95 a Day

London is one of the most expensive cities in the world, but that doesn’t mean you
can’t enjoy a marvelous, affordable vacation there. That’s why this guidebook was writ-
ten. Here are some of the best sightseeing, lodging, and dining options for travelers
who want a great vacation without breaking the bank.

1

1 Frommer’s Favorite London Moments
• Roam Along the River. I’m torn

between two favorite strolls. A newly
spruced-up walk runs uninterrupted
along the south bank of the Thames
from the British Airways London
Eye, opposite the Houses of Parlia-
ment, to Southwark, past a score of
must-visit sights, including the Tate
Modern and the Millennium Bridge,
to Tower Bridge and beyond. For a
different but just as lovely pedestrian
perspective on London, take the foot-
path heading west from Putney along
the river. The luminous tunnel of
trees leads past the world’s largest
urban wetland sanctuary to Ham-
mersmith Bridge. Cross over there for
a pint at one of the pubs between the
string of north-bank boathouses.

• Take to the Streets. It’s not just
Covent Garden where strollers can
watch great street entertainment
while grazing. Millions have gone
into refurbishing the courtyard at
Somerset House, on the other side of
the Strand, and there’s nearly always
something going on there. The sum-
mer cafe on the river terrace is one of
the most delightful cheap lunch spots

in town. Another favorite pastime is
to pick up the Sunday paper and
head to Soho for a late breakfast at
one of the tempting patisseries. With
the throngs of locals and visitors, it
has a wonderful urban buzz.

• Get a Rooftop View. The giant
British Airways London Eye (p. 160)
slowly lifts you 135 feet in the air for
a staggering 25-mile view across the
city. There are also stunning panora-
mas from the dome of St. Paul’s
Cathedral, from the tower of West-
minster Cathedral, and from the
Wellington Arch at Hyde Park Cor-
ner. But you have to get out your wal-
let to enjoy all of these bird’s-eye
views. Savvy travelers head for an
unofficial picnic spot—the glass-
walled corner room on level 7—at
our favorite freebie, Tate Modern 
(p. 172). For another great city pro-
file, just walk across Tower Bridge.

• Time-Travel into Pageantry from
the Past. The Brits have had cen-
turies to practice their pomp and cir-
cumstance, which is why they’ve got
ceremonies like the Changing of the
Guard at Buckingham Palace and
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Horse Guards Parade down to a fine
art (see the box “Changing of the
Guard” on p. 161).

• Take in a Show with “Auntie.”
That’s the nickname for the BBC
among Brits of a certain generation.
The Beeb, as it’s also known, is always
keen to recruit audiences for its TV
and radio shows, and tickets are free.
If you’re a fan of quirky British
humor, try to catch Radio4 favorites
The News Quiz and I’m Sorry I
Haven’t a Clue, the latter hosted by
famous jazzman Humphrey Little-
ton. Some of the references will be
pretty obscure to out-of-towners, but
you’re guaranteed a good giggle. See
“Entertainment on a Shoestring” in
chapter 9.

• Make like a Modern Mary Pop-
pins. Nannies have always taken their
charges to the park for a dose of
healthy fresh air before afternoon tea.
Today, you’re more likely to see stay-
at-home dads in charge or young
Aussie travelers earning money to
hop over to another European coun-
try. They’ll be heading for the scram-
ble-on pirate ship at the Peter Pan
playground in Kensington Gardens, a
memorial to Princess Diana. The
other Mary Poppins treat is watching
the keepers feed the pelicans,
descended from a pair given by the
Russian ambassador in the 17th cen-
tury, by the lake in St. James’s Park.
See “Parks & Gardens” in chapter 7.

• Drool over Aspirational Antiques.
London is a fantastic place to browse
for antiques. Go to a free preauction

viewing of rare treasures and weird
arcana at one of the big salerooms—
Christie’s, Sotheby’s, Phillips, or Bon-
hams. Serious treasure-hunters should
set their alarm clocks for a dawn raid
on Bermondsey market, where deal-
ers come to sniff out bargains at
5:30am. Portobello market is on Sat-
urday—not quite such an early start,
but bolt your breakfast to beat the
tourist hordes. Camden Passage is
best on Wednesday and Saturday
when stalls set up outdoors. See “Auc-
tion Houses” and “Markets” under
“Shopping A to Z” in chapter 8.

• Label Yourself for Less. If you love
the traditional Burberry look—it
even does tartan bikinis these days—
but hate the astronomical prices,
you’ll do what price-busting locals do
and head for the factory shop in
Hackney (p. 221). For wannabe It-
girls and -boys, there’s one stop—Top
Shop at Oxford Circus (p. 221). It
has persuaded a gang of great design-
ers to create exclusive collections that
even show up in the pages of Vogue—
in the cheap, cheap shopping section.

• Be a Good Sport. Horse racing is
much less snobby than you might
imagine from watching the Derby or
Ascot on TV. A great way to spend a
summer Monday evening is to take
the boat up the river to Royal Wind-
sor Racecourse (p. 256), with a picnic
and a bottle of fake champagne—you
can buy a glass of the real stuff there.

• Steal a Musical Moment. Lots of
London’s major arts venues do give-
aways, perhaps to prove that they’re
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Impressions
Anybody who enjoys being in the House of Commons probably needs 
psychiatric care.

—Ken Livingstone MP, now Mayor of London, 
in the Evening Standard, February 26, 1988
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