
Index

• A •
accent, 14
accident

legal issues, 184–185
medical issues, 175–177

address
asking for, 76–77
Internet, 142

addressing person
formally versus informally, 46
hello and good-bye, 64–65
introduction, making, 66–69
staff in hotel or restaurant, 168

adjectives
color and, 103
definition of, 21
gender of, 23
placement of, 22–23, 113–114
possessive, 45–46

adverbs
definition of, 21
ending of, 24
placement of, 80

aller, conjugation of, 36
alphabet, 11–12
answering “where” question,

154–155
appeler, conjugation of, 68–69
appetizers, 90–91
appliances, 165–166
appointment, making

for business, 139–140
with doctor, 180

arriving at restaurant, 88
articles, 22, 44–45
asking question

about directions, 156–158
about room in hotel, 168–170
about city or country of

origin, 71–74
grammar for, 24–25
“How are you?”, 65–66
on meeting someone, 71
“What happened?”, 177
when lost, 162

“where” (for directions),
153–154

words for, 69–70
ATMs, 61–62
attack, reporting, 186–188
attention, getting, 186
avoir, conjugation of, 30–33

• B •
banks

ATMs, 61–62
exchanging money at, 59–60

beach, going to, 128–130
Belgium

appointment, making in, 139
numbers in, 49

bill, paying, 95–96
birth, verbs for, 35
body parts, 177–178
boire, conjugation of, 94
breakfast, going out for, 92–93
bus, riding, 147
business, conducting

appointment, making, 139–140
meeting, holding, 140–141
phone call, making or

receiving, 137–139

• C •
camping, 130–132
Canada

clocks in, 52
money in, 59

car, renting, 148–150
cardinal numbers, 47–50
Carte Musées et Monuments,

118
checking in and out of hotel,

170–173
cinema, invention of, 121
city

describing, 75–76
expressing idea of staying 

“in”, 151
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clock, 24-hour, 52
clothes, shopping for

color and material, describing,
102–103

for men, 104–105
size or fit, 101–102
for women, 103–104

colors, 103
coming, verbs of, 35
command forms, 159
commissariat de police, 186
comparison, making, 112–113
compass directions, 160
computer terms, 141–142
concert, going to, 122–124
conjugation of verbs

aller, 36
appeler, 68–69
avoir, 30–33
être, 33–35
faire, 134–135
jouer, 124
overview of, 27, 36–39
se baigner, 128–129
vendre, 114–115

consonants, 15–16
consul, 184
conversation

address, asking for, 76–77
city, describing, 75–76
about family, 82–84
greetings and introductions,

64–69
on job, 77–79
nationality, asking about,

71–74
overview of, 63
questions, asking, 69–71
speaking about speaking,

79–81
about weather, 81–82

counting, 47–50
countries, gender of, 73–74
credit cards, 61–62, 110
customs, 152–153

• D •
date, expressing, 57–58
days of week, 55–56
death, verbs for, 35
definite article, 44–45
dentist, talking to, 182

dining out
appetizers, 90–91
arriving at restaurant, 88
bill, paying, 95–96
for breakfast, 92–93
drink, ordering, 93–95
main courses, 91–92
menus, 89
prendre, conjugation of, 90
reservation, making, 87–88
waiter, talking with, 88–89

direct object pronoun, 40–41
directions

about directions, 156–158
answering “where” questions,

154–155
asking “where” questions,

153–154
command form and, 159
on compass, 160
distance, expressing, 159
giving, 160–161

distance, expressing, 159
doctor, talking to, 180–181, 183
down and up verbs, 35
dressing

for nightclub, 125
for theater, 119

drink, ordering, 93–95

• E •
e, mute, 14
elision, 17
emergency

accident, 175–177
hospital visit, 178–179

English vocabulary
French origins of, 5
French words borrowed 

from, 10
words that look alike but have

different meaning in
French, 9–10, 105

words with same spelling and
meaning in French, 6–7

words with similar spelling
and meaning in French,
7–9

être, conjugation of, 33–35
euro, 59
exchanging money at bank,

59–60
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expressions, popular

common, 18–20
for emergency, 177
ten favorite, 189–191
ten very French, 193–196

• F •
faire, conjugation of, 134–135
family, 82–84
feelings about food, 85
fishing, 132
floor numbers, 51–52
Fontainebleau, 118
food. See also restaurants

feelings about, 85
meals, 86
outdoor market, shopping at,

106–108
setting table, 86–87

food stores, 108–109
formal greeting, 46
franglais, 10
furniture, 165–166
future tense of verb, 29–30, 36

• G •
gas station, 150
gendarmerie nationale, 186
gender of nouns

articles and, 2, 22
countries, 73–74
feminine, 44
masculine, 43

giving directions, 160–161
good-bye, saying, 64–65
gram, 109–110
grammar. See also adjectives;

adverbs; nouns; verbs
articles, 22, 44–45
definition of, 21
possessive adjectives, 45–46
pronouns, 39–42
question, asking, 24–25
sentence, simple,

constructing, 21–24
greeting person

formally versus informally, 46
hello and good-bye, 64–65
introduction, making, 66–69

• H •
health emergency

accident, 175–177
body parts, 177–178
hospital visit, 178–179

health nonemergency
dentist, talking to, 182
doctor, talking to, 

180–182, 183
pharmacist and, 179–180

hello, saying, 64
helping verb, 28–29
home, describing, 76–77
hospital visit, 178–179
hotel

checking in and out of,
170–173

inquiring about room, 
168–170

types of, 168
hours, counting, 52–53
house

phrases heard around,
166–167

rooms and places, 163–164
things in, 165–166

“How are you?”, asking and
replying to, 65–66

• I •
idioms

common, 18–20
for emergency, 177
ten favorite, 189–191
ten very French, 193–196

illness, 181–182
imperative form of verb, 26–27
in, expressing, 151
in and out of life, verbs for, 35
indefinite article, 45
indirect pronoun, 42
infinitive form of verb, 27
informal greeting, 46
injuries, 179
Internet, surfing, 141–142
intonation, using to ask

question, 25
introduction, making, 66–69
inverted question, 25
irregular verb, 28–29
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• J •
job

appointment, making, 139–140
meeting, conducting, 140–141
phone call, making or

receiving, 137–139
talking about, 77–79

jouer, conjugation of, 124

• L •
laws, 184
Le Louvre (museum), 118
leaving, verbs of, 35
liaison, 17
liquid measure, 110
lost, asking questions when, 162
Louis XIV (king), 118
Lumière, Auguste and Louis

(inventors of cinema), 121

• M •
main course at restaurant,

91–92
market items, 107
material, describing, 102
meals. See also food;

restaurants
appetizers, 90–91
breakfast, going out for, 92–93
main courses, 91–92
overview of, 86
setting table for, 86–87

measurements, 109–110
meeting, business, conducting,

140–141
men’s clothing, 105
menu, 89
message, leaving by phone,

138–139
money

credit cards and ATMs, 
61–62, 110

exchanging at bank, 59–60
overview of, 59
paying for purchase, 110–112
paying restaurant bill, 95–96
small change, requesting, 111

months of year, 56
movie, going to, 121–122
Musée d’Orsay (museum), 118

museum, visiting
flash photography in, 118
list of, 117–118
phrases for, 118–119

music
concert, going to, 122–124
instruments, 124–125
types of, 123

• N •
Napoléon (emperor), 118
nasal sounds, 15
national theaters in France, 119
negative command, 26–27
nightclub, going to, 125–126
nouns

articles and, 22, 44–45
definition of, 21
gender of, 2, 22, 43–44, 73–74

numbers
cardinal, 47–50
dates, expressing, 57–58
ordinal, 50–52
telling time, 52–55
weights and measures,

109–110

• O •
object of preposition, 41–42
ordinal numbers, 50–52
outdoor activity

beach, going to, 128–130
camping, 130–132
fishing, 132
skiing, 126–128

outdoor market, shopping at,
106–108

• P •
pain, expressing, 177
passport control, 150–153
past participle, agreement with

number and gender of
subject, 34

past tense of verb
avoir, using with, 30–33
être, using, 33–35
irregular past participles, 32
overview of, 29–30
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paying

for purchase, 110–112
restaurant bill, 95–96

person, addressing
formally versus informally, 46
hello and good-bye, 64–65
introduction, making, 66–69
staff at hotel or restaurant,

168
pharmacist, talking to, 179–180
phone call, making or receiving,

137–139
photography in museum, 118
plural noun, 22
police

accident and, 184–185
robbery, theft, or aggression

and, 186–188
possessive adjective, 45–46
prendre, conjugation of, 90
preposition, object of, 41–42
profession, stating, 78
pronouns

direct object, 40–41
indirect, 42
objects of prepositions, 41–42
subject, 39–40

pronunciation
accent, 14
alphabet, 11–12
consonants, 15–16
elision, 17
liaison, 17
mute e, 14
nasal sounds, 15
overview of, 11
stress, 2, 18
vowel sounds, 13–14

purchase, paying for, 110–112

• Q •
Quebec

greeting person in, 46
small change, requesting 

in, 111
question, asking

about directions, 156–158
about city or country of

origin, 71–74
grammar for, 24–25
“How are you?”, 65–66

on meeting someone, 71
question words, 69–70
“What happened?”, 177
when lost, 162
“where” (for directions),

153–154

• R •
recommendation, asking waiter

for, 89
reflexive verb, 128
registering at hotel, 170–173
regular verbs, 28
rental car, 148–150
reservation, making, 87–88
restaurants

appetizers, 90–91
arriving at, 88
bill, paying, 95–96
breakfast, 92–93
drink, ordering, 93–95
main courses, 91–92
menus, 89
prendre, conjugation of, 90
reservation, making, 87–88
waiter, talking with, 88–89

restroom, requesting, 166
robbery, reporting, 186–188
room in hotel, inquiring about,

168–170
rooms and places in house,

163–164

• S •
se baigner, conjugation of,

128–129
seasons of year, 58–59
sentence, simple, constructing,

21–24
setting table, 86–87
shoes, 105–106
shopping

browsing, not buying, 98
for clothes, 101–106
comparison, making, 112–113
finding way around store,

99–100
food store, 108–109
hours, asking about, 98
outdoor market, 106–108
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shopping (continued)

paying for purchase, 110–112
superlatives, using, 113–114
types of shops, 97–98
verbs for, 114–115
weights and measures,

109–110
singular noun, 22
skiing, 126–128
small talk

address, asking for, 76–77
city, describing, 75–76
about family, 82–84
greetings and introductions,

64–69
on job, 77–79
nationality, asking about,

71–74
overview of, 63
questions, asking, 69–71
speaking about speaking,

79–81
about weather, 81–82

sports, 133–135
subject pronouns, 39–40
subway system, 147–148
superlatives, 113–114
supermarket, 108–109
swimming, 128–130
Switzerland

money in, 59
numbers in, 49, 50

syllable, stress on, 2, 18
symptoms of illness, 181–182

• T •
table, setting, 86–87
taxi, taking, 143–145
telling time, 52–53
tense of verbs

conjugation of, 36–39
overview of, 29–30

“That hurts!”, 177
theater, going to, 119–121
theft, reporting, 186–188
time

phrases related to, 54–55
telling, 52–53

tipping, 126
train, riding, 145–146
translations, 2

transportation
bus, 147
rental car, 148–150
subway system, 147–148
taxis, 143–145
train, 145–146

24-hour clock, 52

• U •
up and down verbs, 35

• V •
vacation time, 130
vendre, conjugation of, 114–115
verbs

aller, conjugation of, 36
appeler, conjugation of, 68–69
avoir, conjugation of, 30–33
definition of, 21
être, conjugation of, 33–35
faire, conjugation of, 134–135
future tense of, 36
imperative or command form

of, 26–27
infinitive form of, 27
irregular, 28–29
jouer, conjugation of, 124
matching to subject, 23–24
past tense of, 30–35
reflexive, 128
regular, 28
se baigner, conjugation of,

128–129
for shopping, 114–115
tense of, 29–30
vendre, conjugation of,

114–115
Versailles, 118
violence, reporting, 186–188
vowel sounds, 13–14

• W •
waiter, talking with, 88–89, 168
water, requesting, 95
weather, 81–82
week, days of, 55–56
weight, 109–110
“What happened?”, 177
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“where” questions

answering, 154–155
asking, 153–154

wine, ordering, 94
women’s clothing, 104
Words to Know lists

camping, 131
city description, 75–76
directions, 155–157, 158, 161
eating out, 89, 92, 95–96
exchanging money, 60–61
fishing, 132
hotel, 169–170, 172–173
house, 167
injuries, 179
job talk, 78–79
to live, variations of, 84
medical, 183
meeting, business,

conducting, 141
message, leaving by phone, 139
museums, 119
music, 123
musical instruments, 124–125
name and address, asking for,

76–77
nightclub, 126

overview of, 2
passport control, 152
rental car, 149
shopping, 98–99, 100, 106, 112
skiing, 127, 128
speaking about speaking,

80–81
sports, 133–134
swimming, 130
taxis, 144–145
telling time, 53
theater, 120, 121
trains, 146

work
appointment, making, 139–140
meeting, conducting, 140–141
phone call, making or

receiving, 137–139
talking about, 77–79

World Wide Web, 141

• Y •
year

months of, 56
seasons of, 58–59
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