
GENERAL INDEX

Accommodations, 38–43. See also
Accommodations Index

best, 4–5
family-friendly, 77

Active vacations, 20–26
AdvenTours, 35
Aguadilla, 7–8
Aguirre Golf Club, 159
Aibonito Flower Festival, 19
Air travel, 31–33, 35–36
Alcaldía (City Hall; San Juan), 112
American Express, 43
Area codes, 43
Arecibo, 8, 139–140
Arecibo Observatory, 139–140
Arroyo, 22
Art galleries, San Juan, 122–123
Atlantic San Juan Tours, 35
Atmosphere (San Juan), 126
ATMs (automated teller machines), 16
Aventuras Tierra Adentro, 24

Babylon (San Juan), 131
Bacardi Artisans’ Fair (San Juan), 20
Backstage Partners, 35
Bared & Sons (San Juan), 126–127
Barrachina’s (San Juan), 128
Bayamón (San Juan), 55
Beach Bar (San Juan), 135
Beaches. See also specific beaches

best, 1–2
camping at, 21–22
Mayagüez, 166–167
Palmas del Mar, 193
Ponce, 157–158
San Juan, 116–118

Belz Factory Outlet World (San 
Juan), 130

Biking, San Juan, 118
Boating, 20–21
Boat tours and cruises

Las Croabas, 188
San Juan, 118

Index
See also Accommodations index below.

Boquerón, 10
Boquerón beach, 166
Bóveda (San Juan), 127
Business hours, 43
Butterfly People (San Juan), 122–123

Cabo Rojo, 10–11
Caja de Muertos, 158
Calendar of events, 18–20
Camera and film, 43
Camping, 21–22
Camuy, 139–140
The Canvas Gallery (San Juan), 123
Capilla de Cristo (San Juan), 109
Caribbean National Forest, 23–24
Carite Forest Reserve, 157
Carnaval Ponceño, 18
Carnival masks, 124, 125, 127, 159
Car travel, 36–37
Casa Blanca (San Juan), 112–113
Casals, Pablo, Museo de (San

Juan), 111
Casals Festival (San Juan), 18
Casa Salazar (Ponce), 154
Casinos, San Juan, 136–137
Castillo de San Felipe del Morro 

(El Morro; San Juan), 6, 108, 116
Castillo Tours & Travel Service, 35
Catedral de San Juan, 109–110
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe

(Ponce), 153
Centro de Bellas Artes (San Juan), 130
Centro Nacional de Artes Populares y

Artesanías (San Juan), 127
Cerro Gordo, 22
Children, families with, San Juan

accommodations, 77
sights and attractions, 115–116

Children’s Museum (San Juan), 116
Cigar Bar (San Juan), 132
City walls (San Juan), 112
Climate, 16–17
Club Deportivo (Cabo Rojo), 159
Club Laser (San Juan), 131
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Coamo, 11, 185–186
Cockfights, San Juan, 137
Coffin Island, 158
Coliseo Gallístico (San Juan), 137
Columbus, Christopher, 7
Columbus Day, 19
Condado Beach (San Juan), 117
Condado (San Juan), 53–54

accommodations, 64–70
restaurants, 93–97

Cups (San Juan), 135
Currency and currency exchange,

15–16
Customs regulations, 13–15

Deep-sea fishing, 22–23
Palmas del Mar, 193
San Juan, 118

Disabilities, travelers with, 28–29
Diving, 24–25

Las Croabas, 189
Luquillo Beach, 146–147
Palmas del Mar, 194
Rincón, 173–174
San Juan, 119

Documents needed for entry, 12
Dorado, 140–143
Driving rules, 37
Drugs, 44
Drugstores, 44

Easter, 18
Eco Xcursion Aquática, 35
El Alcázar (San Juan), 127
El Arsenal (San Juan), 113
El Comandante (San Juan), 119
Electricity, 44
El Morro (Castillo de San Felipe del

Morro; San Juan), 6, 108, 116
El Museo Castillo Serralles (Ponce), 153
El Patio de Sam (San Juan), 132
El Vigía Hill (Ponce), 153–154
El Yunque, 3, 10, 138, 143–146
Emancipation Day, 18
Emerald Isles (San Juan), 128
Emergencies, 44
Entry requirements, 12–13
Eros (San Juan), 135
Escorted tours, 34–35
Estación Experimental Agrícola Federal

(Mayagüez), 166

Fajardo, 10. See also Las Croabas
Families with children, San Juan

accommodations, 77
sights and attractions, 115–116

Family travel, 30–31
Fax machines, 47
Festival La Casita, 20
Festival of Puerto Rican Music 

(San Juan), 19
Fiesta Bar (San Juan), 133
Fishing, 22–23

Palmas del Mar, 193
San Juan, 118

Fitness centers, San Juan, 120–121
Flamenco Beach, 22
Fort San Cristóbal (San Juan),

108–109

Galería Botello (San Juan), 123
Gay and lesbian travelers, 29

San Juan, 135–136
Golden Door, 190
Golf, 2–3, 23

Dorado, 141
Palmas del Mar, 193–194
Ponce area, 159
Punta Borinquén, 174
San Juan, 118

Good Friday, 18
Guajataca Beach, 183
Guánica State Forest, 156
Guesthouses, 40
Guineo, Lake, 157

Hacienda Buena Vista (near 
Ponce), 155

Hacienda Country Club (San 
Juan), 131

Handicrafts, San Juan, 126–128
Hato Rey (San Juan), 54
Health concerns, 26–28
Hiking, 23–24

El Yunque, 144–145
Palmas del Mar, 194
near Ponce, 156–157

Hillbilly Tours, 35
Holidays, 17–18
Horse racing, San Juan, 119
Hospitals, 44
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Hotels and resorts, 38–43. See also
Accommodations Index

best, 4–5
family-friendly, 77

Houlihan’s (San Juan), 131–132
Humacao, 193
Hurricane season, 16–17

Iguana Water Sports, 21
Internet access, 44–45
Isabela, 184–185
Isla Verde Beach (San Juan), 117
Isla Verde (San Juan), 54

accommodations, 72–79
restaurants, 101–105

Jayuya, 180
Jewelry, San Juan, 128–129
Joseph Manchini (San Juan), 128
Joyería Riviera (San Juan), 129
Juan Ponce de León Museum (San

Juan), 113
Junior’s Bar (San Juan), 135–136
Just-A-Vacation, 34

Kayaking, 21, 35, 190
Kudeta (San Juan), 133

La Calle (San Juan), 124
La Cordillera, 190
La Fortaleza (San Juan), 113
Lago de Guajataca, 183
La Guancha, 158
Lalin Leather Shop (San Juan), 129
Language, 45
La Parguera, 25, 158
La Raza Day, 19
Las Cabezas de San Juan Nature

Reserve, 4, 10, 188
Las Croabas, 187–192
Liberty Travel, 34
Linen House (San Juan), 129
Liquor laws, 45
Loíza Carnival, 19
Luis Muñoz Marín Park (San Juan), 116
Lupi’s (San Juan), 132
Luquillo Beach, 1, 118, 138, 146–149

Maragata Yacht Charter, 21
María’s (San Juan), 133
Maricao, 167
Maricao State Forest, 24, 167
Marinas, 20, 189
Marriage requirements, 45
Marshalls (San Juan), 126
Masks, 124, 125, 127, 159
Mayagüez, 11, 164–169
Medical insurance, 26–27
Mesones gastronómicos, 179
Miramar (San Juan), 53

accommodations, 70
restaurants, 97–98

Mona Island, 167, 168
Money matters, 15–16
Museo Castillo Serralles (Ponce), 153
Museo de Arte de Ponce, 6, 154
Museo de Arte (San Juan), 110
Museo de las Américas (San 

Juan), 111
Museo del Niño (San Juan), 116
Museo de Pablo Casals (San 

Juan), 111
Museo de San Juan, 110–111
Museum of Puerto Rican Music

(Ponce), 154
Museum of the History of Ponce,

154–155

National Plantain Festival
(Corozal), 19

Newspapers and magazines, 45

Ocean Park Beach (San Juan),
1, 117–118

Ocean Park (San Juan), 54
accommodations, 71–72
restaurants, 98–100

Off season, 17
Old San Juan, 6, 53

accommodations, 59–63
restaurants, 82–90
White Christmas Festival, 19

Olé (San Juan), 127
Olio (San Juan), 133–134
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Package tours, 33–34
Palmas del Mar, 11–12, 192–196
Palm Court (San Juan), 134
Paradores, 40–42

eastern Puerto Rico, 196–197
western Puerto Rico, 179–186

Parque Ceremonial Indígena-Caguaña
(near Utuado), 182

Parque de Bombas (Ponce), 155
Parque de los Próceres (Mayagüez),

166
Parque El Faro de Rincón, 174
Passports, 45–46
Pets, 46
Piercing Pagoda (San Juan), 129
Playa de Ponce, 2
Playa Dorado, 8
Playa Escondido, 189–190
Playa Higüero, 2, 172
Playa La Parguera, 25, 158
Playa Seven Seas, 189
Plaza de Colón (San Juan), 114
Plaza del Mercado de Santurce 

(San Juan), 130
Plaza del Quinto Centenario (San

Juan), 114
Plaza Las Américas (San Juan), 122
Plaza Las Delicias (Ponce), 152–153
Plazuela de la Rogativa (San Juan),

112
Ponce, 11, 150–164

accommodations, 160–161
Costa Caribe Golf & Country 

Club, 159
getting to and around, 152
outdoor activities, 156–159
restaurants, 161–164
shopping, 159–160
sights and attractions, 6, 152–156

Postal services, 46
PRwest Vacation Services, 35
Públicos, 38
Puerta de Tierra (San Juan), 53

accommodations, 63–64
restaurants, 90–93

Puerto del Rey, 20, 189
Puerto Rican Arts & Crafts (San Juan),

127–128
Puerto Rico Discovery Day, 19
Puerto Rico Tours, 34
Punta Higüero, 166, 172
Punta Maracayo, 22

Quebradillas, 183–184
Quincentennial Plaza (San 

Juan), 114

Regions in brief, 7
Rincón, 8, 172–179
Rio Camuy Cave Park, 3, 8, 24, 140
Río Piedras (San Juan), 54
Ritz-Carlton Casino (San Juan), 137
Road maps, 38
Rumba (San Juan), 132
Running, San Juan, 119

Safety, 28
Sailing, 20–21
Sandy Beach, 173
San Juan, 7, 49–137

accommodations, 59–79
arriving in, 49–52
beaches, 116–118
emergencies, 57
finding an address in, 52–53
getting around, 55–56
hospital, 57
for kids, 115–116
layout of, 52
neighborhoods in brief, 53–55
nightlife, 130–137
outdoor activities, 116–122
police, 57
post office, 57–58
restaurants, 80–105
safety, 58
shopping, 122–130
sights and attractions, 106–116
sightseeing tours, 115
street maps, 53
suggested itineraries, 106, 108
taxis, 55
telephone and fax, 58
visitor information, 52

San Juan Bautista Day, 19
San Juan Cemetery, 112
San Juan Gate, 111
San Juan National Historic 

Site, 108
San Juan Water Fun, 21
Santurce (San Juan)

accommodations, 71–72
restaurants, 98–100
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Scuba diving, 24–25
Las Croabas, 189
Luquillo Beach, 146–147
Palmas del Mar, 194
Rincón, 173–174
San Juan, 119

Seasons, 16–17
Senior travel, 30
The Shacks, 183
Shannon’s Irish Pub (San Juan), 134
Smoking, 46
Snorkeling, 25

Dorado, 141
Luquillo Beach, 146–147
Palmas del Mar, 194
Rincón, 172
San Juan, 119–120

Spas, San Juan, 120–121
Special-interest tours, 35
Spicy Caribbee (San Juan), 126
Steps, 172
Sun exposure, 27
Sun ‘n Sand (San Juan), 123
Sunshine Tours, 35
Surfing, 25–26

Mayagüez, 166
Rincón, 173–174

Taíno Indians, 182
Tap water, 27
Taxes, 46–47
Teatro la Perla (Ponce), 155
Teatro (San Juan), 136
Teatro Tapía (San Juan), 113–114,

130–131
Telephone, 47
Tennis, 2–3, 26, 158, 190, 194–195

San Juan, 121–122
Three Kings Day, 18
Tía María’s Liquor Store (San 

Juan), 136
Tibes Indian Ceremonial Center (near

Ponce), 155–156
Time Out Family Amusement Center

(San Juan), 116
Time zone, 47
Tipping, 47–48
Toro Negro Forest Reserve, 157
TourScan, 34
Transportation, 35–38
Tres Hermanos Beach, 21

Tropical Agriculture Research Station
(Mayagüez), 6, 166

Utuado, 181

Vacation homes, 42–43
Vacation Together, 34
Villa Palmeras (San Juan), 54
Villas and vacation homes, 42–43
Visitor information, 12

Water, drinking, 27
Watersports. See also specific sports

Dorado, 141
Las Croabas, 188–190

Weights and measures, 48
Wet Bar/Liquid (San Juan), 134
Whale-watching, 174
Wildlife refuges, 22
Windsurfing, 26

Dorado, 141
Rincón, 173

Xian Imports (San Juan), 128

Zabó (San Juan), 134–135

ACCOMMODATIONS
Acacia Seaside Inn (San Juan), 68
Atlantic Beach Hotel (San Juan),

68–69
Caribe Hilton (San Juan), 63–64
Casa de Playa Beach Hotel (San Juan),

78–79
Casa Grande Mountain Retreat 

(Utuado), 181
Casa Isleña Inn (Rincón), 175–176
Ceiba Country Inn, 145
Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino 

(San Juan), 4, 66
Coqui Inn (San Juan), 79
Coral Princess Inn (San Juan), 69
Courtyard by Marriott Isla Verde

Beach Resort (San Juan), 77
Courtyard San Juan Miramar, 70
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El Canario by the Lagoon (San Juan),
67–68

El Canario Inn (San Juan), 70
El Conquistador Resort & Golden

Door Spa (Las Croabas),
4, 5, 190–191

El Convento (San Juan), 60
El San Juan Hotel & Casino, 74–75, 77
Embassy Suites Dorado del Mar

Beach & Golf Resort, 142
The Fajardo Inn, 197
Four Points by Sheraton Palmas del

Mar Resort (Humacao), 195
Gallery Inn at Galería San Juan, 62
Hampton Inn Suites (San Juan), 77, 78
Holiday Inn Mayagüez & Tropical

Casino, 167
Horned Dorset Primavera Hotel

(Rincón), 174–175
Hostería del Mar (San Juan), 71
Hotel Bélgica (Ponce), 161
Hotel El Guajataca (Quebradillas), 183
Hotel Meliá (Ponce), 160–161
Hotel Milano, 63
Hotel Parador Palmas de Lucía 

(Yabucoa), 197
Howard Johnson Hotel (San Juan), 78
InterContinental San Juan Resort &

Casino, 75
The Lazy Parrot (Rincón), 176
Lemontree Oceanfront Cottages

(Rincón), 176

L’Habitation Beach Guesthouse (San
Juan), 72

Mayagüez Resort & Casino, 168–169
Normandie Hotel (San Juan), 64
Numero Uno Guest House (San 

Juan), 71–72
Paradisus Puerto Rico (Coco 

Beach), 147
Parador Baños de Coamo, 186
Parador Hacienda Gripiñas 

(Jayuya), 180
Parador Villa Antonio (Rincón), 177
Parador Vistamar (Quebradillas), 184
Ponce Hilton & Casino, 5, 160
Radisson Ambassador Plaza Hotel &

Casino (San Juan), 67
Rincón of the Seas, 175
Ritz-Carlton San Juan Hotel, Spa &

Casino, 5, 75–76
San Juan Marriott Resort & Stellaris

Casino, 66–67
San Juan Water & Beach Club Hotel, 76
Sheraton Old San Juan Hotel &

Casino, 60, 62
Villa Cofresi (Rincón), 177
Villas del Mar Hau (Isabela), 185
WesternBay Mayaguez, 169
Westin Rio Mar Beach Golf Resort &

Spa (Río Grande), 4, 5, 147–148
At Wind Chimes Inn (San Juan), 69, 77
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