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Index

Numerics
504 plan, 56
529 plans, 127–128

A
abilities assessment, 3
academic average, 25
Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG), 125
academic history, 3, 98
academic performance, 22
academic programs, 52–53
academics, college, 3–4
accelerated courses, 27–28
acceptance

conditional, 161
deferring, 165–169
next step, 175–176
overview, 162

ACG (Academic Competitiveness Grant), 125
achievement test, 30
ACT test

missing registration deadline, 146
overview, 28
preparing for, 32, 146
releasing scores, 101
replacing subject tests, 33
versus SAT, 29–31
sending scores to college, 148
taking in senior year, 151–152

activities sheet
appearance of, 107
examples of, 108–112

online applications, 113
overview, 105–106
tips, 106

address, student e-mail, 43, 103
admissions. See also admissions plans

academic average, 25
ACT, 29–32
application, 22–24, 43
class rank, 25
college responsibilities, 201–202
courses, 26–28
deferred, 161
extracurricular activities, 34–35
interview, 40–43
letters of recommendation, 38–40
need-blind, 120–121
need-sensitive, 120–121
overview, 19–20
personal statement, 33–34
philosophy of, 20–21
possible decisions, 160–162
SAT, 29–32
standardized tests, 28–29
standards, 55
student rights and responsibilities, 202–204
subject tests, 32–33
summer experiences, 35–38
technology, 43
testing-optional colleges, 29
transcript, 26

admissions office, 117
admissions officers, 83, 144. See also admissions
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technology, 43
Universal College Application, 59, 81, 114–115
viewing score, 100
Web sites, 114–115, 179

aptitude test, 30
art portfolios, 102
arts supplements, 99
assessment, self. See self-assessment
athletic scholarships, 136
athletic supplements, 99
athletics, college, 54
attendance, cost of, 121–122
Audobon gap year program, 168
authenticity, of applicant, 104
average, academic, 25
award letters, 133

B
background, personal, 23
Best Buy scholarship, 182
block scheduling, 25
blue ribbons, 116
books, cost of, 122
brag sheet (résumé)

appearance of, 107
examples of, 108–112
online applications, 113
overview, 105–106
tips, 106

brainstorming session, essay topic, 84
Bridge Year program, 166
Brown Ledge gap year program, 168

C
Camp Hill Association gap year program, 168
campus security, 56, 202
campus visits

academic life, asking about, 71–72
arranging, 69
before applying, 148
campus facilities, asking about, 73–74

admissions plans
early action plans, 63
early decision, 64–65
regular decision, 65
restrictive early action, 64
rolling admissions, 62–63

Advanced Placement (AP) program, 27–28, 128
advisors, academic, 5, 53
African Leadership Academy, 167
aid, financial. See financial aid
alternate application forms, 115
ambassador programs, 69
American Cancer Society scholarship, 184
American Chemical Society Scholarship, 181
Americorps, 127, 167
Anne Ford Scholarship, 184
AP (Advanced Placement) program, 27–28, 128
appeals, financial aid, 134–135
application

alternate forms, creating, 115
checklist, 104–105
Common Application©, 59, 80–81, 114–115
deadline, missing, 147
Early Decision II, 115
elements of, 97–99
essay topics, 82–83
expediting process, 103–105
fees, 59
financial aid, 128–131
how colleges read, 22–24
mistakes on, avoiding, 146–147
online, 43, 113–115, 128–129
optional essays, 100
optional questions, 100
priority, 116
QuestBridge, 116–117
receipt confirmation, 117–118
résumé (brag sheet), 105–112
score releasing policy, 101
sending test score, 100
starting late, 151–157
supplementary materials, 101–102
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family issues, 56
female/male ratio, 53
highly likely schools, 60
how many to apply to, 58–59
information sources, 45–49
internships, 57–58
likely schools, 60–61
location, 50–51
male/female ratio, 53
probable schools, 60
public versus private, 51–52
reach schools, 61–62
realistic schools, 60–61
selectivity, 55
size, 50
student diversity, 53
study abroad programs, 57–58
target schools, 60–61
technology, 55–56
unlikely schools, 61–62

college fairs, 48, 102
college guides, 48
College Information section, FAFSA, 129
college level courses, 128
College Level Examination Program (CLEP), 128
college rankings, 48, 116
college representatives, 48–49, 144
College Savings Programs, 127–128
College Scholarship Service (CSS)/Profile, 131
college search Web sites, 179
college visits

academic life, asking about, 71–72
arranging, 69
before applying, 148
campus facilities, asking about, 73–74
campus life, asking about, 72–73
chart for note taking, 74–77
deciding which college to choose, 163
demonstrating interest in college, 144
during senior year, 152
extended community, asking about, 73–74
overview, 47, 67
strategies, 69–71
tips, 69–71

campus life, asking about, 72–73
chart for note taking, 74–77
deciding which college to choose, 163
demonstrating interest in college, 144
during senior year, 152
extended community, asking about, 73–74
overview, 47, 67
strategies, 69–71
tips, 69–71
vibe, 68
when to visit, 68–69

Cancer Survivors Fund scholarship, 184
career assessment, 5
career Web sites, 179–180
career-related scholarships, 181
Center for Interim Programs, 168
challenging courses, 26–28
checklists

application, 104–105
interest inventory, 2–4
tracking applications, 118

City Year gap year program, 168
civic scholarships, 136
class rank, 25
CLEP (College Level Examination Program), 128
clubs, 34–35
COA (cost of attendance), 121–122
coaching, for tests, 32
Coca-Cola First Generation Scholarship, 185
Coca-Cola national scholarship, 182
college admissions officer, 83, 144
college credit programs, 128
college evaluation

academic programs, 52–53
admissions plans, 62–65
admissions standards, 55
athletics, 54
campus life, 53–54
co-ops, 57–58
cost, 54–55
disability services, 56–57
dream schools, 61–62
early application, 65–66
facilities, 55–56

19_474426-bindex.indd   20719_474426-bindex.indd   207 8/31/09   10:05 PM8/31/09   10:05 PM



Roadmap to College: Navigating Your Way to College Admission Success208

deadline information, 153
informing about online applications, 113
recommendations, 23, 40
tracking applications, 117

courses, types of, 26–28
credit programs, college, 128
crime, on-campus, 56
CSS (College Scholarship Service)/Profile, 131

D
Davidson Fellows scholarship, 183
deadlines

application, missing, 147, 152–154
FAFSA, 131
online application, 113
registration, missing SAT/ACT, 146
scholarship, missing, 149
tracking, 145

DECA (Business) Scholarship, 181
deferral request form, 166–167
deferred admission, 161
deferring acceptance, 165–169. See also gap year
Dell Scholars scholarship, 182
demonstrated interest, 20, 69, 87
deposit, enrollment, 165, 170
disability services, 56–57
disciplinary information, 98
Discover scholarship, 182
disorganization, on-campus, 70
diversity

in admissions process, 20–21
student, 53

double deposit, 165, 170, 173
dream schools, 59, 61–62
Duck Brand Duct Tape “Stick at Prom” scholarship, 

182
Dynamy Program, 168

E
Early Action II plans, 63
Early Action plans, 63, 159
early application, 65–66

college visits (continued)
vibe, 68
when to visit, 68–69

colleges. See also college evaluation; college visits
community, 152, 155, 197, 203
commuter, 54
deciding on, 162–164
defined, 52
preferences assessment, 3–4
rankings, 48
researching, 147
responsibilities, application process, 201–202
scholarships from, 136
testing-optional, 29
Web sites, 46–47, 160

committees, review, 22, 24
Common Application©

number of colleges applied to, 59
online application, 115
overview, 114
topics, 80–81

Common Data Set Web searches, 47
community college, 152, 155, 197, 203
community scholarships, 136
commuter college, 54
comparing aid packages worksheet, 135. See also 

financial aid
conditional acceptance, 161
confirmation of application, receipt, 117–118
consultants, financial, 137–138
content-based test, 30
co-ops, 57–58
copies of application, 104
core curriculum, 46–47, 52
corporate scholarships, 136, 182
cost. See also financial aid

34 ways to reduce, 197–199
analyzing, 121–124
of college, 54–55
tuition, 51, 121–124, 197–199

cost of attendance (COA), 121–122
counselors, guidance

advice from, 46, 62
communications from, 103
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cost, 54–55
disability services, 56–57
dream schools, 61–62
early application, 65–66
facilities, 55–56
family issues, 56
female/male ratio, 53
highly likely schools, 60
how many to apply to, 58–59
information sources, 45–49
internships, 57–58
likely schools, 60–61
location, 50–51
male/female ratio, 53
probable schools, 60
public versus private, 51–52
reach schools, 61–62
realistic schools, 60–61
selectivity, 55
size, 50
student diversity, 53
study abroad programs, 57–58
target schools, 60–61
technology, 55–56
unlikely schools, 61–62

evaluating essays, 94–95
evaluative measures, 23
expected family contribution (EFC), 130
expediting application process, 103–105
expenses, personal, 122. See also cost; 

financial aid
extenuating circumstances, 23
extracurricular activities

on application, 98, 152
list, 105–113
overview, 34–35
in self-assessment, 3
starting early, 143

F
Facebook profiles, 43, 144
facilities, evaluating, 55–56

early decision admission plans, 64–65, 159
Early Decision II plans, 64–65, 159
educational environment, rating of, 22
EFC (expected family contribution), 130
electronic portfolio, 43
Elks National Foundation Most Valuable Student 

scholarship, 183
e-mail

address, student, 43, 103
admission decision notification by, 160
application confirmation, 117

employment
financial aid options, 124
summer activities, 35–38

Enrichment Alley gap year programs, 168
enrollment deposit, 165
enrollment form, 165
entrepreneurial spirit, 21
essays

application, topics for, 82–83
avoiding mistakes on, 146–147
Common Application topics, 80–81
don’ts, 86
do’s, 85
evaluating, 94–95
getting started, 84
importance of, 33–34
optional application, 100
overview, 79–80
sample, 88–94
section on application, 98
short-answer, 86–88
standing out, 84–85
topics to avoid, 86
writing, 144–145

ethics, student, 173–174
evaluating colleges

academic programs, 52–53
admissions plans, 62–65
admissions standards, 55
athletics, 54
campus life, 53–54
co-ops, 57–58
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loans, 124–127
misperceptions regarding, 119–121
need-blind admissions, 120–121
need-sensitive admissions, 120–121
other programs, 127–128
private universities, 51
QuestBridge scholarship, 116
responsibility of college, 202
scams, scholarship, 137–138
scholarships, 136–137
tax credits, 127–128
techniques, 138–139
tips, 138–139
tuition-free colleges, 122–124
Web sites, 180
work study, 124–127

financial aid package, 131–135
financial consultants, 137–138
Financial Service Centers of America (FiSCA) 

scholarship, 182
504 plan, 56
529 plans, 127–128
food, campus, 55
formal internships, 36–37
forms

alternate application, 115
deferral request, 166–167
enrollment, 165
financial aid, filing on time, 147

foundation scholarships, 183
fraternities, 53
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

FAQS, 130–131
filing forms on time, 147
filling out, 128–130

freebie application, 116
freshman retention, 161
freshmen, concerns about, 175–176
friends, advice from, 46
FSEOG (Federal Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grants), 125
future plans, 98

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
FAQS, 130–131
filing forms on time, 147
filling out, 128–130

fairs, college, 48, 102
family

advice from, 45–46
campus visit tour guidelines, 71
desires, assessing, 4–5
essay topic brainstorming sessions, 84
issues, and choice of college, 56
opinions on college choices, 163
overly involving in college process, 147–148
values, assessing, 4–5

Federal Direct Student Loan Program, 126
Federal Pell Grant, 125
Federal Perkins Loans, 126
Federal PLUS Loans, 126
Federal Stafford Loans, 126
Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity 

Grants (FSEOG), 125
Federal Work-Study Program, 126
fees

application, 59
COA, 121

female/male ratio, 53
final report, 99
finances. See also financial aid

college choices, 163
college costs, 54–55
tuition costs, 51, 121–124, 197–199

financial aid
appeals, 134–135
applying for, 128–131
bad economy, 139
college responsibilities, 202
costs, 121–124
CSS profile, 131
FAFSA FAQS, 130–131
filing forms on time, 147
filling out FAFSA, 128–130
grants, 124–127
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grades
importance of, 19–21
senior year, 154

grading policies, 25
grants

ACG, 125
Federal Pell Grant, 125
FSEOG, 125
overview, 124–127
SMART, 125
state, 125
TEACH, 125

Greek life, 53
Groovejob Web site, 38
guaranteed savings plans, 128
guidance counselors

advice from, 46, 62
communications from, 103
deadline information, 153
informing about online applications, 113
recommendations, 23, 40
tracking applications, 117

guides, college, 48

H
hazards. See mistakes, avoiding
helicopter parents, 46
high school. See also guidance counselors

block scheduling, 25
grading policies, 25
previous graduates, 49
scholarships, 136
senior year, 154–157, 172–174

high school profiles, 25
highly likely schools, 60
Hispanic Scholarship Fund scholarship, 184
history

academic, 3, 98
personal, 97

holistic approach, 19, 21
Holocaust Remembrance Project scholarship, 183

G
gap year

African Leadership Academy, 167
after rejection, 175
Americorps, 167
Audobon, 168
Brown Ledge, 168
Camp Hill Association, 168
Center for Interim Programs, 168
City Year, 168
Dynamy Program, 168
Enrichment Alley, 168
Gap Year Advantage, 169
Global Quest, 168
Global Service, 168
Institute for International Cooperation & 

Development, 168
LeapNow, 168
MASA Israel, 168
National Outdoor Leadership School, 168
Outward Bound, 168
overview, 165–167
Planet Gap Year, 169
Projects Abroad, 169
Rustic Pathways, 169
School of Everything, 169
Seamester, 169
Semester At Sea, 169
ServeNet, 169
Thinking Beyond Borders, 169
Where There Be Dragons, 169
World Learning, 169

Gap Year Advantage program, 169
Gates Millennium Scholars scholarship, 183
gender gap, 53
general education requirements, 46–47
Global Quest gap year program, 168
Global Service gap year program, 168
Gloria Barron Prize for Leadership and Service 

scholarship, 183
Gotajob Web site, 38
Grade Point Average (GPA), 19, 24
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L
language, in essays, 82–83
late bloomers, 154–155
late start

missing deadlines, 152–154
overview, 151–152
salvaging senior year, 154–155
senior year to-do list, 155–157

leadership, student, 34
LeapNow gap year program, 168
learning disabilities, 56–57
legacy admission, 4
letters

award, 133
deferral request, 166–167
of recommendation, 23, 26, 38–40, 103, 152
rejection, 152, 160
reply, 164–165
waitlist, 170

life experience credits, 198
Lifetime Learning Credit, 127
likely schools, 60–61
loans, 124–127
local scholarships, 136
location of college, 50–51
lotto mentality, 62

M
mail, notification by, 160
mailings, college, 49
major, choosing on application, 5–6
male/female ratio, 53
MASA Israel gap year program, 168
MBTI (Myers Briggs Type Indicator), 1
midyear report, 99
military programs, 127
minority student scholarships, 184
missing deadlines, 146–147, 149, 152–154
mistakes, avoiding

application deadline, missing, 147
on application or essay, 146–147
deadlines, tracking, 145

home schooling, 99
home tests, 102
honesty, on brag sheet, 105
honors courses, 27, 98
Hope Credit, 127
Horatio Alger scholarship, 183

I
IB (International Baccalaureate) program, 27, 128
Individualized Education Plan (IEP), 56
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), 56
information session, 69–70, 144
initiative, student, 26–27, 34–35
Institute for International Cooperation & 

Development, 168
Intel Science Talent Scholarship, 184
interest, demonstrated, 20, 69, 87
interest inventory, 2–4
International Baccalaureate (IB) program, 27, 128
Internet. See Web sites
internships, 36–38, 57–58
interview

necessity of, 40–41
preparing for, 41–43
requesting, 144

inventory, interest, 2–4

J
Jackie Robinson Foundation’s Scholarship 

Program, 184
job Web sites, 180
jobs, summer, 35–38

K
Key Club International Scholarship Program, 183
Kiplinger Web site, 51
Kohl’s Kids Who Care scholarship, 182
Komen 5 Scholarship, 185
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New York University (NYU) Web site, 20
notification, admissions decision, 159–160
NPDA (National Portfolio Day Association), 102

O
objective factors, 19
observational art, 102
off-campus interview, 40
officers, admissions, 83, 144. See also admissions
on-campus interview, 40
online applications, 43, 113–115, 128–129
opening sentences, in essays, 84–85
optional essays, 100
optional questions, 100
organization, personal, 103
orientation session, 175
Outward Bound gap year program, 168

P
packages, financial aid, 131–135
paid internships, 36–37
Parent Information section, FAFSA, 129
parents. See also family

advice from, 45–46
campus visit tour guidelines, 71
overly involving in college process, 147–148

part-time jobs, 35
password, online application, 104
Peace Corps, 127
peers, advice from, 46
Pell Grant, 125
performance, academic, 22
Performing and Visual Arts (PVA) college fairs, 102
Perkins Loans, 126
personal art, 102
personal assessment. See self-assessment
personal background, 23
personal expenses, 122
personal history, 97
Personal Identification Number (PIN), online FAFSA, 

129

extracurricular activities, starting early, 143
filing financial aid forms, 147
involving parents, 147–148
overview, 141–142
preparing for SAT/ACT, 146
registration deadline, missing SAT/ACT, 146
researching choices wisely, 142–143
researching college, 147
scholarship deadlines, missing, 149
self assessment, 142
sending SAT/ACT scores, 148
standing out, 143–145
taking personal responsibility, 145
tracking requirements, 145
visiting college, 148

monthly planner, 7–18
multimedia information, 98
multiple depositing, 165, 170, 173
Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI), 1
MySpace profiles, 43

N
National Association of College Admissions 

Counselors (NACAC)
Performing and Visual Arts college fairs, 102
State of College Admission 2008 Report, 

19–20
National Association of Hispanic Journalists 

Scholarship, 181
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), 54
National Institutes of Health Undergraduate 

Scholarship Program, 181
National Merit Scholarship Program, 184
National Outdoor Leadership School, 168
National Portfolio Day Association (NPDA), 102
national scholarships, 180–185
National Science & Math Access to Retain Talent 

Grant (SMART), 125
NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association), 54
need, financial. See financial aid
need-blind admissions, 120–121
need-sensitive admissions, 120–121
networking Web sites, 47
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programs, academic, 52–53
Projects Abroad gap year programs, 169
Prudential Spirit of Community Award scholarship, 

182
Public Agenda financial aid survey, 119–120
Public Ivies, 51–52
public schools, 51–52
PVA (Performing and Visual Arts) college fairs, 102

Q
QuestBridge application, 116–117
questions, optional application, 100

R
rank, class, 25
rankings, college, 48, 116
rating system, University of Michigan, 22–23
reach schools, 59, 61–62
reading, importance of, 32
realistic schools, 60–61
receipt confirmation of application, 117–118
recommendation, letters of, 23, 26, 38–40, 103, 

152
reducing costs, 197–199
regular decision admission plans, 65, 159
rejection decision, 161, 174–175
rejection letters, 152, 160
releasing test scores, 100–101
reply letter, 164–165
report, school, 99
representatives, college, 48–49, 144
request form, deferral, 166–167
requirements, tracking, 145
rescinded offers of admission, 172–173
researching college, 147
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) Scholarship 

Program, 127, 198
responsibilities

college, 201–202
student, 145, 203–204

restrictive early action admission plans, 64

personal interview, 40–43, 144
personal responsibility, 145, 203–204
personal statement

application essay topics, 82–83
avoiding mistakes on, 146–147
Common Application topics, 80–81
don’ts, 86
do’s, 85
evaluating, 94–95
getting started, 84
importance of, 33–34
optional application, 100
overview, 79–80
sample, 88–94
section on application, 98
short-answer essay, 86–88
standing out, 84–85
topics to avoid, 86
writing, 144–145

personality assessments, 2
phone, notification by, 160
physical disabilities, 56–57
PIN (Personal Identification Number), online FAFSA, 

129
Planet Gap Year, 169
planner, monthly, 7–18
plans, admissions

early action plans, 63
early decision, 64–65
regular decision, 65
restrictive early action, 64
rolling admissions, 62–63

PLUS Loans, 126
portfolios, 43, 102
practice exams, 32
preferences assessment, college, 3–4
prepaid tuition plans, 128
priority application, 63, 116
private loans, 126
private schools, 51–52, 122–123
probable schools, 60
professionally written essays, 80
profile, school, 99
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Best Buy, 182
Cancer Survivors Fund, 184
career-related, 181
civic, 136
Coca-Cola First Generation, 185
Coca-Cola national, 182
college, 136
community, 136
corporate, 136, 182
Davidson Fellows, 183
deadlines, missing, 149
DECA (Business), 181
Dell Scholars, 182
Discover, 182
Duck Brand Duct Tape “Stick at Prom”, 182
Elks National Foundation Most Valuable 

Student, 183
financial aid, 116, 124, 136–138
FiSCA, 182
foundation, 183
Gates Millennium Scholars, 183
Gloria Barron Prize for Leadership and Service, 

183
high school, 136
Hispanic Scholarship Fund, 184
Holocaust Remembrance Project, 183
Horatio Alger, 183
Intel Science Talent, 184
Jackie Robinson Foundation’s Scholarship 

Program, 184
Key Club International Scholarship Program, 

183
Kohl’s Kids Who Care, 182
Komen 5, 185
local, 136
minority student, 184
missing deadlines, 149
national, 180–185
National Association of Hispanic Journalists, 

181
National Institutes of Health Undergraduate 

Scholarship Program, 181

résumé
appearance of, 107
examples of, 108–112
online applications, 113
overview, 105–106
tips, 106

review process, application, 22–24
rights, student, 202–203
roadblocks. See mistakes, avoiding
rolling admission plans, 62–63, 159
Ron Brown Scholar scholarship, 184
room and board costs, 122
ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corps) Scholarship 

Program, 127, 198
Rustic Pathways gap year program, 169

S
sad essays, 86
safety, campus, 56
safety schools, 59
Sallie Mae Fund Scholarship Programs, 182
SAMMY (Scholar Athlete Milk Mustache of the 

Year) scholarship, 182
SAR (Student Aid Report), 130
SAT test

versus ACT, 29–31
missing registration deadline, 146
overview, 28
preparing for, 32, 146
releasing scores, 101
sending scores to college, 148
taking in senior year, 151–152

savings plans, 128
scams, scholarship, 137–138
scheduling, block, 25
scholarships

American Cancer Society, 184
American Chemical Society, 181
Anne Ford, 184
applying for, 136–137
athletic, 136
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self-assessment
avoiding mistakes, 142
desires, family, 4–5
inventory checklist, 2–4
major, choosing on application, 5–6
monthly planner, 7–18
next step, 6
strengths, 1–2
values, family, 4–5
weaknesses, 1–2

Semester At Sea program, 169
sending test scores, 100, 148
senior year

grades during, 172–174
responsibilities, 174
salvaging, 154–155
to-do list, 155–157

senioritis, 172–173
September 11 Family members scholarship, 185
ServeNet gap year programs, 169
Service Academy Scholarships, 199
service programs, 127
short-answer essay, 86–88
Siemens Competition scholarship, 184
signature, on application, 98
Signet Classics Scholarship Essay Contest, 182
single choice early action, 64
sites. See Web sites
size, college, 50
SMART (National Science & Math Access to Retain 

Talent Grant), 125
social life, on-campus, 53–54
Social Security number, 103
Society of Women Engineers Scholarship, 181
sororities, 53
Stafford Loans, 126
standardized tests, 28–32. See also ACT test; SAT 

test
standby test taking, 146
standing out, 143–145
starting late

missing deadlines, 152–154
overview, 151–152

National Merit Scholarship Program, 184
private universities, 51
Prudential Spirit of Community Award, 182
QuestBridge, 116
reducing college costs, 197–199
Ron Brown Scholar, 184
ROTC Scholarship Program, 127, 198
Sallie Mae Fund Scholarship Programs, 182
SAMMY, 182
scams, 137–138
science, 184
September 11 Family members, 185
Service Academy Scholarships, 199
Siemens Competition, 184
Signet Classics Scholarship Essay Contest, 182
Society of Women Engineers, 181
talent, 184
trade organization, 136
union, 136, 183
Union Plus AFL/CIO, 183
United Negro College Fund, 184
UPromise, 182
Voice of Democracy Veterans of Foreign War, 

183
Web sites, 180
Xerox Technology Minority, 181

School of Everything gap year program, 169
school profile, 99
school report, 99
Science & Math Access to Retain Talent (SMART) 

Grant, 125
science scholarships, 184
score, viewing application, 100
Score Choice policy, 101
scores, test

in application process, 98
forgetting to send, 148
releasing, 100–101

Seamester gap year program, 169
search Web sites, college, 179
Section 504 plan, 56
Section 529 savings plans, 127–128
security, campus, 56, 202
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test scores, 98, 100
testing Web sites, 180
testing-optional colleges, 29
tests. See also ACT test; SAT test

achievement, 30
aptitude, 30
coaching for, 32
content-based, 30
home, 102
standardized, 28–32
standby test taking, 146
subject, 32–33

Thinking Beyond Borders gap year program, 169
to-do list, senior year, 155–157
tours, campus

academic life, asking about, 71–72
arranging, 69
before applying, 148
campus facilities, asking about, 73–74
campus life, asking about, 72–73
chart for note taking, 74–77
deciding which college to choose, 163
demonstrating interest in college, 144
during senior year, 152
extended community, asking about, 73–74
overview, 47, 67
strategies, 69–71
tips, 69–71
vibe, 68
when to visit, 68–69

tracking
applications checklist, 118
deadlines, 145
requirements, 145

trade organization scholarships, 136
transcripts, 26, 99
transportation costs, 122
travel, summer, 35–36
troubleshooting application Web sites, 115
tuition, 51, 121–124, 197–199
tuition-free colleges, 122–124
tutors, 32

salvaging senior year, 154–155
senior year to-do list, 155–157

state grants, 125
State of College Admission 2008 Report, NACAC, 

19–20
State University of New York (SUNY) system, 51, 122
stated majors, 5–6
statement, personal. See personal statement
strengths, assessing, 1–2
Student Aid Report (SAR), 130
Student Dependency Status section, FAFSA, 129
student diversity, 53
Student Finances section, FAFSA, 129
Student Information section, FAFSA, 129
student rights and responsibilities, in admissions 

process, 202–204
study abroad programs, 57–58
subject tests, 32–33
subjective factors, 19
subsidized Federal Stafford Loans, 126
summer experiences, 35–38
SUNY (State University of New York) system, 51, 122
superscoring, ACT, 31
supplementary materials, for application, 98–99, 

101–102
supplies, cost of, 122

T
talent scholarships, 184
talents assessment, 3
target schools, 59–61
tax credits, 127–128
Teach for America program, 127
Teacher Educational Assistance for College & 

Higher Education Grant (TEACH), 125
teachers

advice from, 46
recommendations, 23, 38–40, 99, 103, 152

technology
in application process, 43
availability of, 55–56

Teens4hire Web site, 38
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tips, 69–71
vibe, 68
when to visit, 68–69

vocabulary, in essays, 82–83
Voice of Democracy Veterans of Foreign War 

scholarship, 183
volunteer work, 34–38

W
waitlist, 162, 169–171, 203
weaknesses, assessing, 1–2
Web sites. See also specific Web sites by name

application, 114–115, 179
career, 179–180
college, 46–47, 160
college search, 179
financial aid, 180
jobs, 180
networking, 47
scholarship, 180
testing, 180
troubleshooting application, 115

weighted average, 25
Where There Be Dragons gap year programs, 169
wording, in essays, 82–83
work experience, 35, 98
work study, 124–127
World Learning gap year programs, 169
writing personal statement. See personal 

statement

X
Xerox Technology Minority Scholarship, 181

Y
yield, 62

U
UCA (Universal College Application), 59, 81, 

114–115
undecided majors, 5–6
Union Plus AFL/CIO scholarship, 183
union scholarships, 136, 183
United Negro College Fund scholarship, 184
Universal College Application (UCA), 59, 81, 

114–115
universal reply date, 164–165
universities, defined, 52. See also colleges
University of Michigan rating system, 22–23
unlikely schools, 61–62
unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loans, 126
unweighted average, 25
UPromise Scholarship, 182
UPromise Web site, 128
user name, online application, 104

V
values, assessing family, 4–5
Veterans of Foreign War Voice of Democracy 

scholarship, 183
viewing application score, 100
visiting campus

academic life, asking about, 71–72
arranging visit, 69
before applying, 148
campus facilities, asking about, 73–74
campus life, asking about, 72–73
chart for note taking, 74–77
deciding which college to choose, 163
demonstrating interest in college, 144
during senior year, 152
extended community, asking about, 73–74
overview, 47, 67
strategies, 69–71
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