


Brandström, E., 24–25
Brevity, 37, 78
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka,

134
Brueggemann, W., 132
Buddhists, 36
Buechner, F., 10, 77, 82

C
Calley, W., 141
Calvin, J., 78
Campbell, W., 102–103
Cana Lutheran Church, 43
Carter, S., 55–56, 130–131
Catechism, question and answer from,

20, 160n9
Catholic Worker community, 81
Catonsville Nine case, 133
Central High School, Little Rock,

Arkansas, integration of, 102–103
Ceremonial God talk, 9, 10, 12–13
Change, space for, offering, 121, 122
Character, 24, 115–116
Children: language of, and attitudes

behind, 55–56; reassurances to,
the truth in, 82–84; speaking
about faith to, 111–112, 150–154

Chopp, R., 61
Christ. See Jesus
Christian Century, The (Marty), 23
Christian community: as a learning en-

vironment, 37; need for, to sustain
faith, 117–118; participation in,
learning from, 35

Christianity: early name for, meaning
behind, 14–15, 16, 17, 18–19, 35;
as a set of practices, 37; social
movements and, 131; and what it
is not for, 122

Christians, defining, 36
Christian-sounding language, use of,

140
Christmas, 113
Church: as a learning environment,

32–33, 34, 37–38; and state, sepa-
ration of, 9, 131; talking about

God inside, 7
“Church Lady” TV character, 20
Church talk, 23–24
Civil rights movement, 134, 137
Clichés, 52
Clinton, B., 96
Clinton, H., 130–131
Coady, C.A.J., 93
Coercive talk, 116
Coffin, W. S., 106
Colonial settlements, giving theological

names to, 10
Comedian insults, effect of, 101–102
Commandments, the, 101, 130, 131
Commission, 63
Commitment, promise-making, and

solemn devotion, 57
Communion with others, seeking,

79–86, 109
Communist Russia: defector from,

view of, 13–14; era of, church life
in, 157; poet in, view of, 61;
regime change in, 139

Concentration camps, 138, 150–151
Confession, 60–61, 62, 121, 137–138,

155
Congregation composition: diversity of,

44–45; in the South Bronx, 30
Control over secrecy, 147
Convenient terminology, God talk as,

8–9
Conventional wisdom, expressing, 8–9
Conversion, conversation versus,

114–118
1 Corinthians 1:26–27, 30
1 Corinthians 14:13, 53
Corroborating witnesses, 30
Countercultural messages, 57, 63,

132–133, 134–135
Courage: of memory, 61, 62; to talk

about faith, 112
Court testimony: expression of faith

during, 12–13, 133; in the trial of
the ages, 28–31

Crazy People movie, 91–92, 94
Creation, calling for, 74–77
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Crucifixion, 140
Cry for Mercy: Prayers from the Genesee

(Nouwen), 121
Culture, faith testimony in conflict

with. See Countercultural mes-
sages

Culture of Disbelief, The (Carter), 55,
130

D
Dahmer, E., 103
Dahmer, V., 102, 103
Daniel, L., 135–137
Dawn, promise in, 69–70. See also New

day
Day, D., 81, 87, 108
de Mello, T., 157
Dead Man Walking movie, 15
Death row inmates, caring for, min-

istry of, 15–16
Deception: outright, using words to

avoid, 95; susceptibility to, 91–94
Decision making, basis of, 93
Defense mechanisms, 92
Democratic National Convention,

11–12
Diehl, W., 89–90
Discipline, 36, 37, 78
Divine blessing, 156
Doolittle, E., 52
Double vision of other people, 45–46
Doubts, 116, 118, 121, 122
Dying: preparing for, 18; truth in,

33–34. See also Mortality
Dykstra, C., 23–24, 55

E
Easter, 30, 31, 113, 127
Ecstatic sounds, 52, 53
Erickson, E., 84
Ethics of secrets, 146–147
Eucharist, 17, 60
Evangelism, 5, 132
Evangelists, 8
Eve, 94–95, 96
Everyday life: bearing witness to the

truth in, 58–64; connections be-
tween worship and, 39–43, 73; de-
pendence of, on belief in
truth-telling, 92–93; gifts of,
teaching about, 111; obligations
of, 70; presence of God woven
into, 153; rehearsal for, 42–43,
54–55, 73; religious language in,
82–83; soundtrack for, 47–49;
truth-telling in, 96–97; view from,
125; words from, as rehearsal for
worship, 57. See also Workday 
life

Evidence/proof, 114–115
Expectant silence, 53
Experience: learning through, 31, 32;

sacred, and secrecy, 148–149

F
Failure, wisdom from, 34–35
Faith language. See Religious language
Faithful silence, knowing time for,

145–150
Faithful witness, 29, 30, 86
False witness, 28
Faulty witness, 61
Fear: absence of, 84, 148, 150; of being

alone, 118; internal, of public
speaking about faith, 132; and se-
crecy, 147–148

Feet, beautiful, 113
Fiddler on the Roof musical, 79
Finkenwald seminary, rule at, 34–35
Flow, D., 97
Focus in prayer, 78
Forgetting of self, 72
Forgiveness: accepting responsibility

and, 139–140; sin and, 60–62, 90,
137–138, 155

Fragility and secrecy, 148, 149
Fragments of testimony, 123, 124–128
Frame of reference, 42
Freedom: gift of, 120–121; in the truth,

148
“From a Distance” song, 113
Frost, M., 113
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G
Garden of Eden, 79, 94–95, 96, 118
Gathering for worship, 44–47
Genesis, 53, 75, 77, 94
Genesis 1:26, 104
Genesis 1:28, 75
Genesis 3:1, 95
Genesis 12:1, 15
Gift of freedom, 120–121
Gift-giving speech, 118–120
Glossolalia, 52
God: action of, 75; call of, 73, 75, 77, 82;

conversation with, 53–54; grace
of, 48; message from, Jesus as, 54,
60, 113; in the midst of life, 20;
people of, 63, 64, 102, 103, 104;
presence of, 127, 128, 135, 138,
153; a story told by, life as, 126;
trust in, 84; the Word of, 15, 75,
76; work of, 73, 74

God chatter, 8–10, 22
God Has a Story, Too (Sanders), 112
God talk: authentic, 8, 10, 11, 12–13,

23–24, 90; ceremonial, 9, 10,
12–13; harmful, 113–114; offen-
sive, 22–23

“God willing” phrase, 9–10
God’s Trombones (Johnson), 76
Golden Rule, 141
Gomes, P., 98–99, 132–133
Good Friday hymn, 47
Good news, people who bring, 113
Gossip, 34, 145–146
Grace, 48, 97, 111, 156
Greenspan, A., 129
Growing in Faith (Dykstra), 55
Guest, E., 4

H
Halbfas, H., 82
Half-truths, 95–96
Harmful God talk, 113–114
Harmful words, speaking, 144–145
Harvard University, 13–14
Hebrews 1:1, 54
Herron, S., 105–107

Holy Spirit, finding the, 127–128
Holy Week passion play reenactment,

30–31
Homeless shelter, 81
Hospitality, 57, 120–122
Huckleberry Finn (Twain), 16
Human worth and work, 62–64
Humility in prayer, 78–79
Hymns: and everyday life, 47–48, 60;

goal in, 57; meaning of, 53. See
also Worship

I
Identity, personal: as people of God, 63,

64; and secrecy, relationship be-
tween, 147

Idolatry, 24
In the Freud Archives (Malcolm), 62
Inner urges, expressing, 9
Insults, comedian, effect of, 101–102
Integration, public school, 102–103, 134
Integrity, 84, 97
Interfaith boundaries, concern over, 22
Intergenerational worship, 153–154
Intimacy and secrecy, 148, 149
Invitation to lunch, meaning of, 109
Irenaeus, 19
Isaiah, 15, 28–29
Isaiah 43:10, 29
Israelites, 124

J
James 2:1, 8-9, 107
James 3:5–12, 144
Jeremiah, 14
Jesus: on anxiety, 132–133; and bap-

tism, 124; on behavior, 90; being
asked about, example of, 21–22;
claiming proof of, issue of,
114–115; on the commandments,
101; on the day of judgment, 155;
demeanor of, 104–105; on God’s
work, 73; on his sheep, 158; learn-
ing by, 31–32; living life patterned
after, 19; and the loaves and the
fishes, 123; as a message from
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God, 54, 60, 113; parables of, 20;
in passion play reenactment,
30–31; peace of, 80; on prayer, 78;
on public proclamation, 135;
quoting, and context, issue of, 129;
rejection and crucifixion of, 140;
relationship to, 17, 18; on self-ab-
sorption, 72; simple words of, 141;
song about, and his love for chil-
dren, 111; speaking truth about,
11; stories of, telling, passing on,
115; trust in, 118; on the very first
Easter, 113; as witness, 29–30, 155

John, 11, 14
John 1:1, 14, 65
John 1:14, 97
John 6:1–14, 123
John 8:1–11, 90
John 8:32, 148
John 9:4, 73
John 10:4, 158
John 10:11, 158
John XXIII, Pope, 156
Johnson, J. W., 76
Jordan River, 124
Journalists, responsibility of, for truth-

telling, 137
Journey, continual, life of faith as a, 15,

16
Joyfulness, 70–74
Judgment day, 155

K
Key witness, 29–30
Kierkegaard, S., 78
King, M.L.K., Jr., 137
King, M.L.K., Sr., 11–12
Knowledge: basis of, 93; with experi-

ence, 32
Komp, D., 58
Ku Klux Klan, 102
Kung, H., 124

L
Lamott, A., 78, 157
Language: power of, 84; varied uses of,

19. See also Religious language
Language school, 32–33, 34, 38, 47,

54–57, 62, 103
Learning: by Jesus, 31–32; in worship,

104–108
Learning environment, 32–33, 34, 35,

37–38
Lewinsky, M., 96
Lewis, C. S., 33, 126
Lewis, J., 137
Libya, bombing raid against, view of,

26–27
Life as a story, 126
Lincoln, A., 129–130
Lischer, R., 43
Lord’s Supper, 57, 60, 80, 154
Louisiana State Penitentiary, 15
Love: creating, by putting into words,

6; expression of, 105–106, 112, 144
Luke 2:40, 32
Luke 9:24, 72
Lunch, conversation over, 108, 109–128
Luther, M., 78, 123
Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit,

107
Lying: appearance of, in reassurances

to children, 83–84; in court, 28;
discomfort with, 5; reasons for, 62.
See also Deception

Lynch, T., 156

M
Magazines, 8
Maguire, D., 64
Malcolm, J., 62
Mark 10:21, 105
Mark, Gospel of, 104–105
Marketplace pressures, 97
Marney, C., 94
Marty, M., 23
Matthew 6:7, 78
Matthew 10:16, 90
Matthew 10:27, 135
Matthew 12:28–30, 155
Matthew 12:36, 155
Matthew 16:18, 118
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Matthew 28:9, 113
Meals, 17
Means and ends, 116
Media coverage, 130–131
Melton, T., 60
Memories of others talking about faith,

110–113
Memory, courage of, 61, 62
Mercy, 155, 156
Merton, T., 46, 52, 71, 72
Messiah, the. See Jesus
Metaphor, 75, 109
Michelangelo, 82
Midler, B., 113
Ministry of caring for death row in-

mates, 15–16
Missionaries, ourselves as, 65
Monastic communities, rule in, 37
Monday Connection group, 107–108
Monday Connection, The (Diehl), 89–90
Moore, D., 91
Moral dilemmas, 89
Morality, accepted, expressing, 9
Morning prayer, 77–79
Mortality, 143, 144, 149. See also Dying
Moses, 124
“Most Dangerous Children in Amer-

ica” speech, 55–56
Mother Teresa, 123
Movies, 8, 15–16
Munford, M., 137, 138
Muslims, 36
My Fair Lady movie, 52
Mystics, 8

N
Narrative wholeness, sense of, 124–125
National Press Club, 110
Nature, moving from, to worship,

49–50
Nazi death camp, monument at, 138
Neumark, H., 30
New day: beginning of, promise in,

69–70, 77; first thoughts and
words of, 77–79; joyfulness in,
70–74; obligations in, 70, 71; plea-

sure in, 70, 71, 72; starting, ques-
tions for, 70–71

New Testament, 27
Newman, Cardinal, 155–156
News media coverage, 130–131
Newsweek magazine, 131
Niles, D. T., 124
Noble motives, language of, gossip

clothed in, 145–146
Norris, K., 52, 53
Nouwen, H., 120–122

O
“O Sacred Head Now Wounded”

hymn, 47–48
Obligations, 70, 71
O’Connor, F., 56, 111
Offensive God talk, 22–23
On Being a Christian (Kung), 124
“One nation, under God” phrase, 9
One Writer’s Beginnings (Welty), 126
Open Secrets (Lischer), 43
Operating Instructions (Lamott), 157
Orthodox Christian church, 139
Others: double vision of, 45–46; memo-

ries of, talking about faith,
110–113; seeing, as people of God,
102, 103, 104

Ourselves: as missionaries, 65; as wit-
nesses, 20, 29, 30, 31

P
Pagels, E., 19
Palm Sunday, 30
Partiality, showing, issue of, 106–107
Passing of the peace, 80
Passion play reenactment, 30–31
Paul, the Apostle, 15, 30, 53, 79, 97, 110,

125
Peace, 18, 80–81, 154
Percy, W., 99–100
Perjury, 28
Personal identity: as people of God, 63,

64; relationship between secrecy
and, 147

“Personal Testimony” (Williams), 4
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Persuasion, 116
Peter, 11, 14
1 Peter 2:9–10, 63
1 Peter 3:15, 25, 26
Pleasure, 70, 71, 72
Pledge of Allegiance, 9
Poisonous words, 144, 145
Political ambition, expressing, 8
Politicians, 8
Pope John XXIII, 156
Popular culture, defining religion in,

35–36
Power: of authentic God talk, 90; of

language, 84
Power of God at Home, The (Wigger),

152
Practice: requisite of, 31–38; of work,

prayer in, 88
Praise, 33, 57, 59–60
Prayer: bedtime, 18, 144, 152, 155–156;

beginning the day with, 77–79;
cover story on, criticism of, 131;
and everyday life, 48–49; form of,
11; goal in, 57; hymns as, 53; in-
volving secrecy, 148; in practice of
work, 88; rules for, 78–79; as sign
of peace, 80–81; for truth-telling,
51, 144. See also Worship

Prejean, H., 15–16
Presence of God, 127, 128, 135, 138, 153
Price, R., 29
Private matter, faith as, questioning, 4
Promises, 57, 69–70, 77
Proof/evidence, 114–115
Providence, 111, 156
Pruyser, P., 59
Psalm 8:5, 102
Psalm 19:1–2, 49
Psalm 19:3, 50
Psalm 19:7–8, 50
Psalm 19:14, 19, 50–51
Psalm 24:1, 106
Psalm 90:1, 125
Psalm 95:6–7, 104
Psalm 103:8, 148
Psalm 103:15–16, 143

Psalm 118:24, 73
Public affairs, silenced in, 131, 132
Public places, speaking in: about faith,

risk in, 3–4, 13, 14, 90, 130–131,
132–135, 140; boldness in, 87;
questioning appropriateness of, 7,
90

Public proclamation, 130, 135–140
Public school integration, 134

Q
Quinlan, J., 12–13
Quinlan, K. A., 12–13

R
Racism, encounter with, 63–64
Radio, 8, 114–115, 116
Reaching Out (Nouwen), 121
Readiness to talk, 25–26, 27
Reagan, R., 26, 130
Reality: multiple dimensions of, 42; na-

ture of, contesting, 28
Red Sea, 124
Reflection, moment for, 143, 144, 145,

155, 156
Refreshing words, startling and, 140,

141–142
Reliable witness, 58
Religion, defining, in popular culture,

35–36
Religious language: appropriate time

for, knowing, 22–27, 108; in ev-
eryday life, 82–83; harmful,
113–114; meaning of, 55; misin-
terpreting, 12–13, 14; using, in a
public proclamation, 130; in
workday life, issue of, 89–91

“Requiem” (Akhmatova), 61
Resentment, 90
Responsibility, accepting, 137, 139–140
Rest, 18, 156
Resurrection, truth of the, witness to,

31
Revelation 1:5, 29
Revelation 21:3–4, 80
Rogers, F., 110
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Roman Catholic Church, reform of,
156

Roman Catholic Mass, traditional, 65
Romans 10:15, 15, 113
Romans 10:17, 110
Roncalli, A., 156
Russia, communist. See Communist

Russia

S
Sacred experience and secrecy, 148–149
St. Francis, 19
Saint Giles Cathedral, 47
1 Samuel 3:1, 8
Sanders, J., 112
Saturday Night Live television show, 20
Scientific view, 74, 75
Scripture, 49, 63
Secrecy: issue of, and when to talk or

keep silent, 146–150; rule reject-
ing, attempt at, 34–35

Seeing God in the Ordinary: A Theology
of the Everyday (Frost), 113

Self, forgetting of, 72
Self-absorption, 72
Self-idolatry, risk of, 23–24
Self-seeking talk, 118–119
Self-worth, 62–64
Seminary students, struggle by, to com-

pose sermons, 6–7
Separation of church and state, 9, 131
Sermons: about anxiety, 132–133;

meaning of, 53; often-quoted, ex-
cerpt from, 84–85; struggle to
compose, 6–7; as words of wor-
ship, 63. See also Worship

Shared beliefs, need for, 117
Significant action, 53
Silence: expectant, 53; faithful, know-

ing time for, 145–150
Silenced in public affairs, 131, 132
Silent reflection, 52, 53, 110
Silent witness, 24–25
Sin and forgiveness, 60–62, 90,

137–138, 155
Sincerity in prayer, 78

Sirach 38:34, 88
Sleep, 18, 156
Smith Islanders, 16–17
Social movements and Christianity, 131
Socially maintained beliefs, 117, 118
Solzhenitsyn, A., 13–14
South African apartheid, telling the

truth about, 138
South Bronx congregation, witnessing

at, 30–31
Southern Baptist Church, 133
Southern Christian Leadership Con-

ference, 102
Soviet Union. See Communist Russia
Speaking in tongues, 52, 53
Spin control, 91–94, 95–96
Spiritual arrogance, avoiding, 22
Spiritual awakening, 22, 121
Spiritual discipline, 37, 78
Spiritual mystery, contemplation of, 58
Sports fans, 8
Stanley, R., 39
Startling and refreshing words, 140,

141–142
Status quo, challenging, 106, 132
Stories: Bible, 53; world full of, 29
Summoning, 75, 76, 77, 82
Sunday school, 111–112, 135
Sunday/Sunday morning, meaning of,

39, 161n1. See also Worship
Superiority, feeling of, and gossip, 145
Sustaining faith, 117–118

T
Table talk, 122–123
Tabloids, 8
Talk show host scenario, 114–115, 116
Talking throughout the day, 143–144
Tapestry, life as a, 125–126
Televangelists, 8
Television, 8, 20
“Temple of the Holy Ghost” (O’Con-

nor), 56–57
Temptation, 94
Ten Commandments, the, 101, 130, 131
Teresa, Mother, 123
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Testimony: basis of, mainly living life
on, 93; character of, 115–116;
court, 12–13, 28–31, 133; essence
of, 74, 88; fragments of, 123,
124–128; meaning of, 27–28; un-
welcome, 29–30; validated, 30

Tevye (Jewish character), 79
Thanksgiving, 59–60, 129–130
1 Thessalonians 5:17, 79
Thomas, G., 133–135
Thompson, H., 141–142
Thurman, H., 63–64
Tillich, P., 24–25, 84–85, 86
Time to talk, and knowing what to say,

122–123
Tongue, warning about the, 144
Tongues, speaking in, 52, 53
Transformation through worship, 41
Trial of the ages, testimony in the,

28–29
Trinity, the, 43
True story, one, search for, 29
True Witness, 155. See also Jesus
Truman, H. S., 60
Trust: and confession, 61; developing,

foundation for, 97; in God, 84; in
Jesus, 118; loss of, through word
games, 95–96; in truth-telling,
100, 115; world of, 11, 18

Truth and Reconciliation Commission
in South Africa, 138

Truth, the: about urgent speech, 22;
bearing witness to, in everyday
life, 58–64; complexity of, 99; em-
bracing, without fear, 148, 150;
fear of, 147–148; freedom in, 148;
hunger for hearing, 55, 91, 92; loss
of, through word games, 95–96; in
reassurances to children, 83–84;
revealing, in our voices, 158; that
matters, 100–101

Truthful witness, pledges to be, 57
Truth-telling: about the universe,

74–77; belief in, dependence on,
92–93; consequences of, taking,
into account, 99; in court, 28; de-

sire for, 5–6, 11, 19; in everyday
life, 96–97; as expression of love,
105–106, 144; in the face of death,
34; as foundation for developing
trust, 97; versus gossip, 145–146;
learning, through practice, 31–32;
as a noble profession, 126; as not
always welcome, 132; prayer for,
51, 144; purpose of, 116; by reveal-
ing wrongdoing, 137–138; and
spin control, 91–94, 95–96; stan-
dard for, tests for, 101; summoned
for, 28–29; trust in, 100, 115; wise,
98–103; as witnesses, 30, 31; in the
workday life, 98, 104, 109–110

Tutu, D., 138
Twain, M., 16

U
United Church of Christ, 135
U.S. foreign policy, expression of, view

on, 26–27
U.S. Supreme Court, 134
Universe, truth of the, 74–77
Unwelcome testimony, 29–30
Updike, J., 126
Urgent speech, the truth about, 22

V
Vacation days, 70
Validated testimony, 30
Validation, need for, 117–118
Vatican II, 156
Vietnam war, 133, 141
Vision, 45–46, 47
Voices, revealing nature of, 158
Volf, M., 150–151
Volf, N., 150, 151
Vows, creeds, and promises, 57

W
Wakesfield, D., 121–122
Way of life, 36–37, 47, 55
Way, the, 14–19, 35
Welcome and hospitality, language of,

57

177
Index

93 index Long 169-184b (16)  6/18/04  4:13 PM  Page 177



Welty, E., 126
Whisper Test, The (Bird), 85–86
Wigger, B., 152
Wigger, D., 152
Wilder, T., 125
Williams, L., 4
Williams, R., 138
Williams, T., 64
Willimon, W. H., 42
Wilson, F., 4
Wisdom: conventional, expressing, 8–9;

from failure, 34–35; growth in, 32,
34

Wise truth-telling, 98–103
Witness: bearing, to the truth, in every-

day life, 58–64; false, 28; key,
29–30; meaning of, 27; reliable, 58;
truthful, pledges to be, 57; word-
less, 24–25

Witnesses: ourselves as, 20, 29, 30, 31;
sent out to be, 65, 88; summoned
as, 28–29

Wonder and awe, 57, 59–60
Word games, 95–96
Word of God, 75, 76, 155
Wordiness, 52, 55
Wordless witness, 24–25
Words: action and, importance of,

24–25, 150, 151; from everyday
life, as rehearsal for worship, 57;
glut of, 52, 55; harmful, 144–145;
importance of, 155; power in, 84;
putting beliefs into, 6; startling
and refreshing, 140, 141–142;
worship, 47–49, 51–52, 53, 54, 57,
63

Work: of God, 73, 74; and human
worth, 62–64; practice of, prayer
in, 88

Workday life: religious language in,
issue of, 89–91; truth-telling in,
98, 104, 109–110; worship as dress
rehearsal for, 104–108. See also
Everyday life

Worship: beginning of, 73; bond be-
tween words and, 53, 54; call to,
54; connections between, and ev-
eryday life, 39–43, 73; as a dress
rehearsal, 42–43, 54–55, 73,
104–108; elements in, expressions
of, 58–64; end of, 65; gathering
for, 44–47; going to, and learning
how to talk, 49–51; intergenera-
tional, 153–154; involving chil-
dren in, 153–154; learning in,
104–108; purposes of, one of the,
124; seeing the truth in, 42; time
for, clarifying, 161n1; transforma-
tion through, 41; vantage point of,
125–126

Worship words: careless or meaning-
less, 51–52; as conversation with
God, 53, 54; as a soundtrack for
everyday life, 47–49; use of, out-
side of worship, 57

Y
Yale Divinity School, 85
Yeltsin, B., 139–140
“You Are Accepted” (Tillich), 84–85
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