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A
Abohav, Isaac, 273. See also Menorat HaMaor
Abortion, 1–4; and health of the mother, 2–3;

and triplets, 2; what’s not kosher, 2–3
Abraham, 9, 56, 120
Achad Ha’Am, 196
Acharei Mot, 204
Acharonim, 271
Akiva Eiger, Rabbi, 66, 130, 245
Alcoholism, 18, 131, 168
Aliyah, 222, 238–243. See also Torah reading
Amidah, 9
Amos, 157
Animals: hunting of, 94–95; kosher, 91; and

organ transplantation, 164–165
Animals, kindness to, 133–137; and bullfighting,

134; feeding pets, 93, 134; kenneling pets,
58–59, 133; and killing of animals, 91–92,
94–95; and medical research, 134; purchas-
ing pets, 135; raising dangerous animals,
134–135; responsibilities regarding lost or
suffering animals, 133; what’s not kosher,
134–135

Applying for a job, 5–7; what’s not kosher, 6–7
Arba’ah Turim (The Four Rows), 270
Arguing with others, 8–12; and arguing with

God, 9–10; kosher arguing, 8–9; what’s not
kosher, 10–11

Artson, Rabbi Bradley, 137
Asher, Rabbi Jacob ben, 270
Ashkenazim: and funerals, 63; and mitzvot, 152;

and the Shulchan Aruch, 271; and tomb-
stones, 64

Autopsies, 13–15; what’s not kosher, 15
Avot de Rabbi Natan, 102, 157

B
Baal Shem Tov, 186, 273
Babylonian Talmud, 269
Bal Taschit, 73, 74. See also Ecology
Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebrations, 21–22; and perform-

ance of mitzvot, 153; second, 153; and Torah
readings, 240, 242. See also Celebrations

Ben Bag, 162
Ben Sirah, 94
Ben Zoma, 128
Birkat HaMazon, 22, 127
Birth control, 200–201
Bnei Yissacher, 118
Book of Damages to Property (Maimonides), 135
Boteach, Rabbi Shmuley, 198–199
Bruner, Jerome, 174
Buber, Martin, 106
Bulka, Reuven P., 198
Bunam, Rabbi Simcha, 185
Burial. See Death and dying
Bush, George W., 15
Business practices, 16–20; and charity, 17; and

ecology, 75; honesty and truth in, 18, 161–
162; selling alcohol, 18; selling firearms, 16;
and unfair competition, 18; what’s not
kosher, 17–19

C
Celebrations, 21–25; Bar/Bat Mitvahs, 21–22,

153, 240, 242; weddings, 23–24, 138–145;
what’s not kosher, 23–24. See also Weddings

Central Conference of Reform Rabbis (CCAR),
24, 167, 260, 271

Chafetz Chayim: Shemirat Lashon (Kagan), 107
Chaimovitz, Nachum, 49
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Charity/righteous giving, 26–32; and business
practices, 17; distinguishing needs, 29–30;
and friends, 26; and funerals, 63; and mitz-
vah, 155; non-Jewish, 26–27; and publicity,
28–29; and relatives, 27; soliciting, 27–28;
what’s not kosher, 29–30

Children’s obligations to their families, 33–37;
calling parents by their names, 33–34; care
of elderly parents, 77–78; and fear of parents,
35; and parents’ advice, 34–35; and par-
ents’ disapproval of relationships, 33, 100;
and siblings, 35; what’s not kosher, 34–35.
See also Parents’ obligations to children

Chipman, Jonathan, 31
Chiyya bar Avin, Rabbi, 237
Choshen Mishpat, 125, 211, 270
Circumcision, 38–41; of adults, 40; and baby

naming, 40; and the eighth day, 39–40; and
lighting of candles, 38; and mohels, 38, 39;
at night, 41; on Sabbath/holidays, 39; what’s
not kosher, 40–41

Clothing and care of the body, 42–50; bathing
and hygiene, 47; body piercing, 44–45; and
charity, 30; cigarette smoking, 47–48; cross-
dressing, 45; drug use, 48–49; furs, 45–46;
head coverings, 42, 43–44; kippa (yarmulke),
42, 43, 218; mourners’ clothing, 63; syna-
gogue dress, 42–43, 44, 218; tattoos, 46–47;
wedding dresses/groom’s attire, 140; what’s
not kosher, 46–49; women’s, 43–44, 45

Code of Jewish Law, 270–271; Choshen Mish-
pat, 125, 211, 270; on clothing and care of
the body, 43, 50; Even HaEzer, 270; Laws 
of Fringes, 225; Laws of Hanukkah, 112–113,
114, 115, 117; Laws of Mourning, 66; Laws
of Reading the Torah, 243; Laws of Suicide,
216; Laws of Torah Study, 244; Orach
Chayim, 21, 25, 31, 82, 85, 176, 193, 220,
221, 238, 243, 270; Sanctity of the Syna-
gogue, 220, 221; on tefillin, 236; on visiting
the sick, 250, 251, 252, 255; on witnesses,
265; Yoreh Deah, 15, 33, 37, 39, 78, 90, 229,
232, 270. See also Shulchan Aruch

Cohen, Ben, 17
Commitments, 51–55; breaking promises, 51–52;

invalid vows, 54; promises in name of God,
52–53; promises to God, 53–54; what’s not
kosher, 53–54

Conservative Judaism: and abortion, 3; and 
codes of Jewish law, 271, 272; and homo-
sexuality, 203; and kosher foods, 89, 90; and
minyans, 177; and Sabbath, 196; and stem
cell research, 15; and synagogue dress, 43,
44, 218; and tallitot, 223; and Torah read-
ings, 242; and wedding ceremonies, 140,
141; and witnesses, 264; women and tefillin
in, 235

Conservative Rabbinical Assembly, Law Com-
mittee, 44–45, 89, 90

Cordovero, Moses, 136
Criticizing others, 56–61; by coaches and teachers,

56–57; and criticism of God, 56; and friend-
ship, 98; rejecting criticism, 57–58; and restau-
rant tips, 58; what’s not kosher, 57–59

D
David, 98, 100
Death and dying, 62–70; and amputated limbs,

66; and autopsies, 13–15; burial clothing,
67–68; burial in a tallit, 223; burial in non-
Jewish cemeteries, 68; burials and tattoos,
46; and caskets, 63; and cremation, 68; and
embalming, 67; and funerals, 62–63, 68–69;
mausoleum burials, 65; and mourners’ cloth-
ing, 63, 69; Mourner’s Kaddish, 64, 66–67;
shivah guidelines, 63–64, 68, 69; and sui-
cide, 213–217; tombstone unveilings, 65;
tombstones, 64–65; what’s not kosher, 67–69

Deuteronomy: on applying for a job, 7; on burial,
70; on business practices, 18; on celebrations,
25; on charity, 27, 32; on clothing/dress, 45,
50; on ecology, 72, 73, 76; on the elderly/
aged parents, 79; on employer-employee rela-
tions, 83, 85; on food, 94, 96; on honesty and
truth, 125; on kindness to animals, 137; on
kosher animals, 91; and mezuzah, 146, 149;
and mitzvah, 155; on parents’ obligations to
children, 168, 174; and prayer, 182; on Sab-
bath, 194, 197; on suicide, 217; on tallitot,
223; on tefillin, 234; on war, 257, 258, 260;
on witnesses, 63, 266

Deuteronomy Rabbah, 156
Dietary laws. See Food
Does God Belong in the Bedroom? (Gold), 203
Donin, Rabbi Hayim, 226
Dorff, Rabbi Elliot, 166, 198
Duties of the Heart (Pakuda), 274

E
Ecclesiastes, 49, 70
Ecclesiastes Rabbah, 99, 102
Ecclesiasticus, 98, 111
Eco-kosher movement, 86–87
Ecology, 71–76; and business practices, 75; and

fruit-bearing trees, 72; and littering, 74–75;
and planting during sabbatical years, 72–73; 
and proper zoning, 71–72; recycling, 71; and
wastefulness, 73, 74; what’s not kosher, 73–75

Eisenstein, Judith Kaplan, 153
Elderly, 77–81; and age discrimination, 80; and

children’s obligations to their parents, 77–78;
fulfillment of religious obligations by, 77;
respectful and reverent care for, 78–79;
what’s not kosher, 79–80
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Eliezer, Rabbi, 202–203
Elimelech of Lyzhansk, 103
Employer-employee relations, 82–85; and co-

workers who steal, 159; and following unethi-
cal orders, 84; and honesty, 84; and mutual
obligations, 83; paychecks and compensation,
83; and Sabbath observance, 82–83; and time
for saying prayers, 82; what’s not kosher, 83–
84. See also Jobs, applying for; Office work

Epstein, Rabbi Yechiel, 216, 272
Esther, 38
Ethics of the Fathers: on arguing with others, 11,

12; on celebrations, 23; on charity, 31; on
commitments, 53–54, 55; on death and
dying, 70; on friendship, 100, 102, 103; on
gossip and speech, 107, 108; on honesty and
truth, 121, 122, 123; on hospitality, 132; 
and mitzvah, 150, 155, 158; on money, 210;
on repentance, 188; on teacher-student rela-
tionships, 228, 230, 231; and Torah reading,
238; on Torah study, 245, 247, 248; on wit-
nesses, 266

Etkes, Immanuel, 31
Even HaEzer, 136, 205, 270
Exodus: on abortion, 4; on adultery, 206; on chil-

dren’s obligations to their families, 37; on ecol-
ogy, 72, 73; on food, 96; on gossip and speech,
108; on honesty and truth, 124, 126; on kind-
ness to animals, 133, 134, 137; and mitzvah,
155; on names of God, 52; on Sabbath, 194,
196, 197; on suicide, 217; and tefillin, 237; 
on witnesses, 266; on work/labor, 7

Exodus Rabbah, 30, 49, 136, 172, 181

F
Families. See Children’s obligations to their fami-

lies; Parents’ obligations to children
Feinstein, Rabbi Moshe, 195
Festival Kiddush, 24
Fez, Jacob, 270
Finkelstein, Louis, 267
Food, 86–96; and animal welfare, 94–95; eco-

kosher movement, 86–87; eggs, 95; fish and
meat on same dish, 90; glatt kosher, 87; 
and gluttony, 94; of Hanukkah, 116; and hos-
pitality, 127, 129, 130; and hunting for sport,
94–95; kosher animals, 91; kosher kitchen
requirements, 91; kosher milk, 92; kosher
slaughtering, 91–92, 94; and kosher style, 95;
kosher symbols on food products, 88–89; and
nonkosher restaurants, 87–88; pet food, 93;
rare steak, 90; raw vegetables, 91; swordfish,
89–90; tips for buying kosher food, 92–93;
treif (nonkosher food), 86, 94, 95; veal, 86–87;
vegetarianism, 86; wasting of, 73, 74; what’s
not kosher, 94–95

Frank, Anne, 31

Frankel, Ellen, 20
Freehof, Solomon, 216
Friedman, Milton, 17
Friendship, 97–103; and competition, 98–99;

and criticism, 98; ethical demands and re-
sponsibilities of, 100–102; with non-Jews, 97;
and parents’ approval, 97, 100; and receipt 
of gifts, 99; and transmitting of rumors, 99;
what’s not kosher, 100–102

Funerals, 62–63, 68–69, 213–214. See also
Death and dying

G
Gabirol, Solomon ibn, 111
Gamaliel, Rabbi, 21–22, 128
Gaon, Hai, 12, 272
Gaon, Saadiah, 272
Gaonic period, 269
Gemara, 269
Genesis: on arguing with others, 9; on circum-

cision, 41; on clothing and care of the body,
44, 50; on commitments, 53; on criticizing
others, 56; on death and dying, 63, 67; on
food, 96; on friendship, 101; on honesty and
truth, 120; on hospitality, 130, 132; and mar-
riage, 144, 145; on meditation, 178; and
mitzvah, 152–153; on prayer, 182; on sex,
201, 206

Genesis Rabbah, 59, 76, 85, 108
Geonim, 269
Gerondi, Nissim, 272
Gillman, Rabbi Neil, 128, 147
Gold, Rabbi Michael, 203
Gordon, Martin, 149
Gossip and speech, 104–111; advice for control-

ling one’s speech, 106–107; interruptions, 108;
language that embarrasses/shames, 104; lashon
hara (evil speech), 107–108; nicknames, 104–
105; office gossip, 161; profanity, 109; rumors,
99, 105; speaking badly about oneself, 109;
thank-you notes, 109; what’s not kosher,
105–109

Greenberg, Sydney, 10
Greenfield, Jerry, 17
Guide for the Perplexed (Maimonides), 136
Guide to Jewish Religious Practice (Klein), 4,

271, 272

H
Halachic Organ Donor Society, 164
HaNasi, Judah, 268
Hanerot Hallalu, 118
Hanukkah, 112–119; and food, 116; and gift

exchange, 113; and Hanukkah miracle story,
115; and the hanukkiah, 112–117; hanuk-
kiah candles, 114, 116, 117; placement of
the hanukkiah, 114; procedures for lighting 
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Hanukkah. continued
the hanukkiah, 113–114, 115; what’s not
kosher, 116–117; working during, 115

Hasagat gevul, 19
Hasidic folktales, 158, 173
Hasidic Judaism, 44
Herzog, Israeli Chief Rabbi, 13–14
Heschel, Abraham Joshua, 79, 80, 81, 177, 196
Hinnuch (Aaron Ha-Levi), 265, 273
Homosexuality, 203–204
Honesty and truth, 120–126; in applying for a

job, 7; in business dealings, 18, 161–162;
and compliments, 121; and employer-em-
ployee relations, 84; and found objects, 122,
124; and giving the benefit of the doubt,
121–122; and persons with serious illness,
122–123; and plagiarism, 123; and retrieving
lost objects, 124; and stealing, 124; telling
lies, 120–121; what’s not kosher, 122–124

Horowitz, Rabbi Jacob Isaac, 273
Hospitality, 127–132; and food, 127, 129, 131;

and non-Jewish celebrations, 129–130; re-
quirements for being a good guest, 128–129,
131; requirements for being a good host,
127–128, 130–131; and serving alcohol, 131;
and telling lies, 121; what’s not kosher,
130–131

I
Ibn Ezra, 52
“If You Look at the Stars” (Zeitlin), 10
Iggeret Ha-kodesh, 205
The Insecurities of Freedom (Heschel), 79, 80, 81
Isaiah, 157, 196, 261
Israel: autopsies in, 13–14; and Six Days’ War, 259
Isserles, Rabbi Moses, 66, 178, 191, 205, 271

J
Jacob’s vow, 53
Jechiel, Rabbi Asher ben, 270
Jephthah, 51–52
Jerusalem Talmud, 269; Baba Batra, 75; Berachot,

181, 221; Demai, 132; Hagigah, 102; Kid-
dushin, 75; Nedarim, 54; Peah, 7, 36, 160,
162, 256

Jewish Post Weekly, 15
Job, 70
Jobs: applying for, 5–7; quitting, 159. See also

Employer-employee relations; Office Work
Jonathan, 100
Judaism on Pleasure (Bulka), 198
Judges, 51, 257
Judith, 115

K
Kabbalah, 274. See also Zohar
Kagan, Rabbi Israel Mayer, 107, 273

Karo, Rabbi Joseph, 72, 270–271. See also
Shulchan Aruch

Kayyara ha-Darshan, Shimon, 274
Keriah, 63, 213
Kevorkian, Jack, 215
Kindness to animals. See Animals, kindness to
Kings, second book of, 123
Kippa (yarmulke), 42, 43, 218
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, 35, 243, 273. See also

Shulchan Aruch
Klein, Rabbi Isaac, 4, 271
Kook, Rabbi Abraham, 271
Korach, 10
Kosher Sex (Boteach), 198–199
Kotzker Rebbe, 125, 176, 245, 248, 273
Kushner, Rabbi Harold, 76

L
Lamentations Rabbah, 127
Lashon hara, 107–108. See also Gossip and speech
Laws of Hanukkah, 112–113, 114, 115, 117
Leder, Rabbi Steven Z., 24
Levine, Jonathan, 10
Leviticus: on business practices, 17, 18, 20; on

children’s obligations to their families, 33,
34, 37; on clothing and care of the body, 46,
48, 49; on criticizing others, 61; on ecology,
76; on the elderly, 78, 79, 81; on food, 96; on
gossip and speech, 109, 111; on hospitality,
131; on kosher animals, 91; on repentance,
183; on shopping, 212; Sifra on, 7, 96; on
synagogue behavior, 221; on tallitot, 224; 
on witnesses, 265, 266

Leviticus Rabbah, 47, 106, 261
Liberal Judaism: and abortion, 1; and autopsies,

13; and cremation, 68
Lifnim meshurat hadin, 23
Lubliner Rebbe, 12, 273
Luria, Solomon (Maharshal), 21, 271
Luzzatto, Moshe Chayim, 18, 273

M
Maccabees, second book of, 115, 118
Maimonides, Moses, 270, 273; on abortion, 3; on

animals, 135, 136; on arguing with others, 11;
on care of the body, 46, 49, 50; on charity, 26,
27, 28, 29, 31–32; on criticizing others, 57,
59; on death and dying, 69; on ecology, 73,
76; on employee-employer relations, 83, 162;
on gluttony, 94; on organ transplants, 167; on
prayer, 181; on repentance, 186–188; on the
Sabbath, 192; on selling weapons, 16; on sex,
199; on shopping, 211; on teacher-student
relationships, 228, 230, 231, 232; on Torah
study, 249; on war, 258, 260; on witnesses,
263; on women and mitzvot, 151–152. 
See also Mishneh Torah (Maimonides)
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Maimonides’ Eight Degrees of Tzedakah,
31–32

Mappah (Tablecloth), 271
Mar Rabina, 24
Marriage, 138–145. See also Weddings
Matters of Life and Death (Dorff), 198
Matthew, Gospel of, 236
Mechilta, 20, 137, 273
Mechilta of Rabbi Ishmael, 36
Mechilta Pischa, 157
Medicine, kosher, 92
Meditation, 178
Meir, Golda, 261
Meir, Jacob ben, 274
Meir of Rothenberg, Rabbi, 264
Meiri, 273
Menachem Mendel of Kotsk, Rabbi (Kotzker

Rebbe), 125, 176, 245, 248, 273
Menorah, 112
Menorat HaMaor, 49, 106, 110, 273
Mezuzah, 146–149; affixing, 146–147; for cars,

148–149; kissing, 147; and moving from a
home, 147; and the parchment, 146, 148;
placement of, 146; and the sukkah, 149;
what’s not kosher, 148–149

Micah, 157
Midrash, 273; Deuteronomy Rabbah, 156;

Ecclesiastes Rabbah, 99, 102; Exodus, 80;
Exodus Rabbah, 30, 49, 136, 172, 181; Gen-
esis Rabbah, 59, 76, 85, 108; Lamentations
Rabbah, 127; Leviticus Rabbah, 47, 106,
261; Numbers Rabbah, 233; Psalms, 137,
156; Ruth Rabbah, 124, 196; Song of Songs
Rabbah, 230, 248

Midrash Tanchuma, 273
Mishnah, 268–269; Baba Batra, 71; Baba Kama,

208; Baba Metzia, 125, 209, 211; Eduyot,
102; Horayot, 258; Ketubot, 201, 205; Laws
of Blessings, 130; Nedarim, 202; Oholot, 3,
4; Peah, 249; Pirke Avot, 268; Sanhedrin,
167, 186; Shekalim, 32; Sotah, 261; Sukkah,
157. See also Ethics of the Fathers

Mishnah of Judah the Prince, 273
Mishneh Torah (Maimonides), 270; commen-

tary to Mishnah Oholot, 3; Laws of Ethics,
49, 50; Laws of Hiring, 83, 162; Laws of
Kings, 73, 76; Laws of Marital Sex, 199;
Laws of Mourning, 69; Laws of Personality
Development, 57, 59; Laws of Prayer, 181;
Laws of Repentance, 188; Laws of Shabbat,
192; Laws of Study, 231, 232, 249; Laws of
Theft, 211; Laws of Tzedakah, 26, 27, 28,
29, 31–32; on war, 260; on witnesses, 263

Mitzvah, 150–158; age at which able to perform,
152, 153; and Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremonies,
153; as good deed, 155; by non-Jews, 152;
nonkosher ways of performing, 153–154;

procedures for fulfilling, 150–151; rewards
for, 155; what’s not kosher, 153–156; and
women, 151–152, 154–155

Moses, 10
Mourner’s Kaddish, 64, 66–67

N
Nachman bar Yitzchak, Rabbi, 237
Nachman of Bratslav, Rabbi, 20, 49, 81, 177,

226, 273
Nachmanides, 247, 274
Natan, Rabbi, 76, 102
National Donor Sabbath, 164
Nine Questions People Ask About Judaism

(Prager and Telushkin), 195
Non-Jews: attending funerals of, 66; cemeteries

of, 68; and charities, 26–27; and friendship,
97; hospitality and non-Jewish celebrations,
129–130; at Jewish funerals, 66; and kosher
business practices, 19; mitzvot performed by,
152; prayer and non-Jewish services, 178–
179; and Sabbath work, 192–193; and Torah
readings, 242; as witnesses, 265

Numbers, 10, 55, 188, 200, 224, 226
Numbers Rabbah, 233

O
Obadiah of Bartenura, Rabbi, 205
Office work, 159–162; and honesty, 161–162;

and office gossip, 161; and productivity, 160,
161; quitting a job, 159; and stealing, 159,
160–162; what’s not kosher, 160–162; and
workaholism, 160. See also Employer-
employee relations

Orach Chayim, 21, 25, 31, 82, 85, 176, 193, 220,
221, 238, 243, 270

Organ transplants, 163–167; and animal organs/
artificial organs, 164–165; declaring some-
one officially dead, 165–166; donating one’s
body to science, 165; and organ donation,
163–164; selling organs for profit, 166; what’s
not kosher, 166

Orthodox Judaism: and abortion, 1, 3; and autop-
sies, 13, 15; and codes of Jewish law, 272;
and kosher foods, 88–89, 90, 92; and min-
yans, 177; and organ donation, 165; and Sab-
bath, 195, 196; and synagogue dress, 43, 44,
218; and tallitot, 222, 223; and wedding cer-
emonies, 140, 141; women and tefillin in,
235; on women saying Kaddish, 67

Otzar Dinim U’minhagim, 172

P
Pakuda, Bachya ibn, 216, 274
Palestinian Talmud, 269. See also Jerusalem

Talmud
Pappa, Rabbi, 169
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Parents’ obligations to children, 168–174; and
alcoholic children, 168; and parents’ anger,
169–170; and parents as coaches and teachers,
169, 170; and snooping/violations of privacy,
171–172; and threats of physical punishment,
170–171; what’s not kosher, 170–172. 
See also Children’s obligations to their families

Path of the Just (Luzzatto), 18
Peli, Pinchas, 95
Pesikta Rabbati, 185, 274
Pets. See Animals, kindness to
Pirke Avot, 192, 268. See also Mishnah
Pirke de Rabbi Eliezer, 110
Posekim, 271–272
Prager, Dennis, 195
Prayer, 175–182; communal/solitary, 176–177;

direction to face during, 178; and employer-
employee relations, 82; guidelines for finding
meaning in, 175–176; and Hebrew language,
175; keeping up with the service, 177; and
meditation, 178; and minyans, 177; for the
morning, 177–178; and non-Jewish services,
178–179; non-kosher, 180; and synagogue
behavior, 220; and tallitot, 176, 223; and
visiting the sick, 251; what’s not kosher,
179–180

Proverbs: on charity, 30; on criticizing others, 
61; on employer-employee relations, 85; on
friendship, 102; on gossip and speech, 106;
on parents’ obligations to children, 174; on
teacher-student relationships, 228; and Torah
reading, 243; on war, 261; on witnesses, 266;
Yalkut, 34

Psalms: and care of the elderly, 79; and ecology,
76; on the elderly, 81; on gossip and evil
speech, 111; Midrash, 137, 156; and mitz-
vah, 156, 157; on peace, 261

R
Rabbenu Tam, 151–152, 274
Rabbinical Assembly of America, 163, 216, 261,

272
Rashi, 3, 43, 190, 249, 270
Recanti, 59
Reconstructionist Judaism: and caskets, 63; and

minyans, 177; and Sabbath, 196; and shivah,
68; and synagogue dress, 43, 44, 218; and
tallitot, 223; and wedding ceremonies, 140,
141; and witnesses, 264

Reform Judaism: and abortion, 1, 2, 3; and cas-
kets, 63; and codes of Jewish law, 271; and
minyans, 177; and Sabbath, 196; and shivah,
68; and stem cell research, 15; and syna-
gogue dress, 43, 44, 218; and tallitot, 223;
and Torah readings, 242; and wedding cere-
monies, 140, 141; and witnesses, 264

Reform Union of Rabbis, 271

Repentance, 183–188; guidelines for, 183; and
High Holy Days, 184; non-kosher, 185; 
and times to seek forgiveness, 183; what’s not
kosher, 183–185; and withholding forgive-
ness, 183–184

Responsa, 271–272
Responsa Yaskil Avdi, 50
Rishonim, 269, 271
Riskin, Rabbi Shlomo, 96
Rosh Hashanah, 184
Ruth Rabbah, 124, 196

S
Saadia Gaon, 184
Sabbath, 189–197; carrying money on, 191; and

circumcisions, 39; and clothing/dress, 42;
and driving, 196; and employer-employee
relations, 82–83; and gefilte fish, 190; hiring
non-Jews to work, 192–193; and lighting of
hanukkiah, 117; lighting Sabbath candles,
190, 193, 194; preparing for, 191–192; and
tefillin, 236; and television viewing, 195; 
and travel, 190–191, 196; and use of elec-
tricity, 193, 195; and wedding dates, 138;
what’s not kosher, 192–196; and work pro-
hibitions, 194–195

Salanter, Rabbi Israel, 31, 111, 186, 274
Salkin, Jeffrey K., 24
Samet, Rebbetzin, 107
Samuel, first book of, 100, 217, 257
Samuel, second book of, 60, 98
Schorsch, Ismar, 174
Sefer Ha-Hinnuch, 273
Sefer Hasidim: on arguing with others, 11; on

hospitality, 127; Laws of Deception, 126;
Laws of Repentance, 185; on parents’ obli-
gations to children, 172, 173; on shopping,
212; on synagogue behavior, 218, 221; on
Torah study, 246; on visiting the sick, 255

Semachot, 173
Sephardim: and funerals, 63; and the Shulchan

Aruch, 271; and tombstones, 64
Sex, 198–206; and birth control, 200–201; and

fantasy, 200; frequency of, 201–202; and
homosexuality, 203–204; and lights/darkness,
199; masturbation, 198–199; nonmarital,
202–203; oral, 199; and pornography, 204;
times when forbidden, 202; what’s not
kosher, 202–204

Shammua, Rabbi Eleazer ben, 156
She’aylot U’teshevot, 11
Shivah, 63–64, 68, 69. See also Death and dying
Shopping, 207–212; making returns, 208; and

overindulgence, 208; and stolen goods, 208–
209; what’s not kosher, 208–210

Shulchan Aruch, 270–271, 272; Even HaEzer,
136, 205; Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, 35, 243,
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273; Mappah, 271; on proper zoning, 72;
Yoreh Deah, 36

Siegel, Rabbi Seymour, 165
Sifra, 7, 96, 162, 203
Simcha, 21–25, 139. See also Celebrations;

Weddings
Sofer, Moses, 271
Song of Songs, 44
Song of Songs Rabbah, 230, 248
Sources of Jewish law, 267–274; the codes, 270–

272; earliest sources, 267–268; and gaonic/
postgaonic period, 269–270; the Mishnah,
268–269; rabbinic sages and commentaries,
272–273; responsa, 271–272; the Talmud,
268–272; the Torah, 267–268

Steinsaltz, Adin, 269
Stem cell research, 14–15
Suicide, 213–217; assisted, 215; and funerals/

burials, 213–214; and martyrdom, 214;
what’s not kosher, 215

Synagogues: and conduct during prayer services,
218–220; and funerals, 62–63; synagogue
behavior, 218–221; synagogue dress, 42–43,
44, 218; what’s not kosher, 220–221

T
Tallit, 222–226; and burial, 68, 223; criteria for

kosher, 224–225; kissing of, 224; and prayer,
176, 223; and Torah reading, 222, 239;
what’s not kosher, 224–225; and women,
151, 223; worn at night, 222

Talmud, 268–272. See also Mishnah; Sources of
Jewish law

Talmud, Arachin, 59
Talmud, Avodah Zarah, 156, 214, 229
Talmud, Baba Batra: on charity, 30, 31, 32; and

ecology, 72; on hospitality, 132; on parents’
obligations to children, 171, 173; on teacher-
student relationships, 229

Talmud, Baba Kamma: on ecology, 72, 74, 75;
on employer-employee relations, 85; on
mitzvah, 157; on suicide, 213; and Torah
reading, 243

Talmud, Baba Metzia: on children’s obligations
to their families, 34; on commitments, 53;
on employer-employee relations, 85; on gos-
sip and speech, 105; on honesty and truth,
121, 124; on hospitality, 131; on money/
shopping, 211; on repentance, 185; on visit-
ing the sick, 256; on witnesses, 266

Talmud, Berachot: on celebrations, 24; on cloth-
ing, 49; on death and dying, 69, 70; on ecol-
ogy and food, 74; on the elderly, 80; on
friendship, 102; on honesty and truth, 125;
on hospitality, 128; on kindness to animals,
134, 136; on prayer, 180, 181; on repen-
tance, 185; on teacher-student relationships,

228, 233; on tefillin, 237; on visiting the sick,
252; on war, 261

Talmud, Betzah, 191, 196
Talmud, Chullin, 104
Talmud, Derech Eretz Rabbah, 129, 130, 145
Talmud, Derech Eretz Zuta, 31, 49, 127, 128,

129, 254
Talmud, Eruvin, 11, 12, 181, 232
Talmud, Gittin, 173, 241, 260
Talmud, Hagigah, 246
Talmud, Hullin, 95
Talmud, Kallah Rabbati, 54
Talmud, Ketubot: on charity, 29; on gossip and

speech, 107, 109, 110; on honesty and truth,
121; on sex, 204; on teacher-student relation-
ships, 233; on witnesses, 266

Talmud, Kiddushin: on children’s obligations 
to their families, 36, 37; on competition, 6; 
on the elderly, 80; on employer-employee re-
lations, 84; on hospitality, 128; and mitzvah,
150, 156, 158; on parents’ obligations to
children, 169, 170, 172, 173; on sex, 205; 
on shopping, 211; on tallitot, 222

Talmud, Makkot, 157
Talmud, Menachot, 252
Talmud, Moed Katan, 123
Talmud, Nedarim, 200, 251, 255, 256
Talmud, Niddah, 206
Talmud, Pesachim: on arguing with others, 11;

on friendship, 101; on gossip and speech,
109, 110; on honesty and truth, 124; on
hospitality, 132; on mitzvah, 157; on sex,
205; on teacher-student relationships, 
229

Talmud, Sanhedrin: on business practices, 19; on
children’s obligations to their families, 36; 
on hospitality, 135; and mitzvah, 154, 156; on
parents’ obligations to children, 170; on sex,
206; on teacher-student relationships, 232,
233; on war, 261

Talmud, Semachot, 216
Talmud, Shabbat: on business practices, 18, 

20; on charity, 26, 31; on criticizing others,
59; on death and dying, 70; on ecology, 74;
on gossip and speech, 110; on Hanukkah,
115, 116, 118, 119; on hospitality, 132; on
kindness to animals, 137; on parents’ obli-
gations to children, 171, 172; on Sabbath,
190, 192, 194, 196, 197; on smoking, 48; 
on truth, 126; on visiting the sick, 255

Talmud, Shevuot, 54, 55, 266
Talmud, Sotah, 35, 125, 174, 261
Talmud, Sukkah, 173, 204, 233
Talmud, Taanit: on charity, 32; on hospitality,

131, 132; on prayer, 180; on studying, 228,
231, 232; on Talmud study, 248

Talmud, Tamid, 16, 59
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Talmud, Yevamot: on abortion, 4; on criticizing
others, 60; on gossip and speech, 110; on
honesty and truth, 120; on marriage, 145; 
on prayer, 181; on sex, 206

Talmud, Yoma, 167, 188, 197, 232
Talmud, Zevachim, 238
Tanaaim, 268
Tanchuma bar Abba, Rabbi, 273
Tanchuma Shemini, 157
Teacher-student relationships, 227–233; and fa-

voritism, 227; and respect, 230; and social-
ization, 228–229; and teaching techniques,
229–230; what’s not kosher, 230–231

Tefillin, 234–237; costs of, 235; hand on which to
wear, 234; having checked, 235; as phylacter-
ies, 236; procedure for putting on, 236–237;
and Sabbath, 236; and tallitot, 225; wearing
during Jewish festivals, 234, 236; what’s not
kosher, 235–237; and women, 151, 235

Telushkin, Joseph, 195
Tenaim, 142
Torah, 267–268. See also Sources of Jewish law
Torah reading, 238–243; approaching the Torah,

238; and encountering errors, 239; and non-
Jews, 242; occasions for, 240; procedure for
reciting blessings, 238–239; what’s not
kosher, 242–243

Torah study, 244–249; kosher guidelines for, 245–
246; by parents and children, 245; proper age
to begin, 244–245; proper times for, 244; and
review, 246; solitary, 246; what’s not kosher,
246–247

Tosefta, 41, 274; Bab Metzia, 162; Baba Kamma,
125; Berachot, 180

Trani, Rabbi Moses, 36
Tzedakah, 27–32, 63, 155. See also Charity/right-

eous giving

U
Union of Orthodox Congregations, 89

V
Visiting the sick, 250–256; and Alzheimer’s

patients, 252–253; frequency and length of
visits, 251; and persons you do not know,
253; and prayer, 251; preferred times for,
250; sitting/standing while, 252; and the ter-
minally ill, 253; and touch, 251–252, 253;
what’s not kosher, 253–255

W
War, 257–261; and conscientious objection, 257;

the current war in Iraq, 259; and kosher

guidelines for conduct, 257–258; and
redeeming captives, 258–259; what’s not
kosher, 260

Washovsky, Mark, 271
Weddings, 23–24, 138–145; bride’s dress/groom’s

attire, 140, 144–145; celebrating, 23–24; and
cups of wine, 143; dates for, 138; double-ring
ceremonies, 140; and honeymoons, 144; and
the huppah (canopy), 139, 144; interfaith,
143–144; ketubah (marriage contract) and
witnesses, 141, 262, 265; locations for,
138–139; music for, 141–142; officiants for,
143–144; prenuptial agreements, 142; pro-
cession participants, 142; reception guide-
lines, 139; and Torah readings, 240; and
veiling, 144–145; wedding rings, 140; what’s
not kosher, 143–145. See also Celebrations

Who Wants Life (Kagan), 273
Witnesses, 262–266; and the ketubah (marriage

contract), 141, 262, 265; nonkosher, 264–265;
and polygraph tests, 262; by telephone, 263;
what’s not kosher, 263–265; women as,
263–264

Women: and clothing, 43–44, 45; and dispensa-
tion from work during Hanukkah, 115; and
head coverings, 43–44; and lighting of Sab-
bath candles, 190; and minyans, 177; and
mitzvot, 151–152, 154–155; as mohels, 39;
saying Kaddish, 67; and tallitot, 151, 223;
and tefillin, 151, 235; as witnesses, 263–264

Y
Yalkut Shimoni, 34, 274
Yam Shel Shelomo, Baba Kamma, 21
Yeshuot Meschicho, 181
Yitzchak, Rabbi Eliezer ben, 255
Yitzchak, Solomon ben, 270. See also Rashi
Yitzchak of Berditchev, Rabbi Levi, 184
Yom Kippur: and charity, 28–29; and circumci-

sions, 39; clothing/dress, 42; and commit-
ments/promises, 51; Kol Nidre, 28–29, 51,
222; and repentance, 184

Yoreh Deah, 15, 33, 37, 39, 78, 90, 229, 232, 
270

Z
Zeitlin, Aaron, 10
Zohar, 274; Chadash, 180; Genesis, 41; on gos-

sip and speech, 111; on hospitality, 129; on
marriage, 145; on mitzvah, 156; on parents’
obligations to children, 173; on prayer, 181;
on sex, 204; on the sick, 252; on synagogue
behavior, 221
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