Contents at a Glance

Introduction...............ccceeeeeceeeaeeieeeieenneeseesneeseennes |
Part I: Introducing Italy..............ccceceeeeeeecacnaaec 7

Chapter 1: Discovering the Best of [taly ........cccceeevveveiiiineiiiennns 9

Chapter 2: Digging Deeper into Italy ........ccccceeenveniiiniiiiiienennne 15

Chapter 3: Deciding Where and When to GO ..........ccccceeeiennee. 32

Chapter 4: Following an Itinerary: Four Great Options............... 43
Part II: Planning Your Trip to ltaly.................... 49

Chapter 5: Managing Your MONEY .........ccccoceeiiiirenenenienienienienns 51

Chapter 6: Getting to Italy

Chapter 7: Getting Around Italy .........ccccccooieiininveniceeieeeene, 72

Chapter 8: Booking Your Accommodations .........c.cccceecvevveennenee. 78

Chapter 9: Catering to Special Travel Needs or Interests.......... 85

Chapter 10: Taking Care of the Remaining Details ..........cc........ 90
Part I1I: The Eternal City: Rome...............ccccc... 99

Chapter 11: Settling into Rome.........ccooerevenenienicinnnencecnenees 101

Chapter 12: Exploring Rome .........ccccociviiiiniininieeieseeieeee 138
Part 1U: Florence and the Best of

Tuscany and Umbria.................ccuuueeeeeeeeennn.

Chapter 13: FIOTENCE .......cocveeveeieeiieieiieeeseeeee e

Chapter 14: Northern Tuscany and the Cinque Terre

Chapter 15: Southern Tuscany and Umbria ........ccccceveerueuennene.
Part U: Venice and the Best of

the Pianura Padana.....................cucceeeeeeenn.
Chapter 16: VENICe ........ccceeevieieiieieieeeeeeeeeceeve e

Chapter 17: Padua, Verona, and Milan

Part Ul: Naples, Pompeii, and
the Amalfi Coast ............ccueeeeeccueeaccaccneeaaaac 379

Chapter 18: NaPIES .......cccveeiieieceecteeeee e 381
Chapter 19: Going Beyond Naples: Three Day Trips ................ 411
Chapter 20: Sorrento, Capri, and the Amalfi Coast .................. 423
Part ULz Sicily ....ceeeeeeeaeeeeeaeeeeeaeaceeaeeeneeneenns
Chapter 21: Palermo..........ccooeeveevieieciieiiceeeeceeie e

Chapter 22: Taormina, Syracuse, and Agrigento



Chapter 23: Non Capisco: The Top Ten Expressions

You Need t0 KNOW ....coevvvviieiiiciieeeeeceeeeeeee e 503

Chapter 24: Ten Great Italian Artists .......c.cccoeeveeveeeciecieeieens 506

Appendix A: Quick Concierge...............cccccueeeee 510
Appendix B: Glossary of Architectural

and Menu Termis ..........cccueucceeeeenccacennnccacennns 520



Maps at a Glance

Rome Orientation ..........ccccoooeviiiieiiiiieeeeeeeeceee e 108
Rome Accommodations and Dining.........ccccccceevevvieeeniecienecceseeiene. 116
ROME AtracCtions ......c.ccovviviieiiiieieeeie ettt eereeeve e aneenes

The Vatican Museums
Florence Orientation

Florence Accommodations and Dining ..........ccccecceevvevvecenieneneennennen. 184
Florence Attractions.........coccoceriiierieneeieeee e 198
The Uffizi GAlIErY ....c.eevveeeieiiiiieieeeceeteeeeee ettt 204
Tuscany and UmbIia ........cccoceeviirieniinieniieieneeieseee e seeie e e ennens 224
LUCCA ittt ettt ettt sttt et sttt et 227
PAS@ e 236
The CINQUE TEITE ......cooveeeiiiieieeieieeeeeeeese ettt sse e e saeesseseees 246
San GIMIGNANO ....cceeererrieiriirieieteeteeetee ettt srees 257
The Chianti REGION ........ccoeviiiviiiiicieeeeeeeeeeee e 263
STETIA ...ttt ettt ettt et b bbbttt ettt ebe s 266
Perugia...c.coeeieieeee s 279
ASSIST ettt 287
) 70) (<5 o J0 USSR TR PRSP 295
Venice Orientation ........cccceeeriecieeieieieeeeeeee et eee s 305
Venice Accommodations and Dining ..........ccecceeveeveienieeceenvieeneenieenns 312
Venice AttracCtions .......cccccevieieriiriienieeiereeeesee et 326

Piazza San Marco

PaAQUA ... e enaes

AV 0] 1 b WU RURRRRRS

IMILAN. ..t eette e e et e et e e e ree e eeaaee e enreeeeaaeeeenrees

The Gulf of Naples and Salerno...........c.ccoeceeeecienienieneeneneeieeeeseenens 383
INAPLES ..ttt sttt 386
HEICUIANEUIN .....cvviviiiiiecveccee ettt ceve e v e eaeseveeeaneenes 417
POMPEIL .vviiieiieiicieeeeecee ettt 421
07103 o (OSSOSO OO U PP PR PRUPORSTUSRRRURUOOt 435
The AmMalfi COAST......iiiiiiiiiciiceteeeeecetee ettt et eereeeraeennes 437
STCILY cvveeteeteie ettt ettt et et e s et e e neebeenaens 455
|21 13 g 14 Lo ROt 457
TAOYINUINIA ..vviiveiireiciecetee ettt ettt et eteeere e eteeereeeeteeerveeesnsenteeenneenes 479






Table of Contents

INtroduction ...............cccceeecceeecceeciceneieeeieceanennas 1
About This BOOK........cccoriiiiieiniieeeeeeee e 1
Conventions Used in This BoOK........cccociiiniiiniinniines 2
Foolish ASSUMPLIONS ........c.coeevecieeiieieiiceeeceeeee e 3
How This Book Is Organized..........c.cccceeeevvenuierieneecienreiennen. 4

Part I: Introducing [taly ........c.cccceeeevienincininienceeen. 4
Part II: Planning Your Trip to Italy ......cccccceceverennennene. 4
Part III: The Eternal City: Rome...........ccooceiiininiincn. 4
Part IV: Florence and the Best of Tuscany and
UMD .ot 4
Part V: Venice and the Best of
the Pianura Padana..........ccceceeuveviniincienenienceieens 4
Part VI: Naples, Pompeii, and the Amalfi Coast........ 4
Part VII: SiCily ..c.ooeeeieieeeeeeeeee e 5
Part VIII: The Part of Tens........ccccoceverierienieceecenenenn 5
Appendix Aand B .........cccooveiiiiiniceee 5
Icons Used in This BOOK........c.ccccoeeevieieniiniiiciesecieceeieen 5
Where to Go from Here..........ccccoevineneninienecinencnceeeeen 6

Part I: Introducing Italy................ccoueeeeccuaccaccc

Chapter 1: Discovering the Best of Italy......................... 9
The Best Museums
The Best Churches
The Best Ruins and Archaeological Areas..........c.ccccecueueee 11
The Best Luxury Hotels.........cccooeiiiniiiiniiiieeeeeeee 12
The Best Gourmet Restaurants..........ccccoecevervieneniencnnenne 12
The Best Travel Experiences.........cccccevvievveenieeneenceennenne 13
The Best Traditional Italian Souvenirs...........cccccceeverveennenne 14
Chapter 2: Digging Deeper into Italy..........c.ccooeeruennene 15
History 101: The Main Events..........ccccocevveeviieeenencieneeiene 15
Architecture: From Ruins to Rococo ..........ccecvvevevienennnn. 20
A Taste of Italy: Eating (and Drinking) Locally.................. 22
Relishing Roman cuisine..........cccocceveevenenenienieneennee. 25
Tasting TUSCANY ....c.ceveriieniiiinieeete e 26
Visiting Venetian and Milanese eateries .................. 27
Gnawing Neapolitan delicacies ............cccoceeverreennnnne. 27

Savoring SiCily .......ccccevcvevierierienieieeiese e 28



XI[ ltaly For Dummies, 4th Edition

Background Check: Recommended Books and Movies...29

TrUE STOYIES ..oveeiiiiiiieee e 29

Works of fiCtiON ......coevvevienieieiiieiccereeeee 30

The moving iMage.........ccceeevevvievienieeiierieieneeie e 30

Chapter 3: Deciding Where and When to Go............... 32

Going Everywhere You Want to Be .........ccccccecvevveiennnennnnne. 32

Roaming ROME .........ccoevivinenicieiiinenccreneceen 32
Exploring Florence and the best of

Tuscany and Umbria.........cccceoeniiiiniiininiinenieen. 33

Viewing Venice and the Pianura Padana.................. 33

Visiting Naples, Pompeii, and the Amalfi Coast......34

Seeing SiCily.....cccevveeiiriieceeeeee e 34

Scheduling Your Time.........ccceceeieviieiienirneneeieneeeeeeiene 35

Revealing the Secrets of the Seasons ..........cccccoeeceeennne. 36

April through June...........coooi, 37

July and August.........ccoeieevieinieieececeeee e 37

September and OcCtober.........ccccoeveeverierieneenienieienns 37

November through March ............ccccoovvvviniinincinnnnns 38

Perusing a Calendar of Events..........cccccoocvvinieninciencennne. 38

JANUATY .o 38

February ..o 39

March/APTil ......ooveiieieieeeceeeeeee s 39

MY ottt ettt ens 39

JUNE..coi e 40

JULY e 40

AUGUSE . 41

SePtEmMDET......cccuvieiieteeeeeeee e 41

OCLODET ...ttt 41

NOVEIMDET .....ooviriiiiiiniinieieieeet et 41

DECEMDET ......couereiriiiiiieeieteeeeeteeeesee e 41

Chapter 4: Following an Itinerary:

Four Great Options..........ccoeerennesensensessessessesessesenes 43

Seeing Italy’s Highlights in One WeeK.............ccccveeveeurennenn. 43

DAY Lottt aa b e 43

Day 2 and 3 .......ccoceeviieienieeieneeeeeee e 43

DAY 4ottt 44

DAy 5and 6 ...c.coveeeeieirieeieeeee s 44

DAY 7 ettt 44

Touring the Best of Italy in Two Weeks..........ccccceeeveeuvennenn. 44

Day 1,2, and 3 ......ccoeeievieeiiieeieeeeie e 44

Day 4 and 5 .......cccoeeieiiireiienieieieeeee et 44

Day 6, 7, and 8 ........cccoeiiieeiiieieeee e 44

Day 9 and 10 .....coccoevieiiiiieeeeeeeee e 44

DY 28 S OO 45



Table of Contents Xﬁi

Part II: Planning Vour Trip to ltaly ...................49

Chapter 5: Managing Your Money..........cccouevureresnnrenne 51
Planning Your Budget ..........c.cccueeieiieieiieieeceeeceeeiee 51
Transportation..........ccceceeeecieeveenieeieeneeeese e 52
LOAZING.....iooiiiieieieieeeieeeer ettt 53
DINING «vvveiveieeeee ettt 54
SIghtSEEING....ccieviieiieieieieee e 55
SHOPPING ...eevietievieieieieeee et 55
Nightlife ..coooieiieiiee e 55
Cutting Costs — But Not the Fun..........ccccceeveviniereennnnne. 56
Handling MONEY ........cceoirieniieieniieieeeeteeeeie e 58
Making sense of the euro.........ccceceevevenenenicncniennee. 58
Using ATMs and carrying cash........cccccecevieiienennienns 59
Charging ahead with credit cards..........ccccceeenene. 61
Toting traveler’s checks.........ccococeevivieveneeieieeiens 61
Taking Taxes into ACCOUNt............ccveeeervieeeriieeenieereseeienne 62
Dealing with a Lost or Stolen Wallet.............cccovvrvenueennne 62
Chapter 6: Getting to Italy .........cccoeoveeereneercrercercreceenne 64
FIying t0 [taly ..ccvoeieieeieiecieieeeecctee et 64
Finding out which airlines fly there.......................... 64
Getting the best deal on your airfare........................ 65
Cutting costs by using consolidators....................... 66
Booking your flight online ...........cccccoeeeeeienniennennen. 67
Arriving by Other Means..........cccccvevveeienieeieneecieeeeieeeennn 67
Joining an Escorted Tour ..........cccoceeveeviinieniiecieneeieneeienne 68

Choosing a Package Tour........c.ccocecevrenenenincnencnieneeenes 70



XIV ltaly For Dummies, 4th Edition

Chapter 7: Getting Around Haly..........cocoereerereresrerenrenne 12

BY PIaNe€......couiiiiiiiiecieecteeeteeee et 72

BY TTAIN ..coutiiiiiieicieceeeetescee ettt ens 73

BY BUS .ottt 74

BY FOITY ..o e 74

BY Car e 74

Chapter 8: Booking Your Accommodations................. 78

Getting to Know Your Options ..........cccceecievenieneniicncnennne. 78

Finding the Best Room at the Best Rate.............c..cccccce... 81

Finding the best rate .........ccccevveveeieneecieceereeeee 81

Surfing the Web for hotel deals............ccccecvevverurennens 82

Reserving the best room...........cccecvevvrieneecreneennne. 83

Renting Apartments and Villas..........cccoceveeiiinincincennne. 84
Chapter 9: Catering to Special Travel

Needs or Interests...........ccoovnerencnenesssenessssessssesenenns 85

Traveling with the Brood: Advice for Families.................. 85

Making Age Work for You: Tips for Seniors ............c......... 86

Accessing Italy: Advice for Travelers with Disabilities....87
Following the Rainbow: Resources for Gay

and Lesbian Travelers .........c.ccocceoveeieniiieninneneneeeeen. 88

Making the Grade: Advice for Student Travelers.............. 89
Chapter 10: Taking Care of the Remaining Details.....90
Getting a Passport.......ccccccveeeeiinieniecieieceeeeeeeere e 90
Applying for a U.S. passport.......cccceceevveviecveneevennen. 90

Applying for other passports........ccccceceveecvereeeennen. 91

Playing It Safe with Travel and Medical Insurance............ 92
Staying Healthy When You Travel..........c..cocoviniiiiinnnnenne 93
Staying Connected by Cellphone or E-mail........................ 94
Using a cellphone in [taly........cccoceevviiievieneenienienens 94

Accessing the Internet away from home ................. 95

Keeping Up with Airline Security .........cccccoevervvereecieneennnne. 97
Saving Time with Advance Reservations.........c..cc.cccceueuees 98
Part I11: The Eternal City: Rome........................99
Chapter 11: Settling into Rome...........ccoocrrerercrerecnnes 101
Getting There........cocevvieiieieieeeteeee e 101

BY QT et 101

By train....cocooiii e 104

Orienting Yourself in Rome..........ccccocveninininincnieeenee 105
Introducing the neighborhoods............c.cocuvnen.e. 106

Finding information after you arrive....................... 110



Table of Contents  X'(/

Getting Around Rome ..........cooooiiiiiiiiniieeeees 111
By subway (metropolitana)...........cccceceeeererenrennennen 111
By bus and tram...........ccccoeveeeveneecienienieeeeieeeeeee 112
ON fOO0L.cuiiieiceeeeete e 113
BY @K cuvetiieriieieirieeeeee e 113
Staying in Style ..o 113
The top hotels ....c.ooeiieiieieeeceeeeee e 114
Runner-up accommodations..........cccecceeevverrvenneenns 123
DiIiNiNg OUL ...ovvieiiiiieiecieeeeeeeeee et eeeas 124
Fast Facts: ROME .....c.cccoecevieinieiieieieieeesecsecie e 135
Chapter 12: Exploring Rome .........ccccoveerenrercnresneresenns 138
Discovering Rome’s Top Attractions..........cccccceevervennenen. 139
Visiting the Vatican’s Top Attractions..........ccccecvveruenee. 153
Finding More Cool Things to See and Do......................... 158
Seeing Rome by Guided Tour .........cccceceniiiinenneneienen. 161
BUS tOUTS..c.iiiiiiieicee e 161
WalKing tOUrS.......ccoevviiieieeieieeeee e eeeenee 162
B0oat toUrS .....covevveieieieieir e 162
Suggested One-, Two-, and Three-Day Itineraries........... 162
Rome in one day .......ccccoceveeienieiinieeceeee, 162
Rome in two days........cccoevieniiiiniiiiceeeeeee, 163
Rome in three days.......ccccecevviirciienieeceeeieceecieens 163
Shopping the Local Stores ...........cceeveevevievieneeieceeienenn 164
Best shopping areas ..........ccocceeeeveeeenenceenieneeiennenn 164
What to look for and where to find it..................... 165
Living It Up After Dark.......cccoceviniiiiniieeee, 168
The performing arts ........ccccoceeveeienniininnenceeee. 169
All that jazz and MOTE ..........ccceeveereeeecreeriereeeeene 170
Historic cafes.......cooevieveinininineneeeccceceeee 170
Wine bars and pubs........ccccceeevievienienieeieeeeee 170
Dance Clubs ........cccovieviiiieieieeeeeeee e 171
Gay and lesbian bars .........cccceeeeieninieneieceee. 171
Part 1U: Florence and the Best of

Tuscany and Umbria .................cccceeeeennnnnnn. 173
Chapter 13: FIOrence...........ccceeevrevererescnsenessssesssssseeaes 175
Getting There........ocoieieiieeeeee s 175

By air

By train
By car
Orienting Yourself in Florence...........ccccooceveienincienennnnnenns 177
Introducing the neighborhoods.............cccccccceeeee. 177
Finding information after you arrive....................... 181



XVI ltaly For Dummies, 4th Edition

Getting Around Florence...........ccoccoviiiiniininiienicniicneee 182
ON OOttt

Dining OUt ..oeeiiiiiiiie et
Exploring Florence .
Discovering the top attractions........c..ccccceevvvernnnnne 197
Finding more cool things to see and do................. 212
Seeing Florence by guided tour
Suggested one-, two-, and three-day itineraries....214
Shopping the Local Stores
Best shopping areas

What to look for and where to find it...................... 216
Living It Up After Dark........ccccccoeveiirieniinieeeeeeeeeeene 218
The performing arts ........ccccoecvevvevierenierenceeeenee. 218
Bars, pubs, and clubs..........ccccoecviieiiiiiiiieeeees 219
DISCOS ..ottt 219
Gay and lesbian bars.........ccccccvevieieneecieceeieeeee, 219
Fast Facts: FIOrence ..........cocooevievievnineneneneneneeeeene 220
Chapter 14: Northern Tuscany and
the Cinque Terre ... 223
LUCCA ..ttt 223
Getting there.........cocevveviieeerieceececeeeeee e 226
Spending the night.........c.ccccooirviniereniceeeee, 226
Dining locally........cccoceeieviieiieniieieieieseeeseee e 228
Exploring LUCCa ....cc.coevvevieieininenecereeciceeeeeene 229
Fast Facts: LUCCA .....cccoevuiriiiieieieeeeeeeee e
PISA. e
Getting there
Spending the night.........c.ccccooviviiniereniceceeeee, 235
Dining locally........ccccoeevieviiriiinieieieieseeeseeee e 237
Exploring Pisa........cccocevevieinininieninnenciceeeeeenne 238
Fast Facts: Pisa ....cccccociiiniiniiieeeeeeee 244
The CinQUE TEITE ......ceeeeveereieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 245
Getting there.........cocoeveviieeerieceeeeeeeeee e 245
Spending the night.........c.ccccoovevinierinieeeeeee. 247
Dining locally........ccoceeieriirviinieiiieeeeeseeee e 248
Exploring the Cinque Terre ........ccccoceceveeveennenenne. 250

Fast Facts: The Cinque Terre........c.cccoveeeveeeieeceenreeieenen. 253



Table of Contents XU/I[

STEIIA. .ttt ettt
Getting there....
Spending the night............ccooovevievieiecieieieeeeeee, 265
Dining locally.......cccocveririiinieiiieeeeeee e 268
Exploring Siena.........ccoceoereiienieiinieeeeeeeee 269
Shopping for local treasures ...........cccccecevereerennnne. 275
Fast Facts: SI€Na ......c.cccceveveieieinininineeeeeeeecee 275
Perugia......cccoouieiiriieiiniciececeee e 276
Getting there.........cocoeeeciviecinieeceeeeens 276
Spending the night..........ccoccoeiiiinnininneeeee 277
Dining locally.......cccoceiiiiiiniiiiieeeeee e 278
Exploring Perugia.........ccccoooeeiininiininiiniiiceeee 280
Fast Facts: Perugia ........cccooeeveeeeviinieciicieeceeceeeceeve 284
ASSIST et 284
Getting there........oceeveevieieeeseeeeeeeeee e 285
Spending the night..........ccoccoeiininnininneieee 285
Dining locally.......cccoceiiiiiiniiiiieeeeeeeeee 286
EXploring ASSiSi......ccocererierienienieeieeeeeceeeeeeeee 288
Fast Facts: ASSIS ....ccccevueierieiiirirenieeeeeeeeteeeeie e 292
SPOLELO.....eeiiiictetee e eneas 292
Getting there.........cocoevevierieciceeeeeeeeene 293
Spending the night..........ccoccoeiiiinnininnneee 293
Dining locally........ccoceiiiiiiniiiiieeceeeeeeeeee 294
Exploring Spoleto.........coevevieiieneieieenceceeee 296
Fast Facts: SPOleto .......cccoevevieeeniicieeeeceeeeeee e 298

Part U: Venice and the Best of
the Pianura Padana .....................c.c.cccccccceeee.n299

Chapter 16: Venice.........ccocoveeeerevsencesensescssesesessesssessennes 301
Getting There.......ocvvieiieieieeeeeeeeeeee e 301

BY Q1T coeieiiieece e 302

By train..ccocieieieee e 302

BY Car e 303

BY Ship..ciiii e 303

Orienting Yourself in Venice .........ccccceeevevvieneeieneecieennnn, 303
Introducing the neighborhoods...........cc.ccceueenene.e. 304

Finding information after you arrive....................... 306



XVII[ ltaly For Dummies, 4th Edition

Getting Around Venice..........ccccooeiiiniiiiniiinienieeeieeee 307
ON OO0ttt 307

BY VAPOTELLO ......ccvievieiieiicieieeeeieeeee e 308

By traghetto (ferry skiff)........ccovvrvivenveniniiciennne 309

By water taXi.......cceceverereniineneneseeeeeeeeeeenn 309
Staying in Style ......occoeieiiiie e 310
The top hotels .......oovvieeieeiieeeeeeeeeeeee, 310
Runner-up accommodations...........cccceeveueerveecreenns 317
Dining OUL ...c.coeviieieieeieeeeeeeeee et 317
EXploring VENICE.........cccoeveieriieiinieieeieieceese e 324
Discovering the top attractions..........c.cccceceevueuennen. 325
Finding more cool things to see and do................. 336
Seeing Venice by guided tour..........cccceoenieencnnee. 339
Suggested one-, two-, and three-day itineraries....340
Shopping the Local Stores ..........cccceeveevieeceeneeieneeieeenne. 341
Best shopping areas ..........cccoeevevierienienceeneeceeneennns 341
What to look for and where to find it...................... 342
Living It Up After Dark..........ccccoviiiiniiiinieeeeeeee 343
The performing arts ........ccccocceeveneniinineniinenee. 343

Bars, pubs, and clubs.........cccccceviirieneeiieneeieeene 344
CAES ottt 344
Venice’s Casino.......ccccoeveerieirineneneniineneseieeeeenes 344

Fast Facts: VEnicCe........cccecvveieienieieeieeseeeeeeeeeene 345
Chapter 17: Padua, Verona, and Milan........................ 347
Padua: Home of Giotto’s Fabulous Frescoes ................... 347
Getting there.......cccocovrereninineneeeceeeeeeee 348
Spending the night...........c..cooii 348
Dining locally........c.coeeveeiieieniieieeeieceeeceee e 352
Exploring Padua........cccccceeveviieienecienieieceeeeenne 353

Fast Facts: Padua.........cccecevveenirienineinieinieeeeceeceenes 357
Verona: City of Juliet and Romeo ........c.coccoevviveniennennenns 358
Getting there.......cccoccevrerenininenceecceeceee 358
Spending the night...........ccccoceiniinininiieeee 358
Dining locally........c.cooeeveeiieieniieieeeeceeeeceee e 360
Exploring Verona...........ccccecveeveeeeneeieneeniesnesieseennes 361

Fast Facts: Verona ........c..coccecevevieveevenenencnencnieneneeeeenens 365
Milan: Italy’s Business and Fashion Center ..................... 366
Getting there.........cocoviiiiiiiiineee 366
Getting around ..........ccoccovveeiiniinienieneeeeee 367
Spending the night.........c.ccccoeieiiiieiiiicee, 367
Dining locally........ccoeeieeiieiiniieieneeieceeece e 370
Exploring Milan .........c.ccoceevveniieiinienenieieeeeeeeennen 372
Shopping the local stores ...........ccccecevenevievinennnen. 375
Living it up after dark........cccooceviniiininiininiee 376

Fast Facts: Milan........c.cccooovieeiiiiiciiiieeieecceee e 377



Table of Contents Xix

Part Ul: Naples, Pompeii, and

the Amalfi Coast.........cuueeeaaieeeeeaaceeeeeaaaneeens 379

Chapter 18: Naples ........ccocoveererermerensenessesesessesesessennes 381

Getting There........cccovieiieieiieeeeeeeeee e 381

BY Q1T coeieiiee e 381

By train.c.ccooieie e 382

By ferry or sShip....ccooveecieeiieieciececeeeeeeeeeeee 382

BY CAY vttt 382

Orienting Yourself in Naples.........cccccoevevervienencieneecienenns 384

Introducing the neighborhoods.........c.ccccoeuveurnnene. 385

Finding information after you arrive....................... 388

Getting Around Naples .........cccoveriiiinienenieneneneeeeens 388

(0] 1 15 (0o ] SRS 388

By subway, bus, funicular, and tram ...................... 389

BY taXi..ucioiiiiiiieieecieeceseeeee e 389

Staying in StYLE .....ccovvieriiiiieeeeeeeceeee e 389

The top hotels ......cocoeviiiirieiieeeee, 390

Runner-up accommodations...........cccceecvveeveennenen. 391

DiINIiNG OUL ..oovvieiiiicieceeeeeeeeeee e 392

EXploring Naples ........ccovevveviieienieeieeeeeeeeeee e 395

Discovering the top attractions............ccccceevennennen. 396

Finding more cool things to see and do................. 402

Seeing Naples by guided tour..........ccccecererreeuennenee. 404

Suggested one-, two-, and three-day itineraries....404

Shopping the Local Stores .........c.cceeveeveveecienecieceereee. 406

Best shopping areas .........ccccceeeecveeeevieneenieceeienenn 406

What to look for and where to find it...................... 406

Living It Up After Dark.........cccoceeviiriininiieeeeeeeeee 407

The performing arts .........ccccoceceveneveninencnenenene. 407

LiVe MUSIC ..ottt 407

Clubs and diSCOS .....ccceeerveriirieieieieteeeeeeeee e 408

Wine bars and cafes..........ccccocevivenenieinnnncnenenne. 408

Fast Facts: Naples .......ccccecvevierieniecieneeeceeecceee e 408
Chapter 19: Going Beyond Naples:

Three Day Trips.....ccovnrencnnnesssessssssssssessssssesssssens a1

Campi FIEGIEI .....c.couiriiieieieieeeeeeeee e 411

Getting there.........coveeeeciiiieieceeeeeeceeeeeee e 411

TaKing @ tOUT.......cceeverieeiecieieeeereeeee e 412

Seeing the sights .......cccocvvieiiiieieee, 412

Dining locally......ccccocveriiiinieieieeeeeee e 414

Spending the night..........ccccooeiiniiieiiieeee, 415



XX ltaly For Dummies, 4th Edition

Herculaneum...........ccccoeviviinienienieieeececeece e 415
Getting there.........ocvvveviieiereceeceeeeeeee e 415
TaKing @ tOUT.......ccceeveeieiieieieeeeeee e 415
Seeing the sights .......ccccooivviiiieiinieee, 416

POMPEIi...cocooiiiiiiiii e 419
Getting there.......cccocceeereeinnneecceeees 419
Taking a tour.......ccccoveiiiiiiieeeeee 419
Seeing the sights .......cccoveviiiiiiiiceeee, 419
Dining locally........c.coeeveeiieieniieieneeieceeece e 422

Chapter 20: Sorrento, Capri, and
the Amalfi Coast...........ccoorvrrnccrerrscreresnsresesessens 423

SOTTENTO...ccueiiiiiiiieieeeee ettt 423
Getting there.........cccieveviiiiericeeceeeee e 423
Spending the night.........c.ccccooveviiniereniceeeeee, 424
Dining locally........ccooeeveviieiinieieieieceeeceeeeeene 425
Exploring Sorrento.........ccccceeevvvenenenencnenenienenens 426
Living it up after dark........cccoocevviiiininiiniiee 427

Fast Facts: Sorrento ... 428

Capri and the Blue Grotto........cccceeveevievvecieciccieeieeenns 429
Getting there........ccocveveviieierieceeceeceeee e 429
Spending the night........c.ccccoevevininniniiieeeee, 430
Dining locally ......cocceeverenieinienineneeenenciceeeeeenens 431
Exploring Capri ......ccooceevirieiinieeiieeeieeeeeee 432
Shopping for local treasures ...........ccocceveveeenncnnee. 434
Living it up after darK.........cccccevverreneecieneeieeeenns 436

Fast Facts: Capri......cccooievierieiienieiecceieceeie e see e

The Amalfi Coast ......c.cocevereriereniiinrrereeeeeeeeee
Getting there
Spending the night
Dining locally......cccooiriiiiiiiiniieeeeeeeeee
Exploring the Amalfi Coast...........ccceeveveerievenreennne 443
Living it up after darK........ccceevevierrenencienenieceens 449

Fast Facts: The Amalfi Coast.......ccccecevveninenenenenennennens 449

Part VIL: Sicilly ........coceeeeeceeceeceeceecceecenneecn 451
Chapter 21: Palermo.........cccoeerenmeresesnencssessesessesssenses 453

Getting There......c.coveieviieieieeceee e 453
BY fEITY covetiteieeeeeeteee ettt 453
BY QT .ottt 454
BY traiN.c..cveieieiceeeeececee e 454

Orienting Yourself in Palermo ...........ccccoceiiiinniinnns 456
Introducing the neighborhoods.............ccccveanne. 456

Finding information after you arrive....................... 458



Table of Contents XX’i

Getting Around Palermo...........cccceveeiveniinenienieseeeeeeenens 458
ON fOO0 .ttt 459
BY DUS ..ottt 459
BY taXi..ucioiieiiiieieiecieeceseeee e 459
Staying in StYle .....cocvvieierieeeeeceeee e 460
The top hotels ....cuvevieeieeieceeceeeeee e 460
Runner-up accommodations...........cccceeeveeveennenen. 462
DiINING OUL ..oovviviiiieieceeeeeee e
Exploring Palermo
Discovering the top attractions............ccccevvenneneen. 465
Finding more cool things to see and do................. 472
Seeing Palermo by guided tour............cccceeeennenee. 473
Suggested one-, two-, and three-day itineraries....474
Living It Up After Dark.........cccoveeieeiecicieiceceeeceeee 475
Fast Facts: Palermon.........cccceceveevininenineneneneeiececeee 476
Chapter 22: Taormina, Syracuse, and Agrigento.......478
TAOITINA ...ttt 478
Getting there.........cocoveeeiiiieceneeeeeeeee e 480
Spending the night..........cccooiniiiiniie, 480
Dining locally.......cccoceviiiiinieiiieeeeeeee e 482
Exploring Taormina .........cccceceeieveninnenneneneneees 483
Fast Facts: Taormina........cccccecceeevenenenenenienieneececeee 487
SYTACUSE ....eenvieeietieresiieteereieeeesreeresreesesseessesseessesssessessnas 488
Getting there.........cocoveecieniececeeeeceeeeee e 488
Spending the night...........cccociniiiiniiie. 489
Dining locally........ccoceviiiiinieiiieeeeeee e 490
Exploring Syracuse.........cccceceveeieneniienensenceeee. 490
Fast Facts: Syracuse.........cccccoeevevieeeenieceeneeieceeeseeie e 494
Agrigento and the Valley of the Temples ......................... 495
Getting there........coveieiiieieeeeeeeeeee e 495
Spending the night.........c.ccooiniiiiiinie, 495
Dining locally.......cccocieriiiiinieiiieeeeeeeeeee 496
Exploring Agrigento.........ccccoceveeiienenneneinenceenee. 497
Fast Facts: AGrigento ..........ccovveeieevenieeieneeieseee e 500
Part VIII: The Part of Tens.........ccccoueceeeveeene 501
Chapter 23: Non Capisco: The Top Ten
Expressions You Need to Know ...............cccoeennnee. 503
Per FAVOTE ...c..oueieiiieiiiciecee et 503
GIAZIE..cueieeieieeteeeee ettt ettt st 503
PeIrmMESSO...cuiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeteeee e 504
SCUS ettt 504
Buon Giorno and Buona Sera .......c..coccoevenenienienincncnene. 504



XXI[ Italy For Dummies, 4th Edition

Quanto Costa?..................
Che CoS’€?....uovvveverenrnne
NODN CAPISCO...eovvieieiieeieieeieeeeteete ettt se et ennas

Chapter 24: Ten Great Italian Artists ..........cccccoverveneee. 506

GIOTEO ettt ere e b aneeereesre e rneeareas
| DZ6)'s -1 €1 1 Lo YOS
Giovanni Bellini
Leonardo da VINCi.......cccoovvveevieciiciiiceeececeeeceeeee e 507

Appendix A: Quick Concierge...............ccceceee. 510

FaSt FACES ...vviiveiceeeceeceeeeeeeeeeee e 510
Toll-Free Numbers and Web Sites .........cccceevvevvveeveeneenns 515
Where to Get More Information ............ccceeeveevveeeveeennenns 516
Visitor information .........c..cccceeeveevriecieeenieccneeeeeene, 516
Newspapers and magazines about Italy ................ 518
ONliNE TESOUICES ......uoeeeveeeeeiereeeeeeereeeeee e eenes 519

Appendix B: Glossary of Architectural
and Menu Terms.........cuueeeeeeceaaccnneeeeeccecannnnns 520

Knowing Your Nave from Your Ambone...............ccuc....... 520
Dining in Italy, from Acqua Pazza to Zuppa Inglese........ 522

JOACK «eeeeaeeeeeeaaeeaeeeneeeeaaeeaaannneeeeesaaaaaaes 329



